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HISTOR YR

L LISEARY
OF THE

PROCEEDINGS axpo DEBATES

OF THE

HOUSE or COMMONS,

In the SECOND SESSION of the
Seventeenth Parliament of GReaT BriTAIlN,

Appointed to be holden at WESTMINSTER,

On Tuurspay the 25th of NoveEMBER, 1790

Tuefduy, 31/t Funuary, 1792.

A MESSAGE from His Majefty was delivered by Sir Fraw-~
cis Molyneux, Gentleman Uther of the Black Rod

Mr. Speaker,

Tke King commands this honourable Houfe to attend His Ma-
Jefly immediately in the Houfe of Peers.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the Houfe, went up to
attend His Majefty. And being returned,

M. Speaker acquainted the THoufe, that, in purfuance of
the dircétions of an ad, pafled in the twenty-feurth year of
the reign of his prefent Majelty, entitled, ““ An ac to repeal
‘¢ fo much of two afls made in the 10th and 15th years of the

"4 reign of his prefent Majefty, as authorifes the Speaker of
* Vo XXXI. B



2 PARLJAMENTARY A. 1792.

¢ the Houfe of Commons to iffue his warrants to the Clerk of
¢ the Crown for ‘making out writs for the eleion of Mem-
¢ bers to ferve in Parliament,” &c. &c. he had iffued his war-
rants to the Clerk of the Crown, to make out new writs for the
eledtion of Members to ferve in Parliament for the following
.places, viz. Grantham, Warwick, and Merianethfbire. .

A bill for the more effcétual preventing clandeftine outlaw=
ries, was rcad the firft time, and ordered to be read afecond
time.

Mr. SPEAKER reported, that the Houfe had attended His
Majetty in the Houfe of Peers, where His Majelly was pleafed
to make 'a moft gracious fpeech from the throne to both
Houfes of Parliament; of which, Mr. Speaker faid, he had,
to prevent miftakes, obtained a copy, which he read to the
Houfe ; and is as followeth, viz.

’

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

¥ THE many prosfs which you bave given of your affetionate at-

tachment to my perfon and family, leave me no doubt of your parti-
cipating in the fatisfullicn which I derive from the bappy event of
the marriage which has heen (cichrated between my fon, the Duke
of York, and the cldcft daughter of my good brother and ally the
King of Pruffia : and I-am perfuaded that I may expel your chear-
[ful concuivence in enatling me te make a fuitadle provifion for their
eftablifbment.

Since 1 laft mel you in Parliament, a defnitive treaty has becn

, eoncluded under my medintion and that of my allies, the King of

Pruffia and the States Generul of the United Provinces, between
the Emperor and the Otteman Portey on principles which appear
the beft caiculated to prevent futyre difputes between thofe Prwers.

Our intervention kas alfs been employed, with a view to promote
a pacification between the Emprefs of Ruffia and the Porte ; and
conditions bave been agreed upon between us and the foirmer of
thafe Powers, which we undertook to recommend to the Porte, as
the re-eflublifment of peace an fuch terms appeared to be, under all
the exifling circumflances, a defirable event for the general interefis
of Lurope. I am in expeliation of fpeedily receiving the account of
the conclufion of the dg ﬁmtwe treaty of peace, preliminaries /)avmg
been fome time fince agreed upon between thofe Powers. .

 have direfled copies of the definitive treaty between the Empea,
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- yor and the Porte to be laid 6q‘bre you, as well as fuch papm as
are :m‘g['ary to fhew the terms of peace, which have beenn under
difcuffion during the negociation with the Court of Peterfburgh.

I regret that I am not yet enabled to inform you of the termination
of the war in India; but the fuccefs which has already attended
the diftinguifbed bravery and exertions of the officers andtroops un-
der the able conduct of Lord Cornwallis, affords reafonable ground
to hope that the war may [peedily be brought to an bmoumble con-
clufion.

The friendly affurances which I receive from foreign Powers,
and the general flate of affairs in Eurcpe, appear to promife to my
Subjecis the continuance of their prefent tranquillity.  Under thefe
circumflances I am induced to think that fume immediale reduiisn
may fafely be made in our naval and military eflablifbments ; and
my regard for the intercfls of my fubjeéts render me at all times de-~
Sirous of availing myfelf of any faveurable epportunity to diminifh
the public expences.

Géntlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

It will, 1 am perfuaded, give you great futisfatlion to learn that
the extrasrdinary expences incurred in the courfe of the laft year,
have, ina great meafure, been already defrayed by the grants of
the feffion.  The flate of our refources will, 1truft, be foundmore
than fufficient to provide for the remaining part of thefe expences,
as well as for the current fervice of the year, the cflimates for
which I have dircéted to be laid before you.

1 entertain the pleafing hape, that the greduélions mbich may be
Sfound praéticable in the eflablifbments, and the continued increafe
of the revenue, Wil enable ysu, after making due provifion for the
Jeveral branches of the public fervice, ts enter upon a fyfem of
gradually relieving my fubjects from fome part of the exifling taxes,
at the fame time giving additional efficacy to the plan for the re~

. duction of the national debt, on the fuccefs of which our future mfa
and fecurity Lﬂenlmlly depend.

With a view to this impsrtant object, let me alfo rrmmmmd it fo
you to turn your attention to the confideration of fuch meafures as
the flate of the funds and of public credit may render practicable
and expedient tywards a reduction in the rate of intercft of any of

 the annusties which ar¢ now redeemable.

B2
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My Lords, and Gentlémen, _

* The continued and progreffive improvement in the internal fitu-
ation of the country will, Iam confident, animate you in the purfuit
of every meafure which may be conducive to the public interefl. It
mufl, at the fame time, operate as the firongeft encouragement to a
Jririt of ufeful induftry among all claffes of my fubjefts, aad above
all, muft confirm and increafe their fleady and zealous attachment
to that conflitution which we have found by ling experienze to unite
the ineflimable bleffings of liberty and order, and to which, under
the favour of Providence, all aur other advantages are principally
b0 be afcribed.

The Hon. CHARLES YORKE faid, that His Majefty’s
fpeech, which the Houfe hadjuft heard, and to which he now rofe
to move an anfwer, contained fo many gracious expreffions of
regard and affeQion, as he doubted not would fecure, in return,
the fpontaneous and unanimous thanks of the Houfe. But

it contained fomething more than mere expreffions ; it contain-
ed fubftantial falls; it afforded information, with refpect to
the general profperity, and particularly the flourithing ftate of
the finances, of a nature which muft be highly gratifying to
every fincere lover of his country. The firft paragraph was
matter of much congratulation. The great body of the people
were attached to the Houfe of Brunfwick on the moft folid
ground—on the teftimony which a century had now borne to
their diftinguithed virtues, and the experience which during
that period had been afferded of their excellent adminiftration.
Attached to them on this ground, they could not but rejoice in
every occurrence that tended to advance their welfare, and fe-
cure, upon a more ftable footing, the continuance of their
government, To all who withed well ta the fucceffion, the
late marriage of the Duke of York and the eldeft daughter of
the King of Pruffia was a moft dcfirable event. ‘This alliance
was equally iatter of exultation, whether it was politically
confidered, as affording additional fecurity to the Royal Houfe
of Brunfwick, or as calculated to promote their private fatis-
faction and happinefs, as a new fupport to His Majefty’s
thrane, or a fource of comfort to him as a father and a man.
And he was affured that the Members would moft readily and
isqailially concur in providing fuch an eftablifhment for the Duka,,
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of York; and his illuftrious and accomplifhed confort, as might
be fuitable to their exalted rank, and adequate to fupport that
Iplendour in their manner of living, which the refpe& due to

. their ftation required. The fecond paragraph informed them,

that a definitive treaty had been concluded under the mediation

. of His Majefty and of his allies, between the Emperor and

the Ottoman Porte ; and likewife, that His Majefty's inter-
vention had been employed to promote a pacification between
the Emprefs of Ruffia and the Porte ; and that he was in ex-
pe&ation of fpeeilily receiving the account of the conclufion of
the definitive treaty of peace, preliminaries having been fome
time fince agreed upon between thofe Powers, It was notnow
his intention to dilate on the important topics to which this
part of the fpeech referred, and which had already occafioned
fo much difference of opinion and debate during the laft feffion
of Parliament. The proper time of fuch difcuffion was not
come. His Majefty mentioned, that he hasdireéted to be laid
before the Houfe fuch papers as are neceffary to (hew the terms
of peace, which have been under difcuffion during the nego-
ciation withthe Court of Peterfburgh. Till thefe papers had
been produced and examined, all confideration of the queftion
ought, for the prefent, to be fufpended. It was from thofe
only that the Members could be made acquainted with the /e
ftatc of faéls, and the real fprings of a&ion, and enabled in
confequence to form a proper decifion.  But, in the mean time,
it would certainly become the Houfe, nor could it poflibly in-
terfere with any future difcuffion which might take place, to .
return thanks to His Majefty for the progrefs which, under his
mediation, had been already made in re-eftablithing peace and
tranquillity, and for the communication of thofe papers which
he had dire&ed to be laid before the Houfe. He was no friend
to a demand of papers, while a negociation was pending, and
when a certain degree of fecrefy was proper and neceffary to be
obferved ; but when that negociation was concluded, he con-
fidered that all papers ought to be produced, as far as was con-
fiftent with prudence, which were ufeful to elucidate the con-
du& of Minifters during its progrefs, and affit Members in

. forming a proper judgement of the general merits of the tranf-

allion. 'Whatcver difference of opinion might, in the prefent
€afé, exift. with regard to particular circumftances of the con-
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du& purfued by Adminiftration, it would be allowed that the
principle upon which His Majefty had a&ed, and what he had
altually done towards reftoring tranquillity, demanded the
thanks of the Houfe. ‘The true fyitem of Britith policy was to
preferve the powers of Europe in the fame fituation with refpect
to one anether, and hold the balance equal. It was our inte-
reft, as a commercial nation, not only to cultivate peace at
home, but to dire@ our endeavours to the maintcnance of ge-
neral tranquillity. The principle and the mode of interfe-
rence which His Majefty had adopted, had already, indeed,
received the fan&ion of the Houfe, and the neceffary fupplics
for the purpofec had been voted laft feflion. The treaty effect-
ed between Ruflia and the Porte was beft adapted to fecure
their future tranquillity. It tended to extinguith the fparks of
animofity, and to prevent the feclings of ignominy, which
might remain from the remembrance of any humiliating con-
ceflion. It defined boundaries, which before were lefs clearly
afcertained, and afligned to their proper mafter territories which
were liable, from their fituation, to be produive of jarring
and hoftile claims.

He would now advert to what His Majefty had faid of the
affairs of India. It was not neceffary to prove that the war
ateprefent carrying on in that country was juft and ncceffary ;
this war, after full difcuflion of thefe particulars, had alrcady
received the fanction of the Houfe. They muft, however,
join with His Majefty, in regretting that it had not yet been
terminated, and reccive with fatisfa®ion his affurance that
there was reafonable ground to hope that it might {peedily be
brought to an honourable conclufion. The exdrtions which
had becn made by the commanders and army, in fpite of the
weather, and of the diflicultics which they had to encounter,
entitled them to the higheft praife.  Seldom had greater advan-
tages been obtained in one campaign, and there was reafon to
think that the fuccef ful iffuc had only been retarded by thofe
natural obilacles infeparable from the fituation, and from the
cifcumftances in which the war was carried on, obftacles which
neither their prudence could cnable them to obviate, nor their
courage to fubdue. Nor could he, on this occafion, fail to
remark the excellent behaviour of all the departments, in co-

memting with the commanders and troops, to promote the in-
4
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tereft of the war—-a'bchavinur fo different from what had taken
place in the laft war, where Sir Eyre Coote had been fo little
feconded, and had experienced fo many difficulties, from want
of fupport. Thefe difficulties, however, were not found to
ftand in the way of his fuccefs, and had only ferved to enhance
his glory ; nor could he forbear to avail himfelf of the oppor-
tunity whieh thus prefented itfclf, to paya tribute to the merit
of this illuftrious Commander.

With regard to the fituation of this country, it muft afford
every friend of the mational profperity the fincereft fatisfaltion,
to be affurced by His Majefty of the pacific intentions of the
other Powers. The highly profperous ftate of the revenue was
not of difficult proof, nor required to be long infifted upon.
They were certainly obliged to His Majefty for his intention
of reducing the eftablifhment, with a view to lighten the bur-
den of the public taxes.  He was himfclf no friend to a dimi-
nution of eftablifhments : he confidered thofe which were ex-
ifting as neceffary to the fafety of the country, and the protec-
tion of its commerce.  But if the fituation of the country was
fuch as to admit of reducing the cftablithments, he would moft
chearfully concur in the meafure.  He was fenfible that eco-
nomy was nolefs ncceflary to be oﬁcryed with them, than with
regard to the other branches of the public expence. The next
article of His Majefty’s fpeech was particularly addreflfed to
them ; it directed their attention to the objeét of reducing the
taxes. This folicitude, to cafe as much as poflible to his fub-
jeéts the neceffary load of public impofitions, bore the ftrongeit
and moft honourable teftimony to His Majeity’s paternal feel-
ings. It became them, by their exertions, to fecond his zeal,
and immediatcly adopt forrte methods for this defirable purpofe.
The conclufion of the fpeech was particularly deferving of at-
tention, and ought not only to be ftrongly imprefled npon their
minds, but treafured up in their memory, and handed down as
a leffon of inftruétion to pofterity. The lafl fpeech of an il-
luftrious perfonage, who was regarded as the hero of the Pro-
teftant caufe, and whofe name would remain till the lateft fyl-
lable of recorded time; was carcfully preferved both in this
country and in Holland ; and cven framed and hung up, that
it might be mere effeGually prote@ed *from injury, and more
fforcibly culculdicd to arreft notice. The prefent fpecch of
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His Majefty was entitled to an equal degree of refpe& and res -
gard. For what avail our profperity, the profpeéts of perma-
nent tranquillity, the boundlefs extent of our commerce, the
overflowing riches of our treafury, if we ourfelves are wanting
to ourfelves? What avail the bleflings of liberty, if we lofe the
fenfe of order, or wantonly violate its bounds? Should we
abufe the advantages which we now enjoy, we fhall forfeit them
for ever. We fhall feem to have afcended a height, only in
order to render our fall more confpicuous. Let us add, then,
to our felicity, the inftrutions which we may derive from the
misfortunes of others ; it will form its beft fafeguard. What
advantages have we in profpeét, which could at all compenfate
us for the ritk we thould run, by attempting a change of our
fituation? We fhould refemble the valetudinarian, who was
well, withed to be better, and found himfelf in his grave. Let
us then preferve a fenfe of thofe high privileges which we enjoy
under our prefent Government, accompaniced with gratitude to .
His Majefty, who, in his fpeech, has afforded us fo many ex-
preflions of his paternal affection and attention to our happi-
nefs. He then concluded with moving the addrefs, which was
drawn up in the ufual flile, and exadly correfponded with the
fentiments and wifhes exprefled in His Majefty’s fpeech.

Sir JAMES MURRAY, Bart. faid, that in rifing to Tfecond
the motion, after what had becn fo fully and fo ably ftated by the
honourable mover, little remained for him to fay. On the fub-
je& of the marriage of the Duke of York, he defired to join his
voice of congratulation, He was affured, that there was no
Member who would not feel the higheft fatisfaction in this
event, and readily concur to provide the proptr eftablifhment
on the occafion, If the alliance was highly defirable in a po-
litical point of view, it was not lefs fo with rcfpeét to its ob-
je&, a Princefs greatly loved and refpected in the country, from
which fhe came, of the moft amiable difpofitions and engaging
manners, who poflefed every requifite, which could fecure the
private felicity of the Duke of York, a point to which, he per-
fuaded himfelf, the Mewmbers were not indifferent, and with
which they did not fail heartily to fympathize.

With regard to the terms of the Treaty between Ruffia and
the Porte, the Houfe would do juitize to the benevolence of
thofe intentions which had engaged his Majefty to take an acs
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tive part in attemptmg to reftore the tranqullhty of thofe two .

Powers. ' His exertions were prompted by the moft laudable
motives, and had in view the maft ufcful end. Certain, how=
ever, it was, that untoward circumftances had occurred to
fruftrate the part ated by our Government upon that occafion,
and the obje& propofed was not anfwered. ‘The particular
failure did not, however, affe& the general principle. Con-
tinental connexions were defirable, and neceffary to this country.
We had reafon, ona former becafion, to experience the bad
confequences of having detached ourfelves from fuch connec-
tions, when, in carrying on 2 heavy.and long war, we ftood
alone and unfupported, while to aggravate our misfortune our

rival, France, had purfued an oppofite policy. Such confes

quences are perhaps not to be dreaded at the prefent moment,
nor was it his intention to infinuate that they were. But the
ufe which we ought to make of the fituation in which France
is placed, is to ftrengthen ourlelves by foreign alliance, to fe-
cure in the prefent favourable moment connexions upon whom
in the hour of danger we may rely with confidence for affiftance
and fapport. How defirable was it lately thought to form an
alliance with Holland ; but Holland is fo engaged in Conti-
nental politics, that an alliance with it cannot be fupported
without likewife forming other connexions. The alliance with
Pruffiy’ is particularly defirable to this country. The naval
fuperiority of this country and the military force of Pruffid
render an union of ftrength highly eligible.  He did not af-
fcrt that there were any immediate profpeéts of war againft
which we were particularly interefted to provide ; but to be
prepared for an attack might fave us the neceff ity of being put
on our defence, and by being able to do much, we might have
occafion to do nothing. The vulgar idea ought not to be
haftily run away with, that Pruffia is a military monarchy,
folely intent on fchemes of conqueft. It is indeed at prefent
in poffeffion of a well-difciplined army and an overflowing
trcafury. But it knows too well the value of thefe advantages,
and is too defirous to retain them on their prefent footing of
ftability, to rifk the hazard incurred by engaging in idle pro-
je&s and ufelefs wars. It has required a degree of refpetabis
lity among the Powers of Europe which it is only folicitous to
prd‘crve, and though it has been thrice lately called out to re-
. Vou: XXXI. C
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pel encroachment, has uniformly contented itfelf with actom-
plifhing its obje&, it has confined itfelf within the ftricteft line
of moderation; and in no inftance, even where the faireft op-
portunities were prefented, attempted to retaliate and afpire at,
conqueft. What advantages, then, were not to be expected
from the efforts of two nations, fuch as England and Pruffia,
united in the fupport of tranquillity and order! When thofe
papers which related to the negociation with Ruffia fhould be
Taid before the Houfe, thcy would be better qualified to judge
of the fyftem of continental policy which had, upon that occa-
fion, influenced the procecdings of Government. To thofe
proceedings a ftrong oppofition had been raifed by perfons of
great abilities in that Houfe, who faw the interefts of the
country in a different point of view from that in which they
were confidered by Adminiftration. That oppofition had no
doubt a confiderable effeét on the minds of men, and in fome
meafure tended to influence the event, which followed. The
Emprefs of Ruffia, a wife Princefs, perceiving the oppofition
of fentiment which exifted in this country to any war againft
her dominions, failed not to take advantage of the circumftance
in promoting her own purpofcs, and was induced to perfift in
a demand, in fupport of which the would not otherwife have
been inclinable to run the rifk of hoftility. With regard to
the affairs of India, our hopes of fuccefs were founded on the
abilities and courage of the commander and troops in that
country ; of thefe we had been afcertained by paft experience,
which afforded the beft ground of affurance to our future prof-
pe@s. On thelaft part of His Majefty’s {peech he would only
remark, that however oppofite parties might be in fentiment,
they would all unite to rejoice in the profperity of their coun-
try. The condu of the French, which had fo often been in-
troduced into that Houfe as the fubjeét of ftricture, warranted,
in his opinion, one ¢onclufion: if the French werejuftified in
overturning their conftitution, if they really had a conftitution,
it was becaufe that conftitution was eflentially bad : our con-
ftitution is excellent ; it united the advantages of laws, fup-
ported by authority, and freedom, regulated by order ; and fo
far from defiring any change of the prefent fyftem of Govern-
_ment, we ought carefully to watch its prefervation, and be pre-
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pared to go any lengths to fupport it. He concluded with fe-
conding the addrefs.

Mr. GREY faid, that after having liftened to His Majefty’s
fpeech, which began with a fubje& of congratulation, in
which all muft join, and concluded with a refle@tion on the
profperity of the country ; and after having heard the two ho-
nourable fpeakers, it was matter of regret to him, that any
thing fhould have been introduced into the body of the addrefs,
which thould prevent the unanimous vote which the firft fpeakers
had hoped would take place, and in which he would have with~
ed to have concurred upon this occafion. With regard' to fo-
reign politics, it was not his intention to enter into the wide
field of difcuflion which had been adopted by the honourable
Member who had fpoken laft. He was glad to fee that the
principle for which he and other Members had laft feffion con-
tended, was now acknowledged, that no vote of approbatiqn
ought to be required to any meafure, till complete information
Lad been afforded of the circumftances which had preceded it.
With refpeét to the Ruflian armament, it was a moft important
fubje& of difcuflion, but as any attempt to bring forward that
fubjeét had evidently been difcouraged on the other fide of the
Houfe, he fhouid not attempt to enter upon it at prefent. The
proper time for fuch difcuflion, as had been remarked, was not
come. A promife had been made that the neceffary papers
fhould be laid before the Houfe, and he fhould now wait in
expeltation of that promife. It might be curiousto know
how far the interfercnce of this country had been effe@ual, or
whether the preliminaries of the treaty between Ruffia and the
Porte had been infléenced by our recommendation, or had been
figned before fuch recommendation had taken place ; but re-
fpe&ing this point, it was not now his bufinefs to enquire.—
The day muft at laft come when the difcuffion would be deli-
berately conduced, and the decifion maturely formed. From
the degree of conviction which that day fhould be found to pro-
duce, it would be afcertained how far any Member preferred
the fupport of a Minifter to his duty to his conftituents.

The honourable Baronet who feconded the addrefs, had in-
timated, that had it not been for the oppofition made in Par-
ament to the obje& which the Minifter had in view when he

Cz



' PARLIAMENTARY A. 1792.

armed againft Ruffia, he“might have carried hié point, and
compelled the Emprefs, by force of arms, to relinquith the
pofleffion of Oczakow. If that oppofition which had been
made, had, as was hinted, the effe& to prevent a war fo ab-
furd, apd contrary to the interefts of this country, he fhould,
till the lateft day of his life, exult in the part he had then
#Qed, and in having been an inftrument, however humble, to
promote fo glorious an obje&. But after hearing the terms of
tnoderation which had been, in this inftance, thought necef-
fary to be employed with relpe&t to the interference in which
this ,country had been engaged between Ruffia and the Porte,
he was furprifed, that in another article Minifters fhould have
ventured upon a mode of expreffion {o very different, and feem-
ed to call for the difcuflion, and to pravoke the cenfure, which,
in the other inftance, they were folicitous to fhun: he meant
with refpe& to the war in India. And here, before he fhould
proceed farther, he fhould move to be read a paragraph of His
Majefty’s fpecch, at the commencement of laft feffion of Par-
liament. The paragraph which related to the 2ffairs of India
being accordingly read by the clerk, was as follows :

“ You will have obferved, with concern, the interruption
¢ which has taken place in the tranquillity of our Indian pof~
¢ feflions, in confcquence of the unprovoked attack of an ally
¢ of the Britifh nation. The refpeétable flate, however, of
¢ the forces, under the direion of the Government tHere,
¢ and the confidence in the Britith name, which the fyftem
$¢ prefcribed by Parﬁamcnt has eftablithed among the native
¢ Powers in ]India, afford the maft favourable profpe& of a
¢ fpeedy and fuccefsful conclufion.”

This paragraph, refumed Mr. Grey, exprefles, in terms
‘nearly the fame as thofe employed in the prefent fpeech, the
hope of the war being brought to a fpeedy conclufion. It
feems, then, a little extraordinary, that we fhould now be
called to congratulate eurfelves upon our fuccefs, while we
yemain in a fituation not more favourable than at that former
period, and flill equally diftant from our objc&. It is la-
mentable, indeed, that the profPe& then afforded, fhould not
Jave been made good. If any fuccefs had really taken place,
it could only have been communicated by the laft difpatcheg,
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of the contents of which they avere not yet in pofleffion, and -
to which, while they remained ignorant of their tendency, they
could not be called to give any approbation. Where, then,
was the ground for the expreflions of congratulation contained
in the addrefs ? For his part, he was at a lofs to find it, except
he was to confider retreats as victories, and mifcarriages as
fuccefs. The obje&t of the war was avowedly to reduce Se-
ringapatam, and exterminate the power of Tippoo. If that
was the cafe, would any one fay that it had been accomplith-
ed ? For to what docs the fuccefs, of which we are informed
in thie former difpatches, amount? We fhall find, that it con-
fitts in the retreat of two commanders, in circumftances of
fuch diftrefs and difficulty, as compelled them to leave behind -
.their artillery ; and one of whom was obliged to abandon his
fick and wounded to the mercy of a Prince, whom we have
been accuftomed to reprefent as a cruel and inexorable tyrant.
Yet, we are told of our fuccefs, and of the profpeéts of a
fpeedy and honourable conclufion of the war ; profpeéts which
arc no otherwife authorifed, than by our again proceeding to
an attack, in which we have already experienced a repulfe :
than by our being on the eve of a new campaign, from which
we have only to look for the certainty of additional expence,
On this part of the addrefs, therefore, I would ‘propofe to
move an amendment.

With refpe@ to other parts of the fpeech, I acknowledge
them to be exceedingly grateful to my feelings. I am only
furprifed that fome redu@ion of_the cftablifhments which is
now propofed, fhould not have been adopted before, and truft
that at laft ft will be effetually carried into execution, and
not merely employed as a bait for popularity. Of thofe flou-
rithing profpe&s which arc held out with refpeét to the reve-
nue, we fhall better be able to judge, when we enter upon an
examination of real ftatements.

The other point on which he meant to touch, was the ex-
preflion of a hope entertained by his Majefty, that fome of the
fubfifting taxes might be repealed. He was very well con-
vinced, that it would give the higheft pleafure to the paternal
heart of the King, to fee a poflibility of relieving his people
from any part of their heavy burdens. He muit, however,
obferve, that it was rather unufual, he believed, for a recom-

4
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mendation of that nature to come from the Throne, becaufe
it looked fomewhat like an encroachment upon the privilege of
the Houfe of Commons, to whom it belonged exclufively to
originate every meafure relating either to the laying on or taking
off taxes. And therefore, though he muft perfectly approve of
the obje&, there appeared to him fomething queftionable in
the mode of introducing it. Perhaps he was over-cautious ;
‘but the right of determining in all queftions relative to money
was the moft facred and the moft important privilege of the
Houfe, and could not be watched with too much care. The
duty of a Houfe of Commons was in many inftances invidious ;
they were bound to give falutary advice, where it was not moft
pleafing ; they were bound to impofe taxes, which, however
neceflary, were always odious.

In difcharging thefe duties, they had nothing to fupport
them but the confidence and affeion of their conftituents,
but the perfuafion which they fhould entertain that they acted
under the influence of common interefts, and impofed no
burden, which, asindividuals, they were not themfelves ready
to bear, and which they did not confider as neceffary to the ge-
neral welfare.  But fhould they, in the prefent inftance, upon
cxamining the ftate of the country, find it neceffary to con-
tinue the exifting taxes, and inftead of granting any relief, ra-
ther apply the furplus to a more fpeedy extinction of the na-
tional debt, would they not incur a certain degree of odium,
while the attention of the people would be turned to the Throne,
as the quarter from which they were to expeét the mitigation
of their burdens. Or, in Snother point of view, might not
fome Member, from regard to the Royal recommendation, be
led to vote for fuch relief, contrary to his own better judge-
ment? But, perhaps, he might feel the danger too ftrengly,

~or regard it with too fearful an eye. Yet he confidered it as
proper to employ this warning in the firft inftance. He had
only onc thing farther to remark. Laft year a convention had
been concluded with Spain, from which great advantages had
been propofed ; among other conditions, it had been ftipulated,

. that a compenfation fhould be made for the injuries fuftained
by the Britith Merchants, but they had not yet been informed,
whether any means had been taken to obtain that compenfation,
or what progrefs had becn made for that purpofe.
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The total filence of the fpeech on this head, might afford
room for unpleafant conje@ure, and could not certainly be
very gratifying to the people of this country. Having made
thefe remarks, he fhould not detain the Houfe longer, but
while he fincerely congratulated the Nation on the flattering
profpesheld out in the fpeech, fhould beg leave to move the
amendment in the addrefs, that inftead of the words ¢ the fuc-
¢ cefs which has already attended them,” &e¢. fhould be in-
ferted, ¢ That fenfible of the difadvantages of a procraftinated
¢ war, and convinced that it muft be -attended with almoft
¢ certain ruin to she finances of the Company, we cannot
‘¢ but exprefs our regret, that the profpe& which His Majefty
¢ held out to us in his moft gracious fpecch from the throne,
‘¢ at the opening of the laft feflion of Parliament, has not
¢ yet been realized. At the fame time gratefully to ac-
¢ knowledge His Majefty’s paternal carc and attention to the
¢ fafety and happinefs of his people, exprefled in his benevo-
¢ lent wifth for the conclufion of a fpecdy and honourable
¢ peace.”

Major Maitland feconded the amendment.

The amendment having been read by the Speaker, and the
queftion propofed upon it, .

Mr. DUNDAS faid, that all the Members muft join moft
cordially in exprefling their thanks for the information contain-
ed in His Majefty’s fpeech, with refpet to the marriage of the
Duke of York with the eldeft daughter of the King of Pruffia ;
they muft all concur chearfully in meeting His Majefty’s pro-
pofition of providing a fuitable eftaBlithment for their rank ;
and they muft Jikewife all feel highly gratified in the growing
profperity of the conntry, and fincerely ufe their endeavours
to fecure the continuance of thofe ineftimable bleflings which
they had long poifefled and which they had undoubtedly derived
from the excellent conftitution under which they lived. Thefe
were points with refpeét to which there could exift no differ-
ence of opinion, and from which only could refult one ge-
neral feeling of fatisfaétion. But the honourable Member,
who had fpoken laft feemed to reft his oppofition to the Ad-
drefs merely upon his objetion to that part of it which con-
gratulated His Majefty on our fuccefles in India, upon which
obje&ion he had founded an amendment. T'o that amend-

[
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ment he, for one, muft oppofe his negative, and give his.vote
for the Addrefs, asoriginally moved. As the honourable gen-
tlemen did not obje& to the other parts of the Addrefs, he
would dire& himfelf precifely, and diftinétly to that part of the
" honourable gentleman’s fpeech, which referred to his objec-
tion. The honourable gentlemen, had ftated truly, that the
war was not concluded, a fa& which could not be denied ; but
he had endeavoured to infinuate that the war was a war of de-
feat and difgrace to the Britith arms, that the condu of Lord
Cornwallis had not been that of an able Commander, and that
we had in the courfe of the war gained no advantages. It was
in thofe refpeds, that the honourable gentleman’s opinion and
his Complctely differed. At the fame.time, that the honour-
able Gentleman gave no credit to the brilliant fucceffes of our
arms, he feemed to have forgotten the hiftory of the war in
India. Withregard to its commencement, he faid, that fub-
je& had been (o fully, completely, and diftinétly difcuffed laft
feflion, that little remained for him to fay, particularly as the
Houfe had, after fuch difcuflion, been convinced of the ne-
ceffity, as well as the juftice and policy of the meafure. The
bonourable gentleman had advanced, that there was a total
failure of the purpofes and objeéls of the laft campaign, be-
caufc Scringapatam was not taken. This, however, he de-
_pied to be the cafe; the obje&t of the laft campaign was, to
enable us te conclude a wat unprovoked, and relu&antly un-
dertaken on our part; and certainly, every ftep that tended to
accellerate this defirable conclufion, was entitled to the epithet
of fuccefsful : and he affirmed, that the fuccefles of Lord Corn-
wallis, during the laft campmgn, were unparalleled, when
compared to former wars in that country. He ftated; that
fince the commencement of the war, we had detached from
Tippoo the intereft and aid of every power on the Malabar
coaft; and it was well known, that nothing did us more mif-
chief in our wars with Hyder Ally, than the fupport he met
with in the Malabar country. On the contrary, we had now
not only detached them from Tippoo ; but the Bibby of Can-
nanore, as well as cvery Rajah and Polygar on the Malabar
coaft, were become our friends, and had thewn their readinefs
to affift us. By our interpofition a confederacy had been re-
newed between ws, the Mahrattas, and the Nizam; and 2
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that eemmly had been attended with the mq&
brilliant fucceffes.. The Mahrattas, by the taking of Darwar,
had fecured a key ta a great and rich country; and the fuccefles
“ of the Nizam, had given us a command of the Myfore country ;
by thefe the refources were tripled ; and would gentlemen fay,
that thefe were not brilliant fuccefles? add to this the capture of
Bangalore, a piece of good fortune that had infpired our allies
with confidence, and by which Tippoo was completely hem-
med in, and fhut up in a narrow and confined diftri& round
his capital, unfit to fupply him wih provifions, and in every
refpe placed in a2 moft hazardous and irkfome fituation ;
this he took to be the prefent fituation of the war in India,
at leaft, as far as he had any opportunity of knowing’; though,
he owned, his opinions were formed not from the laft dif-
patches, for it was not, he declared, half an hour previous to
his having come into the Houfe fince he had occafion to look
at them, in confequence of circumftances that had retarded
their arrival. He mentioned, that Lord Cornwallis, when he
formed the plan for taking Seringapatam, was perfeétly aware
of the many and great difficulties he had to encounter, and not-
withftanding, had he not met with'the moft unforefeen cafual-
ties and accidents, there can be little doubt, but he would have
accomplifhed the great obje& of his enterprize. Having thus
mentioned what he conceived to be brilliant fucceffes, he ex-
prefled as his opinion that the words of the addrefs were fully

warranted by our a&ual fituation in India.

- He then replied to the obfervation ofeMr. Grey, refpe@ing
the propriety of- ftating in His Majefty’s fpeech the hopes which
he ente.rtnmed that'Parliament might be enabled, from the grow-
ing increafe of the Revenue, to take off fome portion of the
exifting burdens; and thought that, when the difagreeable
tatk of being obliged to make demands that occafioned taxa-
tion, remained with His Majefty, it would be very hard to
" deprive him of the pleafing hopes and beneficent feelings oc-
cafioned by the poffibility of alleviating the burdens of his peo-
ple; and he affirmed, that he knew ofgo part or article of the
Britifh conftitution that in confequence of holding the preroga-
tive of the Crown barred His Majefty from indulging or ex-
prefling fuch hopes and feclings. He held the rights and pri-

Vor. XXXI. D
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W of thut Monfe in high eftimation, - but he eonﬁdered a

wddd‘ the argument that had been ufed, to create jea-

¥ abouit out fituation, as fpeculative and unneceffary. In-

‘the honourable gentleman himfelf did not feem to have

" laid great ftrefs on this obje@ion. With regard to the novelty

of the meafure, the honourable gentleman might be pretty

, right, for he believed any thing like a hope or intimation from

“thethrone, that there was a probability of dminifhing the taxes,

was rather a novelty in any Adminiftration: but furely it was

a novelty of that fort, whi®h ought rather to be welcomed than

repulfed. He concluded with repeating that he fhould oppofe
the amendment.”

‘The Hon. Major MAITLAND, after having exprefled the
fatisfaion which he felt from other parts of the addrefs, faid,

. he did not mean to detain the Houfe but for a very fhort time,

* though he thought it abfolutely indifpenfable to his duty to ex-
prefs his furprize at the claufe being introduced which con-
gratulated His Majefty on the fucceffes gained in India, and his
ftill greater furprize that there could be found in that Houfe two
Members who would come down to move and fdcond an ad-
drefs with that claufe in it.

‘What the right honourable Secretary had faid, refpe&mg the
great confequence of our being affifted by the Powers on the
Malabar coaft, he thought muft be much exaggerated : cer-
tainly, he could not ftate the Bibby of Cannanore as a power-
ful ally, for he was one of the petticft Rajahs on that coaft,
and if, as had been fiated, all the other Princes, Rajahs, and
Polygars, were emancipated from the tyranny of Tippoo Sul-
tan, that fa& was entirely unknown to the Houfe. No notice
feemed to be taken of General Abercrombie’s retreat, although
he had been obliged to leave behind, in the precipitancy with
which he condu@ed it, his battering train, his cattle, and

" what was ftill more deplorable, his fick in the hofpital. He
commented upon our allies in the Carnatic, and on the fuc-
cefles of the Mahrattas and the anam, which were fo much
enlarged upon by the right honourable gentleman, and ridi-
culed the idea of enhancing the value of the capture of Dar-
war, by calling it akey to the Myfore country.

.He affirmed that Tippoo was not confined in the manner

. tlut was faid, nor in any unpleafant ﬁtuauon. With regard
3 .
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*to Lord Cornwallis, he refpecied highly his charaltér, but was,
much burt, as a military man, that he was obliged to fpuak
concerning his fucceffes, which he confidered in no other light
than a continued chain of difappointments and difafters fince-
he left Madras, attended with a great expence of money, and
effufion of blood, without the leaft certainty or probability of
any advantage. He adverted to the recalling of General
Meadows, and the total alteration of the meafures which he
had purfued for twelve months previous to Lord Cornwallis
having quitted Madras. The capture of Bangalore he cer-
tainly regarded as a vitory, not however obtained in a military
way, though much praife might be due both to officers and
men on the occafion, fo much as by way of fecuring a retreat
from a principle of abfolute neceflity. He contended, that the
boafted confederacy was formed on views of ambition, much
more {o, indced, than thofe which we could with any juftice
impute to Tippoo Sultan. He quoted Lord Cornwallis’s re-
fle@ion upon his own fituation ; and his opinion, that a pro-
craftinated war would be attended with ruin to the Company’s
finances. He made fome obfervations on the attack of Serin-
gapatam, which certainly had no pretenfiens to be called a
viftory ; he knew well the fpirit, a&ivity, and ‘courage of a
Britith army in India ; he knew that we neither wanted men,
ammunition, nor bravery ; but give us fomething toeat. The
objeét of the laft campaign had been defeated, not through
want of gallantry in our foldiers or condué in our officers,
but through want of food. The fame gallantry, the fame
condu&t, wouldebe fhewn again; but the fame enemy, by
which they were defeated before, would, he feared, defeat
them again ; famine forced our army to retreat laft campaign,
and he feared it would have to contend with famine again ; a

" mew battering train might be provided, a freth and ample fup-
ply of draught catde ; but a good Commiffary of provifions

would be to the full as neceffary, though, he apprehended, in-

finitely more difficult to be found.

After all this, he thought it curious to compare the prefent
circumftances with what fell from the right honourable Secre-
tary in May laft, He thenfaid, that India was hkely to fend

sefources to England, before England would luvo occafion n'

Da
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adfift India.. . This was now fully contradied by Lord Com-
wallis, though‘the Houfe and the Country muft think, that.
both the noble Lord and the right honourable gentleman had.
fermed their judgement from the fame documents. Perhaps,
however, the difference in their mode of expreffion might arife
from their different fituations, and what was 2 fafe argument
for aGeneral Officer on a foreign command, might be fatal
te a politician at home. He faid much ftrefs had been laid on
" the lofs which Tippoo had fuftained, but not a word was faid
of ours ; and admitting thofe arguments to be carried to their
maximum, he confidered our fituation to be far from fuccefs-
ful. Tippoo Sultan had been defcribed as a cruel and merci~
lefs tyrant, and an unjuft invader of Travancore and Iacottah,
and this was made the oftcnfible ground of the confederacy
againft him. But if the Houfe would look at the letter of Lord
Cornwallis to the Nizam, in May, 1789, it would be found,
that this was only a pretext, and not the real caufe of the war.
In that letter, the noble Lord reprefented Tippoo, not as a
tyrant, or cruel or bloody, but as ¢ a Prince of great ability
¢ and great ambition ;" and fuch, therefore, as it was the
Nizam’s intereft to weaken. His Lordfhip accordingly pro-
poled a confederacy againft him, but wifhed not to conclude a
fpecific treaty for the purpofe, left Tippoo fhould get intelli-
gence of it, and make that a ground for an immediate war ;
he defired, however, that the Nizam would confider that let-
ter, as amounting in cﬂ'eél to a treaty. Here was the real
caufe of the war ; and as we had provoked it, we mutt in fair-
nefs and juftice be confidered as the aggreflars, who covered
our real obje&, which was, by offenfive war, to extirpate the
power of a Prince of great ability, and made his views upon
“Travancore a pretext for that war, which, if Travancore had
never exifted, would neverthelefs have been waged againft
Tippoo. As to his ambition and thirft for war, in what did
itappear? Not furely in his repeated efforts to procure peace,
or the humiliation to which he had frequently defcended, for
the purpofe of prevailing upon our Government to grant it to
him. The confederacy againft him was as injudicious as it
'wasg unjuft : the Nizam and the Mahrattas would, no doubt,
femain firm and feady in the anion, until the extirpation. of
Tippoo ; but, that end once accomplithed, there was as little
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doubt but they woul Fall ‘dut with us about the fpoil of thet
“Prince, whofe higheft crime, in the eye of the Britith Govera-
ment, was, that he wag a manof great ability,

Mr. J. T. STANLEY. obferved, with regret, that on tln'
proud day there fhould be any r diverfity of opinionupon any/pomt
contained in the very graciousfpeech from the Throne. The
happy profpe&s which it held out, could not fail to gnimate
every bofom, and he had hoped would have been produ&iw
only of unanimity and fatisfation.

General SMITH begged leave to affign the reafons w}uchm-
duced him to differ on this occafion from thofe refpe&table
friends, with whom it was a pleafure to agree on moft other
meafures. The war was, in his opinion, abfolutely neceffary,
for Tippoo was the fworn enemy of the Britith name in India ;
and as that Prince would not leave any °thing undone to root
that name out of Hindoftan, fo ought the Britith Government
to refolve never to make peace with him, or fheathe the fword
until he was completely extirpated.  The fucceffes of the laft
campaign, he contended, were fplendid and brilliant 5 the
only thing that could give a colour to a contrary opinion, was
the retrcat of our army from before Seringapatam. Lord Corn-
wallis himfelf was apprchenfive that he fhould arrive too late
in the feafon betore that capital 5 the poffibility of a retreat
was therefore forefecn by himfelf, and was occafioned, not by -
the cnemy, but by the climate.  For his own part, he wifhed:
the noble Lord had not gone to Seringapatam till after the mon-

“foon ; had he put an end to the camipaign by the capture of
Bangalore, evesy one would have faid that his fuccefleshad
been truly brilliant : what he had forefeen, and had been the:
effe& of climate, and not the dcfeat, ought not to be confidered-
as derogating from the fplendor of our viGories. Tippoo, he
maintained, was aCtually hemmed in, on the North, the
SoutH, and the Eaft, and was confiried to a very narrow flip of
land ; and there was not a doubt in his mind, but Seringapa~
tam was at this moment in the hands of Lord Cornwallis,

Mr. FOX exprefled his regret, that after having agreed in the
addrefs to His Majefty on the opening of the feflion of Parlia~
ment for fo many years, although during that time he had
generally differed from thefe entrufted with the adminiftration
of his government, he fhould now find himfelf obliged to op--



W PARYFAMENTARY A ry92:

‘”hmﬁ' it,"wehen it contained fo many topics, om.
‘which i, #nd every man who refpefted His Majefty's perforal
fetlings, and rejoiced in the profperity of the country, muft

Soncur; - v .

. 'Om the firft tbpic, no man could ftand forward with more
seadinefs and fincerity than he did to congratulate His Majefty.
Mo inan could participate more cordially in the fatisfaltionr
whieh His Majefty derived from the illufirious conne&ion
which the Duke of York had formed, at once honourable to
himfelf, and aufpicious to his country ; and he trufted there
would be no difficulty oppofed to enabling His Majefty to form
2 fuitable and fpecdy eftablifhment for His Royal Highnefs and

To feveral other topics introduced into the addrefs, he could
give his warmeft approbation. The honourable gentleman
who moved it, feemed to approve, with a degree of relutance,
that part of the fpeech which related to fome reduion of our
naval and ‘military force. He had always been of opinion
that fuch reduions might have been made at a much earlier

. period ;3 but fo little was he difpofed to find fault with the paft,
and fo happy to approve when he had an opportunity of ap-
proving, that provided the reduclions were at laft made in a
fair. and effe@ual manner, fo as to afford fubftantial relief ta
the country, the honourable gentleman would be but a cold
fupporter of the meafure in comparifon of him.

. The parts that related to the increafe of the revenue, and
the general profperity of “the finances, muft be fatisfaltory to
&l who had an. intereft in the country ; but if when the ac-
counts came to the laid before the Houfe, that increafe thould
be fufficient to defray the late extraordinary expences, that
circumftance would be no juftification of the condu& by which
thofe expences werc incurred. It was no excufe for unnecef-
fary profufion, that the nation was pofleflcd of unexpeded re.
fources : nor could any Minifter be allowed to fay, It istrue
T have been lavith of the public money, but the public induftry
swd the public wealth have outftript my profufion. It had
Peen faid,

= Stultitiam patiuntur spes,

1;u't it would be a-very dangerous affumption in politics, that
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the wealthi of ady nahoneouldbegmmrhm itional fou,
would overcome.

Having faid this much in general terms, he proceeded to
comment on other parts of the Addrefs, to notice the omiffion
of fome things which ought to have been nientioned in Hig
Majefty's fpeech, and to flate his reafons for voting for the
amendment moved by his honourable friend. -

The gentlemen who moved and feconded the Addrefs, had
not confined their remarks to the terms of the Speech, hut kad
extended them to the articles of the pacification effeéted by our

- mediation in conjun&ion with our allies. For his .own part,
he was too blunt to fee, and too dull to comprehend, how ei-
ther the new or the old line of demarkation between the Houfe
of Auftria and the Ottoman Porte could be of the leaft import-
ance to this country ; but he could not help obferving the cu-
rious manner in which the new line had been fettled. It was
“faid, in the firft inftance, that préliminary articles had been
fettled between the contending powers, on the foundation of
the 2114: quo, not fuch a flatus quo as the French had formerly
devifed, a flatus quo as things ought to be, but a flatus gie’ as
they a&tually were before the war. This foundation, for the
honour of the mediating powers, was to be ftritly maintained
in the definitive treaty; but before that definitive treaty was
agreed upon, a new line of demarkation, by which a certain
extent of territory was to be transferred from one to the other,
was alfo agreed upon the fame day. This was ridiculous;
and it was of confequence to nations®to prevent their proceed-
ings frombeingthe fubject of ridicule. Inftead of negociating,
and even arming to maintain’an, abfolute fatus quo, and agree-
ing in the fame inftant to a demarkation of limits, by which
that fatus quo was to be completely furrendered, how much
more honourable and dignified would it have been to have re-
forted to the convenient term, exifting circumflances, as appli-
cable, furely, to the negociation with Auftria, as to that with
Ruffia, and have taken the French fatus quo of things not as
they had been, but as they ought to be in future. While he
animadverted on the abfurdity of thus infifting on a fatus quo
in words, and conceding it in faét, he defired to be underftood,
that neither for the new nor the old line of demarkation, would
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bhﬁﬂlﬁdmwmchundredth part of a Britifh life,
or d\q hundredth part of a Britifh pound.
Qv the negociation with Ruffia, the. Houfe were pmmtfed
'the pa;‘eﬂ neceffary for thieir information ;. and €ill thofe pa-
peto were before them he fhould referve what he had to fay
on the fubje& If the information was partially given, if
;hey were informed only of what all the world knew, and
every thing moft material for them to know was withheld, he
thould .be furprifed indeed if any proof of the increafing
mlth and refources of the country could induce the Houfe
to pay the expence of the armament. . The honourable Baro-
net who feconded the addrefs had mentioned new circumftances
arifing as the reafon that induced the Minifter to recede from
his original propofitions. He had not, however, been able to
point out any of thofe circumftances, and at laft fairly put it
upon the difcuffions that had taken place in Parliamént. The
. honourable Baronet would niot be more forry for what he had
faid, that he (Mr. Fox) and the gentlemen who thought as he
did on thofe difcuffions, confidered it as the higheft compli-
ment to their exertions, and as tending to fecure to them the
approbation and the confidence of their conftituents and theu'
country. In calling for the good fenfe of the country, in
warning the people of their danger, and obliging the Minifter
to abandon the moft abfurd and impolitic attempt that ever
was conceived, they had done their duty then, and had now
the confcioufnefs of having done fignal fervice to the nation.
But it was faid, that thefe difcuffions provoked the conteft-;
that but for them Ruflia would, have yielded. That it would
siot have been for the intereft of Ruffia to conténd at the haz-
ard of a war, he was ready to admit ; but that the govern-
ment of a country, like that of Ruffia, not immediately un-
. der the control of public opinion, might have been impelled
by refentment, or obfhnacy, to refift, even at the hazard of
war, was at leaft a probable fuppofition. The Emprefs had
declared that the would not yield, and the Minifter alfo that
.he would not. On this fuppofition, what muft have been the
confequence, had not the minority in Parliament, and the
fenfe of the Public, interpofed? 'The Minifter would have
on with his menaces; the Emprefs would have perfifted
in her claims; and he muft either have gone to war foran



A ima. DEBAREE " e
objel which was now admitted both by himfelf and his friends
as not worth going to war for, or expofed the nation by rece-
ding, as the bully, inftead of the mediator of Europe. I
meant to intimidate the Emprefs, he muft have faid ; I trufted
to her fears, but {he was not to be intimidated; I was there-
fore under the neceffity of apologizing for the peremptorinefs
of my derhands, by the humility of my retraftation ; for the
infolence of my menaces by the meannefs of my fubmiffion.
Such muft have been the confequences, but for the interpofi-
tion of thofe who thought as he did, and had the courage to
avow it : unfuccefiful indeed in numbers, but ftrong in argu-
ment. Minifters on that occafion were not athamed to per-
{uade 2 majority to fupport that as of the higheft importance
to the interefts of Great Britain ard her allies, which they
themfelves had predetermined to give up as of ro importance
atall. How they who had been fo perfuaded, or their lead-
crs, felt on the fubie&, he knew not. He knew how he him-
lelf thould have felt in either fituation. The honourable gen-
tleman who feconded the addrels, had, in the courflc of the
faft feflion, ftood almoft fingle in maintaining the great confe-
quence of Oczakow in the frale between Ruflia and the
Porte. They therefore who propofed to him to fecond an ad-
drefs, in which all that he had then faid wasin fa& now unfaid, af-
ter having fo long relied on the confidence of athers, were at lalt
determincd to difplay no lefs a degree of confidence in them-
felves. It required no moderate fhare of confidence to fay to
any4Pmtieman, ¢ That which you €o ably contended for as
of the higheft importance, we have abandoned as of none;
will you have the goodnefs to move an addrefs, approving of
what we have done i ‘The honourable gentleman feemed to
feel the awkwardnefs of his fituation, and was obliged to fhel-
ter himfelf behind the cover of exifting circum(tafices. What'
thofe exifting circumftances were, he had not condefcended to
ftate.

For the farther difcuffion of that negociation, he waited for
the papers promifed to the Houfe. He hoped when they
came they would be complete, and afford ample room for full
and fair difcuflion. They were obliged to His Majefty for
his gracious promifc of granting the papers, for if the Houfe

Voi. XXXI. E
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Wﬁl the wptnion adopted faft year with refpeét to the
Coinvenfion with Spain, they had no other means of obtaining
any information on any megociation pending or concluded.
If they could not afk for papers, they could only obtain them
by His Majefty's gift. In that opinion, however, he trufted
they did not perfift, confiftency in evil being not a virtue, but
acrime. The do&rine of laft year was, that papers were
‘mever to be called for refpe@ing any negociation, or any
treaty, unlefs there appeared on the face of it fuch ftrong pre-
‘fumptions of criminality as feemed to call for the impeach-
ment of Minifters, and induce them to fill their addrefs with
threats of gibbets and axes. The papers, he trufted, for the
fake of Minifters, were not given on this, but on the good
old parliamentary do&rine; not on His Majefty’s reafoning
with himfclf that he had armed to fupport a negociation, and

. when the armament was ready to a&, given up the whole ob-
je& for wHich he armed ; that in this condué of his Minif-
‘ters there was fomethmg fo abfurd, as made it advifeable,
without waiting for an addrefs from the Houfe, filled with
the harth and ungracious terms of impeachment, axes, and
gibbets, to fund down the papers, and fubmit the whole bufi-
nefs to a fair inveftigation.

This he could not believe to be the motive of His Majefty’s
promife, any morc than that the Houfe, or even the Minifters
had ever ferioufly adopted as a general principle, the doétrine
of laft feffion with refpeét to papers.

With refpe& tothe répeal of taxes, as fuggefted in His Ma-
jefty's fpeech, and moft properly obferved on by his honour-
able friend, who moved the amcndment as infringing on the
privileges of the Houfe of Commons, for the uncandid and de-
lufive purpofe of catching at furreptitious popularity, he could
not but'remark, that the obfervations of his honourable friend

“had been treated by the right honourable Secretary with a de-
gree of levity unfuitable to the fubje®. To originate taxes, .
andto originate the repeal of taxes, was the peculiar right of
the' Houfe; and any infringement, or any thing fhort of an in-
fringement, that feemed to call in queftion that right, might
be taken up as a breach of privilege. It was not, however,
,in that point of view that he meant to confider it. The fitua-

&mn of the country was that of owing a debt of great magni-
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tude, for which 2 gmtmﬁwupzyable, mpoffeﬂionof
peace, and an .increafing revénue. For the reduien of the
debt, the Houfe had appropriated one million annually 7 butin_
doing that, they never meant to decide that in cafe the Teve-
nue fhould increale, they would apply no more thana mil-
lion to the redu&ion of the debt and remit taxes to the amount
of all the furplus above that fum. How much they ought in
any circumftances to apply to the reduétion of the debt, and
how much to the immediate relief of the people by a remif-
fion of taxes, was a queftion of great importance and difficulty.
The extreme—that the whole furplus was to be applied to pay
off debt, or go to the remiffion of taxes, was not to be main-
tained on either fide. 'What the mean might be was not eafy
to determine, and being fo, the difcuffion thould be free.—
Above all it was extremely unfit that men’s minds fhould be
prejudiced by the authority of an opinion exprefled by His Ma-
jefty. The fpeech exprefled a hope that the.redu&ion of eftab-
lifhments, and the increafe of the revenue, would enable them
to enter on a f{yftem of relieving his fubjets from part of the
exifting taxes. Now what would be the cafe when they came
to debate? Suppofe he, or any other Member, or even the
majority of the Houfe, to be of the harfh opinion that none of -
the taxes ought to be remitted, an opinion which he was far
from entertaining at prefent, or believing that he thould form,
and which he put merely for the fake of argument, in what a
fituation would they be placed! To the public it would ap-
pear that the King was willing to alleviate the burdens of the
people, but that their own reprefentatives, feeling lefs for them
than he did, perfifted in making them bear what His Majefty
was willing to remit; and were men to be deterred from giv-
ing their honeft opinion on a fubjett of fuch moment, or ex-"
pofed to obloquy and odium if they did? The funétions of that
Houfe moft direétly felt by the people were moft of them un-
gracious ; that of impofing taxes, and making rigorous laws far_
colle&ing them, panticularly fo; and it was neither jut nor
" wife to.teach them look to the Crown for_every inftance of
grace and fav%,gmto their reprefentativés for burdens and
reftraints. | Qn' v&t,xqmm it thaqﬁxg Lords could nei,

E a2 .
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"umux, nor the repeal of an ofd one? T ro-
yﬁiﬂ ,; faX ‘was not certainly levying money on the fubjedt,
‘thé Comment had always been as jealous of the one as
thé othér. For what reafon, but that the Houfe might never
bé put into the unpleafant fituation he had mentioned, of ap-,
pearing to contintig taxes, from which the Lords, or the King,
thought the people might be rclicved? He repeated that he
_ fpoke on this fubje& from mo previous opinion, that it would
not be advifeable to remit part of thefe taxes, and put the fup-
pofition hypothetically. To form any opinion on the fubje&,
it was neceffary to have before him, the accounts of the ex-
pences, and the income, of all which he was yet ignorant.
He wifhed only to be free to form an opinion when the docu-
ments were before him, without any apprehenfion of popular
odium to bias hjs judgement. It had been atked, if he would
deny to the King the plsafing part of fuggefting the repeal of
taxes, when he had often the unpleafant duty of fuggefting the
impofing of them. The King's pleafant part was, the giving
his aflent to the repeal, as the unpleafant part of originating
new taxcs, and the pleafant part of originating the repeal of
old, ought to fall equally to the Houfe of Commons It was
not, he belicved, corret, that the King ever did recommend
taxes. He recommended meafures that required money to
_fupport them, but it was the exclufive privilege of the Houfe
to provide that money by impofing taxes, or otherwife. The
sight honourable Secretary had faid, thatnot the King's recom-
mendation, but the mpeal of taxes, without the fubftitution of
, others, was thencvelty. Did he mean'to fays that taxes never
" before wese repealed or reduced? Within one, two, or'three
years after the conclufion of every war, except the laft, a re-
tiflion to the amount of half a million had taken place by the
redution of the land tax, and that without any fuggeftion
from the King. It was, therefore, not the thing, but the mode
that was new. When the land tax was reduced from four to
three thillings in the pouhd, in 1763, had he been then in
Parliament, he fhould have voted agnmft that redu@ion. Had
“he done {o after 3 recommendation from the' throge, he fhould
-Rave been in the precife fituation’ in whichyhe hddthewn, nei-

* ther the Houfe nor any individpal Membes could be entirely frec,,
from prejudice.

3



A: 1792 DEWRATES o

He had dwelt mare particolasly on this circumftance, whic
he believed originated in no defign, but merely a miftake on
the part of Minifters, becaufe 2 ftri& adherence to the prin-
ciples on which the three branches of the Legiflature had long
acted with refpe to taxes, tended to preferve that conftitution
on which he had heard fo many and fo deferved encomiums.
To all fuch encomiums he moft cheerfully fubfcribed, when
they were not introduced indire&ly and unfairly, with allufion
to the affairs of other countries, and for the purpofe of convey-
ing cenfureon other perfons, as entertaining fentiments hoftile
to the conftitution. In this way they were often introduced
againft him, and thofe who, like him, did not confider them-
felves as debarred by their reverence for the Britith conftitution,
from reading and thinking, and approving of what feemed
worthy of approbation in forms of Government very different
from it. For himfelf, and thofe who, like him, had frankly
avowed their approbation of what had paffed in France, he
thanked the honourable Baronet who feconded the motion, for
having furnithed him with a better expreffion than he could
have thought of for himfelf. The conftitution of France was ef-
Jentially bad, and every thing was to be rifked to defiroy it the
conflitution of Great Britain is effentially good, and every thing is
to be rifked to preferve it. It wasin vain, therefore, to fay that
they who rejoiced in the deftrution of the one, muft wifh for
the deftruétion of the other. There was no fimilarity between’
them. They were as radically different as good and evil, as
freedom and flavery, and never to Be mentioned in the fame
terms, or any infeience made from the one to the other.

No man could think more highly, or with greater reverence
of the fundamental principles of the Britifh conftitution than he
did. But he could neither fhat his eyes, nor fufpend the
operations of his rcafon ; and where he faw great mifchiefs hap-
pen under any conftitution, he could not help concluding, that
the conftitution was in fome part decayed, or imperfe&.

It muft have been owing to the unwillingnels of Minifters to
damp the pleafure arifing from fo many topics of fatisfa&tion
as the fpeech from the Throne contained, that with the men-
tion of the ineftimable bleflings of liberty, and order, they had
introduced no expreffions of regret and concern at the violent
interruption of order, that Had occwered ip the courfe of the fum-~
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furely, byt extreme re!u&anoe to gaft the.

3“ over fo o many fubjes of rejoicing, could accounts
Aapamifion. To read His Majefty’s fpeech one would,

’ imlﬁﬁe that nothing had happened to difturb the long experi-_
ence of liberty and order fo carnefily recommended as the foun-
dation of all our other bleflings. But the cautious omiffion
could not conceal the evil ; it was impoffible not to know, and
not to lament, that, towards the clofe of the eighteenth cen-
tury, men, inftead of following the progrefs of knowledge and
liberality, had revived the fpirit and the pra&ice of the darkeft
and moft barbarous ages ; and that outrages, the moft unpa-
ralleled and difgraceful, had been committed—difgraceful, he
meant, to the country, nottothe Minifters. They, it wasto
be prefumed, had done every thing in their power to prevent
and to check fuch deteftable proceedings. But whether or not
they, and thofe who a&ted under them, had exerted thcmfelves
as they ought in reprefling the devaftations of a mob, at all '
times mifchievous, but doubly fo when it affumed the pretext
of fupporting Government or Religion, was it not melancholy
to fee that mob reigning triumphant for ncar a week in a rich
and Popu!ous part of the country, and thofe, whofe duty it was
to have denounced the rigour of the law, addrefling them ra-
ther in terms of approbation than rebuke ? Was not this cal-
culated to cherifh an idea which but too fatally appeared to have
been entertained, that the principle on which they pretended to
a&t was not difagreeable to government, however neceffary it

* might be to punith a fewor the irregularity of their proceed-
ings? He accufed Minifters neither of holding nor favouring
fuch opinions. But when it could not be diffembled that fuch
opinions had been held, if not inculeated, it would have been
well if his Majefty had fpoken of fuch riots, and their pretext,
with horror, and of the exertions made to fupprefs them, and
punifh both the authors and the actors, with approbatiom,—
Thefe were not riots for want of bread—fuch every feeling
heart muft pity while it condemned. Neither were they riots
in the caufe of liberty,” which, though highly blameable, and
highly to be reprobated by every good man, and every true
friesd to hberty, had yet fome excufe in their principle. No,
they were the riots of men neither aggrieved nor complaining,
iBut, who, pretending to be the Executors of Government,
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' di&’ﬁi@le& indlvidual obje@s of party ammeﬁ!y"f o private
hatrd, ‘but by perfonal infult, violence, and fire, fet on foot
an. indlfcrimmate pesfecution of an entire defcription of their
fellow “citizens, -that had furnifhed perfons, as eminent, as_
good fuBJe&s, and as,zealous fupporters of the family on the
throne,'as any other in the kingdam could boaft. Inftead of
pafﬁng‘m'er fuch a&s'in filence, ought not His-Majefty’s fen~
timents to have gone forth as a manifefto, applying to them
every epithet vituperative and expreffive of abomination; which
the language could-furnith? When men were found fo deluded

- as to fuppofe that their general obje& was not difagreeable to-

Government, a belief certainly unfounded, it might do much
more mifchiefthan Minifters were fwareof. He had fuppofed
that all pra&lcable meafures were taken to put a ftop to thefe
riots, and to pumfh thofe concerned in them as an example to
others ; busdfter they had threatened the perfon, and deftroyed
the houfe of 2 man, diftinguifhed by a life attached to literature
and ufeful feience,.of Dr. Prieftlcy, whom he named but to
honour, when they had deftroyed all the accumulated labours
of his youth, “when they had demolithed, what neither money
nor induftry coul't.l‘ replace, that which ought to have been the
folace and the ornament of his age, then came from thofc whofe
rank and ftations m‘ight to have given them in‘luence, the flow
defire t6 defift. “How was this defire expreflcd, and how re-
probated a' condud, fubverfive of every principle of civilized
fociety? Friends ani’ Fellau Churchmen! We know you by the
croffes and the bannets -you bear. Youbave now done enough in
this pious canfe. JVhat farther you do, you and we, your  friends,
muft pay for. Your farther exertions might be laudable, but they
would be too expenfivé. If holding fuch degrading language to a
riotous mob could prevent mifchief till affiftance arrived ; if it
could fave a houft from the flames, much more a life, perhaps
the fenfe of ftri€ propriety might yicld without blame, to the
immediate impulfe of compaffion ; but if neither of thefe was '
done, how contemptible ? If they who held it were now athamed
of it, fo much the more was it incumbent upon them and Go-
vernment, to do away the impreflion it might have made, and
to declare thelr abhorrence of alts, which they, in 2 moment
of weaknefs, feemed not'to dxfapprove He hoped, therefore,

' that if an opportunity offred, this would ftill be dons ; and he
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; R it the more largely, as he thought ag occafion
ot offes of noticing it in Parliament again.

Fering remarked on-the general topics and omiffigns of the
fpcoch, he came now to give his reafuns for voting for the
amendment. His Majefty profefled hishopes, that by the dif-
tinguithed bravery and exertions of the officers and troops,
under the able condu& of Lord Cornwallis, the war may
fpeedily be brought to an honourable conclufion. Thefe hopes
were undoubtedly of lefs value, from His Majefty’s having
held out the fame profpeét laft year, which they all know had
not been fulfilled. Had he declared his opinion laft year that
the war would continue till now, he thould have been told that
he was arguing againft frobability, the conclufions of thofe
who had the beft means of information, and cfpecially the af-
furance of His Majcfty from the throne. Frefh hopes were
agsin held out, in which he muft now have lefs confidence
from the failure of the laft.

¢ L'on defefpere, quand on efpere toyjours.”

‘They might renew their hopes from year to year, but they
muftnot forget, that conftant hoping leads at length to defpair.
‘The hopes laft year were, that the war would be terminated in
a fingle campaign, but unforefeen circumftances had retarded
the accomplithment. Not one circumftance had occurred that
had not been forefeen, or which thofe who undertook the war
ought not to have confidered. Was the monfoon an unfore-
feen circumftance ! Did it fet in fooner, or with more violence
than ufual ? Perhaps it might bz faid, that the bad condud of
our officers was the unforefeen circumﬂanGcc; but here the
Houfe was moft improperly called upon before the fervice on
which they were fent was accomplifhed, without any ground
of judging but that they had been unfuccefsful, to approve of
their conduct. Without much knowledge of Lord Cornwal-
Iis, but witha prepoffeffion in favour of his charadter and talents,
‘he would not proftitute the praife of the Houfe, by approving
of the condutt of an officer, who had done nothing as yet on
which. 3 vote of approbation could be reafonably founded. In
whiat'event of the prefent war were they to look for proofs of
the ability which they were called upon to praife? He' had
failed in putting an end to the war within the time expected 3™
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were they to couﬁder that 252, proof of ability ? Hehudmarchu.
ed, too, *mﬁ Seringapatim and fafled ; hehad diré@ted Ges’
neral Abercrombie ‘to approach it from another Quarter, and
when preparing to form a junétion with him, he found that
impoflible, from the intervention of a river ; and the only quef~
tion then was, whether the army that he had ordered to meet
bim, through pafies fo difficult as were never traverfed with
cannon before, fhould get away fafe—was this a prefumption
of ability? If the retreat of that army, inftead of difgraceful
and fcandalous, had been moft orderly and ably conduéted,
would merely going back amount to a proof of able exertion ?
The circumftances of that retreat might be owing to General
Abercrombie, to his orders from Lord Cornwallis, or to caufes
which neither of them could prevent ; he hoped it would yet
appear that neither of them was to blame ; but till this did ap-
pear, how could the Houfe praife ability where they faw no-
thing but mifcarriage and difgrace. When we talked of dif- .
tinguithed bravery and exertions, was the charaéter of the Bri-
tith army fallen fo'low as to make the capture of an Indian
fort, or a viGtory over an Indian army, a matter of diftin-
guithed triumph and exultation ? Was this the utmoft that was
10 be expe@ed from an army the moft numerous, the beft dif-
ciplined, the beft officered, and the beft appointed, as it had
been always reprefented, that Indiaever faw? Thank the ftars
. of the Britith Empire, our fuperiority in arms had been al-
‘ways fuch, that much more important conquefts had been often
achieved by armies far inferior in every refpe to this. Re-
fpe&ting the feelings of Lord Cornwallif and having a refpe&
for his chara&er, * he deprecated this mode of infulting him
with approbation, when there was norational ground on which
to found it, and he called on the friends of the noble Lord to
sefcue him from fuch difgrace. His honourable friend (Ge-
neral Smith) had afked if Tippoo thought the war procrafti-
nated: if the powers of India thought the war procraftinated ?
He had no occafion to refort to fuch evidence, having the tef-
timony of Lord Cqrnwallis himfelf that the war muft be confi~
dered as procraftinated, if it lafted beyond the period of the
-monfoons. In the fpeech of laft year, the confidence infpired
uyo the powers of India by the fan&ion of Parliament, to the

v Ver. XXXI. F
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“iegifreh adopied by our government there; was held out as
ﬁiﬁ,M‘gxounds of hope. Had he known th extent to
'iMﬂﬁlied, he fhould have oppofed the correfponding part
&fthiv addrefs. That however did not appear till the produc.

Cy A

tion of Lord Cornwallis’s letter to the Nizam fome timeafter,
Jn which his Lordfhip writes, that the direions of the Britifh
 Parliament will not allow him to conclude an offenfive treaty,
but that the letter itfelf may be confidered as equivalent to one.
This meafure was wrong in his opinion ; but at any rate it
could not be faid, that the confidence of the native powers was
“engaged by the fanction of Parliament, when the very agree,
ment on which they were a&ting was, if not a violation, at
leaft an evafion of an a& of Parliament. He had always con-
fidered the fyftem of offenfive wars in India, as unjuft, impo-
litic, and, whatever might be their apparent fuccefs, eventu-
ally mifchicvous. That we might be viorious in the prefent
+ war he was ftill inclined to believe; but if, as the right ho-
nourable gentleman had faid, towards the end of the laft Seffion
of Parliament, pcace was the moft defirable news from India,
vitory was not worth the hazard of failure or defeat. It had
been faid that he himfelf was fanguine laft ycar in his hopes of
fuccefs. On what he had heard of Lord'Cornwallis and the
army, he had been fanguine in his hopes of brilliant viGories,
and, the natural confequence, brilliant ruin to the Company’s
finances.  If the right honourable gentleman could find leifure
from his other employments, (though, undoubtedly, they were
namerous cnough to occupy almoft all his attention) to review
the hiftory of anothet war, on the juftice and the policy of
which he had likewife the misfortunc to differ with him, he
would fee how many fplendid viories we had obtained, and
bow many officers, both by fea arid land, had been thanked for
their great and able exertions, yet all thefe viGories and all
thefe exertions, led, as by onc uniform tenour, to eventual
misfortune, and the lofs of the entire object for which we were
cont¢nding. There was nothing in’Lord Cornwallis’s con-
du in that war, that induced him to think ill of his abilities,
and he had mentioned them incidentally, to illuftrate his ar-
gument. For the viCtory at Camden, the thanks of the Houfe
were voted him, and reached him juft time enough not.ta
pals through the hands of an American General. Let not th
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Houfe anticipate fuccels by dieir praife. Let his Lordfhip
conquer, gd the due praife follow ; or let it appear that he
had deferved to conquer, and it would become the Houfe to
endeavour to repair the error of fortune.  But at prefent, while
all they knew for certain was, that he had formed great ex-
peations; and that thofe expe@ations had been difappointed,
let them fpeak with candour, and fufpend both their praife and
their blame. Had he his neareft relation in a fimilar fituation,
this was the line of condu& he would recommend towards him,
confidering nothing as more degrading than praife undeferved.
His honourable friend (General Smith) whofe opinion on af-"
fairs in India he {hould follow as{oon as any man’s, had owned
that his Lordfhip had marched againit Scringapatam at a pe- -
riod when he thought he ought not to have done fo. 'Was this
to be confidercd as an inftance of ability, or an a& deferving
of praife ! The caufe of General Abercrombic’s precipitate re-
treat was not yet known. He hoped both he and Lord Corn-
wallis would be able to juftify their condu@; but the blame,
if there was any, lay between them, and the exculpation of -
the one muft fix it on the other. It was therefore wrong to
cxprefs an approbation of the one, which might look like de-
ciding on the cafe, and render it more difficult for the other
to clear up his chara&cr.  Suppofe General Abercrombie had
been included in this expreflion of approbation, how would it
have founded? Yet it was cuftomary on thanking the Com-
mander in Chicf, to thank all the officers under him, and no
good reafon for the omiffion of General Abercrombie, on the
prefent occafion, could be given, cxcept that it was impoflible’
to withftand the riditule of praifing his ability after fuch a re-

"treat.  Yet no man was at prefent fufficiently informed to fay
that General Abercrombie was in fault, and Lord Cornwallis
frec from blame.

If, in the courfe of his argument he had faid any thing dif- -
zefpe&@ful or unpleafing of Lord Cornwallis, he was forry for
it: that he had been mentioned at all was not imputable to him,
but to the introduion of his name into the fpeech and the ad-
drefs, which obliged him, in the honeft difcharge of his duty,
to fay what hehad faid. ‘There wasno cuftom that warranted

cxpzﬂions of approbation where nothmg had appeared but mif-
&arfiage and retreat. F
F]
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H; thelé Nndshe fupported the amendment. * If on other
iopics of the fpeech and addrefs he had touched but lightly,
efpecially on the firft, he defired it to be underftood as owing
1o a fenfe of public duty and to a refpeét to that Houfe, which
did not allow him to mix his congratulations as a Member of
Parliament on the marriage of His Majefty’s fon, with thofe
of his own private fentiments as a man, or to indulge the feel-
ings of perfonal refpe& and individual attachment on a fub+
icé't of general concern and national importance.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, it had been formerly a pradtice
with fome gentlemen, to think that the firft day of the feffion
was a proper occafion to enlarge upon the political ftate of
Europe, which, however, he did not mean now to follow.—
He did not conceive that there was any neceffity for entering
into a difcuffion concerning the origin of the war in India, as
the right honourable gentleman had done; that matter had
heen amply and particularly difcuffed already, and had received
the full and deliberate decifion of the Houfe laft feflion refpe&-
ing its expediency, policy, and juftice ; therefore, while the
grounds upon which that decifion was given remained uncon-
tradiGted, he faw no reafon again to revive the fame difcuffion.
The right honourable gentleman, however, had not argued
this point upon the fame grounds which were employed laft
feffion, but feemed to have found out fome new grounds which
were unknown to the Houfe, He infifted that Lord Corn.
wallis’s letter to the Nizam was not the caufe of the war, as
had been alledged, and that Tippoo had never thought or ftated
this to be the cafe; But his arguments upon that queftion he
would referve till a period arrived for entering upon the fubje&t
with more propriety, and until the queflion concerning the
arigin of the war, which had been fully debated laft feffion,
was refumed ; and when it was fo refumed, he would meet it
fairly : he, in fupport of the Government both in India and
at home, as well as in juflice to Lord Cornwallis, had an
undoubted right to reft in the former decifion, until upon re-
fuming the difcuffion, there was found fome new ground and
fubftantial reafon for the Houfe to think dlﬁ'ercntly from what
they had done laft feffion. He at the fame time believed that
the right honourable gentleman himfelf faw no necefity f
eufling the fubje&t now, and had rather introduced it as a l-
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lateral argument, for the purpofe of diminithing in the public
eye the'advantages gained in India, and cenfuring the meafurés
of Lord Cornwallis. . Without entering into any minute detail
of the diferent accurrences of laft campaign, he thought him-
felf perfe@ly juftified in afferting, that there were {ufficient
-grounds to entitle him and that Houfe to fay, that they congra-
tulated His Majefty and the country on the able conduét of
Lord Cornwallis. It had been afked, what the fuccefles were
that attended our arms in India ? and he thaught they had been
very faiily and fully ftated by his right honourable friend.

He then obferved, that it had been fuid by the right honour-
able gentleman, that pending a war, whatever fuccefs had oca
curred in the progrefs of that war, was not a proper fubje&
either of approbation or blame, and that both ought to be re-
ferved till the bufinefs fhould be conchided, and then diftri-
buted in the due proportion. In this he had no hefitation in
fzying, that he perfectly difagreed from the right horcurable
gentleman ; and if fuch an argument could be fupported, he
would afk, if ever Marlborough would have received the thanks
of his country after the l)attle of Blenheim, or Rodney after
the glorious twelith of April ¢ The greateft fuccefs that could
attend any enterpiife, was the accomplilhment of the end for
which it wasrundertaken ; yet becaufe a war that had been re-
luQantly entered into was not terminated, formed furcly no
reafon for with-holding the praifc that was due to the exertions.
that had been employed in carrying it on, .

He mentioned, that formerly the nght honourable gentle-
man had been in the [ituation bf h&ing a ncar friend and con-
nc&ion in a command, and he did not recolle@ that he had
then ufed the fame arguments which he now brought forward :
he alluded to the thanks which had been voted to Admiral
Keppel for hisconduct on the 27th of July; but the right ho-
nourable gentleman, in ufing his abftract principles, varied the
application of them, according to the perfons and circum-
ftances of the time, It had heen ftated, that the taking of Se-
ringapatam was the otjeét of the laft campaign ; and that not
teing effeted, no credit was due to the abilities of Lord Corn-
wallis ; and it was likewife faid, that though great and unto-
ward diﬁiculties had been mentioned to have intervened, none
fuch werc publicly known. This lalt obfervation was not juft,_
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ot ifelties certainly both unexpeéted and unufual had oc-
-le!ed :the monfoons, in particilary had fet in much earlier
than's i:mmm, and the effe€t was evident. The river Cavary
was forind o be impaffablc, and that this was contrary to the
expefiation of Lord Cornwallis, could be accounted for, with-
~out the fmalleft reflection on his Lordfhip, or any neceflity to
Toppofe that he was'ignorant of the local fituation. ~His right
honourable friend had very properly detailed many of the ad-
vantages we had gained during the laft campaign, and yet were
he to liften to the opinions of the right honourable gentleman,
thefe were to be confidered as nothing. He would afk, if de~
priving Tippoo of every fupport from the Powers on the Ma-
labar Coaft, was nothing? when thefe had proved of fuch con-
fequence to cur cnemics in former wars; and he would afk,
if the capture of Bangalore, a fortrefs of morc firength, though
not {o rich as Seringapatam, was nothing? yet thefe were but
fome part of our fuccefles ; and he agreed with his right ho-
nourable friend, snd the honourable General, that Tippoo’s
fituation at prefent was fo confined in every fenfe, that we
ought to confider it as warranting our future cxpe&ations of
fuccefs. In fhort, until new preofs, differing entirely from
any thing hc had yet feen, were produced, he thould remain
in the fame opinion that he was when that Houfe-decided upon
the jultice, expediency, and policy of the war ; and be no lefs
perfuaded that it has been well and ably condufled.  As to the
othe: topics in the fpeech, which the Houfc feemed to be.una-
mimous about, he would only fay, that they afforded him as
mych fatisfa®ion as they tould to any onc; and he did not
think it neceffary to enlarge upon them aflcx wdat had been
faid. From the particular manner in which the conclufion of
His Majefty’s fpecch had been trcated by the right honourable
gentlewman, he was compelled to fay fomething. The right
honourable genticman feemed to think it improper that His
Majefty fhould have fele€ted this year as the proper junéture
for mentioning in his fpeech the incftimubic conne@ivns be-
tween liberty and order, which are the principal bleflings of
our excelient conflitution, without referring to a temporary
interruption of that erder which took placs in the courfe of the
year. For his part, he regretted the circumttance as much as
sy mqn eduld do, but a the fame tirre was forry that it had
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been introduced is the manner it was to-mght, and really could
have wifhed that-the right honourable gentleman had rather
ufed his difcretion than his zeal, becaufe he was fure that mo-
deration and perfeverance were the beft means of getting rid of
the effé&ts of fuch diforders. In all popular excefles of every
kind, whether proceeding from fanaticifm, republicanifm, or
any other caufe, it had been the conftant wifh and ftudy of His
Majefty’s Minifteis, to ufe every cffort that could tend tocheck
their progrefs in the moft effe€ual manner ; and though he did
not believe that the right honourable gentleman had any inten~
tion of faying otherwife, he would challenge him, or any other
perfon, not meaning that he gave the challenge now for the
purpofe of debate, but upon any future inveftigation oPthe
facts connefted with that unhappy cvent, to fay that every
means had not been taken to ftop its progrefs, and that Go-
vernment not only fhewed its prompitude to check thefe horrid
proceedings, but had likewife madz every farther preparation
that could be devifed, in cafe there had ftill been a neceflity to
ufe them. This, therefore, was only an exception to the ge~
neral happinefs which the nature of our conflitution was cal-
culated to afford ; and an cxception certainly ought not to be
made a rule for judgement; and he confidered that nothing
could be 8 firdfiger confirmation of the excellency and power
inherent in the conftitution, than that fuch enormitics wonld
be extinguithed by the firlt efforts that were ufed tofupprefs
them, without having recourfe to more violent remedies,
which might ftill have been ufed, and would not have been
found wanting, had the ncceffity for exercifing them ap-
peared. ’

He came next to notice what had been faid on foreign af-
fairs. With refpeét to the adjultment of differences between
Auftria and the Porte, .it had been flated that it ovght to have
been effeted upon the principle of the fatus que, and it was
argued that this principle had becn entirely deviated from, upon
a fuppofition that when it was determined to effect the fasus
quo, there was no knowledge of any modification or farther
negociation that might happen afterwards, as to the line of
demarkation which the right honourable gentleman treated fo
lightly, and would not value at the hundredth part of an Eng-
lith pound ; he was fomewhat furprifed that it ‘appeared of o
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' vety ktﬁa impartance in his eyes, and he infifted that the mo-
iiﬁwm he had mentioned was known, expected, and admit-
Mﬂb treaty of Reichenbach, when the flatus quo was de-
WM on'ai the terms of adjuftment. |,

* ‘The arguments of the right honourable gentleman, both on
thisfubje&, and concerning the negociation with Ruffia, though
there might be a future time for difcuffing them, he confidered
now' ag introduced more in a fpeculative than ufcful manner.
He then replied to what Mr. Fox had faid relative to the pro-
duioh of papers, which he feemed inclined to move for, but
more inclined that they fhould be refufed. Ithad been afferted
that on a former occafion it was faid, that unlefs fomethmf'
criffinal appeared on the face of the negociation to which thc

. papers rcferred, fomething that almoft called for gibbets and
axes,  there was no occafion for the produ&ion of them; and
that Minifters now had changed their minds fo far, that they

. fpantancoufly produced the very papers which would be found
prima facie criminal, as if they had merited and now courtcd
the gibbets and axes, which could alone give rifc to the necel-
fity for bringing them forward. This, he faid, was in the
firft place charging them with a very improbable timidity, and
then afcribing to them a very chimerical degree of coutage.

All that had been fpoken in this way, he thdught, was an
endeavour to convert found into argument, by what he termed
a paradoxical ingenuity of debate, and obferved, that in any
political difcuflion it was very eafy, and not uncommon, for
warm imaginations to int&oducc gibbetd, axes, and fimilar ex-~
preflions. In whatever light might appear the iffue of the nc-
gociation juft mentioned, he would not hefitate®to give his rea-
ons for granting the papers alluded to in the fpeech, becaufe
he was fure it would appear to every impartial man, that the
views and condu& of His Majefty’s Minifters throughout the
whole negociation, were direfted to objets which to them ap-
peared for the intereft and honour of the country; he was free
to own, that their exertions had not fucceeded to the full extent
of their wifhes : and after defending the conduét of adminiftra-

tion, in endcavouring to prefesve the balance of power in Eu-
rope, by preventing too greatan acquifition to Ruffia at the ex-
pence of the Porte, he confeffed it to be his opinivun, that the
negociatiog would bave terminated more fuccefsfully, had it
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not been for opinions delivered both in and dﬁt of that Houfe,
particularly on the point refpecting Oczakow.” Whatever his
fcelmgs, influenced by the circumftances, mightbe, he would
admit in the broadeft manner, when the fubje& came more
propetly to a future difcuffion. That he had yielded, he would
not fay to-the opinion of the whole country, but to the decided
opinion of the country and of that Houfe, confcious of the
hazard and danger that muft attend entering upon 2 war, while
fuch a divifion of fentiments concerning its tendency exiited ;
and he would confider himfelf very unworthy of the truft sepo-
fed in him, if he had endeavoured to refift the general opinion,
however different from his own, at the fame time efteeming,
the fatisfation of the country which feemed to be exprefied
on the relinquithment of his obje, however well meant, a
fufficient compenfation for his own difappointment. And this
was a fubje& which he hoped, on a fubfequent and not dif-
tant day, would be difcuffed with much attention and feri-
oufnefs, more, he hoped, than he now obferved on the other
fide of the Houfe. :
He came then to mention the ftate of the country, and to
exprefs the heartfelt fatisfaction it gave him to be able to de-
fcribe it in fo flourithing a condition ; and contcnded, that a
conftant attention to the leflening of the public burdens, and
paying off the national debt, was the beft fecurity for the con-
tinuance of its profperity. He granted that the privilege of
originating all taxes, and repealing them, was vefted in the
Houfe of Commons, and had as high a r8pe& for their privi-
leges,as any body, but as the demand which accafioned taxes
came from the Crown, he faw no reafon why His Majefty
might not exprefs his hopes, and the pleafure it would give
him, when the revenue of the country was in fuch a fituation
as to enable the Houfe of Commons to take off any part of them.’
"Had His Majefty ftated any particular amount of taxes to be re-~
duced, or fpecified any thing relative to the mode of reduétion,
there might have been fome reafonable ground of jealoufy, but
he had merely fuggefted his hope, that the Houfe would find
it opportune and not difficult to take off a certairi part of the
. taxes, and to leffen the National Deht. The w1thdrawmg
any grant certainly originated there;; but clammg a grant ori~

Vor. XXXI. G
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mted-with. the Crown, as thehead of the executive Govern-
ept.'. On the arguments that had been ufed, ‘both as to the

il' mifc of Lords, and the King, by the right honourable gen-

Regiun, he Jaid, the analogy,did not hold good. He ftated that

| fe nppropmtmn of part of the finking fund had been pro-

pofed'in the time of Sir Robert Walpolc, and in his opinion
too haftily given up. But all opinions on that point now he
would referve, as the right honourable gentleman had done;
but from what he had heard, he did not think \their opinions
would coincide. He thought it neceﬂ'ary, however, to prevent
improper fpeculation, that he fhould now give notice that he
would on an early day call the attention of the Houfe to this
fubjet ; the neceffary accounts would all be ready, and on.to-
morrow fortnight, if nothing happened to prevent it, he would
bring them forward. He would now pledge himfelf that the
general ftatement he was about to give of the revenue and ex-
penditure of the country would be found, when it came to be
inveftigated, to contain a true and faithful account of what they
really were.

STATE OF THE REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

‘The whole amount of the revenue laft year, up to the 5th

of January, amounted to the fum of - £ .16,690,000
Average of the laft two years - - =, 16,600,000
Avcrage of three years - - 16,400,000
Average of four years was lefs than the laft year

by 500,000l. and ealy amounted to - 16,200,000

This was in itfelf a circumftance of great fatisfation. In the
Iaft year there were fome caufes peculiar to the year, although
the bulk of the’ increafe of laft year arofe from permanent
caufes.

In going through this ftatement, he made frequent refe-
rences to the Finance Committee * of laft year, and faid, that
though he confidered the increafe as permanent, it was not his
intention to-appropriate or divide the whole of this furplus,
becaufe it was furely neceflary Yo provide againft poffible events

_’\Vide Report of th_c Sele@ Committes, May 1791, printed for J. Debrett.
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th;t might occafion addmonal expences, for tlm purpofe, he
meant to referve - - £.500,000"

and all this was without interfering wnth the annual mllxon
for paymg off the national debt.

The next queftion was with regard to the expenditure. He
underftood, from what he had heard, that he fhould differ with
fome others with regard t6 the redu&ion of the taxes. He
contended that taxes thould be taken off to the yearly amount
of . - £ 200,000

It would have been greater, had they not lately been put to
fome extraordinary expence, from the ftate of their “foreign
colonies. He took the annual expenditure to be  £.15,800,000

By comparing this with the revenue, the excefs of the laft
year, after the annual million was paid off, amounted to

£.900,000
Excefs for two years amounted to - ~ 8o0,p00
¥or ihree years to - - - 6e0,000
For four yeass to - - - 400,000

This was a circumftance which one viewed with the higheft
fatisfattion,  He withed to make an allowance of 5e0,000l.
cvery year for fluftuation, and meant only to take the excefs
of the revenue, at an average of four years, which amounted
to 400,000l. and was lefs than the excefs of the revenye of laft
year by half a million. Hc wifhed to divide this 400,000l. be-
tween annshilating the national debt, ahd takmg off taxes, to
wit, 200,000l. for each purpofe. In order to leave the navy
debt in the fame fituation that they were ftated in the laft re-
port, would require 130,000l. He hoped, befides all this, from
the furplus that would take place in the revenue, from April s,
1792, to April 5, 1793, to get 100,000l, which would cnable
him to take off the laft duty on malt,

‘This fubje& he withed to fubmit to the confideration of the

. Houfe. There were four articles from which he propofed to
take off the 200,000, and hegwifhed to mention them then,
that gentlemen might have an opportunity of turning them in
their minds before they came under confideration. The three
fislt were under the head of Affefled Taxes. The firft was that

G2
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~wihicly related to the general agriculture of the cout{try, and
was' tax, on carts.and waggens, that he meant to be taken off.

. Ti!&“@pmq was, 3 tax on female fervants. The'third was,
48, 2"Jeai 'On all houfes below feven windows. Thefe three
put together would amoupgt to more than one hundred thoufand
pounds. The next was a very general article of confumption,

" and taking the tax off it would afford general fatisfaction, and
there was a great chance if the tax was taken off, that the com-
maodity would really become fo much cheaper. He meant to

-tdke one halfpenny off every pound of candles, which would
amount to near another 100,000l

_All this he mentioned by way of notice, and hoped it would
not b thought entirely to proceed from his impatience to pub-
lith good news by way of catchingat popularity, but he thought
he cotild not: be too early in pledging himfelf to the particulars
ftated in His Majefty's fpeech. He concluded with expref-
fing his'participation in the general happinefs occafioned by
th 'm&ﬂage of the Duke of York to the Princefs Royal of

_Mr. FOX rofe to explain, and contended that the queftion
as tb what portion of the furplus fhould be applied to the re-
du@ion of the exifting taxes, and what portion to the diminu-
tion of the’ national debt, being mingled with the idea of re-
moving certain taxes which were highly obnoxious, and which
&very body muft wih to fec removed, .could not come forward

fairly far difcuffion. Jt fhould have bgen firft fubmitted to the
Houfe abftra&edly.

Mt Chancellor PITT then fpoke of the reduced annui-
ties. The only funds rcdeemable were, he faid, the four per
cents. He fpoke of a rumour having obtained ground, that
he meant to borrow money at 3; per cent. to redeem the § per
cents, te make up 25 millions of the debt reduced, but he de-
clared he never had entertained any fuch idea, and he fhould
confider it as a&ing contrary to the fpirit of an a& of Parlia-
ment. The 4 per cents. he faid, were redeemable, and the

" fiwes, when 25 millions of d®t were difcharged clearly and
unqueftionably. At g the queftion was called, and the Houfe
divided on the amendment, .

" Ayes, 85; Noes, 209.
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Themaxnsqueihon on the addrefs, u‘ﬁrﬁ moved, was then :

putand carried. , )
A Committee was then appointed to draw up an addrefs,.;
who withdrew to the Speaker’s chamber for that purpofe ; and
His Majefty's fpeech wasupon monon referred to the faid. Com- :
mittee. )
The Houfe adjourned. ; -

Wednefday, 1/t February. '

A meffage from the Lords, by Mr. Holford and#¥r. Graves;
. that the Lords had commanded them to acquaint this Houfe, -
That their Lordihips will proceed farther in the trial.of War-
ren Haftings, Efquire, on Tuefday the 14th day of this inftant
February, at ten of the clock in Weftminfter Hall. v
Mr. Charles Yorke reported from the Committee, appointed
yefterday to draw up an addrefs to be prefented to His Majefty, .
that the Committee had drawn up an addrefs accordingly,
which they had dire@ed him to report to the Houfe; and he
-read the fame in his place, and afterwards delivered it in at
the table, where the fame was read, and agreed to by the
Houfe. :

The humble Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons to the King.

Moft gracious Sovereign,

WE, your Mujefly’s m{/f dutiful and loyal fubjels, the Com-
mons of Great Britzin, in Parlignent affembled, bhumbly hg'
leave ts return your Majefly the thanks of this Houfe, for your

moft gracious Spee:b from the Thraone.

We embrace the earlieft opportunity to offer to your Majefly our .
cordial and dutiful congratulatioans upon the nuptials of His Rayal
Highnefs the Duke of York; and to exprefs the great fatisfaltion
and joy of your faithful Commons on this bappy occafion, which
may furnifh an additional fecurity to the many blelfings which this
country has enjoyed under the mild and gufpicious Government of
your Majefly, and your illzzi’rious family.

Impreffed with thefe [entiments, we fhall chearfully proceed to
make fuch provifion for the efiablifoment of their Royal HighnefJes
the Duke and Dutchefs of Yark, asfball be ."umd to their rank
and dignity.
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ot '#Jm W famﬁﬂml, the progrefs which bas been mads
‘mard: the refloration #' general lranguillity.
e m '&Wdy your Majefy's condefeenfion and ‘goodnefs, in
’ ?f»g to s the refult of the negociations in which your
. Majefly bas been engaged with foreign powers ; and in baving
Been gracioufly pleafed to order copics of the definitive treaty be-
" bween Aufiria and the Porte to be laid before us ; together with
jutb papers as are neceffary to foew the terms of peace which have
iml under difcuffion, during the nigaciation with the Court of
leﬁmgb
" Aitheugh we cannot in* regret that your ]lla_/gﬂy is nat yet ena-
W to inform us of the termination of the war in India, we re-
e, with juft fatisfaction, on the fuccefs whick bas already at-
" “tended the diftinguifbed bravery and exertions of the officers and
+ broops under the able condust of Lord Cornwallis ; and we rejoice
 that your Majefly fees reafonable ground te hope that the war may
ke Jpeedily brought to an bancurable concinfion,
We are bappy to learn that the friendly affurances which your
. Majefly receives from foreign powers, and the gensral Ltuatiin of
affairs, induce your Mujefly to think, that fsme immediate reduc-
tion may fafely be made in our naval and military effablijbments
* and we obferve, with the warmeft gratitude, your Majefly's pa-
rentul regard for the interefis of your fybjects, manifefied in your
. defire of availiag yourfelf of any faviurable opportunity te dimis
’ mﬂ the public expences.
1t cannst but afford us great fatisfallion to find that the extra~
. ardinary expences, incurred in the courfe of the laft year, have
been already defrayed, in a great meafure, by the ‘grants of the
Jelfion 5 and we fball apply-ourfelves, without delay, to the confi-
Jn‘amn of the heft means of providing for the remaining part
q’ thafe expences, as well as for the current fervice of the year.
 FPe fball proceed ts the examination of the flate of the public
incame and expenditure ; and it will affird a5 the bigheft gratifi-
cation ify o8 the refult of fuch examination, we fball find our-
« fatves enabled to enter on a fyflem fo confanant to our moff carneft
. and anxious wifbes, as thut of graduallyrelieving your Majefly’s
Suithful fubjecls from fome parts of the exifting taxes; at the
Jame time giving additional efficacy to the plan for 15 reduc-
adion of the natiowsl debt, om the fuccefs of which we ere



Mg L DEBAES )
- Jully fenfible tbat our fururc eafe jmmty mufl gﬁm‘p’ de- .
pend.

With a view to lbu rmpoﬂam ob:d, we fhall not fail to !um
our attention to the sonfideration of fuch meafures, as the flate of
the funds, and of public credit, may render practicable and ex-
pedient, towards a reducion in the rate of intereft of any of the
annuities which are now redeemable.

We befeech your Majefly to believe, that we fball confider the
continued and progreffive improvement of .the irternal fituation of
the country, as an additional incentive to the faithful difcharge of
our duty, in the purfuit of every meafure that can be conducive to
the public mterg/i !

We «ordially join with your Majefly in a juft expeitation and
reliance, that this happy cir@njlance muft operate as the frongeft
encouragement to a fpirit of ufeful induftry, among all claffes of
your Majefly's fubjects. And, above all, we rejoice to think that
it muft confirm and increafe their fleady and zealous attachment to
the principles of that conflitution, which has been found, by long
experience, to unite the ineflimable biffings of liberty and order 5
and which we fball ever confider it cur firfl duty to.preferve .
and maintain, as being the caufe to which, under the favour
of providence, all our other advantages are principally to be af~
cribed.

Refolved,

That the faid addrefs be prcfcnted to His Majefty by the
whole Houfe.
Ordered, *

That fuch Members of this Houfe as are of His Majefty’s
moft honourzble Privy Council, do humbly know His Majefty’s
pleafure, when he will be attended by this Houfe.

Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved, “ That this Houfe do congra-
« tulate Her Majefty on the nuptials of his Royal- nghncfs
¢ the Duke of York.” ‘

. Refolved, nem. con.

That this Houfe do zongratulate Her Majefty on’ the nup-
tials of his Royal Highnefs the Duke'of York.

3 : T
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_That M. Chnccllor Pitt,’ Mc Secretal‘y Dundas, Lord»
Mwl the Lord Apfley, and Mr. Harbord, do
sttend Hea Miajefty with this congratulation.

The Earl of Eufton mowved, That a congratulatory mef-
¢ fagebe fent to their Royal Highnefi¢s the Dukeand Dutchefs.
¢ of York.”

. Refolved, nem. con.

" ‘That a congratulatory meffage be fent to their Royal High-
neffes the Duke and Dutchefs of York, on the joyful occafion
‘of their nuptials.

That the Earl of Eufton, the Earl of Mornington, the
Lord Bayham, the Lord Hinchinbrook, Mr. John Smyth, Mr.

Ryder, and Mr. Secretary at. War, do attend their Royal
Highnefles with the faid meffage.

Ordered, -

. ‘That His Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech to both Houfes of
Parliament, be taken into confideration to-morfow morning.

- The Committee of Privileges, and other Committees, ufu~
u@y appointed on the fecond day of the feflion, were moved and
} ardered,

The feveral orders for preventing ﬁ‘oppages in the ftreets, &c.
were revived.

3

“TRIAL of WARREN HASTINGS, Efg.

., Mr. Fox recommended, in fixing the days for taking the

¢ feveral petitions into confideration, to prevent them as much

as poffible froth interfering with the trial of Mr. Haftings, that

* the want of a fufficient number of Members to ballot for a
Comnmittee night never interrupt the proceedings of the trial.

The SPEAKER faid, he had not fufferéd the confideration

to é‘fqpe him ; and that it had occurred to his mind, that two

different modes of proceeding might be adopted to prevent the

inconvenience ; the one to pafs an a& of Parliament to declare

.-Mr. Haftings’s trial one of the exceptions to the coercion of
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‘Mr. Grenville's a&t; the other to fn&ﬁr&he pmedﬁt sdapted
in 1628, upon. ImdStnﬁmhu‘M. it having been then re.
folved, thattheComm of the Haufe who attended.the .
trial might go into Court, without having been firft obhpd w
come to the Houfe.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that it was due to the impor-
tance of the trial, and the neceffary folemnity of it, that fome-.
thing fhould be refolved on to accommodate every difficulty
that might occur refpe@ing it, but that he thought the laft
Pfecedent mentioned from the Chair infinitely the moft prefer~
able, fince it was clear that the Houfe meant to impofe fome
trouble upon themfelves in order to obtain the ballots for elec-
tion Committees, when they paffed the claufe of the a&t ena&-
ing that no bufinefs fhould be proceeded on whenever a Com-
mittee was to be balloted for, before the ballot was over and
the Committee fworn in, to make therefore any new excep-
tion to the operation of thea&, would be, in his mind, impro«
perly to weaken its efficacy.

T'he Houfe adjourned.

Thurfday, 2d February.

Lord Courtown reported to the Houfe, that His Majelty’

Jhaving been waited upon, purfuant to the order of Wednef-

day laft, had been pleafed to appoint that day, at three o’clock,
to be attended with the addrefs of the Houfe.

"The order of the day being read to take into confideration
His Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech to*both Houfes of Parlia~ «
ment, .

The fime was regd by the Speaker.

It was then movéd, ¢ That a fupply be granted to His Ma-
< Jeﬂy ”»

The.faid motion was, by order, referred to a Comtmue of
the whole Houfe for to-morrow, when thsfamcmlkhe ‘aken
into confideration.

A new writ was moved for Great Bedwm, in the mn of
Lord Down, deceafed.

The Speaker and Members left the Houfe at a quarm bex
fore three o clock? and procecded to St. James 5.

" Vor. XXXI. ' H -

»
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: Fridey, 34 February.
*  $fibetal petitions were received for ptivate bills, and the laft
“‘ﬁfﬂ’:ﬂcﬁﬁngﬁch petitions was fixed for Friday the 2d of
arch,

i‘ff. Spesker reported o the Houfe, that the Houfe attend-
od His Majefty yefterday, with their addrefs ; to which His
‘Majefty was pleafed to give this moft gracious anfwer:

, Gentlemen,
. «J thank you for this loyal and dutiful addrefs.

Your cordial and affectionate cangratulations on the marriage of
my fon the Duke of York with the Princefs Royal of Pruffia, and
yhe affurances of your readinefs to enchle me to make a fuitable
provifion for their cflablifoment, cannot but afford me the warm:ft
Jatisfalion,

1 ohferwe, with peculiar pleafure, the expreffions of your regard
o the intercfls of my fubjefls, which cannot be more fully manifefled
than by your conflant and earneft defire to preferve, unimpars edy
the innumerable bleffings which they derive from our excellent con-

Pirution.

. Mr. Chancellor Pitt acquainted the Houfe, that the gentle«
meh appointed to attend Her Majefty with the congratulation
of this Houfe, had attended Her Majefty accordingly ; and
that Her Majefty waspleafed to fay,

I am fully perfuaded of the attachment of the Houfe of Commons
to the King, and the Royal Family, on all occafions, and defire my
thanks may be exprefled for their congratulations on the prefent happy

occafion.

The Earl of Eyfton acquainted the Houfe, that the gentle-
inted to attend their Royal Highneffes the Duke and
of York, with the congratulatory meflage fent from

» had attended their Royal Highneflcs accordingly ;
Swd that their Royal Highneffes were pleafed to give this an-

We both return our thanks to the Huufe of Gommans Sor their
congratulatory compliments.
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- The Hoyfe rd'olvgd a Comumittee of Supply on His
Majeﬁys fpeec“h a q_a (ﬁd s tlmt afnpply h;
granted to His Majglty - -
Ordcred. IO
That the Houfe, refolve again igto a Conamtttq: of Supply
.on Monday. ' .

Mr. GREY rofe to give not" ce ‘that he mant, on Mondzy
next, to move for a continyance of the Commmee, pominated
1aft year, for examining the laws refpe&:ﬂg imprifonment for
debt. He faid; when he gave this notice, he withed to be’
completely underftood, that it was not -his intention to bring
in a bill of infolvency, but merely to have fome regulations
made, by which the induftrious and unfortunate debtor might
be relieved, and at the fame time no fanétion or enccurage-
ment given to fraudulent tranfadions. This he thought it
neceflary to fay now, to prevent falfe hopcs on one fide, and
falfe alarms on the other.

The Hon. Ma_]or MAITLAND faid, he withed to call
“the attention of the Houfe to the notice of-a motion which het
meant to bring forward on an early day. It was for certain
papers, cxplanatory of our prefent fituation in India, which
he concejved to be very different from what it was when that
fubjc@ was difcuffed laft ycar. The caufe of the war'in India -
was now entirely changed : then it was to avenge an infult of-
fered to one of our allics—now it became a claim to defray the
expence we had been put te on that account; and dccord-
ing to the fyftem now purfued, he tﬁought, however much
Lord Cornwallis %ithed for peace, it would not be in his
power to make peace, por would the Mahrattas and the Nizarn
agree to it, until Tippoo was extirpated from the Myfore
country. ‘The -pdpers he meant to move for, he expected
would have hcen readily granted ; but as he underftood from
the right honourable gcntlcman oppoﬁte, that the prodn&xon '
of them was to be oppofed, he would bring fo 'mo-
tionon T hurfday next. R

Mr.- HIPPISLEY underftanding that his honourable friend
was to move for papers, faid he would avail hirnfelf of the op-
portunity to requeftinformation from the right honourable gen- -

Ha

Yr

!
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< Mappeeaion, Whelile id oipinaly owed fo papersy
lmvﬁb Iate &r&:hw Campbhell had bacn produced,
 hid afient to the'purchafe of Cranganore. He under-
Wﬂma notarial copy of a letter of Sir Archibald Camp-
bell, or Major Bonnerman, had been fent home, in contras
Ql&lnaqf the original information, He begged to fay, that
#o ‘man in that Houfe.could entegtain' a higher veneration for
hiqdecafdfmnd, Sir Archibald Camphell, than, himfelf ;
» faat he was 2 man of the moft rigid, pnncxpled honour'; but
. it was_ neceffary to recolle®, that, for many months anterior
, Yo his death, Sir Archibald had Iaboured under an infirmity
- which might reafonably be fuppofed ta have weakened his me-
miory.  As the fa& of the letter of contradi@ion was of gene-
xal repost, Mr, Hippifley thought it in , juftice due to the Houfe,
that, if'it exifted, 1t fhould be produced, as much of the ar-
guments-had been butilt upon it, He then read a paragraph of
& letter by the Swallow, mentpnxng the fubject, and concluded
%movmg for the production of the letter.

M. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that for hisown part he cer-
tainly could have no objeion to the prodution of the parti-
gular paper mentxoqed by the honourable gentleman, but as
e confidered that no good had arifen from difcuffions on fuch
demands laft feff o, and hkgwu'e ‘kmew that no advantage
gould enfue. and that much hazard and danger might be in-
curred from fimilar mations in the prefent ftate of the war in
ludu, he certainly fhould oppofe the motion, and alt fuch
whesiever they were made ; with regard *o himflf he could
emmn no wifh to conceal the cantents of papers, but unlefs

it appeared to the, wx‘fdom of the Houfe that there was fome

- mce(ﬁg »fe, or propnety in calhng for thcm,‘ he thought it hig
: fuch motiong.

PPISLEY fud, what he bad moved was jn ftrict

propnety due. The Houfe had received informa-

w gow flood contradiéted. They had a right to-ex-

-gadine the ground of this conmds&non. With refped to what

- ed fallen from the nght honmmble Secretary, of his inten-

o&ogpoﬁxg motions of lm honourable friend for a conti-

m of intelligence, "8cc. from India, it was with furprife,

qﬂ even aftonifhment, be leud fuch objedion; the right ho-



Ao, il TR N >

nourzble gentlerian was one of the mof-forwarl to move every
poflible inveftigation on the fibjoft of the laft war, and the,
n wsof its byeaking out had fcarqely reached Englnd. when,
a Committee was appointed to inquire into the'caufes of the
war, at which Committee the right hopourable Gentleman prie
fided ; that the public were infinitely indebted to- the merito-
sious labours of that Committee in the produ&jon of a body of
information on the fubje® of India, flam whigh not only his
condemnation of the former war was to be drawn, but which
proved inconteftibly alfo, the impolicy and, inexpediency of
this prefent war, and flated the juft principles on which to
form the trueft eftimation of our prefent allies. Indeed, Lord
Cornwallis began at length te entertain himfelf 3 juft eftimas
tion of thofe allies (the Mahrattas and the Nizar), as the two
laft Gazettes would prove, His Lordfhip’s letter on the Ban-
galore Gazette exprefsly told us, that little dependance was ta
be placed on the influence of the Mahratta Chiefs, even if they
fhould be difpofed to exert it ; and from this hypothetical ftate,
ment his Lordthip’s opinion of the Mahrattas might eafily be
collected: but the laft Gazette put the quefticn out ‘of all douht.
as Lord Cornwallis exprefsly pronounces the ftrongeft con-
demnation of the Nizam’s General, and the Mahratta Chiefs.
He fays, that the apprchenfion of lofing the fpoils of one
place, was the only motive that could draw them from another ;
that he had, however, cancealed his diffatisfation, &c.; ina
word, he ftood committed to thefe people, whom he had fo
¢ much reafon to diftruftand condesin. Mr. Hippifley faid, he
would Yentuse to ftate to the face of the right honourable Se-
cretary, what Lord Cornwallis’s real fituation was with refpeét
to his allies. His Lordfhip withed to conclude a peace on ho-
nourable terms ; the Ma,hrattas would not pemut any peace,
but infifted on purfuing the obje&, even to ektirpation. This
was their view and determmatxon at the petmd !ﬁe laft difs
patches. They might,. perhaps, be brought overy if Tippoo
“could bid high encugh to fatisfy their avarice.  He hoped in
future the queflion of the war would be difcuffed by the evi-
dence of fa&ts, not by the eftimation of private charaler.~—
That we had heard enough of the merits of Lord Cornwallis,”
and the demerits of his antagonift. No man could queftion the
high principled honour of Lord Cornwallis, or the mercile(s
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Bop.of Im&évn !#élrfoml charac-
fiom. to, the a gondul of the war, and the
: ufk recol ,ngeodScotchmottq.
1 @kd ﬂww. , . Hip hoq.wthle Friend had touched
m*mﬁj Lord Cornwallis of the 7th of July, 1789, to
the Nizam, . which in faét amoun;pd to a declaration of war
‘Qﬁﬂn& Tippoo § Sultan, anterior to &he Travancore attack ; that
’ % away the negative which the Englith Govemment be-
freheld fo granting a Britith force to the Nizam, and it gave
she Nizam the power of calling for it.when he pleafed, pro-
ided e did not employ it againft the Pefhwa, &c. enumerating
all the powers, except Tippoo Sultan, in other words, telling
the Nizam, that he might employ it againft Tippoo Sultan
when he pleafed, and jf we were fo fortunate o get Tippoo’s
country by his Highnels's means, we could pay him the feven
lacksof Subah, and Chout to the Mahrattas. Lord Cornwallis
admits, in the fame letter, that Tippoo has.not been the ag-
greflor of any treaty, yet  he holds out this temptation to the Ni-
_.sam. Mr. Hippifley faid, he could not hefitate to pronounce
this letter: Al be pregnant with all the mifchief that has fince be-
fallen us, and that if Mr. Haftings had ‘written fuch a letter,
it affuredly would have been voted one of the articles of im-
' peachinent againft him.
M:, DUNDAS faid a few words acrofs the table, and it
‘was ag'eed that Major Maitland’sand Mr. Hippifley's motions
fhould be made on Thurfday next.

Ordered,

“That Mr, Burke, Mr. Pox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Thomas
Pelham, Mr. Windham, Sir Gilbert Elliot, Mr. Grey, Mr. .
Adam, Mr. Anftruther, Mr. Michael Angelo Taylor, Mr,
“Dudley Nq,tﬁ\, General Burgoyne, the Lord North, Mr. St.
*Yohn, Cod 2 atrick, ™Mr. Wilbrhham, Mr. Courtenay,
“and Sir FEMEMBt. Clair Erfkine, be the Managers to make
 good “the articles of impeachment againft Warren Haﬁmgs.
‘Efqmre.

. The Houfe adjourned,
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- Mudey, Februnry.

3 (3 Grey moved for the ﬁtme Committee whxcfl was ap--
pomted laft year, to take into confideration the prefent pradlice
" and effe@s of :mpnfonmcnt for debt. He likewife moved,,
“ That a lift of perfons coafined for debt in the different jails
* in. England and Wales, be laid before the Houfe.”

Mr. PELHAM prefented a petition relative tothe Seaford elec-
tion. He ftated, that by an inadvertency, the petition alfeady
prefented on the fubjeét of the Seaford eleftion, was not an
exa&t copy of the petition of the laf} feflion, whereas according
to the words of the a& of Paiament, all renewed petitions
offered in a fubfequent feffion, muft be fuc fiutilies of the firft
petition. He aecounted fos the difference by the following
explanation, viz. that in the courfe of the laft fummer, Sir
Godfrey Webfter (one of the petitioners) fuddenly called on
Mr. Froggatt, hisagent, faid he was preparing to go abréad,
and as he might not probably return to Lnglmd fo foon as the
commencement of the next feflion of Parhament, he wifhed i
to fign his petition then. Mr. Froggatt opened a box in which
were two different drafts of petitions, the one the draft of the
original petition, which, upon re-confideration, was thrown
afide, and the other, the draft of a petition,. which had bzen
altually engroffed and prefented to the Houle laft feflion. Un-
fortunately, in his hurry, Mr. Froggatt took out the draft of
the rejected petition, and had it copied and prefented this fef-
fion, before he difcovered his miftake. The petition, there-
fore, that Mr. Pelham had to prefent, was a petition from
Mr. Froggatt, alledging the faéts before mentioned ; adding,
that Sir Godfrey Weblter was abroad, and Mr. John Tarle-
ton (the other petitioner) in the North of Englan‘ ). and pray-
ing that the Houfe would allow him faxther"“_
ing a petition, under fuch circumftances, than
of the Houfe admitted.

Mr. Pelham faid, he would not move any thmg upon the
fubje&t immediately, farther than that the faid petition be taken
into confiderationat a future day, which was fettled for Tuel-

day gext,
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‘W Srodpedd & petiticn’ od the fubjelk
luflon, -uruu U which he explained
% gt Houk,. There was, Mr. Astirutber cblLrved, a dif-
* Bpuigee 1h woeds, but not in fubftance, between the petition
st Bad beess prefented this year, and that prefented laft ff-
fion. In the former petition a paragraph was inferted, charg—
fug certain perfons with ¢ having offered bribes, penfions,
“ places, and other rewards, to the ele@ors,” whereas, in the
petition lately prefented, the paragraph was thus worded :—
% Byibes, penfions, places, offices, and other rewards,” which
certainly was a variance in words, althibugh not in fenfe or
fpirit, fince the defcription, ‘¢ bribes, penfions, places, and
“ other rewards,” would claﬂy have let the petitioners into a
right of proving a promife of offices, but in ftri€k conformity
to the a& of Parliament, the petition in his hand, Mr. An-
ftruther faid, was intended to be delivered in at the table, it
"being a literal and verfetim copy of the petition delivered in
laft fefion. “

The faid petition was ordercd to be taken into confideration
on the 8th of March next, half an hour after the former peti-
tion fhall have been difpofed of.

Mr. BURKE complimented the Speaker on the clearnefy
and perfpicuity with which he had ftated the difficulty that
would-attend the adoption of the precedentin Lord Strafford’s
cafe, and the wifdom of his fuggeftion in refpeét to a fpecial
bill, proving on the one hand, that what had been done in
1640, had not been authdtized by any thing to be traced be-
fore jt, and on the other hand, that it had not been fanétioned
by any fubfequent example. Mr. Burke faid, that although
Lord Strafford's impeachment was much to be lamented, it
had happened in what he thould ever contend to have been con-
ftitutional theugh troubled times, yet as men’s minds were then
warm and-ifflaied, andffs the refolution of the Houfc in Lord
Strafford'’s cafe ftood fingle and by itfelf, he fhould reft ugan
the advice and authority of the Chair, gvhich ought to have.
due weight in all important and momentous proceedings, and
therefore he fhould take the liberty of moving for leave to
Dring in a fpecial bill, but fuch a one as fhould amount to a
permanent regulation in all cafes of impeachment, and mot
merely -be adapted to the particular trial in queftion, M.
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« clelion petitions be read ;" hé fmwng Been'read g
cord‘mgiy, Mr; Butke addeda few more words on the'oscas

fion which made fuch #-procedure necéffary, and then mmcd.
for Jeave to brmg in 4 bill * to'amend feveral a&s of Parlia<
¢ ment for regllating the trials of controverted eletions .or
 rcturns of Members to ferve in Parliament.” The fame
was‘afterwards prefented, read a firlt ime, and ordered to be’
read a fecond time ;. after which it was comshitted for nextday.

Mr. FOX faid, e fhould have occafion but very fhortly to
trouble the Iloufe, as the bills he mecant to move for lkave
to bring in, had laft feffion been honoured with the fantion of _
that Honfe. ‘The bills, he faid, had laft feffion been loft in
the Houfe of Lords, but he underftood, if he might at all al-
hude to what pafled elfewhere, that the Lords did not obje& to
the principles of the bills, but merely to the very advanced pe-
riod of the Seffion in which they had been fent to them, and
which did not admit of fit opportunity of full difcuflion of fub-
jeés fo interefting and important. In order therefbre to ob-
viate any fuch objeétion, he had thus early moved for leave to
bring in the bills again. Mr. Fox concluded with moving,
that leave be given to bring in a bill ¢ to remove doubts re-
“ fpe&ing the fun&ions of jurics in cafes of libels,” and the
fame was agreed to. g,

- Mr. FOX afterwz}és moved for leave to bring.in a bill to
explainand amend fveral adsrelative to writs of 5).'49 lf/izranta,
&c. Leave was given.

Sir BENJAMIN HAMMETT %ave notice, that he
fheuld on a future day, move for leave to bring in a bill to
make the private eitates of Bankers refponfible, for their fim-
ple aad contra@ debts.  Sir Benjamin flated, that they ought
to be {o refponfible, and mentioned, that he underftood, a bill
of a fimilar kind had formerly been introduced, ami paffed that
Houfe, axthat it had becn loft in the Houfe of Eords. "Fhat
‘bill howev®r; he faid, had gone much farther than the bill he
meant to propofc. Sir Benjamin reminded the Houfe of the
fuccefs that had attended his bill, to change the fentence of fe--
‘male capital convi@s, from burning to hanging, and trufted
that he thould expericence the fame degree of fuccefs, with re-
gard to the bill, of which he then gave notice.

Vor. XXXI. I



w. PARLIAMENTARY A ros..
Mt.’Clnn%el!or Pitt prefented o the Houfe the following
. L

“Extra& of the Emprefs's Refcript to Count Woronzow, of )
) the ,% December, 1789.

TRANSLATION.

THE anfwer which we ordered our Miniftry to make to the
note delivered by the Pruffian Envoy, Count de Goltze, re-
lative to our peace with the Ottoman Porte and the King of
Sweden, is known to you in its full extent.

We manifefted to the King of Pruffia our regret that his en-
(deavours to incline our enciuies to pacific intentions had not
Tucceeded, and that they obftinatcly refufed to adopt a meafure,
which ought, in ftri& juflice, to have been the firfl ftep, on
their par in the road to peace, being deaf to the pacific repre-
fentations which were made refpeing the detention of the
perfon of our Minifter Dulgakoff, contrary to all the laws of
nations. We informed him of our defire that the continuation
of his good offices might prevail over the obftinacy of the Porte
and the King of Sweden; and we propofed, as foon as there
fhould be a hope of our enemies altering their way of think-

" ing, to give hima frefh proof of our re&itude, and of the fin-
cerity of our intentions, in communicating to him our ulterior
conditions. . ~

Although the Britifh Miniftry have not entered into any ex-
planation with you, rclative to our peace,”you know, by our
refcripts of the 8th of December, (788, and of the 6th of Oc-
tober of the prefent year, (1789) that we intended to make a
like friendly overture to the Court of London, at the firft fa-
vourable opportunity. It is true that, even to this time, wa
have,no certain proof, that the Ottoman Portc is cerely de-

firous of terminating the war which the unjuftly began, and for
which our dignity highly infulted, and the confiderable ex-
pences, indifpenfably require an adequate fatisfaltion: but,
in order to fhew that even the viQories and conquefts, with
which providence has bleffed our arms, have not fhaken our
moderation, we have refolved to make a communication, as



well at London as &€ Berlin, gf ot firnrand fipceré defire to
fec peace and tranquillity re-eftablithed betwetn us'and. ot
enemies. The Ottoman Porte, in fetting our Minifter Bulga-
koff at liberty, " has given an outward fign of repentance, which
removes, in fome meafure, the bar which was oppofed to pa-
cific communications and overtures, fo -that the' friendly and
difinterefted powers, who have o other objet than the reﬁ‘q-

- ration of tranquillity, may be the more able to contribute 0 it,
as, in order to faciliate their cfforts, equally laudable and fa-
lutary, we make no difficulty to communicate to them, in full
confidence, our ultimate conditions, founded in extreme mo=
deration.

Before we enter into the detail of thofe conditions, we will
fincerely avow, that we have no intention of deftroying the ba-
kance of Europe, and of annihilating the Ottoman Monarchy ;
but that the whole of our pretenfions are confined, 1ft, to the
fatisfaltion due to our dignity fo highly infulted ; 2dly, to the
reimburfement of our expences, which have been occafioned
by an unjuft war; and 3dly, to obtain for the futurca firm
peace, and fecurity to our empire. Asto what relates to the firft.
article, after the fuperiority which our arms have acquired over
the enemy, we cftablifh the fatisfa@ion due to our dignity in his
repentance, and in the fimple renewal, without ambiguity, of
the validity of all preceding engagements, beginning with the
peace of Kainardgi, up to the day of the rupture ; in the fixing
of our fronticrs to the river Dniefter, comprehed@ing the town
of Akerman, or Belgorod, at the mouthyof that river, fituated
on the right hand thore ; and in the facility of the Porte to ac-
quicfce in other conditions, which are to be propofed, .in com-
penfation for our expences, as well as for preventing every kind
of mifunderftanding.

The expences of this war, fo unjully commenced againft
us, have already amounted to fixteen millions of roubles, with-
out ircluding the preciouslofs of men. We leave it to the de-
cifion of the friendly and impartial powers, whether it is not
jufl to demand and expect that an equivalent fhould be given to
us for fuch confiderable loffes. But we are ready to fix upon a
reafonable valuation of thefc expences, in‘atking, asan equiva-

Ia
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wm, d;;i the émxéutry fituated between the Dniefter and the

*coafty of the Black Sea, the Dantibe, the river Olte, and the
frontiers of Auftria, known by the names of Beffarabia, Mol-
davia and Wallachia, fhould form an independent flate, go-
verned by a'Sovereign of the Chsiftian religion which prevails
in thofe provinces, and that fuch ftate thould never be appro-
priated to any other power, but ferve as a barrier to its neigh-
Bours, therch avoiding fubje&s of difpute, which eafily arife
from an immediate neighbourhood.

From regalating thus thefe two firft points relative to the
peace, the third and molt important condition naturally refults,
which is to fecure mutual tranquillity for the future. Our fron-
tiers in Europe on terra firma being diftant, and feparated by
an independent State, an end would be thereby put to the va-
rious caufes of mifunderftanding and difpute occafioned by
th.eir contiguity.

With refpeét to our ally the Emperor, we are able to declare
that his views concur, jointly with ours, in the re-eftablithment
of p:ate with the Porte, and that his intentions, equally with
ours, are very diftant from deftroying the balance of Europe,
and annihilating the Ottoman Empire. W doubt not but his
pretenfions are fopndcd in moderation, on juftice, and on the
moft ferupulous proportion to the expences he has incurred, by
taking anaQive part in the war with the Turks, accordi ngtothe
engagements ‘ubﬁ[ﬁng between us, after all the pains he had
taken to prevent it, or, at leaft immediatcly after its commence-
mient, to terminate it§* had proved fruitlefs. It naturaily fol-
lows, that our ally, making war in comemon with us, and
without.interruption, agzinft our common encmy, ought con-
fequently, by the tenor of our mutual engageinents, to be in-
cluded in the pacification with the Porte.

In communiciting all this, with the moft unlimitcd confi-
dence, to the Court of London, we fhall receive it as the moft
convincing preof of the friendfhip of the King of Great Bri-
tain forus, if he thould judge proper to fend orders to his Am-
baffador at Conftantinople, ard to his *Minifter at Stockholm,
to employ their moft affiduous endeavours to diffuade our ‘enc-
mies from the continuation of the prefent war, and to incline
them to pacific intentions, analagous to our offers. We fhall
rcccive fuch good offices with great gratitude, fincerely dufiring
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¢ amptoy our reciptocity m favour bf His Ma;éi’ty, ﬁ‘m«g
always confidered the augmematwn of his glory, his powu,
and his dormmon, 4s our own happinefs, and to which we dre
ready to contribute with our whole power.

As a greater mark of our confidence in the King of Great
Britain, and as a proof of our moderation, we here add, that,
in c3fe our enemies manifeft an infurmountable obttinacy, and
drive us to the neceflity of continuing the war, we will pre-
ferve, cven though fuccefsful, the fame pacific and moderate
principles, and the fame repugnance to their deftruction,
without ceafing to open ourfelves, in a friendly and confiden-
tial manner, with the Court of London, and to profit of .its
good offices for our paciticatjon.

| m————
IT.

Extra@ of a letter from Lis Grace the Duke of Leeds to
Count Woronzow, dated Whitehall, February 9, 1790.

- TRANSLATION.

Having laid before the King the papers which you commu-
picated to me, by order of your Court, I have His Majefty’s
commands to affure you, that any propofition made by the

- Emprefs will meet with the greateft at@mion on the part of
the King, efpecially when it. relates to fo defirable an obje&
as the re-cflablithment of the public tranquillity.

The King, however, has feen, with fincerc regrgt, the
nature of the conditions of peace propofed by her Imperial
Majelty, which are founded on fuch confiderable exchanges
of tc.rntory, as cannot fail effintially to atic&t the interefts of
various Eurcpean powers, and which appear to the I\mfr as
calculated rather to prolong, and cven to extend the war, than
to put an end to its calamitics.

It is of courfe impoffible that His Majefly can, in any man-
ner, interfere in fupport of the conditions now brought ‘fop-
ward. The ng, howcver, will never have any obje& more
at heart, (next to the immediate profperity of his people) than
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il Tesinig an end put to the troubles which at prefent. dif-
M‘ 2’ canfiderable portion of Europe, by a general peace,
founded on moderate and equitable principles; and His Ma-
jelty will not ceafe to teltify the fame defire, which he has al-
ready fo often manifefted, of embracing, in concert with his
allies, every favourable opportunity which may offer of aecom-
phlhmg fo defirable an cbjedt. -

e m.

éopy'of 2 letter from the Duke of Leeds to Mr. Whitworth.

Whitehall, April 2, 1790.
SIR, .

YOUR feveral dl[]ntcnes, to No. XV. inclufive, have
been duly received and laid before the King.

I have it now in command from His Majefly, to inftruct
you to take the carlieft opportunity of exprefling to the Couirt
of St. Peterfburgh, His Majefty’s concern, that the period for
the opcnin; of the campaign has drawn fo near withaut any
progrefs having been made, in the interval of hofilitics, to-
wards a negociation for putting an end to the war, or for pre.
venting its farther extenfion. His Majefty has already re-
+ peatedly exprefld his earncft defire to cmploy his good offices

‘and- tediaiion, if they can be effectual, for reftoring the
peace of Eurnpc ; ‘but he has hitherto had the mortification of
obferving, that th(;’ms propofed by Ruffia are not fuch as
can bz likely to prodice the defired end, which, His Majefty
conceives, can alone be obtained by all the Beltigerent powers
‘concurring in a wifh to terminate the war, without.any ma-
terial altcration in the relative fituation in which they were
previous to its commencement. You will, thercforey ftate
His Majefty's earnclt hope, that the Emprefs may be inclined
"ty defilt from demands inconfiftent with this principle ; and
that His Majefty, at all events, conceives the only chance
now left of abtaining the. great end in view, and of avoiding

the mifchicfs of anothnr campaign, and the poflibility of the
. extenfien of the war, will be, that an immediatc armiftice
fhould be agrecd upon by all the Belligerent pawers, which



would afford an opportunity of fetting on foot a negocnm
on juft and reafonable grounds.

On thefe motives, and from a confideration of the “urgesicy
of the moment, His Majefty has determined immediatély to -
propofc this-armiftice to all “the Belligerent powers, as well
as to the Court of St. Peterfburgh. Should it be accepxed,
His Majeity will be ready immediately to employ his media-
tion for fctting on foot a negociation on the principle already
mentioned.

-

1V,

Extrad of a difpatch from Count d’Ofterman to Couat de
. Woronzow, dated St. Peterfburgh, May 1, 1790, com-
municated May 30.

THE Englith Minifter at our Court having dcliversd to
me the inclofed extradl of a difpatch addreffed to him by the
Duke of Leeds, dated April 2, N. S. I have loft no time in
fubmitting it to the confideration of the Emprefs.

Her imperial Majefly has lcarnt, with equal pleafure and
gratitude, the fentiments again manifefted by His Britannic
Majefty on this occafion, fo fricndly towards her, and fo fa-
vourable to humanity.

You have alrcady been authorized, Sir, on different occa-
fions, to make known the fentiments of the Emprefs at the
Court where you rcfide ; and Her Majefly has a right to ex-
pe&, that His Britannic Majefty has not mifunderflood the
perfe@ conformity of views which (#bfifts between them, re-
lative to the double objet by which they are animated, of
putting a fpeedy end to the exifting war, and of preventing
the poffible extenfion of it. You will now, Sir, add, that
the cagfidence which diftated thefe firft overtures, on our
part, cannot but have been increafed by the flep latcly taken
by His Britannic Majefty ; and that the Emprefs, duly efli-

mating and honouring the juftice and equity of his principles,
will feel herfelf the lefs embarrafled in demonftrating her own,
as fhe thinks {he may rely on His Britannic Majefty’s doing
her reciprogal Jufhce.

The manner in which her imperial Majefty has xecexvcd the

overtures which have been made to her-from different quar-
I



the gmpiﬁ of terminating the two wars which, have

‘lm fo unjuftly undertaken agamﬁ her, ‘ought not to leave

- any'doudt of her inclinations upon this fuhge& her condud,
ever in confurmity with her exprcﬂ' ons, has proved, that [he
#as not allowed any opportunity, either dire@ or indire&, to

' &ape her, - which appeared to her as proper to infpire ] her ene-

saies with difpofitions analogous to her own.  If the grounds

. ‘of pacification, which fhe confided laft winter to the Court of

_ London, jointly with that of Berlin, have appeared little cal-

culated to anfwer the end propofed by them, we have not he-
fitated to explain ourfelves, with the moft cordial franknefs,
an the motives which obliged us to prefent them in a certain
degree of extenfion.  Tlefe motives were fupported by fuch
evident reafons, that when, in confequence of the orders you
received, you flated them to the Britith Miniftry, they could
not but procuce an effe@ upon them, and leave them no rea-
fonable apprchenfion, that, when the enemics of Ruffia fhall
be ferioully difpofed to treat for a peace, fhe will not afford
every facility which may depend upon her. In refersing to

' thefe zeafons, and in again imprefling them, if it fhall be ne-

ceflary, your Excellency will add, that her Imperial Majefty,
perfitting fincerely in her difpofition of {peedily reconciling her-
fclf with her encmies, on juft and reafonable conditions, and
percciving that thofe which fhe has propofed for this purpofe
have been decmed not to be of 2 nature to be accepted by them,
conceives that fhe cannot mé re properly fulfil the views of his
Britannic Majcdy, than by waiting till they difclofe, in ‘their
turny what corditicns they are naiy to grant, for the attain-
ment ¢f this obje& 3 2nd thould they prove infany degree com-
patible with the honour and dignity of the Emprefs, and with

- the interefts of her empire, her Imperial Majefty will not he-

fitate to accede ,to them, adhering, as clofely as poffible, to

- the very printiples ftated in the above-mentioned extra& of the

Duke of Leeds's difpatch.

.With regard to the armiftice, which His Britannic Ma-
Jjefty propofes as a flep towards the peace, her Imperial Ma-
jefty would not have hefitated to accept it immediately, with
segard to the Ottoman Porte, if her inclinations in this refpe&
were not corrbated by the obligation the is under of a&ing in
this affair in concert with the Court of Vienna; and by a
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arifing from the certiin knowledge we hmgfzbe&emm
je& of the Porte, to amufe the two allied Courts, by feigned
negyciations for an armiftice and for a peace, till they fhail be
able to affemble all their forces. . Since therefore the armiftice
in queftion muft terminate in giving fuccefs to the artifice of
the Ottoman Porte, his Britannic Majefty muft feel what in<
jury and prejudice may refult from it to the interefts of the
two allied Courts, and to the work of peace itfelf. On
-weighing maturely this confideration, the Emprefs hopes that
his Britannic' Majefty has too much equity, and too much
friendfhip for her, to infift on fo pernicious’a meafure, -unlefs
his wifdom fhall be able to devife the means of obviating this
danger and inconvenience. But, notwithftanding the conti-
nuation of the operations® which have been fettled for this
campaign, her Imperial Majefty does not hefitate to give his
Britannic Majefty the moft pofitive affurances, that, whatever
may be the fuccefs which Providence may be pleafed to grant *
to her arms, her principles of moderation, of equity, and of
regard for the fyftem of balance, which forms the obje&t of
his Britannic Majefty’s folicitude, fhall in no wife be altered.

V.

Copy of a Letter from the Duke of Leeds to Mr. Whitworth,
dated Whitchall, June 1§, 1790.
Sig, ’

I fend you incléfed a copy of a paper which was lately com-
mumcatej to me by Count Woronzow. After a mature cone
fideration of its contents, I think it proper to dife@ you, Sir,
immediately toreprefent to the Ruffian Minilters, that, although
" His Majefty obferves, with concern, that circumftances pre-

vented the Emprels from clofing with the propofal of an are
miftice, he fees, on the other hand, with great fatufa&xch,
' the expreffion of the Empye(s’g difpofition to liften to overtures
Of peace, coming as near &y poffible to the principles which I
fiated 0 you in my difpatch of the 2d of Apgl. Thefe prin-
siples continue to appear to-His Majefty, a3 awoft likely to ht

.

Vor. XXXI, ‘ K !
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" fhg Simioikision. of & geoeeal pacibiation. It, howetes, ap-
geirs fo-Hlis Majefty, to be very difficult to propofe any precife,
_gevens for that purpofe, previous to the commencement of a
pegociation : yntil that can be brought forward, the moft juft
and reafonable propofition for a general bafis, appéars to be,
cither that of the fatus quo, as it ftood previous to the war,
fubjedY, however, to fome reafonable modifications, or one
founded upon fuch exchange between the different belligerent
Powers, and thofe immediately in their neighbourhood, as

may tend to conciliate their different interefts and pretenfions,
and, at the fame time, prevent any material alteration, on the
whole, in the balance of power in the North and Eaft of Eu-

rope.
pe' I am, &c.

(Signed) LEEDS.

’ : VI.

Extra& of a Difpatch from Count Ofterman to Count Woron-
zow, dated St. Peterfburgh, May 26, 1790, N. S.
Communicated June q.

TRANSLATION.

By the difpatch of the 1ft of this month, which your Excel-
lency has been initruded to comuunicate to the Britith Minif- -
try, they have been informed, that the principal motive which
has prevented us from anfwering fo preufcly as we could have
wifhed the overtures made here by Mr. Whitworth, relative to
the object of the paclhcatxon, arofc from the obligation we were
under, of a previous underitanding, on that ﬁxb_,c& with the
Court of Vienna. Atprefent, thisdifficulty is overcome; and
the explanations we have 1eccived (by the arrival of a courier
fromthat Court in the interim) having made us acquainted with
all itd intentions, her Imperial Majetty feels herfelf cnabled to
sxplain herfelf as to her own.

Jn confuquenice of this, Sir, you will znnounce to His Bri-
:,;nmc Ma;eﬂy»;, Mmu!ers, that her Iinperial Majefly, influ-,
enced by the corifidence the repofes in the fnendthxp of that
Monarch towards her, in his equity, and in the-jultice ans -



difinteseftednels of iy ¥itws and frocebdings;”dous hef hifitas'
"t imipart to hisit the ol extent P the congitions)” o Whithi:
fhie is ready to reconcile hetfelf wﬁklwem:hd, *ind which”
. tmdouhmﬂy are calculated t6 provp at once tbelmgit ofhersiios
dem:on, and the fincerity of the Hefire, with which-theis dnis"
mated, ‘to fee a fpeedy termination put to the evils, which at
prefent diftrefs humanity, and to prevent thofe whlch foem
farther to menace it. '

The conditions refpe@ing the Turks confiftin .

The pure and fimple re-eftablithment of the treaties, which
have fubfifted between Ruffia and the Ottoman Porte, down to
the moment of the laft rupture ; and -

In the ceffion of the terrntory which extends as far.as the’
Dhiefter, fo as that this river may hereafter ferve as a frontier-
between Ruffia and Turkey.

This arid and uncultivated territogy, contammg nothmg of
any importance, except the fingle town of Oczakow, is folely
fit toferve as a boundary between the two empires, and by no

means as an augmentation or as a diminution of power on one
fide or the other,

VIIL

Extra& of a Letter from his Grace thé Duke of Leeds to Count
Woronzow, dated Whitehall, July 17, 1790.

TRANSLATION.

The King having been informed of the contegts of Count
Ofterman’s difpatch of the 26th of laft May, which you, Sir,
communicated to me, conformably te the inftruions of your
Court, I have the King’s commands again to affure you, Sir,
of the futisfaction with which His Majefty will receive, on
all occafions, the affurances of her Imperial Majefty’s difpo-
fition to facilitate, as much as may depend upon that Sovereign,
the falutary work of the.re-eftablithment of the general tran-
quillity.

The propofitions, which the ng, in concert with his al-
; Jies, has recommended more than once to the Bc!hge:ent Pow.

Ka



' s sepiopiihaent of f feficible an cbjedt, wee 100
mﬁ jo 0 e meeliary ot peefent to recall o 10
M‘hlw Majefty ; and the principles,
o 'which thefe propofitions are founded, cannot but ferve as
penob of the feasimeats of jultice, as well as of fricndthip to-
m&n intarefled parties, with which the King has been
apigtod in all she propofals which His Majefty has made to
"the Belligetent Courts, for the re-cftablifhment of peace.

.The King, convinced of the Emprefs's fincere defire to co-
apenste towasds the fuccefs of fo falutary 2 work, has not failed
to weigh, with the greateft attention, the laft propofitions of
the Court of St. Peterfburgh, contained in the difpatch of the
Vice-Chancellor ; and His Majefty cannot avoid obferving,
that thefe propofitions appear little calculated to conciliate the
mmds cither of the King of Sweden or of the Porte.

* As to what refpe&@s the Ottoman Porte, the ceffion of the
town of Oczakow, with its tesritory, to Ruffia, might meet
with the greateft oppofition on the part of the Turks, and con-
fequently, ferve rather to prolong than to terminate the cala-

mities of war. \

VIL

Extra® of a Letter fromthe Duke of Leeds to Mr. Whitworth,
dated Whitehall, Auguft 17, 1790.

THE feveral circureftances which have taken place in confe-
quence of the conferences at Reichenbach, will doubtlefs be
known gt Peterfburgh before this difpatch can poffibly be re-
ceived by you ; it is impoffible, however, for me not to ftate
to you, for information of her Imperial Majefty, the refult of
thole conferences, asan additional motive for His Majefty’s
again 1enewing his inftances for the purpofe of contributing,
as far as poffible, to prevail upon the Court of Peterfburgh to
promote the gieat obje& of pacification, upon the only grounds
which cither power, would, for its own dignity, either secom-
mgnd ot accept, thofe of fairnefs and moderation.

One of the Belhgereat parties having adopted the idea of fet-
ting on foot a negacuuonfor peace, and p:opoﬁng an armiftice_
in confequence, it is impoffible not to flatter one’s felf wththe:
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"cq&offoxmpomnt 3% eveat is alfeady too well knewt to lewve

. qdwbtof tlmrconth\mngthbu excrtions for its fins} conple-
tion. "You will not fail to renew your reprefentations:to:this
effed, in conjun&ion with the Miniftess of His Majefty’s:al:
lies ;- and under the prefent circumftances, I cagoot help hop-
ing, thata ' difficulty will no longer exift, on the past of Ruﬂia.
to impede the farther progrefs of fo glorionsa wark, or to ecci-
fion any confequences in future, which might give the (matleft
umbrage to her Imperial Majefty. . -

IX.

Extra& of a Letter from Count d'Ofterman to Countde Wo-
ronzow, dated Peterfburgh, ‘Auguft 27, 1790
Commumcated Sept. 30.

TRANSLATION.

WE had fcarcely received the news of the conclufion of the
negociation at Reichenbach, when the Pruffian Minifter, ace
credited to our Court, was inftruéted to make a communica«
tion here, of which he has acquitted himfelf by tranfmitting to
us the inclofed extra&t of a difpatch addrefled to him by the
King bhis mafter. Mr. Whitworth, the Englith Minifter,
prefented himfelf immediately afterwards, to declare, thathe
had received formal orders from his Court to fupport the ftep
now taken by his colleague, and to which he gave the name of 2
declaratiop. ‘

After having obviated every thing that could render the trou-
bles more complicated, and liable to be extended, her Imperial
Majefty, corifenting toftand alone againft an enemy, who had
unjuftly provoked her, and over whom fhe had obtained the moft
fignal advantages, which feemed to promife her the moft com-
pleat indemnification for all the loffes he had occafioned to her,
is ready herfelf to fet bounds to her conquefts, and to be con-
tcnted, as the price of the peace the is willing to grant him,
with an uncultivated territory, which can only ferve, on the
one fide, to facilitate the communicatiorrbetween the frontier
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&M in this point of view, which is inconte(t-
ablprthe netuesd obe, the Emprefs has reafon to believe, that,
by infifting wpon it, the fulfils the reakviews of the Britith King,
fach ay leatt ds he had dectared, as often as he had expreffed his®
defirs for the sg-eftablithment of general tranquillity, and fuch
a8 her Impenmajeﬂy muft fuppofe in him, efpecially from
the natural conne@ions, and conftant conformity of intereft of
their refpe&tive dominions.

Her Imperial Majefty’s entire convition on the obje& in ge-
neraly ditated her anfwer to the overtures of the Court of Ber-
lin, conformably to what you will find in the inclofure, which
you will communicate to the Britith Miniftry.

After all the proofs which the Emprefs has given of her mo-
deration, and her regard for the general balance, fhe thinks
herfelf entitled to expe®, frqm the difintereftednefs and equity
of his Britannic Majefty, that that Prince will be pleafcd to
ufe his endeavours to perfuade the King of Pruffia to enter into
concert’ with him, in order, by their united councils, to pre-
wail with the Ottoman Porte to liften to and accept the mode-
rate and reafonable propofitions which the Field Marfhal Ge-
neral Prince Potemkin Javrickzefkoy is inftruted dire®ly to
» dffer her, and upon which he is authorifed to conclude with her
& definitive treaty of peace.

The-grounds on which thefe propof itions are founded have
" boen already difcuffed with Yhe cabinct of St. James’s, which

: hasfound them perfedtly juft and admiffible. * Indeed, accord-
mg to your laft reports, its language and fentiments have varied
:'iiv this refpe@ : .but her Imperial Majetty, ftill confiding in
! the difinterefted and equitable principles of his Britannic Ma-
- jofty, sttributed this alteration folely to his great carneftnefs

{10 leffen the, difficulties of a geners] ascommodation. But fince'
" they are now obviated by the exifting circumftances, it feems,
_ shat nothing remains o prevent his Britannic Majefty from re-
. verting.to his former determination, equally conformable to

his-natwral jultice, as to the fentiments of friend(hip, with

&hwh hey Imperial Majefty flatters herfelf, on his part, asa

mmlor all mofe which fhe, on her fide, bears towards
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him., Suchiproeeedhg, bymgmentmg the obhgnhm, of '
which they have often ftrove to-give ‘mutusl proefs to each
other, will, with the re-eftablifhment ef general tranquitlivy,
complete the facrhty of that order of to whioh thecon. .
flant and immutable intereft of their ive monarchics
feems to invite them. B

X.

Copy of a: Letter from the Vice-Chancellor, Count d’Ofter-
man, to the Count de Neflelrode, at Berlin, dated Auguft
27, 1790. Communicated September 30.’ :

TRANSLATION.

. THE Pruffian Envoy, having tranfmitted to me the inclofed

extra& of a difpatch, which the King his mafter had addreffed
to him, I haftened to fubmit it to the confideration of her
imperial Majefty ; and jt is by her command that I have the
honour to authorize you to return, through the channel of His:
Pruffian Majefty’s Miniftry, the following an{wer to the over-
tures and infinuations contained in that extra&.

That doubtlefs her imperial Majefty has not forgotten that
His Pruffian Majefty had employed and offered his good offices
for effeGting the re-eftablifhment of peace in Europe ; and the
hopes that His Pruffian Majefty will be pleafed to recolle&,
on hjs fide, the attention with which her imperial Majefty has
always received and liftened to thofe offers.

“That her imperial Majeﬁy was perfe&tly informed by the
King of Hungary and - Bohemia, of every thing that had paf-
fed in the conferences at Reichenbach, as well as of the itfue of
them ; but that however fhe was not the lefs fenfible to the
communication which his Pruffian Majefty has been pleafed to
make to her thereof, on ‘his part. .

That her imperial Majefty has feen with plufure, that, by
means of the amicable arrangement, which refulted therefrom, -
an effufion of blood has beeri prevented, of whlc:h her impe-
Jial Majefty has profeffed her abhorrence. .

_That, ‘from this prmcnple, and from fo many othcrs which
have charaQerifed her reign, her imperial Majefty has mani-
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ks Mg .ﬁm ‘tha Gnexre, defive with which fhe’
5. animaedy 1o fee s {peedy, céffation of .the calamities of- |
Mwmhm commenced againft her; and that .
» P .ltluﬁt part of her withes, by the
m the! concluded with the King of Sweden,
ypon conditions which contain undoubted proofs of her impe-
_#ia} Majefty’s moderation and generofity, as his Pruffian Ma-
Jety will himfelf be convinced, by the communication of the
treaty of peace, which you will forward to him, for which
purpofe a printed capy thereof is herewith inclofed to you.

“That it will not be her imperial Majefty’s fault, if the war
with the Ottoman Porte be not likewife terminatedy and as
. fpeedily as her imperial Majcfty defires ; and it may be afferted
that fhe facilitates it by the moderation of the demands which

- fhe makes. .

That théfe muft be perfedly kuown to his Pruffian Majetty,
i confequence of her imperial Majcfty’s having confided them
to the King of Fungary and Bohemia, as well as to the King
of Great Britain, neither of whom have failed to communi-
cate them to his Pruffian Majefty.

That if the King will be pleafed to weigh thefe demands
with that impartiality which the Emprefs thinks fhe may ex.
pe from his equity, as well as from his friendthip for her,
he cannot but find them fo much the more moderate and rea-
fonable; as their objedt, including nothing which can, in the
'lealt “degree, ‘threaten that balance of power, the fupport of ’
which his Pruffian Majefty has at heart, fulfils, on the con-
trary, another of his views, which is that of fecuring the fo-
lqhty and duration &f the peace, the re-eftablithment of which
is now in queftion, by ftipulating, between Ruffia and the
Portd, a frontier, more diftin®, natural, and proper for
waintaining between them a peaceable neighbourhood, and
wndifturbed harmony for the future.

That her imperial Majefty, by reftoring fo many other con-
qucfis mhade by her arms from the Porte, and thus facrificing,
to the rescftublithment of peace, the lawful nght, which fhe

-had acquized, to much more confiderable indemnifications for
ali the loffes occafioned to Ruffia by the wrijuft aggreffion of
e Porte, has.nothing 'to defire for the proofs fhe imight give
#f her pacific difpofitiens ; 'and,that, in erder-fo promoie their



effe®, fhe fome time ago authotif ber Field M;rﬂml
General, Prince Potemkin Janven fkoy, to propofe the
fame conditions direttly to  the Turks, and to conglude a
* peace with them, on the bafis contained therein, and from
which the fuperior confiderations of dignity, honour, and
indifpenfable fecurity to the frontiers, cannot permit the
Emprefs to deviate,

That, from this expofition, it is evident, on the one
hand, that it will depend hereafter only on the Ottoman
Porte, to fix and accelerate the defired period of the paci-
fication, by imitating at length the fpiritof conciliation
which the*Emprefs has inceflantly difplayed; and, on the
other, that, as is above mentioned, the dire& negotiation
with the Turks being already opened, the juft apprehen-
fion of retarding its continuation and progrefs, is the rea-
fon which prevents the Einprefs from profiting of the
friendly offers which his Pruffian Majefty has been pleafed .
to make to her of his formal mediation.

But that her Imperial Majefly, highly yaluing the wetght
which the intervention of a Prince, fo refpeCtable as the
King of Pruffia, would neceflarily have, and confiding in
the affurances which he has now renewed to her, of the
difintereftednefs of his motives, as well as of his fenti-
ments of friendfhip for her, cannot receive more eflential
or more convincing marks either of the one or the other,
or which, at the {ame time, can be more proper to excite
the juft gratitude of her Imperial Majefty, than if his
Pruflian Majefty, conjointly with the King of Great Bri-
tain, his ally, will be pleafed to employ, and fender effica-
cious, his good offices and falutary councils with the Og»
toman Porte, in order to induce her to accept the reafon-
able terms propofed to her, and by which the Emprefs has
exhaufted all that could be expected, in the utmoft rigour,
from her moderation, condelcenfion, and regard for the

general tranquillity.
. I have the honour, &c.

Vor. XXXI. . L



7Y PARLIAMENTARY A noa

XL

Copy of a Letter from the Duke of Leeds to Count de
Woronzow, dated O&ober g, 1790.

Whitehall, Oétober 9, 17g0.
SIR,

1 HAVE not failed to lay before the King the papers
which you communicated to me fome days ago.

His Majefty cannot fee, without regret, the difficulties
which muft probably refult from the reiterated refolution

“of infifting-on the ceflion of Oczakow and ’its territory,
There was reafon to hope, that the bafis of negotiation,
to which the King of Hungary had confented, would have
been equally approved of by the Emprefs; while, at the
fame time, confidering the moderation with which that
Princefs had declared herfelf difpofed to contribute, on her
part, to the re-eftablithment of general tranquillity, we
had flattered qurfelves that every obftacle to the happy ac-
complifhment of this important obje& would fpeedily have
been removed.

The King’s Minifter at the Court of St, Peterfburgh,
in giving his fupport to the reprefentations of his Pruffian
Majefty on this ohject, has done no more than obey the
precife orders of his Majefty ; and it is particularly to be
yegrettod, that her Imperial Majefty, at the fame time the
thinks proper to decline the mediation of the allies, fhould
sontinue toexprefs her Wifhes that they fhould employ their

 good offices for abtaining a -point, which appears fo diffi-
cult to reconcilg.with the immediate interefts of the Porte,
or even with the general bafis, on which it is fo defirable
that the negatiation for a peace may be founded. '

+ T have the honour to be, &c. .
(Sgned)  LEEDS.
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worth, dated Whitehall, O&ober 19, 1790

I SEND you inclofed » copy of .the anfwer which I re:
turned, by his Majefty’s command; to the late communi-
cation made by Count Woroiizow by ordet of his Cours.

You will hot fail to eommunicate the anfwer above -
mentloiied to the Ruffian Miniftersy (although they will
tio doubt receive it from Count Waronzow) fat the pur-
pofe of repeating the King’s fentiments refpecting the des
firable event of peace between the Emprefs and the Porte,
on the grounds of the Status quo: at the fame tithe exprefi-
ing the fincere wifhes of his Majefty to cultivate the moft
cordial friendfhip With Ruffia, at all times, however cir-
cumftances rhay have been interpreted to the Emprefs;
with a view to promote jealoufy on the part of Ruffia to-
wards Gteat Britain.

That this country, however flattering the acceptance of
its mediation, in conjunétion with that *of its allies, by
the Emprefs, would have been, cannot but fuppofe that
Princefs had the ftrongeft motives for not acceding to fo
friendly a propofal; and we have too fincere a defire of
feeing Ruffia reftored to perfeét tranquillity, not to be fa-
tisfied with the means, which may appear moft agreeable
to her Imperial Majefty, being adopted for that purpofe:

Xtl.

Copy of 3 Difpatch from Count Ofterman to Count Wo-
ronzow, dated St. Peterfburgh, O&ober 3n x7~9o'.
Communicated December 2.

TRANSLATION:
. St. Peterfburgh, O&. 31, 37968
SIR, » 1196
\WE bave fufely teceived the difpatches whigh-gber Ex-

!lem:y intrufted to the Courier Nafarfkofk§,- #ad which
La
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\ .
accompanied the written anffycr which the Duke of Leeds

ou,_ in confequence of the overtures which you had
m ° i;ﬁ'kq to tg;’Bﬁtiﬂf Minmry, by the opportunity
of M. Pogenpool’s returning to’his poft,

Her lmperial Majetty, fupporting the whole burden of
the war, and fincerely defiring to fee it terminate as fpee-
dily as poffible, has a double mouve for partaking with
his Britannic Majeifty in the regrets he exprefles to her, on
the fubjeét of the difficulties which may refult from her
Tmperial Majefty’s refolution of infifting on the ceffion of
Oczakow and its territory; but fhe thinks the does not de-
part from the moderation with which fhe has fhewn herfelf
ready to treat with her enemies, in not giving up a point,
of no intrinfic value, but indifpenfable for the fability of
the peace itfelf, which, without that, muft neceffarily be
precarious and temporary, and the confequences of which,
confidering the ill will and bad faith of the Turks in the
obfervance of their treaties, would be foon to draw Ruffia
into 2 new war, and to caufe to the other powers the fame
alarms and the fame inquietudes, to which the prefent war
has unhappily given too much occafion.

Your Excellency, in the different converfations you
have had with the Duke of Leeds, has fo well ftated the
reafons which do not permit us to avail ourfelves of the
offer which the allies have made us of therr mediation, that
othing remains bt to refer ourfelves entirely to them.
But if his Britannic Mujefty thinks that the good offices,
which the Emprefs continues earneftly to afk of him, for
facilitating the pacification, will not be effe¢tual, fo long
as the demang of Oczakow fhall not be waved, the only
confequence is, that the Ottoman Porte will not be rea-
fonable, anx that Ruffia is not obliged, after having been
fo unjuftly attacked; to facrifice to her, by the reftitution
of all her conquefts, not only her clam to a juft indemni-
ficition, but even her moft effential fecurity for the future.

The Emprefs does not think fhe prefumes too much on
her pretenfions with his Britannic Majefty, in demandiﬁ
that the interets of Ruffia fhould, on this occaffion, "



"Welghed at Maft'in’ thq %M’ﬁ'tbd’e of ’l’urkeyf;
and fhe hopes, from thé ¥équiy, ‘at'well i the friendhig of
that Monarch, ‘that be will fiot-urge hér t admit grounds
of negotiatior, fo prejudicial to-the honour.and (afety of
her empire, as thofe which the obftinacy and’ injutlice of .
the Ottoman Porte would make her adopt.

In detailing-to the Britifh Miniftry the intentions of her
Imperial Majefty, ‘which we now announce to you, you
will add, that her Imperial Majefty, faithful to the affu-
,rances the has given, will not go beyond them irl confe-
quence of any fuccefs with which it may pleafe pmvsdmce
to blefs the means, which fhe is refolved (contrary to her
inclinations) to employ for reducing the Turks; and that
the conditions of her peace with them will always confift
of the fame terms of moderation and equity, which-(he
has lately communicated to the Court of London.

1 have tile honour to be, &c.
(Signed)
. C. J. DOSTERMAN.

X1V,
®

Memorial ffom Mr. Whitworth and Count Goltze, dated
Peterfburgh, May 26, 1791. Received June 20.

SINCE the beginning of the exifting war, the Courts
of London and Berlin have manifefted, on all occafious,
their ardent defire of contributing, by all the means in-
their power, to its fpeedy termination, upon fuch principles
as might beft accord with the general intereft of Europe:
they have had the fatisfallion of feeing thefé falutary views
in part accomplithed, by the acceptation of the Status quo,
fucly as it exifted before the war, as the balis of the pacifi-
cation between Auftria.aod the Porte. The fame principle
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§ Sohoye o el $0. pagotiate, on the fame bafiy,
har pacification with the Porze, But their withes having
Ritherto been fruitlefs, and the time for ppening the cam-
paign ‘being again at hand, the confequences which the
continustien of the war muft unavoidably entail upon
 their conypon interefts, have Laid them under an indifpen-
fable- neceflity of making fuch preparations as circums
fances may require. At the fame time, the twa Courfsy
defiring to do every thing which depends on them to con-
tribute to the re-eftablithment of general tranquillity, pro-
vided that the fafety of ‘the Porte, and confequently the
Ingevefts of Europe, fhould not be committed, have feri-
oufly weighed the idea fuggefted by other refpetable pow-
ers, to try to conciliate the views of the interefted parties,
by fome modification, conformable to the principle already

. wd dO'l'h,

The demand made by Ruflia of Oczakow and its dif«
tri®, comprifiig the country fituated between the Bog
and, the Dniefter, is brought forward by that Court, as
founded folely on the principle of fecuring a defenfive
frontier. It is, however, evident that the prefent fituation
of, Turkey makes it more neceffary for her than for Ruffia,
that the fame principle fhopld be applied to her dominions
‘and limits; that it is a point of the higheft importance for
the fecurity and independence of that powers and that it is
effential for the maintenance of| the permanent tranquillity
of Europe to provide for it in an effeftual manmer.

From thefe confiderations, the allies are induced to tef-
tify to the Court of Peterfburgh their defire to fee this
principle adopted, as the balis of any modification of the

' Status guo; and their earneft defire to facilitate the fpeedy
ro-eftablithment of the general tranquillity, has induced
them to authorife the underfigned to declare, that their
sefpelive Conrts are ready to'contribute, by their afif-
tence. to fulfil fo defirable an objed, and to fet oa fost a
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able to the principes of aquick shd jullice ibve detailed,

by which their conduét has always Beed influenced.
' ASigned)
Cuarpes Waitwortd,  Comte do Gouts.
Peterfburgh, Thurfday . o
«. 3% May, 1791.
XV. v

Copy of a Letter from Count d"Ofterman to Mr, Whit-
worth and Count Goltze, dated June 6, 1791. Received,
July 5. :

ON every occafion that the Courts of London and Ber-
lin, as well as other powers, have made overtures to the
Emprefs, on the fubje of their wifhes to fee a fpeedy ter-
mination put to the war, which unhappily has taken place
between Ruffia and the Ottoman Porte, her Imperial Ma-
jefty has conftantly manifefted a difpofition, which proved
the moit perfe&t conformity between her own views and
thofe of the above powerss The moft undeniable docu-
ments and evidences of this are to be found in all their
Cabigets. . .

The memdrial lately prefented by the Minifters of tha-
two above-mentioned Courts, dated the 1§ of May, making
mention, in general terms, only of a provifion to be made
for the fecurity of the Ottoman Porte in the future pacifi-
cation, and of a negotiation to be fet on foot here on that
fubjec, her Imperial Majefty is the lefs enabled to appre-
ciate its obje& and aim, as fhe has a right to flatter herfelf,
that fhe has exhaufted, in her propofitions, every thing
which her love of peace, her gencrofity, and even her at-
tention to getieral accommodations, have been able to fug-
geft to her, as compatible with her dignity, the juftice of
her caufe, and her attention to the fecurity and repofe of

_ ber empire. For, after having been unjuftly attacked and
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mﬁ %e world_kegws, and,as the Caurts of

the time scknowledged and’

lw‘ r f& yea s burdshfome war, accom-
panied, however, with unmférrupted fuccefs on the part
of Ruffia, by which fhe has become miftrefs of various
provinces and flrong places of the Otjoman dominions;
the Emplefa, ‘conformably to all the laws received and ac-
knowledged by all nations, would have been eompletely
entitled to retain the whole of thefe conquefts, of, at leaft;
a contiderable part of them, as a juft, though with cer-
tainly an inadequate indemnification for fo many evils and
fo many incalculable loffes, the burden of which her do-
minions havé {o long had to fuftain. Her Imperial Ma-
fefty, however, in confequence of her moderation and dif-
intereftednefs; has not hefitated to make a facrifice of all
the adyantages to which the progrefs of her arms appeared
naturally to hold out to her, merely referving teo herfelf
that of infuring the duration and the ftability of the peace,
which fhe is defirous of conclud.ng, by a new frontier,
which, far from endangering or expofing the defenfive fe~
curity of the Ottoman Porte, confirms it, at the fame
time that it removes every fubje& of difpute and of quar-
rel between the two flates, to which an immediate neigh-
bourhaod too often gives occafion, and which becomes the
erigin and caufe of ruptupes and of long and bloody wars,
As a river, like the Dniefler, offers a boundary equally
natural and proper to prevent and remove hereafter all the
above-mentioned inconveniencies, without at all affeting,
as it is extremely eafy to prove, the relative propertion of
yower between the two interefted parties, her Imperial
Majefty conceives herfelf intitled 'to infift upon this de-
tparcation with the greater propriety, as conciliating at
once the object of fecurity for the Ottoman Porte, for
which the Courts of London and Berlin avre defirous of
providing, and that of the l‘.\ﬂmg prefervation of the ge-
wral tranquillity of Europe, which has always been, in
equal degree, the ohje@ of the Emprefs's moft conftant

lively folicitude,
cq -



»»»»»»

that the Will, wnh ,plufun udgnmu&, 1
the friendly and impartial fleps that WM
proper fo take, to accélerate the Glmﬁy worki'of
vided that the mtereﬂs of her dignity," uddfdse 1 ;
fubjets, fhall bé thereby attended to, to:thé éxsent Whuu
juftice; the goodncfs of her mfc, and! ﬁm ynkri&md
demand, LA
’ (Signed) " - S
cC.J. ,DZOSTI’ERMAN. o
Peterfburgh, 6 June, 1791, B '

XVIC ‘l . e

'Copy of a Mertiorial from Meffrs WhntWonh and F awkehet
and Count Goltz, Peterfburgh, June 3, 1791. N

4

THE underfigned, Envoys Extraordinary and Minifters
Plenipotentiary of England and Pruffia, thinking themfelves
authorized to conclude, from the anfwer mada, by.order of her
Imperial Majefty, to the reprefentation of the Courts of Lon+
don and Berlin, dated the 3% of laft month; ‘that fhe feels hers
felf difpofed to permither Miniftes to gnter into a difcaffion
of the principle bgought forward in’ the aforefaid reprefen-’
tation; refpe@ting a defenfive frontier; as well for the Ruffian
empire as the Ottoman Porte, have determined to colle® into
one point of view, and to fubmit to the confideration of her
Imperial Majefty, without difguife or referve, all they arewpers
tnitted by their inftruttions togropofe, with regard to this oh-
je&, tothe Court of Peterfburgh, -

They have no dogbt but that her Imperial Majefty will con-
fider the' camefinefs they thus thew, and their candour, whlch
is {o different from thie ordinary courfe of negogistions, as an -
mdubntablewoof of the fincere and difinterefied defire of the.

% 'Vor, XXXI. : M -be



pﬁceundfm'ndly in-,
went of a peace,
Pm.
_ & The portfaisd Miniftersgte inducéd to thipk, in confequence
cBahe distcupes madet hy His Catholic Majefty and by the
" Gimizt of Dienrasrk, which do not appear to have been rejeét-
od;-or pven difapproved ay the Court of Ruffia, and from the
detail of et ineortvemencies refulting from an immediate neigh-
boushood, which jsto be found in the anfwer already men-
tioned,, that her Xmperial Majefly may be induced to confent
to conclude a peace, on condition that the diftri&t of Oczakow,
from the Bog to the Dniefter, fhould be declared neutral and
pdent of both powers. This fhpulanon, were it faith-
' ﬁil!y and exagtly performed by the contriQing parties, might
.perhaps fulfil the obje&t more perfeitly than any other, and
‘might infure the advantagc of a frontier reciprocally defen-
ﬁn. Two great rivers, and an uncultivated and defert coun-
: try, extendmg mose than two hundred werlts, which muft be
‘paffed before the troops of . cither of the Powers conld arrive in,
“'the country of the Dther, would undoubtedly fecure the two
" Empires - from furpnfc i and the fortifying of the eaftern
Banks of the Bog by Ruffia, and of the weftern-banks of the
Dhnicfter by the Turks, would leave nothing to be withed for
on this important point.  Such is the firft means of conciliation
whiich the aforefaid Mmifters are willing, with the confent of
Her' Impem& Mnjeﬁy, to pgopofc to the Turks, as the bafisof
ﬁ peace MR
«-The fecond propoﬁtwn, which might come in que{hon, is
the ceflion of 0czakow, and itsimmediate diftri&, to Ruffia,
. §m full property and fovereignty, with all the rights thence re-
Tulting, ' withont any exception ; referving, however, to Tur-
“key, afpace on the eaftern bank of the Dniefter,. more or lefs
vonfiderable, .in ‘proportion to ¥he facility there may be to find
 fome natural and defincable foéntier ; fueh, for inftance, as
the Lake Teligol, or fuch other as mey be agreed upon ; it
‘being neverthelels underftood, that this fhould be at a diftance
* #fufficient to fecure to the Turks the free navigation of the
-Dniefter. It might even be practicable to engage to induce
‘the Turks to confent to the ncutsality of this part of the cedac




emﬁ&, fitvated between tha” i (GHE W Rofia and m
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The allied ‘Courty du-nut think MM v engag¢
the Porte to conclude 2 peace, on-the igh of leaving
Oczakow fortified in the hands of Ruffia, unlefs this facrifice,
fo dangerous for her, fhould be compenfated by the fecurity of
the two banks of the Dnicfter; and the aforefaid Minifters
flatter themfelves that her Imperial Majelty will pot refufc this
condition. .

Should her Imperial Majefty, however, fecl any repugnance
10 accede to thefe terms, the aforefaid Minifters declare their
readinefs, as the laft refource, to propofe to the Ottoman Mi-
niftry to cede to Ruffia, as the price of peade, the diftri& of
Oczakow, from the Bog to the Dniefter, in full property and
fovereignty ; provided, however, that her Itperial Majefty
will authorize them to give the Porte fuch affurances as may
be proper to calm the minds of its fubjets, to prevent its
alarms, and to tranquilize it, asto the zonfequences of fuch a
difmemberment of its empire, by enabling the Courts of Lon-
don and Berlin to engage, that her Majcfty fhall demolith the
fortrefs of Oczakow, and fhall not rebuild it ; that the fhall
not raife other fortifications within this diftri® ; and that the
fhall leave the navigation of the Dniciter perfedly free.

The Courts of London and Berlin conceive they cannot
propofe any thing beyond thefe conditions to the Ottoman
Porte ; but, by the choice which they defire her Imperial Ma-
jefty to make between thefc different propofitions of concili-
ation, all of them juft, moderate, aml reafonable, they are
perfuaded fhe will perceive, beyond a poffibility of doubt,
their particular regard towards herfelf perfonally, and their ex-
treme attention to confult the dignity of her crow n, the honour
and the glory of her empirc, and the interefts of her fubjeéts :
they confidently refer to the judgement, which all Europe muft
form, of their fincere intention to reftore peace, and to con-
tribute to the gencral tranquillity, as well as of their imparti-
ality and their perfeét difintercftednefs, which are evidently
proved by the ftep they have now taken.

W ith regard to the form of the arrangement to be adopted,
the aforcfaid Minifters will make no difficulty in agreeing to

M 2 '
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any thing her, Impeml Majtﬂy way defire on that head, pros,
vided.that the engagements, for which .they muft become re-
Aponfible to the Ottoman Portg, may thcreby be fecurely eftab-
lithed. ‘

If it be true, that the regular conferences were not begun
till this day, it is equally fo, that the Minifters of her Impe-
rial Majefty have long been made acquainted, by confidential
¢onverfations, and by other means, with the propofitions for
peace, which were about to be brought forward. It is there-
fore to be prefumed, that her Imperial Majefty’s refolution on
this important bufinefs is in fome degree formed, if not abfo-
lutely fettled ; and her determination is expcéted with the
greateft impaticnce at London and Berlin.  Her Imperial Ma-
jefty’s friendfhip and regard for the Kings of Great Britain and
Pruffia, her lively folicitude for the repofe of Europe, her love
towards her people, her defire to reftore peace ta them, and
to prevent the farther effufion of human Yloed, afford the fureft
confidence to the under-figned Minirters, that this important
decifion will fpeelily be fignified to them, and that it will be

+ favourable ; more efpecially as, complying with every thing
her Imperial Majefty has appeared to defire, they afk from her
goodnefs and generofity only fome flight modifications.

Signed,

CHARLES WHITWORTH. Le Comtr pi GoLrz,
Wirtriam FAWKENER,

Peterfburgh,
43 June, 1791

XViL

Copy of a Note from Count Ofterman to Mcflis. Whitworth
and Fawkener, and Count Goltze, dated July 9, 1791,
(O.S.) Received Auguft 8.

THE fecond memorial, dclivered here on the 1% of laft
June, by the Envoys extraordinary and Minifters Plenipoten-
tiary of England and Pruflia, having been fubmitted to the con-

,Aideration of the Emprefs, her Minifters having receive.
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Impenal Majeﬂys orders, now ﬁnd themfelvcs enabled té
continue the amicable difcuflion which forms the objed of that
memorial. :
In the firft place, the underwritten Minifter has the pleafure
to announce the fatisfation with which her Imperial Majefty
has feen in the fairnefs and cahdour with which the Minifters
of their Majefties the Kings of Great Britain and Pruffia have
given to their negociation, the fincere with of their Majeftics
to accelerate the defirable work of a peace between Ruflia and
the Ottoman Porte.  Such an intention correfponds too much
with the wifhes of her Imperial Majefty, for her not to afford,
on her fide, cvery reafonable facility in her power. But if,
having fupported for fo long a time the burden of a war, pro-
voked bv :he unjuft aggreflion of the Porte, fhe is interefted
more than any other power to accellerate its conclufion, fhe
conceives herfelf equally intitled to weigh and to fix, in her
wildemand moderation, the means of fecuring to her fubjeéts,
it not 2 compenfation proportioned to their exertions, at lealta
certain and fecure repofe, of which they ftand in need, and
which ought to be the fmalleft reward of thofe exertions. The
demands which her Iinperial Majefty has, in confequence,
made, and which fhe has caufed to be manifefted to the Courts
of London and Berlin, as well as to all Europe, affuredly pre-
fent nothing more than this innocent and equitable defire.
They muft be confidered in this light by all impartial powers ;
and if any of them have fuggefted any ideas of modifying thefe
demands (though without any copcert or confent of Ruffia),
this muft haye arifen from confiderations, derived not from
their incompatibility with ftriét juftice and the general intereft,
but folely from an apprehenfion of the extenfion of the calami-
ties of war. Such muft undoubtedly have been the motive of
the overtures made to the Courts of London and Berlin by that
of Copenhagen ; of which, however, the Court of Ruflia never
had any dire€t knowledge, nor ever authorized her to pro-
pofe the facrifices of which that Court has made mention. At
prefent, when this apprehenfion feems to be diffipated, by
mgans of the friendly explanations to which the two firft Courts
have opencd the way, the Emprefs is as affured of obtaining
the unanimous fuffrage of all the powers to her propofitions, as
fhe finds herfclf obliged, for the moft ferious reafon of main-

-



ouly. of . tion, prefented in the above-
griad of the § , not being equivalent, and
nly oné which, in any degree, correfponds
] tiog of her Imperial Majefty, 1t is upon
e thet 'w¢ can fix our attention and obfervations.
Courts propofe to offer to the Ottoman Mi-
’v‘;"ﬁ:ty the ceffon of the diftri& of Oczakow, fiom the Bog to
,’agt Doeifier, to Ruflia, in full property and fovereignty ; provided
v $ Ber Iwperial Mayefly will authorife them to guve the Porte fuch

ﬁwm @s may be proper to calm the minds of 1ts [ubjeéts, to pre-
"r’(ﬁl ids alarmi, and to tranquillefe 1t as to the confequences of fuch

B fifmembergent of its Empire, by enabling thfe Courts to engage,

. }fdl ber Mg:ﬁy Jhall demolifb the fortrefs of Oczakow, and fball

. ?:' uild its and that fhe fball not rasfeather fortifications within
s difirscd.

¢ JBelides, independently, that a clanfe or reftriéion of this

would,imply a contradition of the principle of pro-

and abfolute fovereignty, on ‘the footing of which the

twp above-mentioned Courts confent to negociate the ceffion

of the 6duntry 1n queftion with the Ottoman Porte, 1t does not

gven corrgfpond with that of perfeét equality or reciprocity,

mbich ought to be the indifpenfable bafis of this negocration ;

Jonher Imperial Majeily-leaves to the Turks an entire liberty

of preferying, on their bank, all their ancient fortifications, of

iring them, and ereitg new oncs at their pleafure. Be-

fides, & claufe of this nature would overturn and 1ender null

thg principal obje& propofed by this acquifition, which 1s that

of owning for Ruffia a certain and diftin@ frontier, which

" fhe feelg 10 be the more neceffary, as the exutting war, as well

-t ing,, were both of them commenced on the part of

ﬂu,btman Porte. In addition to this, the conftrution of

.ﬁ:ﬁ*oin general does not indicate any intention of attack-

+ ipg 3 M is cénneQed with meafures of precaution and ° e,

AR, Cp ly, give occafiohi to any fubje& oa rea-

‘::;N‘ alarm m&s_ on the contraryz’ thc? more that

fgpﬁuﬁ ,Jeparated by a river Like the Dmiefter, are fortified

' w'\i?? %g the greater will be the refpaftive fecurity for the



the Emprefsand of the medutmg powers. B t&, ,
in the moft unequivocal manner, an Sferepce &
for their interventiosf, her Ithperial G%bjdly dﬁﬁ aﬂf cliate:
to give them the moft pofitive affurances;, thé¢ Mﬁc wilt
not difturb the liberty of the mmgatlon ‘of . the" but
that the will; on the contrary, afford it all &mm Pm,?c
tion. She will do this the more wxllmgfy, as; " duity
reign, fhe has acted upon an invariable pnumplcagf-é!m‘
ing, by all poffible means, the commerce aﬂd ;gntm of
neutral and friendly nations. Her Ma;eﬂy, s hopesy
that thofe powers will undertake t6 induce the ﬂtmiiw.\ Porte
to adopt, in this refpe®, the fame rule;. ‘and the fhmt prwch« .
ple; and, in gencral, although her Impenal ﬂajeﬁxb is ‘hot
informed that the allied Courts have been authohfed,\
by the Ottoman Porte, to treat, and'to fnaké Wﬁﬂdﬂ' Ang
its name, the, however, prefumes that,’ from. tlwmfoﬁpﬁm
and trouble they take for the re-eﬂabﬁﬂm&atd' m m ‘
good offices and reprefentations will haye hllﬂle weight. thay
deferve; and fhe flatters herfelf,.4n CW that they
will be inclined to employ afl their. credig and igfugace with
the Porte, to make her as well convinced, M:hefmu&bthem .
felves, of the juftice and pusity of ‘the’ ‘Emiprefy’s ‘intentions,
which affuredly do not tend ettherfs‘ the deftrudtion f the O b& ,
taman Porte, or to the overtutning of the general balince,
which, on the contrary, prove. the mioft finceré defire:to effe&-
ageneral pacification, and, above alb-things, #to put:a flopton
farther effufion of human blood. If however, qontrary vo al
expeQation, and in fpite of the moderation and equity.. Ef the
.Emprefs’s demands, and of the endeavaurs:of their

the Kings of Gredt Britaih and Pruffia to gite them wuﬂlt at
‘the aforéfaid Potte, thatCourt-fhould pesfiftinits unregfanable
obftinacy, her Imperial Majefty hopes,jti;ghat tafe,:from the
Jjuftice and friendfhip of thofe Sovarexgm, Jh;y will aban-
-don the care of terminating this war. to the folgWof évents
‘whichit may occafian, . She.ganceives fhe miay, withshe more




m expedt this déferesive on their part, as, far from bling
defifous of diffembling, that the modificattons fhe has given to
the epiiditions of peace aré in a great part owing to that which
fhe has a pleafure in fhewing them on her fide, fhe is glad, on
every occaficn, to manifeft the value fhe attaches to the pre-
fé’ryation of their friendthip, and the defire which animates her
to cultivate with them, without alteration, the moft real har-
mony and moft perfe& good underftanding.

(Signed)

. Count JOHN D'OSTERMAN.
Peterfburgh,

July 9, 1791

‘ XVIIL

Copy of a Memor'al from Meflrs. Whitworth and Fawkenef
and Count Goltz, Peterfburgh, 22d July, 2791.

THE underfigned, Envoys Extraordinary and Minifters
Plenipotentiary of England and Pruffia, have received the com
munication, which his Excellency the Viee Chancellor Count
d'Ofterman was pleafed to make them on the -% of this month,
by order of her Imperial Majefty, in anfwer to their memogial
of the 1§ of June, with all the fenfibility, which an intimate
knowledge of the fentiments of regard and cfteem of the Kings
their mafters for the auguft perfon of her Majefty the Emprefs,
and of the infinite value Which they attach to her friendfhip
and confidence, muft infpire them with, The juftice which
the Emprefs renders to the purity of the intentions of the Kings
of Great Britainand Pruffia, and to the fincerity of their de-
firé to contribute to the {peedy re-eftablifhment of peace be-
tween Ruffia and the Ottoman Portc, and to maintain and pre-
ferverthe public tranquillity, how much foever it ‘might be due
to them, could not byt be agreeable and valuable to them in
the higheft degece ; and the above-mentioned Minifters think
they cannot better concur, in the name and on the part of
their,Sovereigns, with the fpirit of conciliation which diated
thofe expreflions, than in pafling over all difficulties, and re-
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moving all obftacles, which might ftill, retard the accofhptifh-
ment of that defirable work.

If the faid Minifters propofed to her Impcnal Majeﬁy, that
the would be pleafed to engage not to ere&t any fortifications
in the ditri€ which is to be ceded to her by the Porte, that
propofal was not made with the view of depiiving Ruflia of
the juft means of fecurity and defence, butin order more effec-
tually to fecure the free navigation of the Dpiefter ; the prin-
cipal obje@, which has always appeared to the allied Courts of
the higheft importance. Since, however, her Imperial Ma-
jefty has been pleafed to give them the moft pofitive affurances
that not only fhe will not difturb the freedom of the navigation
of that river, but that, on the contrary, fhe will grant it her
full favour and protettion, that precaution is become fuper-
fluous and ufelefs, the underfigned regarding her Imperial
Majefty’s word as the moft certain pledge of the engagements
the contras.,

In confequence, therefore, of fuch engagement on the part
of her Majefty the Emprefs, the above-mentioned Minifters
promife, without hefitation, in the names of their mafters, and
by virtue of their full powers, that the Kings of Great Britain'
and Pruffia fhall propofe to the Ottoman Porte, to conclude
peace @gith Ruffia, by ceding to the latter, in full right and
fovereignty, the diftri& of Oczakow, from the Bog to the
Dniefter ; her Imperial Majefty engaging, as above, not to
difturb the freedom of the navigation of the latter river, but,
on the contrary, togrant it her full favour and prote&tion ; a
condition by which the Ottoman Porte will be equally bound,
and which will make, on each fide, an article of the pcace to
be concluded. It follows that Ruffia will reftore to the Otto-
man Porte, at the conclufion of the peace, all the other pro-
vinces and poffeflions whatfoever, belonging to the Porte, and
which have been, or may be, conqucred by the arms of
Ruffia.

If, contrary to all expetation, the Porte fhould be unwilling -
to yield to the advice and reprefentations of the allied Courts,
and thould decline entering into negociation on the prapofed
bafis, the faid Courts promife her Imperial Majefty to aban-

1 ‘Dn the termination of this war folely to the courfe of* events

!
Vou. XXXI. N.
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which it may produce. The above-mentioned Mnmﬂers are
neverthelefs perfuaded, that her Majelty the Emprefs will not
think the term of four months too long for the acceptance, by
the Turks, of the conditions above mentioned, and for the fet-
tlement of the peage.

The Kings of Great Britain and Pruffia hope, moreover,
from the generofity of her Majefty the Emprefs, and from her
defire to ftop any farther effufion of human blood, that fhe
will be pleafled, as foon as the Porte fhall have confeated to
the bafis of pacification above declared, to confent to an im-
mediate armiftice, in order to give every fecurity and facility
to the Plenipotentiaries, tobe appointed on each fide to nego-
ciate the peace, aud to conclude it, without lofs of time.—
Their Majeftics age the more readily inclined to believe that
her Imperial Majefty will agree to this propofal, as her in-
tentions thereupon have already been fignified by his Excel-
Iency, the Vice Chancellor, to the Count de Woronzow, her
Imperial Majefty's Minificr at London, and communicated
by him to that Court.

It only remains to the aforefaid Minifters, to affure her Im-
perial Majefty's Miniftry of their real fatisfadtion, in having
ferved as the inftruments for the completion of an arrangement,
which cannot but produce the moft happy confequencgg, and
the moft advantageous effeéts on the harmony and go«:lq'ndcr-
ftanding already fubfifting between her Linperizl Majefty and
the allied Courts. Thefe fentiments cannot but be maintained
and ftrengthencd by thé proofs of regard, deference, and friend-
thip, which thel¢ Sovercigns have now mutually given to each
other, in the face of all Europe.

The gmmous teftimony which her Imperial Majefty has
deigned to give to the zeal and franknefs of the above-men-
tioned Minifters, is to them of incftimable value, and they re-
gard it as a very glorious reward of their pains and labours.

(Signed)

CrarLES WHITWORTH. Le ComTE pE GOoLTZ.
WiLrLiaMm FAWKENER.

Peterfburgh,
+1 July, 1791
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XIX.

Copy of a Note from Count d'Ofterman to Meflrs:. Whit-
worth and Fawkener, and Count Goltz, July I3, 1791.
Received Auguft 14. .

TRANSLATION.

THE Emprefs has feen, with entire fatisfa&ion, by the me-
morial delivered to her Miniftry, on the 43 of this month, from
the Minifters of their Majefties the Kings of Great Britain and
Pruffia, that thofe Princes do full jultice to the moderation and
equity of the conditions propofed by her Imperial Majefty, as
the commencement and méans of her accommodation with the
Ottoman Porte ; and that confequently they are willing to charge
themfelves with recommending thofe conditions to the latter,
and to endeavour to make them accepted by that Court, in their
utmoft purity and extent.

Seeipg- in thofe intentions of their faid Majefties a perfe&
conformity with thofe which her Imperial Majcfty has herfelf*
declared, fhe will not certainly negleét any of the facilities
which may depend upon her, and which cap contribute to the
accontplifhment of the end propofed, relying with confidence
on the friendfhip and zcal, which their Britannic and Pruffian
Majefties have fhewn for her, that, in their meafures for in-
fluencing the determination of the Portes they will unite all the
adtivity and cnergy, which the importance of the obje&, and
the value they have appeared to attach to it, require.

Whatever can tend or contribute to the immediate ftopping
of any farther cffufion of human blood, affe&ing her Imperial
Majeity, as a party intercited, more particularly and dire@ly
than any dther power, no doubt can be entertained of the ca-
gernels with which the will feize the moment, when fhe may,
without danger or inconvenience, agree to a fufpenfion of
hoftilities, as foon as fhe is affured of the pure and fimple ac-
quicfeence of the Turks to the bafes which will be propofed
to them.

-

N2
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The' interval of four months p\'opofed in the memorial of
’khe “Englifh and Pruffian Minidters, isa term more than fuffi-
cient for the acceptance and concugrenee of the Turks:  There-
fore the completion of the work of peace will depend folely on
the Otfoman Porte; and all delays and obftacles, with their
c,opfeqniguccs, can only be attributed to herfelf alone.

,However, her Imperial Majefty, relying on the efficacious
intervention which their Majefties the Kings of Great Britain

« and Pruffia have undertaken to employ, for giving a happy if-
fue to their interpofition, draws therefrom a favourable omen,
" dnd anticipates to herfelf the pleafure of evincing to them how
a,greeable it will be to her. to find, in the acwmpllfhmcnt of
her wifhes for peace, an opportunity of giving them a frefh

yvoof of her conftant defire to cultivate their friendfhip and
tonfidcnce,

(Sizned)

C, J. D'OSTERMAN.
St. Peterfburgh,

July 16, 1791,
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Definitive .Treaty of Peace betwccné the Emperqr d
-many and the Ottoman Porte. Slgned at Sxﬁovn, Au
4th, 1701.. B o ‘}

Au Nom de la Trés Sainte et Indivifﬁv!e Tr&uté. b

LA Cour Impenale et Royale, et Ja Sublime Porte Otw—
manne, animées d'un defir égal de retablir les Llalfom
heureufes de paix, d’Amitié, et de bon voifinage, qui avaient
fubfifté pendant un demi fiecle entre les deux empires, et fgg
condées dans ce deffein falutaire de la mediation -efficace , de
lcurs Majeftés les Rois de la Grande Bretagne et de Pmré,
de leurs Hautes Puiffances iles Etats Généraux dzs Provmce;
Unics, ont nommé et deﬁgnc pour leurs Miniftres Pledipo-
tentiaires au Congrés de paix, affemblé a Siltow, a favoir; fa
Majelté Imperiale et Apoftolique, lc Baron Pierre Phillippe
d’Herbert Rathkeal, fon Confeilleur Aulique actuel, et le
Comte Francois Efterhazy de Galantha, fon 'Chambellan’
actuel, Scigneur dv la Scigneurie de Tottis, et Scigneur héré-
tairc du Comté de Forchtenftein; ct 1a Sublime Porte
Ottomanne lc Reis Effendi, ou Miniftre des affaires etrangeres,
Biri Abdullah Effendi, 'Ordon Cadiffi, ou Grand Juge dei
Armées Ottomannes, Yfinct 1brahim Bey, et le Roufnamedgi,
ou Controlcur Général des Finances, Durri Mehemet Effens
di; lefquels, 3 UIntervention, par le Canal, et moycnnant
les bons Offices des Miniftres Plenipotentiaires des Trois
Hautes Puifances Mediatrices, adenommdées, i favoir; du
Chevalicr Rébert Murray Keith, Membre du Confeil Privé
dc fa Majefié Britannique, Chevalier du trés honorable ordre
Militaire du Bain, Lieutenant-Général de {es Armées, fon
Lnvoyé Extraordinaire et Miniftre Plenipotentiaire 3 1a Cour
de 12 Majefté U'Empercur, aGuellement fon+Miniftre Pleni-
potentiaire au Congres de paix ; du Marquis Jeromé de Luc-
chefini, Chambellan aé&tuel de fa Majefté le Roi de Pruffe,
fon Envoyé Extraordinaire ct Miniftre Plenipotentiaire: pres
de fa Majetl¢ le Roi et la Republique de Pologne, Chevalice
de I'Ordre de 1" Aigle blanc, adluellement fon Miniftre Pleni-
potentiaire au Congrés de paix ; et du’ Baron Rciner de .Ha-
eften, Scigneur d'Optiemeit et de Zennewynen, Membre de
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Tdidre efuefire de Ia province de Gueldre, deputé de cette pro-
vinde ¥1'Affetnblée de leurs hautes puiffances les etats géné-
xatx fes Provincés Unies, leur Envoyé Extraordinaire 3 la cour |
Imperidle et Royale, atuellement leur Minifire Plenipoten-
tisre au Congres de paix: aprés s'étre communiqué leurs
plein pouvoirs refpetifs, et avoir tenu enfemble plufieurs con-
ferences amicales, font convenus des points et articles fuivans,

qui compofent le prefent traité definitif de paix.

Article 1.

1y aura deformais une paix perpetuclle et univerfelle par
terre, fur mer, et fur les rivieres entre les deux empires, leurs
fujets et vaffaux, une amitié vraie et fincere, une union parfaite
et étroitey‘une abolition et amniftic pleine et générale de toutes
les hoftilités, violences et injuries commifes dans le cours de
cette guerre, par les deux puiffances, ou par les fujets ct vatfaux
de J'une qui ont fuivi le parti de 'autre, et {pecialement les ha-
bitans de toute condition du Monténégre, dc la Bofnie, la
Servie, la Valachie et la Moldavie, qui, en vertu de cette am-
niftie, pourront tous rentrer dans leurs anciennes demeures, pof-
feflions et droits quelconques, ct en jouir paifiblement, fans étre
jamais inquiétés, moleftés, ni punis, pour s’étre declarés con-
tre leurs propre Souverain, ou pour avoir prité hommage i la

Cour Imperiale et Royale.

Aricle II.

Les deux hautes parties contralantes reconnaiffent et ad-
mettent pour bafe. commune de la prefente pacification, le
Satus quo ftri€, anterieur 3 la guerre declarée le g Fevrier,
1788 en confequence de quoi, elles renouvellent et confirment
tels quels, dans le fens le plus iri&, et dans toute leur eten-
due, fans jamais rien faire, ni fouffrir qu'il foit rien fait du
contraire : le traité de Belgrade du 18 Septembre, 1739; la
Convention du 5 Novembre de la méme année ; celle du 2
Mars, 1741, explicatoire du traité de Belgrade ; l'aétc du 25
Mai, 1747, qui perpctue la paix de Belgrade ; la Convention
Gu 7 Mai, 1755, fur la ceflion de la Buccowina ; celle enfin du
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12 Mai, 1776, fur la démarcation de cette prevince ; tous lef.-

quels traités, ales et conventions font et demeureront i per-

petuité, dans leur pleine et éntiere force et vigueur, comme s'Hs
etoient tranfcris et inferées ici de mot 3 niot.

fxrticle IIL

Et en particulier, 1a Sublime Porte Ottomanne renouvelle et
confirme tels quels, dans le fens le plus ftri&, et dans toute leur
etendue, fans jamais rien faire, ni fouffrir qu'il foit rien fait au
contraire : le fened, ou a&c obligatoire du 8 Aoiit, 1783, ren-
fermant I'obligation, de la part de 1a Sublime Porte, de procu-
rer aux batimens marchands allemands, qui reflortiffent des
ports de la cour imperiale, la f{ireté contre les Coffaires des
Cantons de Barbarie, et d’autres fujets Ottomans, et la repara-
tion de tout dommage, qu’ils pourraient en eprouver ; le fened,.
ou adfle obligatoire, du 24 Fevrier, 1784, en faveur du libre
commerce ct navigation des fujcts imperiaux et royaux, fus
toutes les terres, mers.ct fleuves de la domination QOttomanne ;
le ferman du 4 Decembre, 1786, concernant les paffages, re-
paffages et fejour des patres et troupeaux de Tranfilvanie, dans
les provinces de Valachic et de Moldavie ; ainfi que tous autres
fcrmans, actes et arrangemens minifteriels a&t'xellcment recon-
nus, et qui etoient en vigueur avant le g Fevrier, 1788, pour
la tranquilité et le bon ordre des frontieres, pour I'avantage, la
fureté, et les interéts des fujets, commerce et navigation de ha
domination Autrichienne ; tous lefquels feneds, fermans, actes
et arrangemens reconnus, font et demeureront 3 perpefuité
dans leur pleine et entiere force et vigueur, comme s'ils étaient
cités, tranfcrits, inferés et expliqués ici de mot & mot.

Article 1V. _ !

La Cour Imperiale et Royale, de fon coté, pour ramener
auffi les chofes i 1a bafe commune du fatus quo ftrict de I'’époque
duyg Fevrier, 1788, et pour correfpondre pleinement aux pro-
¢édés amicales et equitables de la Sublime Porte Ottomanne,
s'engage d’evacuer, ceder et rendre d la dite porte Ottomanne,
dans leur entier, et fans aucun partage, toutes les pofleflions,
territoires, villes, forterefles et palanques, fous quelque denomi-
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Bl guie* ¢ ol dtre, conquifes par les troupes de fa Ma-
H.Wk' pendant le cours de cette guerre, y compris
M‘”ﬂeipdité de la Valachie, et les diftricts de 1a Mol
davie, occupés par les troupes Imperialcs, et retablir telles
quelles fes anciennes limites qui feparaient & la dite epoque du
9 Fevrier, 1788, les deux dominations : quant aux fortereflts,
‘chateaux, palanques, conquifes fur la Porte Ottomanne, la
_ Saur Frperiate s'engage de les rendre dans Pétat od elles etaient,
et-ajec l'artillerie Ottomanne qui s’y trouvait au moment de
lqune’cu?ition., ‘

. Article V.

2 quatit 3 Ia fortereffe de¢ Motin, et 3 fon diftri& vulgairement
« mowmé lg Raya, ils feront aufli évacués, cédés et rendus, fons
* Jekmpmes conditions, dont on eft convenu pour-les autres for-
wréffes ; mais fculement aprés que la Sublime Porte Otto-
manne aura conclu fa' paix avec 'cmpire de toutes les Ruffics,
etdansle terme qui fera ftipulé pour I'évacuation des conquétes
de cette despidrespuitfance ; jufqud laquelle epoque, la cour
ﬁgpﬁrialﬁ ¢t Royale gardera en depot neutre la dite forterefle,
. awee foar diftriQt, fans fe meler plus de la guerre préfente, ni
préter_plus aucup fecours d’aucune manitre, direGe ou indi-
8¢, 3 la cour'Imptriule des Ruffies, contre la Sublime Poste
Gttomunne,

.

.- Article V1.

" ‘Prabord, apres Pechange des ratifications I'on procedera de
part et d’aptre aux evacuations, et refpe€tivement 3 la reprife
de toutes les conquétes quelconques, ainfi qu'au retabliffenent
des anciennes limites des deux empires, dans les delais fixés
ci-aprés.  Des commiflaires refpectifs étant choifis et nom-
més, comme par 'article XIT1. du traité de Belgrade, les gns
conduiront les operations de la Valachie, et des cing diﬁrisk
fa Mofdavie, de fagon 3 les terminer dans l'cfpace de trefite
jours, & compter de celui de I'echange des ratifications. Les
a\me_; fe porteront 3 la Raute Unna, pour retablir les limites de
I Bofuie, de la Sevie, et Ju vieux Bourg d'Orfova, avec fes envi-
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rons ; le tout daprés le fatys quo ftrift des poffeffions refpec-
tives, avant de 9 Fevrier, 1788. L’6n donne a ces derniers
P'efpace plus long de deux mois, qui courront de la méme
epoque, parceque ce tems eft neceflaire pour démolir les
ouvrages nouveaux des fortercfles, et les remettre dans l'etat o
elles etoient 2 la Conquite, ainfi que pour les tranfports de
toute V'artilleric et des munitions de guerre et de Bouche.

- Article VII.

Tous les prifonniers et captifs Ottomans, tant civils que mi-
litaires, faits pendant le cours de cette guerre, ayant été, fans
nulle exception, remis en liberté de la part de la Cour Impe-
riale et Royale, et confignés aux Commiffaires Ottomans a
Roundzouk, Widen, et Bofnie, tandis qu'on n’a rendu en
echange que ceux des fujets ct foldats Imperiaux et Royaux,
qui fe trouvaicot dans les prifons publiques, ou fous la puif-
fance de quelques Scigneurs Bofniaques, et qu'il en refte encore
un grand nombre dans la captivité domeftique en Turquic; l1a
Sublime Porte Ottomanne, pour fe conformer 3 cet cgard i la
regle du ffatus guo firi&, antericur i la guerre, et pour detrpire
avec elle toutes les calamites qu'clle entraine, s'engage de ren-
dre gratintemient, c¢'cft-d-dire, funs prix de rachat ni rangon
quelconque, a la Cour Imperiale et Royale, dans I'efpace de
deux mois apreés I'echange des ratifications, tous les prifonniers
de guerre et cfclaves de tout age, tout fexe et toute condition,
telle part qu'ils fo trouvent, et 3 quelques perfonnes qu'ils ap-
particnnent, deforte que deformais aucwn fujet des deux parties
ne puifle plus &tre efclave fons Pautre domination ; excepté
feulement ceux qui, d’apres les regles obfervées en pareil cas,
auront fait conftater d'avoir volontuirement embraffé la religion
Chréticnne, d’un coté, ou la religion Mahometanne del'autre,

Article VIII.

L%s fujets cependant de I'upe partie, qui avant cette guerre,
ou pendant fon cours, fe font retirés fur les terres de Vautre, fe
font foumis 3 fa domination, et y demeurent de plein gré, ne
pourront jamais Etre reclamds par leur Svuverain mturcl mais

* Vor. XXXI., o
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ﬁ; Mms confidérls et traités comme les .autres fu-
jots de 1a Puiffance 3 laquelle ils fe font données. En revanche
les-ipdividus, quipoffedent en méme tems. des Bicnsfonds fous
lesdeuxdomnmuons, pourront établir leur Domicile de l'un
. ou de l'autre coté, d'aprés leurs convenances, et fans qu on
puiffe y mettre oppofition ; mais ils doivent fe choifir a leur
gré une domination unique, en vendant les’ pofleflions qu'ils
ont fous I'autrc Gouvernement. .

Article IX.

Les hautes parties, contralantes, defirant de fairq renaitre,
le plutdt pofﬁblc le commerce, qui cft le fruit de la paix, et
d’étcndre 3 Ia claffe utile des marchands, le henefice du retour
au flatus quo ftrift, fixé par les articles II. ct HII. ci-deflus,
ftatuent que l'intervalle delaguerre, comme telle, ne doit ap-
porter aucun prejudice aux fujets refpedifs 5 c'eft-a-dire, ni
aux fujets Imperiaux, et Royaux dang l'empirc Ottoman, ni
aux fujets Ottomans dansla monarchie Autrichienne ; mais qu'il
eft libre aux uns et aux autres de reprendre leurs affuires la,
ol,ils les avoient laiffis A I'epoque de la declaration de gucrre,
de faire valoir tous les droits ¢t pretentwns quc.lc.onques an-
térieures i la guerre, de répetes leurs creances ct effets, d'in-
terpeller leurs debiteurs, de demander des indemnités i titre de
payemens refufcs, ou d: demmages f{oufizits lors de la della-
ration de gucrre, . contre la teneur de¢ Varticle XVII. de
Belgrade, et XVIII. du traité de commerce de Pallarowitz ;

» de reclamer cnfin, dans ¢ous les Cas, Vaflittance des tribunaux,
et des gouverneurs refpedtifs ; lefquels, de leur coté, feront
rendre 3 cet egard promptce et impartiale juftice, fans admettre.

~ jamais, comme une exception legitime, le laps d: tems da

" chef de la durée de la guerre.

Article X:

<

11 fera d'abord donné aux Commandans ¢t Governeurs li-
mitrophes des dcux empires, en les rendant méme perfonnelle-
ment rcfponfubles de I'execution, les ordres les plus precis et
les plus ftridts, fur le prompt rétabliffement de la police géns-
rale, latranquilité publique, et du bon voifinrge, dans toute,
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I'etendue des confins, l'inviolabilité des bornes replacées par les
commiffaires refpedifs ; le foin d’empecher les empietemens,
les incurfions et les devaflations, celui de procurer les repa-
parations des injures et des dommages; de: leurs delits et
crimes, en procedant, 3 cet effet, d’aprés les celui enfin de
punir les contrevenans et les coupables, felon la gravité regles
et principes fixés par les traités et les arrangemens précédens,
entrc les deux hautes Cours, pour faire rentrer inceflamment
toutes chofes dans leur etat ancien, regulier et paifible.

Article XI.

11 leur fera en méme tems cnjoint ferieufement, et recom-
mandé, de proteger les fujets de I'autre partie, que leur com-
_merce ou affaires obligeront d paffer les confins, d voyagerdans
Pinterieur des provinces, i defcendre et 3 remonter librement
les rivieres, obfervant et faifant obferver d leur egard non
feulment les offices de 1'hofpitalité, mais aufli tous les articles
et difpofitions des traitls, conventions, ct a&tes confirmés aux
articles I1. et II1. ci-deflus ; fans en exiger, ni permcitre
g il en foit exipé, 3 tlstitres que ce puiffe Ctre, dautres re-
t.butions on dronts, que ceux qui y font fixés pour les per-
f-mnes ot pour les marchandifes de autre partie.

Article XI1.

Rt quant 3 Pexercife de la religion Catholique Chréticnne
dans Pempire Ottdinan, fes prétres, fes feCateurs, fes eglifes
A entretenir ou & reparcr, la liberté du culte ct des perfonnes,
la frequentation ct la protecion des lieux faints de Jerufalem
et autres endroits, la Sublime Porte Ottomanne renouvelle et
confirme, d'aprés la regle du fatus quo firi&, non feulement
les privileges affurés, par Iarticle IX. du trait¢ de Belgrade, &
cette religion, mais aufi ceux qui ont été poflterieurement

concedés par fes fermans, et autres altes emanés de fon, au~
torié,
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"Oné énverra, de part etd'mutre des Miniftres du fecond rang,
“tant 3 l'occafion ‘de cette heureufe paix, que pour annoncer
Yevenement des Augu{les Souverains refpe&tifs au trone de leurs
ancétres. Ces Miniftres feront regus avec le ceremonial, hon-
neurs et traitement ufités entre les deux Cours, et jouiront, en
vertu du_flatus quo ftrit, de toutes les prerogatives du droit des
gens, et autres immunitées attachées 3 leur caraltire, d’aprés
les articles des “traités et I'obfervance etablic. Ilen fera de
méme 3 I'égard des fuccefleurs de I'Internonce, et Miniftre
Plenipotentiaire Imperiale ¢t Royale, refidens auprés de la
‘Sublime Porte Ottomanne, eu cependant égard 3 la difference
du rang dont ils pourront étre revetus, ainfi que de leurs fubal-
ternés, fuites, gens et domeftiques meniaux, et comme plu-.
fieurs de leurs couriers, venans de la Cour Imperiale, ou allant
vers elle, ont été dépouillés avant la guerre, la Sublime Porte

' Ottomanne, non feulement nc negligera aucun moyen qui
puiffe procurer le dédommagement des effets depredés, mais
ellé prendra aufli les nrefuresle plus folides, afin que ces cou-

riers puiffent deformais aller et venir avec toute fureté ct pro-
telion.

¢

a

Article XIV.

Deux infirumens or\gma'lx parfaitement conformes au pre-
fent traité, I'un en langue Frangaife, dont on s’cft fervi pour
le commodité, et Pautre en langue Turque, feront fignés, le
premier des deux Minittres Plenipotentiares Imperiaux et Roy-
aux, et le fecond des trois Miniftres Plenipotentiares Ottomans,
€changés 'un comntre I'autre, par l'entremife des Miniftres Ple-
, mipotentiares mediateurs, et Envoyes refpe&nement aux deux
bautes Cours contrallantes ; aprés quoi, et dans l'cfpace de
Quarante jours, 3 compter de celui de fa fignature, ou plutit
fi faire fe peut, les diplomes folemnels des ratifications, fignés
par les deux Augufles Souverains, feront pareillement echangés
par le Miniftere de la méme mediation, entre les dits contraét-
ans, avec de copies lcgali ées de tous les traités, conventions,

et altes renouvellés, confirméset perpetucllement obligatoires
Jpour lesdeux parties.
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En confequence de quoi, et en vertu des pleinpouvoirs -
fa Majefté Imperiale et Apoftolique, nous Pierre Philippe,
Baron d’Herbert Rathkeal, et nons Frangois, Comte Fter
hazy de Galantha, fes Miniftres Plcmpotentmrcs au Congtés
de Paix, avons figné le prefent traité et inftrument authentique
de paix; et y avons fait appofer le cachet de nos armes. Fait
i Siftow, 3 la Salle des Conferences, le 4 jour d'u mois d’Aom,
d’an de grace, L791

(Signé)
(L.S.) Le Barand’ Herbert Rathkeal.
(L. S.) Le Comte Francois Efterbuzy de Galantka.

NOUS Plenipotentiaires de Sa Majefté le Roi de la Grande
Bretagne, et de Sa Majefté le Roi de Prufle, et de leurs Hautes
Puiffances les' Etats Généraux des Provinces Unies, ayant
fervi de mediateurs a I'ouvrage de la pacification, declarous,
que le traité de paix ci-deffus, entre la Cour Imperiale et
Royale et la Sublime Porte Ottomanne, avec toutes les claufes,
conditions, et ftipulations qui y font contenues, a été conclu
par la mediation de leurs Majeftés les Rois de la Grand Bre-
tagne ctde Pruffe, et de leurs Hautes Puiffances les Etats Gé-
néraux de Provinces Unies.” En Foi de quoi nous avons figné
les prefentes de notre main, et y avons fait appofer le cachet de
nos armes. Fait i Siftow, ce quatre Aout, mille fept cens
quatre vingt et onze.

. i Signé,
(L. S.) Rebert Murray Keitd.
(L. S.) Ferome Marquis de Lucchefins.
(L.S.) R.de Haeften.
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Deﬁmnve ‘Treaty of Peace betweer the Emperor of Germany
and the Ottoman Porte. ngmd at Siftovo, Auguft 4th,

1791
In the Name of the molt holy and undivided Trinity.

THE Imperial and Royal Court, and the Sublime Otto-
inan Porte, animated with an equal defire to re-eftablifh the
happy bonds of peace, friendfhip, and good neighbourhood,
which fubfifted for half a century between the two empires,
and feconded in that falutary intention by the efficacious me-
diation of their Majefties the Kings of Great Britain and
Pruffia, and of their High Mightinefles the States General of
the United Provinces, have appointed and chofen for their
Miniftars Plenipotentiary, at the Congrefs for peace affembled
at Siftovo, viz.; his Imperial and Apoflolic Majefty, Baron
Peter Phillip d'Herbert Rath-Keal, his a&tual Aulic Coun-
fellor, and Count Francis Efterhazy de Galantha, his actual
Chamberlain, Lord of the Loidfhip of Tottis, and hereditary
Lord of the county of Forchtenftein ; and the Sublime Otto-
man Porte, the Ruis Efendi, or Minifter for foreign affairs,
Rari Abdullah Effendi, 1'Orden Cadiffi, or Chief Juftice of
the Ottoman forces, Yfimet Abrahim Bey, and the Roufna-
medgi, or Comptroller General of the finances, Durri Mch-
med Efendi; who, by the intervention, through the channel,
and in conlequence of the good offices of the Minifters Pleni-
potentiary appointed by the three high mediating powers ; viz. ,
Sir Robcrt Murray Kcith, a Member of his Britannic Ma-
jefty’s Privy Council, Knight of the moft Honourable Mili-
tary order of the Bath, Li:utenant General of his forces, his
Envoy Extraordimary and Minifter Plenipotentiary at the Court
of his Majefty the Emperor, now his Minifter Plenipotentiary
at the Congrefs for peace ; the Marquis Jerome de Lucehefini,
aQual Chamberluin to his Mejefty the King of Pruffia, his
Eavoy Extraordinary and Minifter Plenipotentiary to his Ma-
jefty the King and the Republic of Poland, Knight of the
order of the White Eagle, now his Minifter Plenipotentiary
at the Congrefs for pcacg ; and the Baron Reiner de Haeften,



Jord of Optieineft and Zennewynen, §WBiber of the Eduel.
trian order of the province of Gueldertand, Deputy from 'the
faid proyince to the Aflembly of ‘their High Mightineffes the
States General of the United Provinces, their Eavoy Extra-
ordiary to the Impenal and Royal Court, now their Minifter
Flempotentxary at the Congrefs for peace ; after having com,
municated to each other their refpe&xve full powers, and hav-
ing held feveral friendly conferences together, have agreed on
the following points and art;des,1 which form the prefent defi-
nitiye treaty.of peace.

*Article 1.

There fhall be for the future a perpetual and univerfal peace,
by land, and on the fea and the rivers, between the two em-
pires, their fubje@s and vaffals, a truc and fincerc frigndthip,
a perfe& and {tri& union, a ceffation of, and a full and gene-
ral amnefty for all hoftilitics, violences, and injuries, com-
mitted in the couife of this war, by the two powers, or by
the fubje@s and vaffals of the one, who have taken the fide of
the other, and efpecially all the inhabitants of Montenegria,
Bofnia, Servia, Wallachia, and Muldavia, who, in virtue of
this amnefty, may all return to their former habitations, pof-
feflions, and rights, whatfocver, and enjoy the fame peacca-
bly, without being cver difturbed, molefted, or punithed, for
having declared thcmfch es again{t their own Sovereign, or for
having donc homage to the Imperial and Royal Court.

R !

Article 1L

The two high contrafling parties recognize and admit, as
the common bafis of the prefent pacification, the ftrick ﬂalu:
guo, as it exifted anterior to the war declared on the gth'of
February, 1788 : in confequence whereof, they renew 'and
-confirm (be they what they may) in the ftriGeft {enfe, and in
their full extent, without ever doing, or fuffering to be done,
any thing to the contrary, the trcaty of Belgrade of the 18th,
of September, 1739 ; the convention of the sth of Novem-
bex in the fame year, and that of the 2nd of, Man.h, 174%,

1
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‘oMl treaty of Be'lgnae' the ‘2@ of the'
fé;,;z of May, 747, Perpetuating the peacs of Belgrade;-
" Yo -comvention of the Jth of May, 1775, omthe ceffion of
e Bucrcowina; and laftly, that of the 12th of May,
"1476, for the demarcation of the faxd province : all which
_aveaties, ats, and conventions, are and fhall for ever re-
main in full and entire forteand vigour, as if they were
bezein tranfcribed and iuferted word for word.

Article IIT,

And in particular the Sublime-Ottoman Porte renews
. and confirms (be they what they may) in the firicteft fenfe,
and in their full extent, without ever doing, or fuffering to
be done, any thing to the contrary, the fened, or contral
of the 8th of Auguft, 1783, coutaining the obligation, on
the part of the Sublime Ottoman Porte, to procure for
the German merchant fhips, failing from the ports of the
Imperial Court, fecurity againft the corfaiss of Barbary,
and other Ottoman fubjefts, and a reparation for all the
lofles they may fuftain therefrom ; the fened, or contraét
" of the 24th of February, 1784, in favour of the free trade
and nuvigation of the Imperial and royal fubjes, in all
the feas and rivers of the Ottoman domuuons, the firman
of the 4th of December, 1786, conccrning ‘the paffing, re-_
"paffing, and refidence of the fhepherds and flocks of T'ran-
fylvania, in the provinces of Wallachia and Moldavia; as
alfo all other firmans, aés, and miniﬂerial'agreements, mu-
tually recognifed, and which were in force prior to the gth
of February, 1788, for the tranquillity and good order of
the frontiers, and for. the advantage, fecurity, ang interefts
of the fubje@s, trade, and navigation of the Auftrian do-
minions: all which feneds, firmans, alls, and agreements,
' fo recognifed, are and fhall for ever remain in full and en-
tire force and vigour, as if they were herein recited, tran-
fesibed, inferted, and explamed, word for word,



Aﬂick IY. .

The Iti'lpmial and, Royal Oomt, op i its part, ‘in ovder_in
* Iiké 'shanne toi&ﬂore thifgi 't thie common bafis'of the
Rrit fasus gui, of the epoth 3f the gth of February, 1788,
and to correfpbrid entirel'y wn‘th the friendly and eqmtabie
proceedings of!the Sublime Ottoman Porte, engages to'
evacuate, code, and reftore to the fad Ottoman Porte,
completely and without any partition, all the poffeffions,
territories, towns, ‘fortrefles, and palancas, of every de-
nomination, conquered by his Imperial Majefty’s troops,
during the courfe of this war, including the whole princi-
pality of Wallachia, and the diftriQts of Moldayia occupied
by ‘the Imperial troops, and to re-eftablifh, as they were,
the fame ancient limits which divided the two empires at
the faid epoch of the gth of February, 1788. As to the
fortrefles, caftle:, and palancas, conquercd by the Otto-
man Porte, the Imperial Court engages to reftore them in
the ftate in which they were, and with the Ottoman artil-
lery found therein, at the time of their reduétion.

Article V,

And as to the fortrefs of Hotim, and its diftrict, come
monly called La Raya, they fhall alfo be evicuated, ceded,
and reftored, on the fame conditions adare agreed upon for
the other fortrefles ; 5 but not till after the Sublime Ottoman
Porte fhall have concluded a peace with the empire of all
the Ruffias, and within the precife term which {hall be fti-
pulated for the evacuation of the conquefts of the latter

“power; till which time, the Imperial and Royal Court
fhall retﬂ” as a neutral depofit, the faid fortrefs, with its '
diftri@, Without intermeddling any farther in the prefent
war, or fugnithihg any farther fuccours in any manner, di-
redtly or indiretly, to the Imperial Court of Ruffia, againft
the Sublime Ottoman Porte.

‘Vor. XXXL . P



Article V1.

hmednqte!y after the excbnnge of the rauﬁcatnom, each +
pny fhall procesd to the evacuations, and torthe repoflef-
{ion refpe&wely of all conquefts whatfoever, as ‘well as to
the re-eftablithment of the former limits of the two em-
pires, within the terms hercinafter fixed ; the refpetive
Commiffaries being chofen and appointed, according to the
thirteenth article of the treaty of Belgrade,-fome of them
fhall condu& the operations in. Wallachia, and the five dif-
tri¢ts of Moldavia, fo as to complete them in the fpace of
thirty days, to be computed from the day of the exchange
of the ratifications. The others fhall repair to the Upper
Unna, to re-eftablifh the limits of Bofnia, Servia, and the
ancient burgh of Orfova, with its fuburbs ; the whole, ac-
cording to the ftri&t fiasus quo of the refpective pofieflions,
prior to the gth of February, 1788 : a longer fpace of two
months, compdting from the fame epoch, isgranted to the
latter, as that time is neceffary for the demolition of the
new works of the fortrefles, and for reftoring them to the
ftate in which they were at the conquefl, as well as for the
zemoval of all the artillery, ammunition, and ftores.

Article VII,

{

All the Ottoman prifoners and captives, as well civil as
military, taken during the courfe of this war, having,
without any exception, been releafcd by the Imperial and
Royal Court, and configned to the Ottoman Commiffaries
at Roundzouk, Widin, and in Bofnia, whilt only fuch of
the Imperial and Royal fubje@s and foldiers as were in the
public prifons, or in the power of fome of the Bofniack
Lords, have been reftored in exchange; and as a confidera-
. ble number of them ftill remain in domeftic flavery in Tur-
" key, the Sublime Ottoman Porte, in order to conform, in

this refpeét, to the rule of the ftri& fatus guo anterior to
rthe war, and to terminate with it al} the calamities astend-



ing it, engages to refore gratuitonly, thet isto fay, withs
Sut any price for their re-purchafe or rinfom whatfoever, to
the Imperial and Royal Court, in the fpace of two months
after the exchange of the ratifications, all the ptifomsers of
warand flaves, of whatever age, fex, or congdition, where-
ever they may ‘be found, or to what perfons foever they
may belong ; fo that in future no fubje@ of either of the
two parties fhall be aflave under the dominion of the other,
excepting thofe only who, according to the rules obferved
in like cafes; fhall be legally found to have voluntarily em«
braced the Chriftian religion on the one fide, or the Mas<
hometan religion on the other, '

~

Article VIIT.

Neverthelefs the fubjefts of either party, Wwho, befor¢
the war, or during the courfe of it, may have retired upon
the lands of the other, fubmitted to that government, and
temain there of theit own accord, fhall never be claimed
by their natural fovereign, but fhall in future be confidered
and treated as the other fubjets of the power to which they
have given themfelves: in return; fuch individuals, as pof-
fefs at the fame time lands under both empires, may fix
their habitations on either fide, at theit convenience, with-
out any oppofition ‘being given to them; but they muft de-
termine, at their own choite, undef which of the two go-
vernments they will live, and they muft fell the poffefions
they may have under the other:

Atticle IX.

The high contraitig parties, being défirotis to tenew af
early as poffible the intercourfe of trade, which is the-fruit
of peace, and to extend to the ufefal clafs of merchants the
benefit of the retuin to the fri&t fiatus gue fixed by the 2d
and 3d articles above, declaté that the interval of the war,
as fuch, ought not to caufe any prejadice to the refpeélive
fubje@ts, that is. to fay, neitr!:et to the [perial and Royal

% .
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Vol 40 i Aliftrish monarchy, bat that it is lawfol to all
* *bidecth Fefime their affairs, In the fame Rate in which
' werdiaft at'the time of the declarationof war, to prefe-
alitheir rights arid claime whatever anterior to the war,
+ VeQrecliind theit credits and effedls, to fummon their deb-
"fbﬁ. to 'ddmand indemnifications for payments refufed, or
+ tofes Toftained, at the time of the deelarition of war, sgainft
 the tertor of the 19th article of - the treaty of Belgrade, and
the 18th article of the treaty of commerce of Paffarowitz ;
+~and finally to claitn, in all cafes, the affiftance of the re-
fpedtive tribunals and governments, .which, on their past,
fhall render fpeedy and impartial juftice in this refped,
without ever admitting, as a lawfu! exception, the lapfe of
time occafioned by the duration of the war.
‘o g

- ' Article X.

The moft ‘precife and firi@ orders fhall be immediately
given to the Commandants and Governo:s on the borders of
the two empires, renderihg them even perfonally anfwer ble
for their execution, as to the {peedy re-eftablifhment of the
general police, public tranquillity, and good neighbourhood,
“ jo the whole extent of the confinrs, the inviolability of the
** boundaries reftored by the refpeClive Commuffarie-, the pre-
" venting encroacliments, incorfions, and devaftations, the

“procuﬂng reparations for injuries and damages, and finally,
the punifhing offenders and criminals, m proportion to their
tranfgreffions and crimes, proceeding, for that end, accord-
ing to the rulesand prinziples fixed by the preceding treaties
™ and agreements between the tivo high Courts, in order that

‘alt things may be immediately reflored to their. former re-
guhr"and peaceable fate. .

. Anticle XI.'
Tl“!m“ be at the fame time ferioufly enjoined and recom-
Merided to diem to prote&k the fubjpéts of the other wty,



&linu‘,vmmvd*mﬂ:dmw ad
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butt alfo all the atticles and neffiiekierin Whitts Wil
ventioms, and ats, confirmed: in’ .ﬂ'“ﬂ
sabove, without gequiring, or pﬁ:j
them, on any accoumt whytfooyery vy Puimpenss
«or duties, than fuch as are thersin ksl fhe peve
fons and merchandife of the osher p”ty. * s 'r* i

e o n'u. " e,

Arsicle XIL ™ -

And as to the exercife of the Cathollg Chriftian celigion
in the Ottoman empire, the priefty, feRarigsy churches
there to be maintained or repaired, the fresdon‘of wordip
und of perfons, the frequentation-and protedtion of the
holy places in Jerufalem, and other parts, the Sublime Ot-
toman Porte renews and confirms, according to the rale of
the ftu& flatus quo, not only the ptivideges ftipulated by the
oth article of the treaty of Belgvade for.that religion, but
alfo thofe which have been fince gm(ed by firmarns and
pther acts iffuing under its authority, ,

*
Article XIIL. "
Minifters of® the fecond rank fhall. be fent on each fide,
as well upon the oceafion of tlm h:ppy peace, as to ape
nounce the acceffion of the refpe&m augml} fovereigns to
the thrones of their anceftors Thefe minifters fhall be
received with the ceremony, bonours, and treatment, at-
cuftomed between the twe Cousts, ad il enjoy, in, yire
tue of the frick fratus que, all theapﬁ‘llgu of the Jaw-of
nations, and other 'immunitis, w to, theit' charsa.
ters, according to the artitles of the teéaties, anib the efte-
blithed cuftom. The fame rule fhatl ‘be.obdirwtad with ye-
gard to the fucceflors of the Internuncio, ‘& thedmpapial
and Royal Mumifter Plenipotentiary. refididg a the Sub-
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Buser (vomait Parte, (attention being paid, however, to
#hp diffevence of mnk with which they may be invefted)
and alfo with regard to their fubalterns, (uite, attendanig
and fervants : and whereas feveral of their couriers coming
from or going to the Imperial Court were plundered before
the war; the Sublime Ottoman Porte will not only net
Begle&t any means which may proture a compenfation for
the effes of which they were robbed, but will alfo take
the moft effe®tual and folid meafures, in order that fuch
couriers may hereafter pafs and repals with perfe& fecurity
and proteCtion,

Article XIV.

‘T'wo original inftruments, perfectly conformable to each
other, of the prefent treaty, one in the French language,
which has been made ufe of for convenience, and the othet
in the Turkifh language, fhall be figned, the firft by the
two Imperial and Royal Minifters Plenipotentiary, and the
fecond by the three Ottoman Minifters Plenipotentiary,
exchanged one againft the other by the intervention of the
mediating Minifters Plenipotentiary, and fent refpectively
to the two high contrafling Courts. After which, and
within the fpace of forty days, to be computed from the
day of the fignature, or fooner, if it can be done, the fo-
lemn a&s of ratification, figned by the two auguft Sove-
reigns, fhall be likewife exchanged, through the means of
the fame mediation, between the faid contracting parties,
with ‘legalifed copies of all the treaties, copventions and
alls renewed, confirmed, and perpetually obligatory upon
the two parties,

In confequence whenedf, and it virtue of the full powers
of his Imperial and Apoftolic Majefty, we Peter Philip,
‘Baron d'Herbert Rath-Keal, and we Francis, Count Efter-
hazy de Galantha, his Minifters Plenipotentiary at the
Cengrefs for Reace, have figned the prefent treaty and aus
thentic infiryments of peace, and have caufed the feals of
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our arms to be put thereto, Done at Siftove, in the
Chamber of Conferences,*the 4th day of the month of
Anguh, in the year of Grace 1791, .

(Signed)
(L.S.) The Baron D'Herbert Rath-Keal.
(L.S.) The Count Francis Efierbazy d¢ Galomsba.

-

WE Plenipotentiaries of his Majefty the King of Great
Britain, of his Majefty the King of Pruffia, and of their
High Mghtmeffes the States General of the United Pio-
vinces, having aéted as mediators in the work of the paci-
fication, declare that the above treaty of peace between the
Imperial and Royal Court, and the bublime Ottoman Porte,
with all the claufes, conditions, and ftipulations, which
are therein contamec'l, was concluded by the mediation of
their Majefties the Kings of Great Butain and Pruffia,
and of their High Mighunefles the States General of the
United Provinces. In witnefs whereof we have figned
thefe piefents with our hands, and have caufed the feals of
our arms to be put thereto. Done at Siftovo, this 4th of
Auvgufl, 1791,

(Signed)
(L. 8.) Robat Murray Keith,

(L. 8.) Ferome Mar quis de Lucchefint.
(Lo s.) Rc d‘ H“d“‘uo
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de' preuves reélles de leur amitie, pre-
i he q% pburrolt dans la fuite deg;nger I'harmonie
e Zu W mnﬁna,de leurs dotnmatpns, et fan&ion-

wwké reéaproque les feules Changemens qu'elles
2 uaux amcles dg tout e traxte definitif

\ g de ml de' leurs Miniftres Plgmpotentmmes,
2“ ﬂ?’ h art de 1a Cour Tmperialgget Royale, le Baron'
d'Herbert Rath-Keal, fon Confeiller Au-
hpe néisidy. et le Comte Frangois, Efterhazy de Galantha,
fon Ghmbgﬂqn altuel, Seigneur de la Seigneurie de Tot-
@s; ‘et Scigncur. hereditaire du Comté de Forchenftein ; et
de cellede {a Sublime Porte Ottomane, 1¢"Reis Effepdi, ou
. Miniftze des affaires etrangeges, "Birri Abdultah Effendi,
IOrdon Kadifi, ou Grand Juge des armées Ottomanes, If-
- met Ibrahim Bey, et le Roufhamedgi, ou Controteur-Ge-
neral des finances, Durri Mchmet Effendi, des articles fui-
vaRs, o

-

Article L.

Comme il y avait avant la guerre unc negociation ouverte
fur les demandes de la Cour Impenale ~"des terreins du Ban-
nat de Temefvar, poffedés par l'empire Ottoman, et des
diftri&s fitués i la Gauche de I'Unna, les deux parties con-
fiderant d'un coté les defeCtuofités de I'ancienne frontiere
dans ces parties, et voulant dc l'autre y remedier d’'une ma-

" nicre mvanable, i la fatisfaltion commune, ont. .arreté "
lmta&ement final, fpecifié dans les Articles II. et I11. de
19‘ Mnt convention, par lequel amngcment cllcs con-

4
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fentent de términer foncierement et definitivementt tous les
{ujets de reclamation, qui faifoient I'objet-de 1a negociation
-citée.

Article II, .

En confequence de quoi, 1a Sublime Porte Ottomane con-
fent que le Bourg et Terrein du vieux Orfova, jufqu'd la
Czerna, reftent et demeurent dans la pofleffion et Souve-
raineté de la Cour Imperiale et Royale, de fagon que la
Czerna faffe, de ce coté, deformais et i perpetuité, la fron-
tiere de 12 Monarchie Autrichienne ; mais avec la condition
exprefle, que la dite Cour Imperiale et Royale'ne puiffe ja-
mais fortifier, ni le vieux Bourg d’Orfova, en aucune partie
dn Terrein cedé par la Sublime Porte, en vertu du prefentars
ticle. Pour la peite plaine vis-a-vis le fort de I'ifle d'Orfova,
bornée par lcs confins fpecifiés dans I'article V. du traité de
paix de Belgrade,ulle reftera pour toujours, dans le fens le
plus ftri&, neutrc cntre les deux dominations; Ceftza-dire,
que la Souveraineté n’en appartiendra ni i I'une ni i l'autye ;
et les parties contractantes s'engagent 2 laiffer 1a dite plaine
abfolument deferte, fans jamais permettre a perfonne d'y ba-
tir, d’y demeurer, ni d’y exercer la culture.

Al'ﬁcle II IQ ’

Quant aux diftri&ts a la Gauche de I'Unna, les deux hautes
partics contraltantes font convenues que les limites des deux
empires feront dfformais ct & perpetuité reglées de la maw
nicre que voici. La nouvelle ligne de feparation, d’aprés le
deffein tracé en couleur rouge fur la carte annexée au prefent
article, commencera dans ces endroits i la Rive droite de Ia
Glina, par le point marqué fur ladite carte ; fera continuée
le long d’un petit Ruiffeau, en laiffant Czettin, avec fon dif.
triét, fous la domination Imperiale et Royale, fe dirigera le
long de la Banlieu du Fort Ottoman Sturlich, ou Sterlitz,
marqué fur la carte en jaune, de fagon que ce fort, ainfi que
fon Banlieu, determinée par la portie d'un coup de canon,
reftent dans la poffeflion de 1'empire Ottoman ; d’oii cette
ligne fe portera en droit Chemin fur la Corana, pour fuivre

“en remontant le cours de cette Riviere jifques, et compris.

Vor. XXXI. Q
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Drefnick, qui reftera avec fon diftri& fous la domination
Imperiale et Royale. Enfuite de quoi la dite ligne fe pro-
longera par la Montagne de Smolianatz, et I’endroit de Ti-
chiero, elle longera la haute Montagne, au pied de laquelle fe
trouve P'endroit de Lapaz, marqué fur la carte en jaune, et
fera continuée jufqu'a I'Unna 3 une heure de chemin au
deflus de Vacup, marqué en jaune, d’ou cette ligne prendra
en remontant la rive gauche de I'Unna, jufqu’i fes fources
occidentales, fuivant la ligne marquée en rouge, pour fe
terminer par le plus droit chemin que donne la dire@ion
des hautes montagnes au triple confin atuel, en laiffant
ainfi Sterniza Turc fous la domination Ottomane. Ia
Cour Imperiale et Royale s’engagera i ne jamais reparer n:
conftruire aucunes fortifications quelconques, fous quelque
titre, et pour quelque motive que puiffe étre, dans toute
Petendue, fans exception du diftrit que la Sublime Porte
lui cede en vertu du prefent article.

Article IV.

La Cour Imperiale et Royale dfin de repondre de fon
coté aux difpofitions amicales, que la Sublime Porte a
montrées dans Parrangement final des confins, tant du
coté du bourg et terrein du vieux Orfova, que fur la haute
Unna, tel qu'il fe trouve arreté par les articles 11. et III,
de la prefente conventipn feparée, et pour affermir et con-
folider Pautant plus Pheureufe paix qui vient d’etre conclue
entre les deux empires, declare, de la maniere la plus fo-
lemnelle, qu’elle reconnait le prefent, arrangement de con-
fins comme definitif, et sengage & ne former a Pavenir au-
cune pretention au deld des limites fixées ci-deflus.

Article V.

La Cour Imperiale et Royale, pour marquer fa fatisfac-
tion de I'arrangement des limites fixées ci-deffus, s’engage
de rendre i la Sublime Porte toutes les forterefles, cha-
teaux et palanques, conquifes fur 'empire Ottoman, dans
Petat ou elles fe trouvent 3 prefent, et fans detruire au-

3
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cunes des reparatio-ns, ni les ouvrages 'nouvnux, qu'on y a
faits, renoncant, en confequence, a la claufe de demolition
ftipulée i la fin de larticle VI. du traité definitif,

Article VI.

Pareillement la Cour Imperiale et Royale, fecondant le
defir manifefté par la Sublime Porte Ottomane, de rentrer
promptement dans la poffeffion de toutes les conquétes,
coacourt voluntiers d rapprocher les delais fixés aux evacu-
ations dans I'article VI. du dit traité, et etablit avec la
Sublime Porte Ottomane, qu'on comptera ces delais du’
jour de la fignature du traité, et non plus de celui de Pe~
change des ratifications; favoir 30 jours, i compter de ce
jourd’hui 4 d’Aout, pour I’evacuation, ceflion et reftitu-
tion de toute la Valachie, et des cinq diftri€ts de la Mol-
davie ; et de foixante jours, 4 compter de la méme epoque,
pour toutes les autres conquétes. Les deux parties s’en-
gagent en outre i effeCtuer Pechange des ratifications du
traité de paix en 15 jours au plitard, au lieu de 40, fixés
par larticle XIV. du traité definitif,

Article VII,

_ Les ratifications de cette convention feparée feront dref~
fRes féparement, mais echangées le néme jour que les ra-
tifications du trfite de paix.

En confequence de quoi, et en vertu des pleinpouvoirs
de fa Majefté Imperiale et Apoftolique, nous Pierre Phi-
lippe, Baron d’Herbert Rath-Keal, et nous Frangois, Comte
Efterhazy de Galantha, fes Miniftres Plenipotentiaires
Imperiaux et Royaux, au Congrés de Paix, avons figné la
prefente conveation et inftrument autentique, et y avons
fait oppofer le cachet de nos Armes. Fait i Siftow, i la
Salle des Conferences, le 4 jour du mois d’Aout, lan de
grace, 1791.

(L. S.) Le Baron &’ Herbert Rath-Keal. .
(L. S.) Le Comte Francois Efierbazy de Galantha,
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Separate Convention between the Emperor of Germany
and the Ottoman Porte. Signed at Siftovo, Auguft 4th,
1991,

In the Name of the Moft Holy and Undivided Trinity.

THE Imperial and Royal Court, and the Sublime Ot-
toman Porte, being defirous, at the happy epoch of the
eonclufion of the pacification, to give to each other real
proofs of their friendthip, to prevent every thing which
might in future difturb the perfect harmony of the exten-
five confines of their dominions, and to fan&ion, for mu-
tual benefit, the only alterations which they will ever per-
mit in the articles of the whole definitive treaty of peace,
figned at Siftovo this day, the 4th of Auguft, 1791, have,
through their Minifters Plenipotentiary, viz. on the part
of the Imperial and Royal Court, the Baron Peter Philip
d'Herbert Rath-Keal, actual Aulick Councillor, and the
Count Francis Eiterhazy de Galantha, actual Chamberlain,
Lord of the Lord(hip of Tottis, and Hereditary Lord of
the county of Foichenftein, and on that of the Sublime
Ottoman Porte, the Reis Effendi, or Minifter for Foreign
Atbairs, Birri Abdullah Effends, the Ordon Cadiffi, or
Chiet Judge of the Ottoman forces, Ifinet Ibrahim Bey,
and the Roulnamedgi, or Comptroller General of the Fi-
nances, Durri Mehmet Effendi, agreed to the following
articles.

Acticle I

Wheteas, anterior to the war, a negotiation was opened
upon the demands of the Imperial Court of the lands of
the Bannat of Temefwar, poffefled by the Ottoman Em-
pire, and of the diftri@s fitvated on the left fide of the
Unna; the high contrating parties confidering, on the
one hand, the defects of the ancient frontier in thofe parts,
and being lefirous, on the other, to remedy the fame in a_
manner which may iavariably conduce to the common
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fatisfaction, have agreed to the final arrangement fpecified
in the 2d and 3d articles of the prefent convention; by
which arrangement they. confent to terminate completely
and definitively all the fubjects of claim which.made the
ebject of the above-recited negotiation.

Article II.

In confequence whereof the Sublime Ottoman Porte
confents, that the burgh and lands of old Orfova, to the
Czerna, fhall remain and continue in the pofleflion and
fovereignty of the Imperial and Royal Court, fo that the
Czerna fhall be, on that {ide, hereafter and for ever, the
frontier of the Auftrian monarchy; but under this exprefs
condition, that the faid Imperial and Royal Court fhall
never fortify either the old burgh of Orfova, or any part
of the lands ceded by the Sublime Porte, in virtue of the
prefent article. As to the little plain oppofitc the fort, on
the Ifland of Orfova, bounded by the confines defcribed in
the sth article of the treaty of peace of Belgrade, it fhall
remain for ever neuter, in the firi¢teft fenfe, between the
two empires, that is to fay, the fovereignty thereof fhall
not belong to either of them; and the contratting parties
engage to leave the faid place abfolutely defert, without
ever permitting any perfon to build or refide there, or to

cultivate the foil. i
[ ]

Article IIT.

As to the diftricts on the left fide of the Unna, the two
high contra@ing parties have agreed, that the limits of the
two empires fhall be, hereafter and for ever, regulated in
the manner following. The new line of feparation, ac-
cording to the drawing traced in red on thc map annexed
to the prefent article, fhall begin in thofe parts, on the
right fhore of the Glina, at the point marked on the faid
map: it fhall be continued along a fmall river, leaving
Czettin, with its diftri®, under the Imperial and Royal
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dominion ; fhall take its courfe along the Banlieu of the
Ottoman fort Sturlich, or Sturlitz, marked on the map
with yellow; fo that the faid fort, as well as its Banlieu,
determined at the 'diflance_of cannon fhot, fhall remain in
the pofleflion of the Ottoman empite ; from whence the
faid line fhall be carried firaight forward on the Corana,
afcending that river up to and including Drefnick, which
fhall remain, with its diftri&®, under the Imperial and
Royal dominion. The faid line fhall be continued from
thence by the mountain Smolianatz, and the place of Ti-
chiero, following the high mountain, at the foot of which
is fituated the place of Lapaz, marked on the map with
-‘yellow, and it fhall be continued to the Unna, to the dif-
tance of an hour’s journey above Vacup, marked with
yellow, from whence the faid line fhall proceed upwards
along the left fhore of the Unna, to its weftern fources,
according to the line marked red, to end by the fhorteft
way which the dire€ions of the high mountains permit,
at the prefent triple confines, thus leaving Turkifh Ster-
niza under the Ottoman dominion. The Imperial and
Royal Court engage never 4o repair or conftrut any forti-
fications whatfoever, under any' name, or for any motive
whatfoever, in the whole extent, without exception, of

, the diftrict which the Sublime Porte cedes to the former,
by virtue of the prefent article.

Article IV. «

The Imperial and Royal Court, in order to correfpond,
on its fide, to the friendly difpofitions which the Sublime
Porte has manifefted in the final arrangement of the con-
fines, as well ou the fide of the burgh and lands of old
Orfova, as on the Upper Unna, in the manner agreed up-
on by the 2d and 3d articles of the prefent feparate con-
vention, and to ftrengthen and confolidate fo much the
more the happy peace juft concluded between the two
empires, declares, in the moft folemn manner, that fhe
acknowledges the prefent arrangement of confines as defi-
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finitive, and engages not to form hereafter any pretenfions be-
yond the limits above fettled.

\

Article V.
|

The Imperial and Royal Court, in order to evince her fa-
tisfalion with the arrangement of the limits above fettled,
engages to reftore to the Sublime Porte all the fortrefles, caf-
tics, and palancas, taken from the Ottoman empire, in the
flate in which they are at prefent, and without deftroying any
of the repairs or new works made therein, renouncing confe-
quently the claufe for demolition, ftipulated at the cnd of the
oth article of the dcfinitive treaty.

.

Article VI,

In like Manner the Imperial and Royal Court, feconding
the defire manifefled by the Sublime Ottoman Porte to re-
enter fpeedily into pofieflion of all the conquefts, readily con-
curs i thortening the periods fixed for the evacuations by the
6th artick: of the fad tréaty, and agrees with the Sublime Ot-
tomau Porte, that the faid periods fhall be computed from
the day of the fignature of the trcaty, inftead of the day of
the exchange of the ratifications 3 viz. thirty days, reckon-
ing from this day, the 4th of Auguft, for the evacuation,
ceffion, and rciti:ution, of the wholt of Wallachia, and the
five diftriGs of Moldavia, and fixty days, reckoning from the
fame date, for all other conquefts. The two parties farther
engage to effc@uate the exchange of the ratifications of the
treaty of peace, in fifteen days at fartheft, inftead of the
forty days fixed by the fourteenth article of the definitive
treaty.

Article VII.

The ratifications of this feparate convention fhall be pre-
pared feparately, but exchanged the fame day as the ratifica-
tions of the treaty of peace.
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In confequence whereof, and by virtue of the full powers of
s Imperial and Apoftolic Majefty, we Peter Philip d'Her-
bert, Baron Rath-Keal, and we Francis 'Count Efterhazy
de Galantha, his Imperial and Royal Minifters Plenipoten-
tiary at the Congrefs for peace, have figned the prefent con-
vention and authentic inftrument, and have caufed the feals of
our arms to be put thereto. Done at Siftovo, in the chamber
of conferences, the 4th day of the month of Auguft, in the
year of grace, 1791.

(L. S.) Le Baron d'Herbert Rath-Keal.
(L. S.) Le Comte Francois Efterhazy de Galantha.
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AN ACCOMPT of the Total Produce of the Duties of
CUSTOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and INCIDENTS,
refpe@ively, for One Year, ended'the 5th Day of January,
1792 ; diftinguithing (as far as poffible) in each Branch, the
Produce on every feparate Article, the Duties on w.ich
have amounted to One Thoufand Pounds, or more, in the
Four Quarters of the faid Year, tiz.

The total produce of the duties of cuftoms  £. 5. d.
for one year, ended the 5th day of Janu-

ary, 1792, as per account (4.) 3,719,128 13 2}
Ditto of the excife for onc ycar, ended ditto

(exclufive of £.613,892 —s. —§d. the

produce of the annual malt duties) as per
accompt (B.)  ——— 7,495,740 10 4%
Ditto of the ftamp duties for onc year,

nded ditto, as per accompt () 1,404,422 © ©

Ditto of incidents at the receipt of the
Exchequer for one year, ended ditto, as

per accompt ¢ D) 2,152,378 19

3

14,771,670 3 2%

Mcemdum,

In the fum of 2,152,378l. 19s. 7d.
ftated zs the amount of incidents at the
Exchequer, is incladed 150,843l 6s. 113d.
being the amount of impreft and other
monies pzid in there within the above

period.

Prefented purfuant to an a& of the 27th year of his prefent
Majcfty’s reign, this 7th day of February, 1792, by

GEORGE ROSE:

Vor. XXXI. R
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce, and Payments
into the Exchequer, of the Revenue of the CUSTOMS of
GRreAT BrITAIN, between the 5th January, 1791, and the
sth January, 1792 ; diftinguithing (as far as poffible) the
Produce on every feparate Article, the Duties on which
fhall have amounted to 1,000l. or more.

Net Produce, fubje&®
SPLCIES OF GOODS. to the Payment of

Bounties and Charges
of Management.

Afhes, peart _— —_— 1,086 1 32
—=pot -_— E— 75¢ 7 4
Barilla —_— 22,177 16 7
Bcads, coral —_ —_ —_ 132 g 8§
Bocks, bound —_ —_ —_ 655 18 6
Bottles, glafs —_— —_— 1,329 1 10
Brimftone — —_— 7,213 14 8
Brifiles, undreft — — = — — 3507 411
Bugle, great —_— — 1,312 § 4
Callicoes, Faft-India — — = < 90619 1
Canes, walking 1,134 rg g§
Capers — —_ _ 651 15
Carpets, Twikey — -— 1,52 18 ¢
China ware — —_ 16,050 12 23
Coppzr, unwioughte - _— 1ty 16 4
Coik - —_— 6,039 14 10}
Cora, cats —_— —_— 6,283 1
= wheat — — 9,776 g 2
[ Almonds, Litrer —_— —_— 721 o 10
Alors, S tiina — —_— 743 13 6}
e Lafl-India —_— 278 14 7
Balfum Caparni — — 56 6 9f
Benjamin ' .
Borax, refined — —_ 200 16
Buds of Cuflia —_ — 30 2 6f
Caffia Lignea
Cortex Pernt —_ -_ 1,683 7 1:f
. 1 Cream of Tartar _— —_ 1,383 14 ¢
T 3 Gamburium
é an(‘?{.g 6 o
(!p — —— - 1
£ § Guud >— —_— 7:% 18 3"
6 Scnepa — — §46 10 1
Tragucanth —_— —_— €0 g 1}
'ala berice C L — §86 19 ©
uniper beriics m—— —_— 2,093 I
Le:ull, black _— —_— ’99{; 15; ni
Manna — —_— 19 1 9
L():l, rerfumed — — 434 14 11
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Net Produce, fubjed

o
K
7%

SPECIES OF GOODS. to the Payment of
» ' Bountics and Charges
N ' of Management.
Oil, Turpentine B — — 21 8
r()pium e — —_ —_— 606 13
Quick{ilver —_— — —_ 2,049 19
Eaft-India  — — 352 9
Radix Ipecacuana
& ) Rhubarb — — —_— 225 8
5\ ——— Eafl-India
A | Saccarum Saturni — — 2,347 4
Sarfaparilla —_ . —_— 2,248 4
Senna —_ —_— 81 ¢
Succus Liquoritia — — 6,687 7
Tamarinds —_— —_— 616 4
L Verdigreafe —_— — 1,80 ¢
Dye ftuffs, Shellack
Smalts — -_— 9,835 11
Eicphants Teeth 2,150 6
—— Eaft-India
Feathe:s for beds —_— —_ 8,342 14
Fifh, anchovies — —_ 1,032 19
oy fters —_— — — 3,000 §
Fiuit, lemouns and oranges —_— —_— 8,964 ¢
nuts, fmall — —_ 5,175 1
Glafs plates _— —_— 7,880 1
Glue P —_ —_— — 446 . Z>
(Amonds, Jordan — — 2,791 19
- not Jordan J— —_ 1,250 11
Annifeceds —_ —_— 1,004 1
Cinpnamon L — —_— 879 3
Cloves -— — - 1,007 10
——E. India —_ —— 91 4
Cocoa — — 2 1,708 2
Coftee - —_— — 16,393 4
e T, India —_— —_— 59790 9O
Currants — ;- —_ 103,883 18
& | Figs — —_ — 2,629 %
@ J Ginger
§ Mace —_— —_— — 1,497 4
§C) E. India —_— — — 6
Nutmegs — — 2,359 6
E. India — —_— 12 10
Pepper - —_ 22,089 o
Pimento —-— _— 8,758 10
Prunes —_ - —— 7,679 11
Denia — — 20,054 9
. | Faro — — —_ 199 13
2 ] Lexia — " — —-— 12,215 12
2 Lipaii — _— 5,410 2 10
& | Smyrna — -_— 6,973 3 ‘z
L Solig — — — 16,144 4 1
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Net‘ Produce, iubje& °

SPECIES OF GOODS. to thc Peuyment of
Bounties and Charges
' of Manageigent.
Rice — - - 7250 13 7%
—— E. India - - 75 11t
. Sag() —— —— — !,7'_7! o I
? Suceades 6:6 14 7
8 ) Supar. brown  ——— — 1,044,053 8 73
O] ~ ditto == new duty — 221,024 7 10%
T —_— 120,105 ¢ 6
Turmerick « -_— — 131 1 93
Hair, horic —_ — -— 793 § g
~—— Luman — — 759 1%

- Hats, chip —_— — 2,804 11 7
— firaw — —_— 456 6 4
Hemy, rough —_— —_— 64,23 15 ©of
Hidus, Indian
—— Luih —_ —_— —_ 557 9 11
— O\ OF COW —_— - 3729 6 3
Incle, wrought —_— _ 4,113 8 1}
Iron, bar — —_ 146,638 16 3
—— cait — — — 1,824 6 o

-~ Kelp —_ —_ —_ — 2,031 11 0}
Cambricks —_— - 12,548 8 3}
Canvas, Heflens —_ — 17,887 7 11

- Spruce — — 4,039 8 10
Diinmafk tabling, Silefia —_— 1,300 7 ¢4
Diaper napkening, Silefia —_— 326 11 ¢
. | Gerinany, narrow, not ubove 31} - 28,8¢2 17 11
€ | Lawns, French . —_ _— 2,733 17 8
£9 Silciia, Holland, w hited
" Bioad, above 221 inches - 13,667 10 2
. above 314 — 502 8 4%
& J] —— aboye 36
= | Dritling —_ — 2,247 11 6%
Nurvow — C 4452 o 1%
L Towelling and napkening — 861 12 o
Mats, Ruffia —_— —_— 1,442 10 23}
Molafics — 1,092 14 23
Mutlins, E. India — — 128,268 12 ¢
Oil, ordinary —_ -— 19,643 13 o}
— fullad — -_— 3.599 2 9
— train —_— - -_ 7,566 5 c}
Paper, foolfcap, Genoa, fecond B 980 o 3
Pictures —_ —_— — - 2314310 ©O
Pitcch  — - - — 550 7 4%
Salt — —_ — 2,0 6
Salt Petre — ——e ’ ﬁ 12 3
E. ladia -— - — . 14,805 3 2
Secds, clover -— — — 3,710 6 s5i
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SPECIES OF GOODS.

fRaw  — = — — 46,120 9 1O
2 Bengal, raw — -— 44»836 139
2 ¢ China, raw — — 23,889 18 o
& | Thrown — — 164,031 0 2
Wrought _— —_— 790 3 ©
Shells,” mother of pearl *
(Bear, black — — 1,663 13 6
Beaver _— — 1,091 10 9
Calf, undrefs’d — — 2,392 2 1%
—— - tann’d —_— — 4,254 12 2
Deer in hair —_— —_— - 3,334 © I
Fox, ordinar - —_— 696 6 9
Goat, -tann’ — —_— 5,286 10 ©
¢, Kid, drfied —_— — 504 11§
’5-{, undrefled —_ — 3,464 10 10
Martin — —_ 478 13 9
Mink —_ — — 45 18 11
Mulquath  — —_ —_ 150 8 +
Otter — — 1,026 1 1
Raccoon —_— -— 237 8 11
Seal _— —_ — go7 8 o
L Wolf — —_— -— 1,402 15 8
Snuff — —_ —_ -— 760 7 6
Sope, hard — —_— 1,122 3 2%
Spirits, brandy — — 44,663 6 %
e (3eneva —_— —_— 21,509 15 113
rum — -— —_ 36,285 16 13
Stones, blocks of marble —_ —_ 1,510 3 11
‘Tapces, open — —_ — 322 15 ti
ar - - - - - 4434 7%
Thread, Sifters -— RO 24,311 Z; :o
Tubacco, Brazil .
———— manufa&tured — —_— 230,674 14 6
Tow —_ — —_ 1,102 g sk
Turpentine = — —_ 13,386 1 .zi
Wax, bees —_— — — . 4779 15 6
French — — - 24,641
& | Madeira - —_— 20,147 1553 gi
59 Port —_— — 406,179 8 54
E | Rhenifh —_— — 3,713, 33
Spanifh -_— — — 84,690 é o2
. [Bualks —e —_ 1,701 10 4
8 } Buattens —_ —— 13.g69 5 11k
2 7 Deals -— - — 128,897 17 11#
F {Dcal Ends — -— —_ 4:241 6 9§

51

Net Produce, fubje®
to the Payment of
Bounties and Charges
of Mapagement.
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. Net Produce, fubje@
to the Payment of

SPECIES OF GOODS. ' Bounties and Charges
' of Management:
Lathwood ==~ @ — @ — - 3060 2 23
Mafts —_ — 2,450 1 é 10
Oak plank = — = - 3,103 18 1}
—— timber = - B — 725 o 1
3 | Pafing boards — — 1,292 2 1}
'§ Scaleboards = - —_ 096 1y 8
B |Staves — —= = @ - @ 9,031 15 11}
Timber, fir — — — = 63,821 8 33
Ufers — —— —_ — 1,465 6 3
Wainfeot boards -— —_ 1,392 18 10f
— -logs —_ — 24410 12 11
Yarn, cotton  — @ — @ — - 794 16 1
e mohair — —_ — 833 8 4
Coals carried coaftwife —_— 553,688 15 3}
Wine feat coaftwife to London —_— 952 3 ©
King’s fhare of condemn’d tobacco - 2,228 14 of
Sublidy on allum — —_— 3,241 3 1
~——— on coals exported to foreign parts 105,949 1§ 10,
~——w—onlcad — —_— — 20,651 14 9
= on tin — —_— 5820 2 o
on other goods exported — 25,605 § 9
Received from the receivers general of win-
dow tax — — —_— 228,441 16 3
Remittances from the plantations — — 12,6000 18 ¢
Duty on wine, from the receiver general of
excie  — —_ 1,027 § 10f

Sundry finall articles, the prodx-l-c:: upon each of
which did not amount to 1,050, = 146,732 13 7

. Total charge 4,871,126 11 6%
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. DISCHARGE. . \ co

. . <L S. do
— 498,722 14 of
395,493 13 11

By bounties paid

— Charges of management

— Payments to the Barons of the Exche-
quer in Scotland towards {upporting |
the three Supreme Courts of Juftice 21,000 o o

— Pa'}!ments to ditto, to be diftributed among

indigent perfons, by a& of union 22,000 © ©

Paid itinerant preachers ~ —— — 1,000 0 O
— for fitting the Regifter Office for

keeping the records — — — 19115 9

for purchafing the. exemption of the

Pitfarren coals from duty — 7332 4 7
into the Exchequer, confolidated

cuftoms —_— 3,719,128 13 2%
— — into the Exchequer, the produce of
the new duty impofed upon fugar
by the a&t of laft Seflion of Par-
liament 200,257 9 3

Total difcharge 4,871,126 11 6}

P.S. The articles in the above &ccount, the net produce

of which does not amount to 1,000l yielded a 1,000l and
more grofs.

THOMAS IRVING,
Infpe@or General of the Im-
Cuftom Houfe, London, ports and Exports of Great
February 7, 1792. Britain,
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Yo the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles,
' in Parliamcnt affembled.

An ACCOUNT of the Monies remaining in the Ex-
chequer, on the 5th Day of January, 1792, of the Sur--
pivs of the CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Dif-
pofition of Parliament, after fatisfying the feveral

Chaiges and Incumbrances thereon.

THE MONIES remaining in the Exchequer, on the
5th day of January 1792, of the furplus of the Confolidated
Fund, for the difpofition of Parliament, after fatisfying the
feveral charges and incumbrances thereon, amount to ‘the
fum of one hundred fifty-five thoufand four hundred
ninety-five pounds, nineteen fhillings, and one halfpenny.

WILLIAM ROSE HAWORTH.

Exchequer, the gth
Day of February 1792.



g PARLIAMENTARY A 1793,

An ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce paid into the
Exchequer, of the Duties under the Head of INCI-
DENTS, diftinguifhing (as far as poflible) in each Branch,

* the Produce on every feparate Article, the Duties on
which fhall have amounted to 1000l or more, in the

- Four Quarters from the sth January 1791, to the sth
January 1792,

Confolidated fult, 1487 —_— 382,800 8 10

Letter money per weck 156,000 o o
Letter money, 1760 —_ — 173,000 0 o
Scizures, ditto _— — 34,558 ¢ 8

Alum mines, ditto

Alienation duty, ditto — — 2,086 18 8
Hawkers, 1710 — — 3,498 11 4
Hackney coaches, 1711 — — 13,100 © O
Ditto 1784 —_ - 144600 0 o
6d. per lib. on penfions — 44,780 o o
18. deduc. on falaries —_— — 40,048 6 6%
Firft fruits of the clergy — — 3,995 9 63
Tenths ditto —_ —_— 10,033 1 11§
Male fervants, 1585 —_— 103,349 18 4}
Femile ditto, ditto — 34401 1 4%
Four-wheel carriages, 1783 —_— 173,846 16 3%
" Two-wheel ditto ditto — 41,281 10 1}
Waggzons ditto — 21,185 18 6}
Carts ditto -— 11,953 16 8%
Horfes ditto « - 126,659 15 43
Ehops ditto - V2,762 4 11}
tol. per cent. on affefled taxes, 1790 §1,6504 8 10}
Houfes and windows, 1566 ¢ — 400,471 © ©
Inbabited houfes, 1779 — 151,231 4 8%

S, C———— —

. £+ 1999,939 2 1%
The produce of the dutics under r.ocol. inthe e

above period amoust to the fum of £ 1,596 50 6

£. 2,001,535 12 7% |

~ S St——— inaa— —

Exchequer, the ek
Day of Febraary, 1 791«



A. 1792, DEBATES 53¢

Mopey paid by Charles Peace, on acrount of the flave trade 4 7 6
Ditto by Senhoufe Wilfon, Efq. late deputy receiver

general of the Iflc of Man —_— — 1,660-10 g}
Ditto by Charles Loug, Efq. fot intereft of 187,000l

by a& a9 Geo. III. -— —_— — 4,026 16 12

Impreft money repaid by Robert Pringle, Efq. late colonel
of the Newfoundland regiment of foot

1,200

-]

o
Ditto by William Crofbie, Efg. colonel of a com-

pany in America —_— — _— — 614 3 o‘
Money paid by William Mitford, Efg. on account of the

public debt, tranfmitted from Canada —_ — 9,000 0 ©
Impreft moncy 1epaid by Thomas Coutts and Andrew

Clinton, executors of Elizabeth Campbell, exccutrix of

John Campbell, late agent foi Gemgla  —  — — 20 1t 4}'
Ditto by Andrew Ciintou, late barrack mafter ~ — 152 11 3
Moncy paid by Edmund Armftrong, Efy. on account of

8th regiment . — = — e - 6,000 © o
Bitto by William Erummell, Efg. on account of

out penfioncrs of Chelfea Hofpital 3:900 O ©O
Ditto by Mcffrs Rofs and Ogilvie, on account of

indcpendant companics — — 187219 9

Impreft money repaid by Alexander Trotter, Efq. on ac-
count of Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. late ucafiner of the
navy

_— —_— — 2018 5 I
Ditto by Fkd. Beelton Lorg and David Barclay, .

Efqrs. on account of forces in North America —— 7,341 19 11}
Ditto by Major Boleyn Douglas, late paymafter of |

troops under General Meadows — 506 0 o
Ditto by Thomas IIarley and Henry Diummond, Ligis. 37.406 - 9 ldi
Interefl on ditto by ditto —_— 12,441 3 O
Imprefl money repaid by Henry William Pomroy and

Kender Mafon, Efqis., exccutors of Kender Mafon, on

account of an agrecment for vitualling 3,coo mulitia in

Fatt Florida — _— 2,000 0 O
Bitto by Lieutenant-coloncl George Clerke, late

bariack-mafter general in North Ameiica 14 2 4}
Ditto by Danicl Macknamara, Efq., executor of

Richard Rigbv, Efq., late paymaiter of the forces 16,8%4 15 6
Diito by Peregiine Francis Thomas, Efq. —_ 118 4
Money paid for confcience fake — - 25 © o
Ditto by M ilrs. Mevricks, for fale o commiflions 5981 7 6
Pitto by Medrs. Bifhopp and Biumm:], for ditto 1,408 17 o
Ditto by Alcsunder Adair, I y., for ditto —_ 2,201 6 Q
Ditto by Mcilis. Rofs and O silvie, for ditto 5794 15 Q
Ditto by Mu{rs. Fitter and Cioafdaile, for ditto 648 6 o
Ditto by Jamcs Ruflell, Efy., fordiuto - 5499 8 6
Ditto by Natlaniel Collyer, Efq., for ditto - 549 B G
Datto by Mcllis. Lambeand Cock, for duto 1,101 18 6
Ditto by Mcllrs. Cox and Grecnwood, for ditto 13,628 8 6
Dito by Edinund Armfliong, Efq., for ditto 3168 10 o
Ditto by Humphrey Donaldfon, Efg., tor ditto 1,799 8o
Ditto by Fountain klwin, Efg., on account of the

. 70th 1egiment —_ — 4,55 0 q
Ditto by Montagu Wilkin{on, on account of the late

corps of Queen’s Rangers — 3.000 o o

150,843 6 11t
Total of Incidents — 2,001,535 12 7%

 ———————————

L 21522819 T
e e Ve ———

Ex* per NEWCASTLE. )
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. /
An ACCOUNT of.the Produce of the TAXES for One Yesr, to
the sth of Jatvary 1792,

' £ So Jo
CUSTOMS — - — 37336117 7
EXCISE —_— —_ —_— 7,182,107 10 ‘4
STAMPS —_ — 3,277,970 1§ 11

Yotal of Cuftoms, Excife, and Stamps L.12,183,440 3 11}

IFCIDENTS. Lo & 4
Confolidated Letter Money, 1487 156,000 — —
Do -E SalO&obe Do. 382,800 8 10
Seizures fince 2 r 1760 — 34:558 8
Proffers 5 L Do. - — sgz g 1o
¥ines of Leafes  — Do. —_

Letter Money  ~ — Do. — 173,000 — —
élum Mmef 8 = e &. — 960 '— —
ompofitions -~  — . —_ 4
¥i mcspo and Forfeitures Do. -— 53
Rent of a Light Houfe Do, — 613 4
Alienation Duty ~ — Do. —_ 2,086 18 8

6d. Deduct. on Penfions, &c. 24th June 1710 44,780 — —
1th. Do on Salaries, &c. ¢ April :7 58 - 40,948 6 6%

Houfes and Windows, 1766 400,471 — —
Inhabited Houfes, 1779 -— — 151,231 4 8}
Hawkers and Pedlars, 17:9 — 3,498 11 4

Do
g:ckney Coachu and CZam, it Augu(t 1711 13,100 — —

— 1784 —_ 14,600 — —
Male Servants, x};iog — 103,349 18 7}
Female Do, . — 34461 1 4%
Horfes, Do! —_— - 126,659 15 4
Four Wheel Carriages, Do. - * 173,846 16 3
I'wo Whecl Do, Do. —_ 41,281 10 1
Waggons, Do, —_ 21,105 18 6
Carts — Da. — — 11,953 16 8
o&m —_ Do. -_— — 2,762 4. 11
Fruits of the Clergy — 3,905 6
Tenths Do —_— — 10,033 x 1
Men Servants, 1777 (Arrcaru) — 2 §—

Tota) of Incidentp £ 1,948,031 3 @}
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‘NEW DUTIES. Lo, n 4
Sugars, Caftoms 1791 | —_ — 206,257 9 3
Bhn{h Spitits, Excile 1791 —_ 78,703 — —
Eﬂ . - — ’ 88.198 — —
Malt Do. —_ — 146,732 — —
Bills and Retﬂpll Do. —_ 108,637 — ~—
Game Duty Do. — 10,917 — —
L. 10 per Cent. on Affefled Taxes Do. 53,504 8 10}
Total of New Duti s — 692,948 18 1%
Total of Cuftoms, kxcife and Stamps 12,183,440 3 11}
"Total of Incidents —_ —_ 1,948,031 3 0%

GRAND TOTAL L 14824420 § o}

equer, the 6th Day of )
February 1792, WILLIAM ROSE HAWORTH,

"Ver. XXXI.



by

o PARLIAMENTARY A urge

An Account of the Annual Net Produce of the Duties
upon Female Servants, under the A& of the 25th of
George 111, for four Years, ending the sth of April,

1791,

1787, ending sth April, 1788, [.32,983 2 of
1788, —_— 1780, 32,751 1 2%
1789, — 1790, 32,912 9 Of
1799 — 1791, 33039 3 6

Office for Taxes,

soth February, 1792.

TIM. BRENT.

GEORGE BLOUNT,
F. FOWNES LUTTRELL,
B. BARNE.

An Account of the Annual Net Produce of the Duty
upon Carts, chargeable under the A¢t of the 23d of
Geo. III. for four Years, ending the sth of April,.

1791.
1787, ending 5th April, 1788, [L.11,562 % 10

1788, —_— 1789, ~ 11,320 18 10
1789, —_— 1790, 15,130 § 4
1790, — 1791, 10,661 3 s
Ofice for Taxes,

10th February, 1792.
TIM. BRENT.

GEORGE BLOUNT,
F. FOWNES LUTTRELL,
B. BARNE.



A.gpgr. ﬂaﬁ?#?&&* . 13.

" An Account of the Annua} Net Produce of the Dhuty upon
Waggons, chargeable under the A& of the 23d of
George 111, for four Years, ending sth April, 1791,

1787, ending gth April, 1788, [.18,810 14 §

1788, — 1989, 18,858 14 4%
1789, — 1790, 19,462 7 fQ
1760, —_— 1791, 18,542 13 1
Office for Taxes,

1oth February, 1792.
TIM. BRENT.

GEORGE BLOUNT,
F. FOWNES LUTTRELL,
B. BARNE.

An Account of the Net Produce of the Duty upon Houfes
under. Seven Windows, chargeable only with the Duty
of Three Shillings per Houfe, under the A& of the 6th
of Geo. IIl. ; and alfo of the Net Produce of the Duty
apon fuch Houfes as are chargeable only with the Duty
of One Shilling per I1oufe, in that Part of Great Britain
called Scotland, under the faid A&, for the Year 1788,
ending the sth of April, 1789.

England andW.ilcs - £.52,022 17 2
Scotland - 3210 3 O

o 56,133 O 2

The duty of three fhillings upon houfes under feven win-
dows, cannot be afcertained later than the year 1788, end-
ing the sth of April, 1789, as an abftra&t of the clafles of
the feveral houfes is only made up once in three or four
years.

Office for Taxes,
10th Feb. 1792,
TIM. BRENT.
GEORGE BLOUNT,

F. FOWNES LUTTRELL,
B. BARNE. -

- T 2
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Tuefday, jtb F;cbruaiy. 2

- The SPEAKER acquainted the Houfe, that purfuantto the
order of the laft fiffion, lifts had been tranfmitted to the Clerk
of the prifoners for\debt in the feveral jails. Referred.to the .
Committee appointed to enquire into the fituation of prifoners
for debt. '

The ufual annual accounts were prefented.

The bill for enabling the Houfe to proceed on an impeach-
ment, without a previousballot for an eclettion Committee,
was gone through in a Committce, and ordercd to be engroffed.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, in conformity to the mention
he had taken the liberty of making on the firft day of the feffion,
of the finances of the country, he meant on Wednefday fe'n-
night, to bring forward a ftatement of the public income and
expenditure, but as it would be impoffible for him, clearly to
thew upon what grounds he meant to appropriate a’certain part
of the furplus revenue in'hand, towards the reduion of the na-
tional debt, and the remainder to the extinétion of thofe taxes,
he had already pointed outy (as thofe which he had feleéted for
the purpofe of being firft abolifhed,) without going into the
detaijl of all the minute parts of the fubje& of finance, hefhould
be under the neceflity of doing fo in the Committee of Supply,
although it muft be obvious to every gentleman, that the fum
10 be taken from the confulidated fund muft be voted in another
Committee, viz. the Committee of Ways and Means. He
beggud the Houfe, thercfore, to underftand, that on Wednef-
ddy fe'nnight he fhould cnter at large into the detail of every
branch of the public income and expenditure, in the fame man-
ner as had ufually been done heretofore at a more advanced pe-
siod of the feflion. The Chancellor of th: Exchequer con-
cluded with moving, ¢ That this Houfe will on Wednclday

“¢¢ fe'nnight refolve itfelf into 2 Committee of the whole Houfe,
¢ to confider of fo much of His Majefty's fpeech as relates to
¢ the public income and Expenditure, and the national debt.”

‘The fame was ordered accoidingly, and

Mr. ROSE immediately moved for all the cuftomary public
accounts of expence incurred under the various heads of expeny.
dlturc for the paft ycar,



A:1703. " DEBATES. . T3S

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice, that on Friday next, in

the Committee of Supply, he fhould propofe to vote the navy
_debt, including fuch of the expences of the latc armament as

semained undifcharged. -

Mr. SMYTH gave notice of voting the feamen to-morrow. '

Mr. HOBART reported from the Committee of Friday laft
the refulution relative to a Committee of Suply. The fame was
read and agreed to nem. con. and the Committee of Supply or-
dered to fit to-morrow.

A new writ was moved for St. Mawes, in the room of
Colonel Simcoe, made Licutenant-Governor of Upper Canada.

The SPEAKER called the attention of the Houfe to what
had paft on Friday laft, when, on an honourable Member (Mr.
Tox) having mentioned the neceflity of early providing, by
fome regulation, that the balloting days for Committees on
cleQion petitions, and the bufinefs of the trial in Weltminfter-
Hall, fhould not clafh with each other, he had fuggefted two
modes that occurred to his mind, by cach of which the incon-
venience to be apprehended mighit be averted, viz. the bring-
ing in a fpecial bill for the purpofe, or the foilowing the pre-
cedent adopted in Lord Sirafford’s impcachment in the year
1640, when the Houfe had appearcd generally inclined to adopt
the latter mode, and follow the precedent of 1640. Upon
more clofely infpeéting that precedent, Mr. Speaker faid he
found it would be attended with difficulty and inconvenience if
it were adopted, of which he would ftate two poflible cafes.
Suppofing that the Houfe of Lords werc to adjourn to their
own Chamber of darliament during a day’s proceeding, to dif-
cufs any particular point that had occurred in the progrefs of
the trial, and were on the fame day to fend a meiage to that
Houfc (the Commons) that they wifhed to proceed with the
trial ;. having previoufly refolved themfelves into a Committee,
they could not receive any fuch meflage ; and again, if their
Managers were to meet with any difficulty in the courfe of the
trial, and to wifh to refer it to the Houfe, and take theirin-'
ftruftions how to a&, they would not have an opportunity to
make fuch reference. Finding, therefore, that the refolution
in the cafe of Lord Strafford’s impeachment had no precedent

. that could previoufly be traced, nor had ever-been followed by

an inftance of a fimilar fort in fubfequent times, but that it '
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ftood fingle and anomalous, Mr. Speaker, upon mature confi-

deration, thought a fpecial bill of general regulation with re--

fpedt to all impeachments the moft advifeable mode of proceed-

ing. '
The Houfe adjourncd.

Wednefday, 8th February.

The SPEAKER reported to the Houfe, that the recogni-
2ances entered into by the parties interefted in the petition com-
plaining of an undue elcétion for Boften, had been forfcited,
in confequence of non-compliance with the conditions of the
a& of Parliament, and that he had eftrcated the faid recogni-
zances into the Exchequer.

Mr. Chanccllor PITT faid, that not feeing the honourable
geantleman in the Houfe, whofc duty it peculiarly was to ftate
any thing relative to the Army, lie felt it neceffary to obferve,
that the army papers unfortunatcly could not be prefented as
wasintended, and thatthercfore the voting the amount of the efti-
matc mult neceffarily be deferred from Monday to Wednefday
next. That neverthelefs he would not propofe waving his no-
tice of ftating the fituation of the finances, &c. on Wednefday,
becaufe, unlefs the confideration of the army eftimates occa-
fionced very great length of debate, he fhould bring forward
bis itatement cf the finances after the army eftimates were dif-
poled of. .

Mr. FOX faid, as the right honourable gentleman had
given notice of his intention to vote the expences of the late
armament on Friday, he hoped it was not to be underftood, if
the Iloufe came to that vote, that gentlemen were to be pre-
chided from freely difcufiing the fubje&t of the negociation with
Ruflia at a future opportunity, or that it was to be inierred,
that they, inany fort, approved of the meafurcs that had caufed
the cxpepce.

Mz, Chancellor PITT faid, moft certainly not. The vot-
ing the moncey to anf{wer the expence incurred, would neither
pledge gentlemen to an approbation or difapprobation of the
mezfures that occafioned the expenze.  If it were thought ne-
ceilary to difcufs the fubje@ at large at a fubfequent opportu-

#» it would be in the power of gentlemen to bring it forward

- 1
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whenever, they pleafed. ‘That as it might feem naturally to
follow, that the voting the cxpence, and realoning upon it,
fthould accompany each other, thofe gentlemen who chofe it,
would fay what they theught proper on Friday, but that the
mere vote of the expence could not prevent any gentleman from
givin; his opinion on the fubje@, whenever an opportunity
fhould fubfequently offer.  Mr. Pitt faid, he’had propofed
Friday for no other reafon than to get forward with public bu-
finefs, but that if any gentleman preferred. Monday, e was
perfe@ly willing to take that day inftead of Friday.

Mr. FOX fuid, he had rather {poken from the circymftance
of withing toavoid mifunderftanding on the fubje&t, than with
any view to create a difficulty. That however he might feck
reafon to object to the meafures, he, for one at leaft, thould
not be unwilling to vote that the expence of the armament,
whatever it might be, fhould be difcharged. - He was only de-
firous of laying in his claim to a fair and full difcuffion of the:
Ruflian negociation at a fit opportunity, which from what he
knew and underftood, would, he hoped, be brought forward
by fome gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe, and be ra-
ther the bufinefs of a feparate day's confideration, than that of
the day on which they voted the expence of the late armament.

The Houfe adjourned.

Thurfday, gth February.

The bill to enable the Houfe to,proceed on an impeachment,
without balloting for an ele€tion Comumittee, was read a third
time and paffed.

Mr. FOX brought in his two bills on Libels and Quo War-
ranto, which were feverally read a firft time.

The report from the Commiffioners of Supply was brought
vp and agreed to,

The honer:: e Major MAITLAND fuid, that the i inten~
tion which a right honourable gentleman had intimated to op-
pofe the produ&tion of _papers, relative to the tranfaltions in
India, naturally led to enquire upon what grounds fuch oppo-
fition could be founded. It was difficult to perceive how tha
produllion of fuch papers could at all be deemed dangerous and

' mifchievous in the prefent moment, more efpecially as every
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-papér, which had been demanded laft year had then been grant-
ed. Upon this fubjet, he thould prefume to folicit the indul-

- genge of the Houfc to what he had to fay, previous to moving
for certain papers; and he knew too well the value of the in-
dulgence, totrefpafsupon itlong. The fyftem which had beeni

. adopted with regard to India, and which had originated from
a quarter to which, in point of ability, the Houfc had never
been more indebted, was a fyftem of forbearance and modera-
tion ; which inculcated the moft pacific principles, and held
out as the great object of our policy, the ftri& obfervance of
tranquillity.  From whatever caufe, that fyftem had failed of
its effe@®. A war, at the prefent moment, was carried on in
that country as pernicious in its tendency, and fatal in its ef-

© fu@, as had ever taken place during the molt corrupt and venal
+ adminiftration. A war which was fo much more to be dreaded,
as it prefented no profpet of its conclufion : we had no longer

. the recovery of tranquillity in our own hands: we were wholly
in the power of our allies, and depended upon their concurrence
for the re-cftablithment of peace.  And who were thefe allies
Allies whofc fole obje€t was rapine and plunder ; who were de-
firous of \a continuance of the war, in order to promote theis
own mercenary views. They had no other object than to en-
rich themfches from every quarter, and to bencfit equally by
our weulth, and thie pillage of the cnemy. Then after having
amaffed whatever couldbe obtained, they would leave us to the
coufequences of our fute, and laugh at the caly faith which
had been the dupe of their proverbial treachery.” How little
fenlible focver fome perfons might be to the importance of the
prefent tranfadtions in India, they were pregnant to this coun-
try with the moft ferious confequences. It might afterwards
be found that India debts were to be d(.fr.lycd by Britith bur.
dens, and that the mifchicfs of Indian avarice and ambition

- were to be cxpiated by Dritith citizens, by an addition to taxesy
which wefe already but too aggravated. If it was alledged
_that difcuflion was dangerous, it cculd be dangerous only to
" the views of Miniflers; it mull be always beneficial to the in-
terefis of the pecple.  Was it recalle€ted by thofe who urged
the danger of difcufion, from what threatening confequences
the difcuflion which had taken place en the Ruﬁxan armament
<1aft feflion had faved this country ? Had the advice which wae
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brought forward in this difcuffion then beén allowed to have
had its proper weight, the right honourable gentleman on the
other fide would not have had occafion to have altered his opi-
nion with refpe@ to the meafures in which he had engaged the
country, the honour of a Britith armament had been faved, and
humble conceflions would not have been fubftituted to infolent
demands. 'Was it alledged that it was dangerous now to pro-
duce papers, when the war was affirmed to be drawing to a
conclufion, which had freely been granted at its commence-
ment. Did not the refufal prove, that all the boafts of
fuccefs, and hopes which had been afforded of a fpeedy end of
the war, were unfounded ; and that fallacious expe@ations had
been put into a mouth, which ought only to be the facred ve-
hicle of truth? If the Britifh army fhould fail in its defign upon
Seringapatam, what hope could be entertained of a fuccefsful
iffue of the war? Would not in this cafe the language of the
Sovereign be invalidated, and muft not the war be attended
with the moft ruinous confequences? With regard to the
King’s fpeech, a circumftance had occurred of a nature entircly
unprecedented, to which he begged Icave to call the attention
of the Houfe. In oppofing the amendment of kLis honourable
friend, a right honourable gentlemen had flated, that he had
derived no light on the fubjett from the recent difpatches,
fince he had no opportunity to infpe& them till within half an
hour previous to his having come to the Houfe. But upon
examining the King's fpecch, as printed in the Gazette, it
was found that the affertions of fuccefs, and the hopes of a
fpecdy end of the war, were confirmed §n confcquence of the
intelligence faid to have arrived by the recent difpatches.—
Was not the language then thus fan&tioned from the Throne,
employed more with 2 view to ftage effc@®, and a temporary
popularity, than from a regard to truth, or a defire to exhibit
a juft ftatement of the real pofture of affairs? The right ho-
nourable gentleman had, on a former occafion, when this
country was engagedin war, not only with all India, but with
all Europe, come down to that Houfe, called their attention
to all the circumftances conncéed with that Indian war, and
laid before them all the papers which werc neceflary to affift
their inquiries. He had then ftated every danger to which we
were expofed, and cnumerated every quarter 6n which we
Vou. XXXI.
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were liable to attack, information of which our enemies had
not failed to profit.

All that he now wanted was a few papers, which were ne-
ceffary to elucidate papers that had already been produced. But
it might be alledged, that if the produétion of thefe papers was
not dangerous, they were fo frivolous, as did not require to be
produced. He fhould, therefore, bricfly ftate the nature of
thofe papers, which he meant to move for on the prefent oc-
cafion. The firft was a letter from Lord Cornwallis to the
Nizam, dated July 7, 1789. This letter, from the ufc which
had afterwards been made of it, he could not help regarding
as a piece of diplomatic artifice.  Aficr having read an extract
from this letter, he faid that it proved three points @ 1ft, that
at the time the letter was written, there exifted an amicable
intercourfe between Tippoo and the Englifh, a circumflance
which, on the part of that Prince, completely does away every
idca of previous infult and intentions of hottility : 2dly, if any
treaty was formed to ratify the roth and 11th articles of the
former treaty of 1768, it was to be confidered as a treaty of
partition, and afforded Tippoo jull caufe of fufpicion and jea-
loufy: 2dly, that the condu& of the Britith Government in
that country, with regard to Tippoo, could be pluaced in no
other peint of vicw than as a breach of treaty, It was not ne-

. ceffary that we fhould enter into a war on account of the dif-
putes refpeéling the forts, as thefe had been purchafed without
our confent ; and were the demarkation of limits to be affigned
as a ground for war m that country, fuch a pretext would not
be wanting every day That Tippoo had not brought forward
this letter among the caufes which he had urged for hottility,
was a proof of his modiration. He fhould barely teuch on
the treatment which the Indian Princes had mct, who efpoufed
our caufe ; after having cxhaufted all their refources in our
fupport, they weze left beggars and vagabondsin their own do-
minions. But thefe particulars he did not bring forward with
any intention of implicd cenfure on Lord Cornwallis, who,
he fuppofcd, had afted in cenfequence of orders from tiis
country. When his Lordfhip, in the cafc of the Prince of
Dclhi, our ally, who had been plundered by banditti, diclin-
£d to afford the fupport even of a battalion, or interpofe his
interfcrence by a leter, and as the realon of his refufal, “al- E
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!
ledged the plea of moderation and forbearance, he could not
account for his condu& otherwife than by fuppofing that he
adted from authority. He could not fuppofe that he was, in
this inftance, dead to the voice of juftice, humanity, and pity ;
more efpecially, when he afterwards faw him deviating fo'
widely from this fyftem of forbearance, and engaging in f{chemes
of hottility, and treaties of partition, to what could he impute
this alteration fo glaring in his policy, but to fome influence to
which he was bound to fubmit. The next papers for which
he meant to move, were thofc relative to the loan to the Mah-
rattas. It was the bufinefs of that Houfe to keep a watchful
eye over every money tranfa&ion, efpecially where it appeared
in fo queftionable a fhape as in the prefent inftance. In the
Gazette, this loan was ftated to be confiderable, about 10 or
12 lacks ; but was this afcertained to be the whole amount ?
After having received this loan, the Mahrattas went weftward.
Had this fum been ncceffary to purchafc their co-operation ?
At laft they bad found out the communication of which they
were fo fond—the communication with the Company’s pockets,
and which, no doubt, thcy would take every occafion to re-
new. The other papers which he wanted, were all thofe re-
lative to the propofals of peace that had been made by Tippoo,
and the reafons that had opcrated for rejeting the fame. It
was necellary that thefe fhould be known, in order to afcertain
the footing upon which the war at prefent ftood. It might be-
come dubious how far the war continued to be juft, after cer-
tain terms of peace had been offered. To refufe rcafonzble
terms of pecace, was a condu& hardly lefs culpable than to
provoke hoftility. “'Was there not reafon to fufpect that ag-
grandizement was now the object of the war? The military
language, which held out extenfion of territory as a fufficient
ground for carrying on the war, would, he trufted, ncver find
its way into that Houfe. At prefent, the executive power of
war, and the deliberative: power of peace, was vefted in one
perfon, the Governor General, and no maxim cculd be more
juft, than that there was no man more unfit to conclude a
peace than the General by whofe victories its acquilition had
been facilitated. He would not now enter into the detail of
all the calamities of the war in India. He meant not to ftate

Ua -
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that our allies in that country, who were of no ‘fervice in real
ation, were found ufeful only to remain befide the baggage,
and ftarve our troops, by confuming their provifions. He
meant not to ftate that all the merit of Lord Cornwallis ap-
peared to confift in bearing with temper the repeated difafters.
and difappointments which he had experienced. We had
mow, toufe the language of one of our dramatic pocts, placed
our empire on the caft, and were gefolved to fland the bazard of the
die.  There appear no other means of fupporting the war, but
by fpecic from this country, and the war carried on in fuch
circurpftances might be cafily anticipated. He concluded with
moving,

¢ That there be laid before the Houfe copies of all orders
“ or inftru&ions from the Court of Dirc&ors, or the Secret
¢ Committee, to the Governments of India, relative to the
¢ conduct to be obferved towards Tippoo Sultan, or the Ni-
¢ zam, fromthe 1ft of January, 1788, to the receipt of the
¢¢ firft accounts from India of the commencement of hoftilities
* with Tippoo.”

¢¢ Copics of minutes of all confultations of the Bengal Go-
 vernment relative to any negociation betwcen Earl Corn-
¢ wallis and the Nizam in 1789.”

¢ Copies of all correfpondence between the Court of Di-
¢ reélors, or the Secret Committee, and the Government of
¢ India, relative to any negociation carried on by Earl Corn-
¢ wallis with the Nizam in 1789.”

¢ Copics of all parts‘of letters from Eard Cornwallis, or the
¢ Prefidency of Fort St. George, relative to a confiderable
“¢ fum of money, promifed by Earl Cornwallis to the Mah-
¢ rattas in June 1791.” '

¢ Copies of all accounts received by the Court of Dire&ors,
in their public or fecret capacity, from their fervants in
¢ India, relative to propofals for peace, either written or
¢ verbal, made by Tippoo Sultan, fince the commencement
“ of the prefent war in India, together with the reafons af-

* figned for not accepting the fame, according to the lateft
¢ advices.”

[
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Mr. FRANCIS began with faying, that he fhould have been
contented with feconding the motions in the ufual form, and
left them to prevail, as he thought they muft have done, by
their own evident propriety and neccflity, very ably enforced
and illuftrated by his honourable friend, but for an extraordi-
nary declaration, which he underftood had been made, for he
had not heard it himfclf, by the Secretary of State for the af-
fairs of India, viz. that he was determined not to confent to the
prodution of any of the papers propofed to be moved for ; becaufe it
might lead to difcuffions, which would be dangerous in the prefent
circumflances. ‘This declaration, I muft own, has filled me
with amazement. That it fhould proceed from that honour-
able perfon in particular, is indeed aftonithing. I fhall con-
fine myfelf ftri@lly to the motion for papers, and carefully ab-
ftain from entering at all into the merits of the war, which
muft be the fubjeét of another debate. I have now fatin Par-
liament about eight years. In that time, the affairs and go-
vernment of India have been almoft perpetually before us, and
one way or other the fubject of inceffant dcbate. On every
‘other topic we have differed, on every other principle we have
difputed ; on this point alone there never yet was a difference
of opinion—that tranfa&ions in India could not be made too
public in this country ; that the publication of them could ne-
ver be injurious, or the conccalment beneficial, to the public
fervice. The truth of this propofition has been repeatedly
aflerted and infifted on by all parties, and from every quarter
in this Houfe, and never was denied. The cafe, that confti-
tutes a fair and rational cxception ® a rule fo acknowledged,
muft be powerful indeed, muft be clearly and fpecifically
made out, and not taken for granted upon bare abftraét poffi-
bilities. In the prefent inftance, I believe I may defy the
moft fubtle imagination to conceive, or the acuteft human wit
to ftate, a fpecific danger, or even an inconvenience, that can
arife from a produ&ion of the papers immediately in queftion,
or from any others that tend to throw a light on the origin, the
condu@, or the confequences of the prefent war in India.
When papers are called for, which relate to difcuffions between
this country and any of the other European Powers, the pre-
tences ufually fet up for refufing them are,- that negociations
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are depending, that military operations are in contemplation ;
that the former may be embarraffed, and the latter defeated by
an unfeafonable difclofure of tranfa&ions unfinithed and in
fufpence. Be it fo. The argumcnt, if it were ever fo good
in Europe, proves nothing with refpe& to India. The cafes
have no conne&ion. No rational conclufion can be drawn
from one to the other. We are fpeaking of events, which
happened feveral months ago on the other fide of the globe.
‘The report of our debatcs cannot reach the fcene of a&ion till
many months hence ; and when it docs, 1 fhould be glad to
know how the parties are to underfland, or in what fenfe they
are likely to be affc@ted by what we fay of them ? If it were
poflible that the contrary might be true, if it were admitted
that the policy of concealment ought to be applied to tranfac-
tions in India, then let me call upon the Houfe and upon the
Nation to confider, in what fituation the a&ual application of
that policy fuppofes us to bc. 'We are told by the higheft au-
thority at home, that there is *“ a rcafonable ground to hope
¢¢ that the war may fpeedily be brought to an honourable con-
¢ clufion.” Our Governors in India tell us, that we muft be
undane by procraftination. Yet now, on the gth of February,
1792, the produdlion of papers is to be refufed, left it thould
betray the operations of an cxifting war, or diftrefsthe conduét
of a depending negociation. At this day, then, the war ex-
ifts ; the peace is not concluded.  Even that fuppofition, alarm-
ing and dreadful as it s, is not fufficient to juftify the refufal.
‘The Minifters muft flate it to us in terms, that the war not
only exifts, but is likely to exift fix months hence, when the
advices of what we are now doing may arrive and make its
impreflion in India. Even upon their own ridiculous prin-
ciples of concealment, no other ftate of fals will bear them
out. If the warbe at an cnd, whether by viQory or by treaty,
all pretences for fecrecy arc annihilated. Sir, I am fenfible
that thefe confiderations arc of a negative nature. I fhall now
endeavour to fupport the motion by other arguments, which
appear to me pofitive and unanfwerable. To refufe the ex-
planations demanded, on a fubjed, into which this Houfe,
and every Member of it, has not only a right, but is bound by
duty, to inquire ; I wmean the caufe, the continuance, and
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the effeéts of a war, which, as we are affured by thofe who'
condu& it, cannot, even if attended <with the utmoft fuccefs,
prove advantageous toour affairs, is a palpable injuftice to tmany
parties. In the firft inftance, it is unjuft to us, and not the
Iefs unjuft, becaufe it may be done without relu&tance, who
are endeavouring to perform an important, perhaps an in-
vidious Juty to our conftituents. In this inquiry, if the ob-
je€t of it be proper, and if the mode of our procceeding be
fair and regular, we ought to be fupported and affifted ; we
ought not to be difcouraged or difabled. We have a right to
all the materials and information, that may be neceffary to
make the inquiry complete and effe@ual to its purpofe. In
the fecond inflance, it is an injuftice to the Public, to refufe
to us their reprefentatives the means of executing a public fer-
vice. Itis unjuft to kecp the nation in fufpenfe and anxiety,
concerning the circumftances and details of very important mi-
litary operations, in which our armies are engaged, in which
the weal*' of India iz walted, but of which we know nothing
but - were! v folts, and  thote very linely and imperfeétly, I
e from awaority, Of what ufe is it to know the bare
event of an caterprife, wihout its Circumftances, or without
its confoanences # T is vijuit to the nation to drive and reduce
tho o d pendd on private infornmation, on the retreat of our
arnic, tie fuffirings ¢ our ofhicers and foldiers, perhaps the
indJiol. difgiace ef our arms.  Finally, Sir, it is unjuft toa
perfon, to witoa, if 1 1nay judge by the exalted terms applied to
him, nn injuitice isinftended, to Lord Cornwallis, who is not
allowcd to fpcak for himfelf, whdfe letters come before us not
entire as they fhould have done, but by piecemeal, garbled
and cxtracted by the Prefidency of Madras.  Even for his fake,
we ought to have been informed of the whole of his fituation ;
even for his honour, the public mind ought not to be left open
to a fufpicion that any material circumftances were concealed,
or to the unavowdable inference from that fufpicion, that if the
entire truth were preduced, it would fail a little in the fupport
of thofe praifes, profufely, I do not mean to fay undefervedly,
but puthaps prematurely lavithed upon him, and exclufively
eonfined to his condu&. Is it poflible for any reafonable mah °
to affirm, that the events of this campaign, onthe face of the
acconnts publifhed by authority, fuggeft no caufe of anxiety,
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0 ground for hefitation, no motive for inquiry? In effect,
what is it we know from the Gazette, but that the greateft
European force, to fay nothing of our allies, that ever ap-
peared in India, that a force fufficient to have conquered
twenty Tippoos, has taken an' Indian fort, has beaten an In-
dian Chief ; and then been compelled to burft their cannon,
which, for the laft feveral marches, had been drawn almefi by the
Joldiers ; to deftroy their military ftores; to abandon their
tents and camp equipage ; and to retire to the place they fet
out from about three weeks before, to fave the whole army
from perifhing by famine. ‘Thefe, we are told, are brilliant
fuccefles ; thefe are the effe@s of a pitched battle with Tippoo,
in which, it fcems, we gave him a total defeat. ‘The day be-
fore the engagement, Lord Cornwallis declarcs, that all hopes
were then at an end of being able 1o execute his original plan.—
Why fo? Did he fet out with a power or preparation unequal
to the enterprize ? or was no calculation made of the quantity
of provifions neceflary for fuch an army during their probable
continuance in the field? Was it reafonable to expeét that the
eriginal plan could have fucceeded in lefs than a month? The
army marches on the third of May from Bangalore, and ar-
zive at the place of their deftination in ten days without meet-
ing with any hoftile oppofition ; on the fourteenth they take
their ground ; on the fifteenth they give battle ; on the fixteenth
they find themfelves obliged to retreat, and to abandon the
whale plan and objeét of the campaign. I do not fay that
thefe events, calamitous certainly, if not difgraceful, may not
be fairly and rationally accqunted for, in 2 way that may an-
fwer all objettions, and remove every pofiible ilea of cenfure ;
though it is beyond my conception, that they ever can be con-
verted, by any explanations, into a fubje& of triumph. A
General, who does not, in the firft inftance, fecure his maga-
zines, who ventures into the heart of an enemy’s country,
without a certain fupply of provifions, proportioned to the pro-
dbable duration of the enterprife, feems to me to fail in one of
the moft eflential articles of military prudence ; at the fame
time, I do not take upon me to judge, to pronounce, or to
«ondemn. We areleft in the dark ; let us inquire ; and then,
-and not till then, we fhall be able to do juftice to the charalter
and condu& of Lord Cornwallis. Let us now turn our cycs



to the other fide of the Cavery. Another powerful: army-has
been obliged to retire, with the lofs of their baggage, cattle,
and camp equipage. This isall the information that Govern-
ment has thought fit,to communicate of the retreat of General
Abercrombie, accompamed, as I believe it was, with every
circumftance of diftrefs, of mifery, and difgrace ; without a
misfortune to plead ; no attack on their rear, nodcfeat in the
field, but a perfe& panic, a rout without a purfuit. This at
leatt is the prefent univerfal impreffion of this tranfattion. 1f
it be falfe, if it be groundlefs and unjuft, why are we left
without better information ? Is it fair to the Public, is it com-
mon juftice to General Abercrombie, to lcave his reputation.
at the mercy of private letters; to give us no authorifed ac-
count of the motives and circumftances of an event, which,
on the face of it at leaft, is not honourable to the Britith arms, in
which we know that our army fuffered every thing that could
be fuffered, except defeat? IHas General Abercrombic never
written any letter upon a fubjeét fo important to himfelf, as
well as to his country, except that of the 19th of June, of
which a fhoit extra@ was publifhed in the Gazcette ! Is it our
fault, that we are driven to depend upon private letters for in~
telligence? I do and muft rcly upon it, becaufe I have no
other, and the rather, bccaufe that, which ought to b=
given by authority, is withheld. Allow me to ftate to you
a fingular fa&, which I believe to be true, and which I
hope will help to attradt the attention and excite the curi-
ofity of the Public to the whole tranfaltion. My object
is not to prefs upon individuals, enot to refle® upon a
commanding officet, who poflibly may have been comp.lied to
a& as he has done, by circumftances of indifpenfable neccflity,
perhaps by peremptory orders, which left him no choice ; but
to promote a fair inquiry, by which all parties.may be juftified.
It is perfe@ly poffible, and I fhall be happy to find it true,
that calamity, and even difgrace may have exifted in the fa&,
without a fhadow of blame upon the perfon. The circum-
ftance I allude to isthis: In the rear of this precipitate retreat,
a Captain of one of the Company’s battalions had; contrived to
bring away the guns belongmg to his battalion. B‘ekng fentto,
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&mwhyﬁe did fot march with greater expedition, he faid,
he thould follow them as aft as he could, . but be had not been
ufed .0it; that the Company’s officers had not been in the habit
of flying from an Indian enemy, much lefs of leaving their
gurs behind them. If their guns had been all that they aban-
doned on that occafion, the lofs might be of no great confe-
quence.  Many private letters affirm that they brought nothing
away wiith theny, but what they could carry ontheir backs. Isit
fo, or is it not? We duinand the truth, and we have. a right to
know ir. Were they in fuch a hurry as to leave their ftores
and provifions untouched, their military cheft, and all their
bagg%c’ Ab-~ve all things, is it true that they left their fick
inthe hotpi:a! at Periapatam tothe mercy of the encmy ? What,
to the mercy of a man, whom we call a barbarous, cruel, per-
fidivus ty-ant, whoin the writers of the Madrafs Gazettes arc
perpetually infultin ; and exafperating by the moft opprobrious
abufe ! I do not b.licve he deferves it; I do not believe he will
treat his prifoners with feverity.  But, let his charaéter be
wiat it may, is it prudent, is it becoming, is it not ut-
terly ignoble in us, to revenge ourfelves, by perfonal inveétives,
apainit a great Chief, for great he is in many qualifications,
whom, hitherto at leaft, we have not been able to fubdue?
This, furely, isno time for infults, if infults could ever be ap-
plicd with propriety to a gallant Pringe, defcnding himfelf as
he has done, defending his country and his crown againft fuch
a power and preparation as that, which has now, for two years
together, aflaulted him in vain. With an enormous fuperi-
ority of fttength, the atidtk, that does not fucceed, in point of
mlitary reputation is defeated ; the refiftance, that is not over-
ceme, in point of honour is viQorious. You have been told
by Mir. Haftings, whofe knowledge and abilities I have not
difputed, though I condemn the ufe he made of them, that
our exiflence in India bangs on the thread of opinion. The ex-
pr:ffion may be overdone, butin fubftance it is true. What-
ever the final termination of the war may be, the apparent
ftate of falls cannot be favourable to us in the eyes of India.
Two campaigns have been loft ; two armies have retreated ;
cither of which, in former times, when great things were
done with little means, would have been more than a match
for any of the native Powers in that country., Without pro-
3
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nouncmg on the conduét or charafler of any man, I hold it
to be the fpecial duty of this Houfe to inquire, whether the
reputation of unqueftionable fuperiority, which we poffeffed
before the war, and on which fo much of our fecurity depend-
ed, has not been unneceffarily hazarded by the rupture with
Tippoo, and confiderably impaired by the events of the
war.

Another obje&, into which the Houfe of Commons is
fpecially bound to inquire, is the expence of this war.—
We know, with too much certainty, that it muft be immode-
rate. But what the amount of it has been already ; to what ex-
cefs it may be extended, or where it will end, we neither khow
with precifion, nor have we the means of forming a probable
conje@ure on the fubje®. On whofe fhoulders this enormous
burden is ultimately to fall, is a queftion, which this Houfe
cannot refufe to examine, without renouncing their office,
without deferting their ftation, without treachery to their con-
ftituents. If I promote the inquiry, believe me, Sir, it is not
becaufe I doubt. It is, that this Houfe -and the nation may
calculate in fome degree, how much they are to pay; thatthey
may forefee what they muft feel, and endeavour to fix fome
limitation to an expence, which, one way or other, muft be
fupported by this country. 'WIill the right honourable gentle-
man take upon him to affirm, that the charge of the war will
be provided for by thofe whom it concerns ; that the Houfe of
Commons will never be called upon to make good any part of
it; that the unappropriated affets of the India Company, or
the furplus of the tersitorial revenuesy are fufficient to defray
it. I will not combat fuch propolfitions as thefe, until I hear
them diftin&ly ftated. Whenever that may happen, I give
the right honourable gentleman notice, that I fhall carefully
obferve his words, and endeavour to preferve them. What
language the Court of Direftors may hold, in their official
communications with Government on this fubje®, I know
not. In their private converfations elfewhere, I have fome
reafon to believe that they difclaim the idea of fubje@ing the
India Company to any part of the expences entered into with-
out their confent or knowledge. In the caufe they have no
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copeem over the condu& they have no control: by the
event they ought not to be affe@ed. They fay that, fince the
govemment_of India has been taken out -of their hands, and
vefted in effe@® in the Minifters of the Crown, if wars are
created, the Company have nothing to do with it ; if debts are
incurred, they muft be paid by the nation. It is high time,
Sir, that this quetion fhould be cleared up. Let us know,
once for all, whether a war in India be a national war or not ;
1 mean, in point of expence. I do not mean to admit that,
if it were as certainly true as I know it to bz falfe, that the
refources of the India Company are equal to the burden, and
that this country is never to bear a part of it, it would be the
lefs our proper right and duty to inquire, and take care that
thofe refources fhould not be prodigally walted, or wantonly
mifapplied. We are at all times the guardians of public pro-
perty againit abule, even when we do not difpofe of it for the
public fervice. A ftate of the finances of India is brought be-
fore us every year.  'We already exercife'the right of infpetion
and control over the territorial revenucs ; and, if this be pro-
per in time of peace, will any man deny that it is infinitcly
more fo, when you have the unlimited expences of a war, as
well as your peace eftablifhment, to provide for ? I do not in-
ift much on thefe topics, fince I do not believe that the right
and duty of the Houfe, in this refpe&, are likely to be dif-
puted. All'expenditure of public moncy fhould be publicly
accounicd for, Independent of the coft of our own army, a
large fum of money has been /et to” the Mahrattas.  Of the
fpecl‘ic amount, or of the motives for parting with it, no ac-
count is given. It could not, however, have been lefs than
twelve lacks of rupees, and it may have been much more.
All we know of the matter is, that Lord Cornwallis had been
obliged, for reafons be could not then explain, to promife a con-
fiderable loan to the Mahrattas ; and that ¢ he had therefore
¢¢ defired the Prefidency of Fort St. Georg:, inmediatcly to
¢ take the amount of twelve lacks of rupees out of the China
¢¢ thips, notwith{tanding any orders they might have reccived
¢ to the contrary, and coin it into rupces with as'much difpatch
¢ as pofitle.”” In the year 1780, Mr. Haftings too found
hlmfelf obliged to give or to lend, I forget which, but it makes

*b difftrence, twenty-fix lacks of rupces to another Mahratta
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Chief, called Moodajee Boofla, who to this hour has never paid
a farthing of it, nor ever will. But this, it feems, is a Joan.
He might as well have called it a gift at once, and taken cre-
dit for his generofity. ‘Wil the right honourable gentleman
tell us what fecurity has been taken for the debt, and how he
propofes to recover it ? I fhould like to fee a note of hand from
Purfuram Bow, or a bond and judgement executed by Hurry
Punt. Sir, I fhould juft as foon expet to be paid by a high-
wayman, who had robbed me on Hounflow Heath, and pro-
mifed to refund, whenever he was in cafth. In this tranfac-
tion, the Houfe have a right to fufpe& that we have fuffered
fomething worfc than the lofs of fo much money, and that the
concealed reafons may be of more confequence than the avowed
fa. This pretcnded loan, for any thing that appears to the
contrary, may in effe@t have been a tribute ; and in fa&,
if not in form, a pra&ical acknowledgement of their claim to
the chout, or fourth part of the revenucs of Bengal, which
they have never relinquithed.  To pay moncy to the Mah-
rattas cannot, in any circumftances, be 2 fafe or honourable
meafurc.  Their uniform practice is to take all they can get,
and quarrel for the reft: the more you give them, the more
they expeét. If it thould be contended that, in this cafe, the
facrifice of a great fum of money was indifpenfubly neceffary, 1
have no difficulty in belicving that the plea ‘may be well found-
ed. Then, indeed, we have no occafion to afk what the fitu-
ation was that created the neceffity ; but it is fo much the more
our duty to inquire by what means we came into it.

Another very important obje&tgs to know, what has been
the condu&@ of ®our boafted allies, thc Nizam and the Mah-
rattas, to whom the right honourable gentleman has thought
fit 2o pledge the honour of the Britifh nation, and with whom, it
fcems, we are to divide the dominions of Tippoo, as foon as
we have conquered them? Does he know and will he tell us,
what fervice they have done ; what bravery they have exhibited
in altion, or with what difinterefted generofity they have re-
lieved our diftrefles? All we know at prefent is, that Lord
Cornwallis is not fo very proud of his allies, as fome people
here pretend to be, and that, inall appearance, he might have
fucceeded much better without them. The Nizam’s troops,
Jar from rendering the fervices, that be lmd expelied from fo nu-



merous and powerful a body of horfe, did nothing but exbauf? the
forage avd provifiens, difobey orders, and diftrefs the army in
all its operations. Such are the banditti, to whom the ho-
nour of the pation is engaged. But the Mahrattas perhaps
have condu&ed themfclves with greater fidelity and more
fpirit. Private letters, 1 do affure you, are very moderate in
their praife. But what do we colle& from the public advices ?
‘That they fuddenly appeared in the nick of time to fhare in thé
plunder of Scringapatarn, if Lord Cornwallis had taken it ; that
they had promifcd him a fupply of grain, which they could not
or would not furnith, and that, even if they kept their word, of
which he has fome doubt, it would only ferve to hold himin
da flate of wretched dependence on the Mabratta Bazar, where be
muft be obliged to pay an immenfe price for a fcanty fubfiflance, and
be expafed, at all times, to the rifk of a total failure! In the end,
they do him the favour to borrow a large fum of money of
him, and then they acquie/ce in bis Lordfbip’s beginning to mave
10 the eaflward.

Other reafons might be ftated in fupport of the motions; but
thefe, I conceive, are fuflicicnt to convince any man, with
whom reafons have any weight. You may cripple the inquiry
if you plcafe, or make it imperfe&, by denying us the mate-
rials and information, which we have a right to demand for
the public furvice.  Bui et this Houfe and the nation take no-
tice, that the neccllity of the inquiry will be virtually inforced
and acknowledged by a refuful of the papers, if ti:ey thould be
refufed; for what would it amount to in effeét, but a palpable
confeflion that the papers would not {upport the elevated cha-
a&er given of the war, but that on the contrary the whole con-
dutt of it has been attend:d with fuch expznces, and involved
in fuch loifes and calamities, as they who exalt the war in ge-
neral terms, are afraid to exhibit in detail to the infpe&ion of
Parliament. )

Mr. Sccrctary DUNDAS begged leave to call the attention
of the Houfe to fome things which had been ftated in the courfe
¢f that evening's converfation, and particularly by the honour-
able gentleman who fpoke laft. He faid, he did not mean to
ftand up the advocate of Lord Cornwallis, becaufe he did not
conceive that refleions, like thofe the Houfe had heard, would
have been made on the condu@ of a General Officer, employed
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in the fervice of his country, who was not prefent to defend
himfelf; much lefs that language would- be applied to him,
fuch as it was not cuftomary for one gentleman to hold to an-
other; and he was the more efpecially furprifed to hear it from
the honourable gentleman who had brought forward the mo-
tions, as he had frequently heard that gentleman fpeak of his
Lordfhip in terms of refpe& and approbation.  He was ready,
on the prefent bufinefs, to appeal to the public impreffion,
and to abide by its decifion. But many things, he doubted
not, had been faid on this occafion from expe&ations, which
wo:'d not be fulfilled. It certainly refted in the difcretion of
the Houfe to give, or not to give, fuch papers. It had been
afked, what mifchief would enfue from the produ&ion of pa-
pers? but had it been forgotten what, danger might have fol-
lowed from a former demand of this fort, if the poifon had not
immecdiately been attended with its aniidote.

Allufions had been made to what he had faid the other day;
he faid then, and would ftill fay, that if the refolutions of the
laft feffion had not been moved, in confiquence of the difcuf-
fion, and debates that had been forward by the other fid: of
the Houfe, thofe dcbates and difcuffions would have been pro-
du&ive of infinite mifchief in India, by perfuading our allies
that this country would not keep its faith with them, or could
not be dependecd upon for fupport. The honourable gentle~
man faid, that the diftance of India was fo great, that no dif-
cuffion which might take place in that Houfe, could poflibly
affect the war ; probably the war was by this time at anend 5
but if not, the digance of India was rather a circumftance that
added to the danger of fuch difcuffions, than diminifhed it.—
Let gentlemen recolle@ the ignorance of the natives of that
country of the cuftoms of that Houfe, and their pratice in de-
bates. Let them recolle that it was not there as here, where
people being near the fcene of difcuffion, could readily get
every mifapprehenfion explained, and every doubt removed.
The effe@t which difcuffions in this country might have on the
Princes in India, unacquainted with the language and mode
of proceeding of a Britith Parliament, was ftill more to be
dreaded than in the cafe of European Princes, by whom both
thefe were better underftood. In fhort, upon every view of
‘the matter, he contended, that all the arguments refpeing the
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dlﬁmce of India, went rather to prove the impropriety of fuch
difcuffions upon -Indian topics, than their utility. As to the
allufion that had been ftated to have been made in His Majef-
ty’s fpeech, as printed in the Gazette, refpeéting the recent
difpatches, it muft have been the confcquence of fome ftrange
inaccuracy, of which he was ignorant, and which did not at.
all affc@ what he had afferted on a former occafion. With re-
gard to the motions that had been made, he did net think they
would anfwer the honourable gentleman’s purpofe, but, ex-
cepting one of them, he fhould have very little objection ; and
he would tell the Houfe what his objections to that one were.
The honourable gentleman who had moved for the papers had
ftated, that poffibly their produ&ion might be mifchicvous to
Miniiters, however honourable to Lord Cornwallis. He
would, in return to this, inform him, that there was no line
of diftinclion to be drawn. There was no one meafure of
Lord Cornwallis, fince he had been in the fituation of Gover-
nor General of Bengal, which he was not ready to take upon
himfelf in the moft complete and unequivocal refponfibility,
and abide by the confequences cither of applaufe or blame.—
Let not then gentlemen feck for an abfent objeét of cenfure,
fince he had furnifhed them with one more near at hand : here
is a quarter againft which they are at liberty to diret all their
arrows, and which is prepared to receive them all.  With re-
gard to the letter of Lord Cornwallis to the Nizam, of the 7th
of June 1789, which had been adduced as a proof of breach of
treaty, he fthould ever regard it asa te{hmony of his Lordfhip’s
facred attention to treatits. Had the honourable gentleman
forgotten the treaties of 1766 and 1768. That letter which
was now demanded had been upon the table at the period of the
former difcuffiion: it had not then been made ufe of, nor
though it had continued there for three months, did it afford
ground for any fubfequent motion: evidently becaufe it con-
tained nothing which had appeared to deferve the attcntion of
thefe gentlemen, or which by any arts.of eloquence or inge-
nuity of argument could thensbe converted into ground of
cenfure. '

With regard to the affertion that the public mind was left
in the dark by Minifters, he muft fay, that the Public was not
pofleffed of that information that was in the poffefion of Mi-
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nifters was not truz in point of fa&. The letters that were in-
ferted in the Gazette were the real and genuine letters of Lord
Cornwallis, and not partial extra&s from them; the Public,
therefore, was in poffeffion of every intelligence that Govern-
ment had received; perhaps the gentlemen on the other fid:
were in poffeffion of much more. With refpe& to General
Abercrombic’s retreat, and the partial lofs of his baggage, he
believed the fa was, that General Abercrombie gave an order
not for a retreat, but for his men to be under arms, and that
his’ troops thought it was with a view to an attack and not a
retreat; in confequence of which fome of them placed their
. baggage {o as to endanger it and oblige it to be left behind,
when they found that the obje& of Gencral Abercrombie was
to march. 'What he now fpoke was on the authority of a pri-
vate letter, and he knew nothing from Lord Cornwallis re-
fpe&ing General Abercrombie ; but at the inftant he was fpeak-
ing, he verily believed that General Abercrombie had no idea
that blame was imputed to him in this country, and his retreat
confidered as improper and difgraceful.  General Abercrombic
wias well known to be a brave, a gallant, and an able officer,
who had uniformly ferved his country with honour, and was
fully entitled to have the moft favourable conftru&ion put upon
his conduét, efpecially before that condué and the motives
that governed it, were clearly known: he explained the cir-
eumftances under which Lord Cornwallis ordered General
Abercrombie to retire as foon as he could, while he, with the
mainarmy, ftaid at an inconvenicn®, where his object was to
- prevent the whole of Tippoo’s army from {alling upon General
Abercrombie’s troops. The infinuation that it was the inten-
tion of Government to conceal the real ftate of the war was
unfair and falfe ; and with regard to the affertion refpe&ing the
efinances of India, he declared he could not but think that it
was peculiarly unfair that it thould be made ufe of againit him,
who, -unfolicited, and without being obliged by the orders of
any a& of Parliament, was, he belicved, the firft to introduce
the cuftom of annually ftating the financial concerns of the
Company at large to the Houfe. It might, however, eafily
be perceived that it was impoffible for him to form at the prc-
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fent moment any eftimate of the whole expence. As much of
it as could be made up from the papers already in his poffe{-
fion, he might lay before the Houfe at a future period of the
fefion. As to the idea that the Court of* Dire&tors, or any of
them, imagined that the expences of the war would not fall
upon them, or that their interefts were at all fvparated from
thofe of the country, he knew of no Direftors who entcrtained
fuch an idca, and ftill farther was he from ecither conceiving
or afferting, that the Houfe had not 3 right to inquire into and
¢xamine every part of the expence of the war, whenever that
expence could be afcertained ; but ignorant as he acknowledged
himfelf to be of the precife extent of the expences of the pre-
fent war in India, he was ready to renew a former affertion,
and to declare, that the time was nearer at hand, when the re-
Jources of India would be fuch as ts adminifter aid to the revenue of
this country, than India would have occafion to apply for affifiance
Jrom tbe finances of this country. With regard to the laft mo-
tion, refpe@ing the offers of peace that might have been made
to Lord Cornwallis, if it were to pafs, he verily believed the
return to it would be, that there were no accounts of any fuch
offers ; but the reafon he obje&ed to it was, on the principle
of the motion itfelf, namely, the calling for accounts of nego-
ciations of war and peace, while thofe negoviations were penda
inge Hc'had already fo often been called upon to affign his |
reafons why he thould deem it unwife and improper to produce
any papers, in thefe circumftances, and was {o fully perfuaded
of the point in his own 1:ind, that he was rcfolved to give no
fan&ion to cntering any order upon the book, which fhould af-
ford a precedent for fuch a pradtice.

The honourable Major MAI'TLAND rofcto cxplain. He
remarkgd that the right honourable gentleman, after having in-
timated his intention ta oppofe any demand of papers, had now
changed his opinion. He exculpatcd himflf from any inten-
tion to throw out refle®iohs on the military charalter of Lo:d
Cornwallis ; what he had brought forward was meant only to
apply to him in his civil capacity, which he congeived to be
fair fubje& of remark to every Member of that Houfe; nay,
on which, by their indifpenfable duty to their conftitucngs,
they were bound freely to deliver their fentiments.  He trufted,
therefore, that ncthing which he had faid in this view, would
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be conceived to be derogatory to his Lordfhip’s military talents,
or deviating from thefe fentiments of refpe@ which -he had
fo often expreffed, and which he ftill entertained for his cha-
raiter. ‘

Mr. HIPPISLEY obferved; that as the fight honourable
gentleman had expreffed his furprife that the letter of Lord
Cornwallisto the Nizam had not been made the fubjeét of dif-
cuffion lIaft year, wlhen the treaties were on the table, it wai
neceffary to call the recolle@ion of the Houfe to the very ex-
traordinary manner in which that celebrated letter had been
brought forward. When the treatics with the Mahrattas and
Nizam had been produced, in confequence of a motion to that
effe@, his honourable friend below him had noticed that a let-
ter of Lord Cornwallis, of the 7th July in the preceding year,
had been recognized as equivalent to a treaty, and ftood con-
firmed, together with all the agtecedent treatics made with the
Nizam. This letter was therefore immediately moved for, and
the firft moment of its produétion was at the fume inftant
that the right honourable gentleman oppofite to him had, with«
out any preface, moved the unqualified approbation of the trea<
ties with the Mahrattas and Nizam, and he believed not twg
perfons in the Houle had even read the lettery, much lefs were
aware of its mifchicvous and impolitic tendency. Mr. Hip-
pifley obferved; that he had a few days fince, in his place,
given his opinion very fully on that letter ; and that he fhould,
ever think it a fufficient aggreffion on our part to have juftified
Tipppo in an immediate defcent on our territories.  One object
af it was to revive thc ftipulation of #ormer treaty with the,
Nizam, which guaranteed to the Englifh the Government of
the Myfore country, and was decmed fo cxtremely impolitie
and repugnant to the interefts of the Company, that it drew
from the Court of Diretors the moft heavy cenfure on the aus
thorsof it. Thatin confequence of that treaty, and fubfequent
esrors of a fimilar nature of the Company’s fervants at Madras,
the Government of the €ompany at home thought it neceffary:
to appoint the fupervifors who went out in the Aurora, which
was loft. Mr. Hippifley obferved, that as the right honour=
able gentleman had rclaxed from his original declaration ot
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Friday 1at, and now propofed to acquiefce in the firft motion
of his honourable friend, he fhould referve what he had farther
to offer on the prefent fituation of our affaies in India till the
. queftion came on in confequence of the produétion of the papers.
Mr. FOX faid, that he rofe merely in confequence of am
imputation which had been thrown out by the right honour~
able gentleman upon him, and upon thofe who ated with him,
asif they felt a pleafure in attacking the chara&ers of indivi-
duals, more efpecially of officers, who were abfent on duty,
and had no means of defending themfelves. He begged the
Houfe would do him the juftice to recolle&, that he had ever
made it a rule during the number of years which he had fat
there not to attack the chara@er of an abfent officer. He had
‘condemned the American, as well as the prefent Indian war,
and he had paffed fevere cenfures on thofe who were the authors
of it ; but he never went fo far as to animadvert upon the pro-
feflional condu& of thofe who were employed in commanding
our forces by fea or land. 'The conduét of Lord Cornwallis
in that war had becn often the fubje& of his approbation ; as'
far as regarded the military capacity of that noble Lord, he was
always ready to give him credit for great abilities,. if his conduct
feemed to warrant that opinion. But when he was called
upon to vote an addrefs, acknowledging the able condu& of
YLord Cornwallis, was he not forced, as it were, to confider
that conduét, and to enquire where the ability confifted? The
blame, if any, fhould reft where it was due in this cale, viz.
on His Majefty’s Minifters. Why was the Houfe called on to
applaud Lord Cornwall¥, and te (.ompllment him as an able:
officer, on the experience we had of the war in India? Why
was the Houfe afked to praife, where they had experienced only
difappointment. This was furely provoking a difcuffion in a
manner equally unfair to the charaéter of his Lordfhip and in-
decent on.the part of His Majefty’s Minifters. After a feries
of nothing but calamities and misfortunes, after a feries of at-
tempts and failures, hopes and difappointments, they were cal-
Jed upon to vote that the war had been ably condu&ted. In all
thofe occurrences he faw nothing like ability, nothing which
could afford him ground of approbation. Forced into fuch a
fituation, and fuch a dilemma, what washe to do? Was he to.
£it filent, or to confent to tell that to the King, which he did
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not believe ! Or was he to deliver his fentiments, and rifk the
danger of being deemed uncandid and illiberal? Never had he
felt fuch an abrogation of the freedom of debate as that then in-
fifted on. 'Was he to carry up falfehood to his Sovereign, to
whom, as enc of the moft facred duties of a fubje&, he owed
truth ¥ Was he to carry up flattery and adulation to the Throne,
and to applaud the condu@ of Lord Cornwallis, when he faw
no reafon to applaud it, and when perhaps in the point of view
in which it appeared there was more reafon to confider it as
an objeét of cenfure } Was this fit conduét to hold out for that
Houfe? Moft unqueftionably No! And yet this muft be the
cafe, if he was to be told he behaved with harfhnefs againft a
brave officer, when he was only doing what appeared to him at
leaft, to he his duty as a Member of that Houfe, viz. ¢ tofpeak
*¢ the truth without difguife on all occafions, and mose efpe-
‘¢ cially when the intereft of the pecple and his conftituents re-
¢ quired that no difguife fhould be ufed.” There was an end
entirely of the wutility of that Houfe, if its Members, when
they were delivering their opinions on the charalters of the
commanders of our forces, were to be ftopped, and told that
they were attacking the charafler of a man who was not
here to anfwer for himfelf, and that we ought to fufpend
our cenfure until he comes home. When he was put to this
dilemma, the blame ought to be on thofe who compelled him
to deliver his fentiments by their demand of approbation, and
who had obliged him to take fuch a part as he owed to his own
heart, and to his duty to his conftituents.

He owned he had entertained s fanguine hopes of the fuc-
cels of his honourable friend’s motion; yet he was now happy
to find that his arguments had been attended to, and that the pa-
pers called for were to be produced. He was however fur-
prifed at the difference of opinion that had taken place fince the
notice given by his honourable friend of the prefent motion,
as the right. honourable gentleman had certam]y faid on a for-
mer day that he would oppofe that motion, and cvery one of
the fame kind. He muft confefs he was far from being pleafed
with thisdeclaration. It feemed to introduce a fyftem of which
the right honourable gentleman was too fond, and looked as if
he meant to haul the Minifter's friends through all the dirt and
mud of his bufinefs, by tamely and fubmiffively relying upon
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himy for ‘their direQions: Ts this a light in which the Houfe of
Commons of England thould be placed? Are the reprefentatives
of-the people to be told that when Minifters are inclined to give
information to the country, you may vote for the prodution
of papers, but when they are not; you mutft refift every call for
‘them, however proper, however neceflary, or however con-
fiftently with the conftitutional principles of this country.—
This.was purfuing too far that do&rine of confidence which
had been fo much brought forward laft feflion, and with refpect
to which the gight honourable gentleman had always ufed, in
his opinion, the moft unconftitutional arguments. The right
honourable gentleman had faid; that it was improper at all times
ta call for papers or information pending a negociation, and
that the rcfult, whatever it might be, fhould be fan&ioncd
by a vote before any inquiry fhould be made refpe&ting the
orfgin, circumitances, or condu of it; a do&rine that he
would never fubferibe to, becaufc he conceived it to be fraught
with every. thing that was bad, and in dire€t contradi@ion to
the very nature of that conftitution which we are all fo happy
to pronounce an eulogium upon, and none could be more fo
than he was, when its theory wasattended to, and its pra&ice
conformable to its real principles. Of thofe principles, the
hew-fangled fyftem was more fubverfive than any of the
wildeft fchemes that the wildeft of modern reformers eould
ober have devifud,

The right honourable gentleman had faid, that the papers;,-
particularly the letter from Lord Cornwallis to the Nizam,
dated July 7, 1789, had been ~n the table three months before
the laft feflion of Parliament was concluded. It might be fo ;
for himfelt he had no helitation in declaring, at the fame time
that he did not offer any excufe for his negligence, in being ig-
norant of the contents of that manufcript paper, which, if he
rycolledted well, was liid on the table on the very day in the
lait feflion on which the lalt decbate on the war in India took
place. The right honourable gentleman had faid, it lay there
for three months after, and arraigned him and his friends for
their want of vigilance, by afking them why they had omitted
examining that letter fooner ¢ he would fairly tell him that he
had not even read it ; for it muit be in the recolle@ion of the
‘Houfe, thata matter of very great importance arofe, to whichr
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his attention, the attention of the Houfe, and the attention of
the country was naturally drawn. He fcarcely needed to men-
'tion here the armament againft Ruffia, a fubje@ that excited
the curiofity, and the aftonithment of all Europe. So much
had it occupied his mind, and fo much was he convinced that
his duty to his conftituents, and ta the people of England, cal-
led for every effort he could exert, to ward off the impending
danger, that he was prevented from turning his thoughts jo
any other fubje@®, He would do his friends the juftice to fay
that he believed them equally inclined to do their duty, and he
was proud enough to add, what he thought he might do with-
out the imputation of vanity, that his exertions had not beenal-
together ulelefs, and though placed in a minority, that minority
was found to have atted in conformity with the withes, and
what was of much more confequence, the real interefts of the
country,

He would allow, that the right honourable gentleman had
been extremely conliftent in onc point 5 which, of all others,
he conccived to be the moft dangerous and inimical to the Brie
tifh conftitution ; that was the propofition which he had often
laid down refpe&ing the confidence to be granted to Minifters,
and the affertion that pending a negociation or a war, it was
improper to call for any information with regard to the progrefs
of that negociation, or the events of that war ; this he had ever
treated, and ever would do, as moft improper and unconftitu-
tional language, and, he trufted, never would be the fenfe of
an Englith Houfe of Commons. *What led him to fpcak of
this more Particurarly, was the obje&ion which the right ho-
pourable gentleman had made to the laft of the papers, moved
for by his honourable friend, which went, if produced, to fhew
what offers had been made by Tippoo Sultan for a peace. The
right honourable gentleman had faid, if all the papers moved
for, and all that could be moved for, were upon the table, no-
thing could appear that would explain to thc Houfe what the
offers df Tippoo to make peace were; and that if any thing
did, he certainly fhould oppofe their being produced.  Perhaps
it mightbe fo ; hut when the right honourable gentleman ftated
that he was totally ignorant of thefe offers, and kne'w no more

-of them than other people, he could not help thinking it one of
the moft aftonithing fa&s that ever had occurred ; that Lord
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Corriwallis, as Governor General of India, had been, on all
occafions, writing home, that a protracted war was ruinous
to the Company’s finances ; that a fpeedy and honourable peace
was his carneft with; and that though feveral offers to make
peace had been made by Tippoo, none of them were of a na-
ture that he could accept; yet that he never had mentioned
what thofe terms offered were, or what were his reafons for
not accepting them. If the Government at home had received
any information of the terms that had been offered, he thought
it was their duty to fend out orders to conclude peace as foon
as poflible, and while it might be done honourably, at leaft ;
more than could be expe&ted, if we were unfortunate enough
to expericnce a continuance of the fame calamitous events.—
Upon the honourable gentleman’s principle of unlimited con-
fidence, which had been fo much argued laft year, it was im-
poflible to foretcll what ill confequences might enfue, particu-
larly if no 1ight was allowed to that Houfe to enquire into the
condu& and expence of a negociation or war until it was ended.
Whiat, he would afk, was become of the boafted freedom and
privileges of that Houfe, to inquire into cvery meafure that
could bring expence upon the country, which they, as repre-
fentatives of the people, muft provide for, by laying additional
burdens upon their conflituents, without having it in their
power to give an aflent from conviétion, that there was expe-
diency, juflice or policy in the meafure which occafioned that
expence? What was now the language held out by this claim
for conlidence in Mlmﬁers, but that they have entered into a4
war which muft be attendcd with licavy expence, but with re-
gard to the nature or extent of which, they would refift all in-
quiry, and till it fhould be concluded no means of information
would be afforded. He had only to recal the attention of gen-
tlemen for a moment to what happened laft year, with regard
to the Ruffian bufirefs, to fhew how decidedly this was the ob-
ju€t of the prefent Adminiftration.  The right honourable gen-
tleman had properly faid, that a day would foon come for dif-
cufling that bufincfs, and it was not his intention to enter into
it at large now ; to-morrow they were to be called upon to vote
.the expence of the armament, and muft agree to pay that ex-
pence before they had received any information of the propriety
“or wifdom of the negociation which occafioned it. He faid,
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it was not his intention to difapprove of voting the expence to-
morrow ; indeed, he knew it to be impoflible ; becaufe, how-
ever much he and the country might difapprove of the meafure,
il it was obvious, that the expence incurred muft be paid.

Upon this principle of firft paying, and thén inquiring into
the caufc of the expence, the right honourable gentleman had
gone by far too great lengths, and fuch, as the Houfe ought te
beware of fanQioning; if they did not, million after million
might be expended, and till the country was ruined, no fatis-
fa@tion would be given, exccpt that ¢>nfidence muft be placed
in Minifters. It was here we faw the fyftem of thofe who
boafted fo much and fo lately, of their attachment to the con-
ftitution of their country, and to the principles of liberty ; but
whofe prafice was at variance with their profeffion.  In vain
did we boaft of our attachment to the principles of a well regu-
lated freedom. We werce perpetually praifing our conftitution
inwords, and daily introducing new abufes into it in practice!
Thus might we be proud in boafling that we werc the moft free
until we had cntirely loft our freedom, and that by thisinnova-
tion lately introduced into the centtitution ; the innovation of
confidence.

Thhis confidence in individuals, in the mind of that Houfe,
was to precede the interefts of the people.  The Minilters by
this might move and carry armament upon armaraent, upon
the mofl trival occufions, on the flighteft reafons, or entirely
withcut reafon, and the people had no means whatever of pre-
venting it; nay, the Members of that Houfe were precluded
from judging of the mcafures at ally until they were called on
to vote the money%f their conttituents to pay for them.  And
fuppofing, for the fake of argument, (he was not new flating
it to be the fa&) but fuppofing that thefe meafures theuld turn
out to be ill-advifed, unneceilary, or even ruinous to this
country, what mole had the pcople of ubizining redrefs ?—
None, except that of a criminal proze Log againt the Mi-
nifters who were the caufe of it. The only fecurity the people
had was the refponfibility of the Minifters. 'Was that a fuffi-
cient fecurity ! He anfwered, it isnot! In fhort, it was not
any fecurity in moft cafes: for, fuppofing the Minifter who

Vor. XXXI. Z -
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may have been the caufe of great calamities to the State, was
incorrupt, but that in the opinion of the people his meafures
had been only unwife 3 or, fuppofing the meafures to be wifz,
and againft the opinion of the people, what remedy could thera
be had in either of thefe cafes? In the firft, the people would
. be too generous to punifh, becaufe it is againft the principles
of humanity, as well as the law of every good communpity, to
punith a man merely for want of wifdom, On the fecond
cafe, what would be the confequence? An innocent and me-
ritorious man would fuffer for his own virtue, merely from the
misfortune of his condu@ happening to be mifunderftood by
the Public ; and he would be left to fay to his mifguided
countrymen, ¢ What! will you accufe me for alting as well
¢ as I could for your interefts?’’ What then ; were we to pu~
nifh fuch a man ?!—No—God forbid >—Then, as to the other
man who might be incapable, what was to be done with him ?
Had we that Court of Criminal Juftice, by which we could
try a Minifter on the fize of his capacity ?  We had no fuch
Court. But fuppofing, for the fake of argument, we had 2
Court in which all thefe points could be provided for, what
fatisfation could refult to a country drained of its wealth and
refources ! 'What retribution would the difgrace or the deftruc-
tion of a Minifter make ta a country thar had been ruined and
undone ? The punifhment of a Minifter! a poor, paltry re-
fentment, inftead of a retribution! Thus ftood the political
ftate of a country faid to poffefs perfe& liberty ! a country,
where, it is faid, the opinion of the people is the higheft au-
thority, and their will thd*taw ! The opinion of the people,
indecd, might atlaft prevail ; but according to thi< do&rine of
confidence in Minifters, this innovation in the conftitution,
the opinion of the people would not begin to opcrate before
the country was ruined. Ruined we might be, although the
people were not ignorant, nor their rcprefentatives corrupt,
but mercly, becauie the Minifter might blunder and miftake,
We muit be undone !—becaufe we have an imprudent and un-
wife Minifter! If fuch a country could be called a country of
liberty and perfe& freedom, he did not know what liberty or
freedom were, nor wherein confitted the excellence of its con-
ftitution,
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~ He hoped, however, that from what he had faid, he
fhould not be deemed or reprefented as fpeaking againft the
conftitution of this country. If he fhould, it would be
treating him unjuflly; for he fpoke not againft the confti-
tution of this country, but againfl the theory and the prac-
tice which the late do¢trine of confidence introduced. They
were againft both the theory and praétice of the real con-
ftitution of this country—againlt the earlieft impreffions
made on him by his education: He had been taught to
think, that all the evils, of which ke had to-night been
tomplaining, were to be prevented by the timely interpo-
fition of that Houfe yth its advice, when a Minifter was
purfuing a plan that might be deftrutive to this country.
Thefe were the impreffions of his infancy, and time had not
fince effuced them. He muft fay, that he hated the inno-
vation of confidence, of which he had been fpeaking: there
was nothing of the fpirit of the people of this country in
it.. They might as well fay to the Minifter, « To you
¢ we give all the tiuft that was once delegated to our re-
& prefentatives ; to you we give all the difpofition of our
¢ property ; to you we give the whole care of all our in-
& terefts, without control or inqi:iry.’;

The right honourable gentleman had declared that he
knew nothing of the propofals of peace which had beea
made by Tippoo, or the reafon why they were refufed.
And becaufe he was totally ignoggnt of the nature of thefe
propofals, and whether they were fuch as might have been
accepted confiftently with honour, juftice, and political ex-
pediency, were the Houfes therefore, to be precluded
from all inquiry refpeting them? Becaule a Minifter had
neglected to provide himfelf with the means of information,
‘were they to fantion their negle& by his ignorance, or
abandon thofe difcuffions, which they owed to their own
duty, and the interefts of their conftituents? In order to
conduét any inquiries concerning the war, or be able at all
10 judge of the footing tpon which it at prefent ftood, it

: Zz2
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was of the upmoft, nay, of indifpenfable importance, to
be acquainted with the nature of thefe offers of peace. In
confequence of thefe, the war might now ftand upon very
different grounds from thofe upon which it had fet out;
and what had been-in its commencement allowed to be juft
and neceflary, might have ceafed to be fo in its eontinu-
ance, From the circumftances of dfadvantage, too, un-
der which the war had hitherto been carried on, on our
part, attention to the offers of "peace became a ftill more
material confideration. Who wonld defend the propriety
of perfevering in a war under fuch circumftances, if it could
be concluded upon terms at all juft and reafonable? In
thort, while we were kept ignorant of thefe terms, it was
impoffible to determine whether the war, as it now ftood,
was a war of juftice and policy, or a war carried on mcrely
from motives of ambition, and pregnant with ruinous con-
fequences.

The retreat of our armies in India, was a proof of the
complete failure of the obje& which Lord Cornwallis had
in view. The retreat of General Abercrombie was attend-
ed with every aggravating circumftance of lofs and igno-
miny : it had been too gently ftiled a retreat, but was in
reality a downright flight, in which our baggage, artillery,
and what was moft deplorable of all, the hofpitals of our
fick and wounded, were left behind. He did not mean to
Jay any blame on Lord €ornwallis or General Abercrom-
bie ; he-was not, indeed, fufficiently acquainted with cir-
cumftances, to decide to what quarter cenfure was due.
But the fa€t muft be admitted, that General Abhercrombie
had been compelled to make a retreat, in fuch circumftances.
as were difgraceful to the Britith arms. What thefe cir-
cumflances were, or where that blame was to be attached,
ought furely to form the fubje& of difcuffion, before they
could, with prepiiety, be called upon to deliver any opi-
nion,

As to the experc: of the bufinefs now before the Houfe,
that would be a matter of confideration on fome future day,
but on that poiat he could not fay that the explangtion of
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the right horiourable gentleman gave him much f{atisfa&tion,
If it gave the people of this country fatisfaction, he fhould
be very much furprifed. Whatever pleafure he might feel
from a repetition of the declaration, ¢ that the day was
% drawing near, when we fhould find that it was more
#¢ likely that the finances of India would be fuch as to af-
¢ ford affiftance to this country, rather than that this
¢ country fhould be called on to lend affiftance to our
¢ territories in India,” he confefled was much abated by
the right honourable gentleman affuring them, at the {fame
time, that he knew nothing about the matter. e afferted,
that it was impoffible for him to calculate the whole ex-
pence with which the prefent war in India would be attend-
ed; and was even furprifed that any body could conceive
he fhould, or fhould think of ftarting fuch an inquiry.
But if he could not calculate the expence, how could he
pretend to eflimate the advantage which this country was
likely to reap from the finances of India? He muft own,
that this fort of general affertion, unaccompanied by all
particular proof, appeared to him by no means convincing,
nor at all tended to fet his mind more at eafe on the fub-
fe@. The right honourable gentleman affured them, that
the refult would be highly profperous: but it was ftated
that there were fome foolith trifling expences, which might
interfere with this refult; and when he was afked, what
might be their prohable amoung, e anfwered that he could
net fo much as Puefls ; nay, was :\ﬂ;omfhed that any body
fhould fuppofe he fliould! Setting thefe expences afide,
therefore, thiey might be affured the refult would be prof-
perous ; but he wondered to what could amount the value
of fuch an affurance. The conclufion might be highly
gratifying, if they excluded from the premifes the only
material confideration upon which it hinged. Thefe were
artifices too palpable to deceive children. He hoped that
2 confideration of thefe points would induce that Houfe to
take away fome of that confidence which, by their duty
o their conflituents, they never ougl.t to give, and which
shey were now bound to recal
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* Heéoncluded with declaring, that, previous to the meet~
ing of Parliament, he had determined in his own mind to
fay nothing in any debate on the fubjedl, refpecting the
condu& of Earl Cornwallis ; and he would never have de-
parted from that refolution, had he not been called upon
and provoked to deliver his opinion by the words of the
fpeech, and the arguments of thofe who moved and fe-
conded the addrefs; had he not been called upon to ap-
plaud abilities, of which their condu@ afforded him neo
proofs, and to congratulate a fuccefs, which the ftate of
our affuirs in India by no means feemed to warrant, from
any information which had yet been laid before that
Houfe.

Mr. DUNDAS rofe to explain. He faid, the-right ho-
nourable gentleman had taken unfair ground, when he conr-
plained of having been forced to allude to the condu&t of
Lord Cornwallis, by the mention of that noble Lord’s able
conduét of the war in the King’s fpeech. No perfon what-
ever had faid a fyllable refpeQing that right honourable gen-
tleman’s allufions to Lord Cornwallis during the debate on
the addrefs. It was then properly the fubject of difcuffion ;
but he had complained of Lord Cornwallis having been

'made fo free with that day, when his name was neither
" comprehended in any one of the motions brought forward,
nor his conduct neceflarily under confideration. The right
honourable gentleman had chofen extreme cafes upon which
to found his arguments;eﬂy this mode of reafoning there
was not a part of the conftitution that he might not formi-
dably attack ; but an extreme cafe was never a fair ground
of reafoning. The right honourable gentleman, he alfo
remarked, was peeuliarly fond of talking of the pra&tice of
the conititution; if he would examine the conflitution
fomewhat more clofely, he would find, that the placing juft
fo much confidence in the executive power, as to entruft
them with the condué of all exifting negociations relative
to war and peace, wasa principle interwoven with the con-
flitution itfelf, and infeparable from it. With regard to'
the right honourable gentloman’s obfervations on the con~
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fiftency of his condué&, he fhould be ready to enter into a
fulldifcuffion of his confiftency on both fides of the queflion,
whenever the right honourable gentleman thought proper.
All that had pafled relative to offers of peace made by T'ip-
poo, was already before the Public in Lord Cornwallis's
letters, which flated, that Tippoo had infidioufly endea-
voured to feparate our allies from the general confederacy,
and to make a peace with us, independent of their interefts.
That Lord Cornwallis had very properly refufed him and
his numerous retinue admittance into his cam p> where their
aim would obvioufly havebeen tocorrupt his allies.

Sir JAMES MURRAY faid, he rofe to fpeak a very
few words. Had the difcuffion and debate heen confined to
the propricty of producing the papers moved for, he cer-
tainly fhould not have troubled the Houfe that evening, but
he conceived the charaer of General Abercrombie, to have
been fo illiberally refleted on, efp:cially by the honourable
gentleman who feconded the motion, that it required from
him a word or two in jufiice to the abfent General. Sir
James fuid, he had the honour to have ferved under him,
during the laft war in America, and knew him to be an ac-
tive, able, and zealous officer, efteemed for honour, inte-
grity and military talents. His misfortuncs ought not ta
have been aggravated by uncandid ininuations, It was {uf-
ficiently unfortunate for a brave officer to be in a fituation,
wherein he could neither conduce to his own honour nor
the fervice of his gountry. Thaf General Abercrombie had
found it neccflary to retreat, was a matter of notoriety 3
and in all retreats lofles were fuftained, but it was very
eafy indeed for thofe lofles to be exaggerated by the ignorant
or malignant, when the circumftances of fuch lofles could be
little known to either fide of the Houfe.

Mr. FRANCIS. Let me intreat the indulgence of the
Hou{: for a moment. The honourable gentleman, who
fpoke laft, accufes me of having faid famething difrefze&t-
ful of General Abercrombie, without ftating what it
was. I pofitively deny the charge; and I fhould have

~thaught that honourable gentleman had notfat long enough



e PARCIAMENTARY - A 1592. .

in Parliament to have learned the policy, common enough
with his more experienced friends, of ebadihg the force of
general arguments, by endeavouring to turn them into per-
fonal refletions. What I faid was, that the fats, on the
face of them, are calamitous and difgraceful, though pe/fibly
the commanding officer may not be deferving of blame ; and
that if this impreffion be ill founded, if it bears hardly upon
the condu@® of any individual, it is the fault of the King’s
Minifters, who drive us to private letters for intelligence,
and refufe to give us authentic information.

Major SCOTT faid, I really did conceive, from the
notice given by the right honourable gentleman, (Mr.
Dundas) a few days ago, of his intention to oppofe the
producion of any papers, that I fhould have had the ho-
nour, on this night, to vote with all His Majefty’s Mi-
nifters, and with a very great majority of this Houfe ; but
though the right honourable gentleman has changed bis
opinion, 1 have not changed mine, and I think that the few
reafons which he afligned on a former day, have not been
controverted even by the very able arguments of the two
honourable gentlemen, who made and feconded the motion
for the papers, But as neither thefe, nor the reafons now
offered by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas)
for agreeing to the motions, have at all altered my fenti-
ments, 1beg leave very fhortly to ftate why I fhall conti-
nue to oppefe any prcduﬂlon of papers. The honourable
gentleman (Mr. Francne) fuppoies there may be fome want
of private intelligence from India. I do affurc him that is
not the cafe. 1 believe there is not an officer who formerly
ferved the Company, who has not received as full an ac-
count of the laft campaign as the Gazette contains; I hold
one of thofe accounts now in my hand, but the Houfe
need not be alarmed, for I mean only to read a fingle line
of it, which is diré®ly applicable to the prefent fubjec.
It comes from a very near relation of mine; an officer who
commands one of the corps in Lord Cornwallis’s army,
which he alfo commanded in the laft war under Sir Eyre

Coote, and as he means to return heme after the clofe of
, .
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this war, the communication of his fentithents cani do him
no poffible harm. * He has- had thfec-and-twenty years ex-
perience inIndia, Speaking of the intelligence that they
had received from England, and of our proceedings, he
fays, ¢ I wonder Lotd Cotnwallis has been treated with
« fo little ceremony by Govetninent at home. The pub-
¢ lication of the treaties, and the debates thereon, may do
« mifchief,” by giving ‘birth to jealoufies in the breafts of
¢ our allies.” * With this opinion before me, confirmed as-
the propriety of it is, by what pafled in the laft war, T cer-
tainly thould oppofe the produ&ion of any papers while this
war continues, and though I hope and believe that it is ho-
nourably and fuccefsfully concluded by this time, yet as it
is within poffibility that it may flill be pending, 1 would not
hazard the ill confequences of farther difcuflions in this
Houfe. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas)
fets up a fort of diftin€ion between the events of this day
and thofe of the former war, becaufe the original inquiry
at the firft period commenced in a Secret Committee. But
the Committee reported every thing to the Houfe; all fecret
confultations, minutes, and negociations, and upon thefe
were grounded a feries of criminatory refolutions now upon
your journals, clofing with the folemn opinion of a former
Parliament, that the firft fubjet in India, the Ggvernor
General (Mr. Haftings) ought to be removed. Thefe re-
folutions arrived m Indifin Auguft, 1782, the moft cri-
tical moment of the laft war, when the Britifh Empire ac-
tually hung by a thread, and I can bring proof to your bary
that thofe mifchievous refolutions ftopped the ratification
of the Mahratta peace for feven months, and moft abfurdly
weakened the Govermnent of Bengal, on which every other
depended, atthe time f all others, when it required every
poffible fupport from home. So thinkfg, Mr. Speaker, ¥
fhall certainly oppofe the produ&ion of papers in this war,
though our fituation is fo materially different, having all
Indna with us now except Tippoo Sultan, and no European
onemy to deal with; it may poffibly be afked, why, think-
Vou. XXXL Aa
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fncnlthl, was I fo snxious for the produlion of certain’
papers in the Jat year? I will fairly tell the Houfe why.
" Ty were thea to determine whether they would continue
the impeachment now depending, and byw they would esw=
tinue it. The leading feature of that impeachment, was
. an alledged breach of treaty. I kmow that the only two
treaties which had been concluded by the orders of the Board
of Control, were broken, amwcd’ly broken, and upon the
plea of their being inefficient. My regard for the dignity
and the confiffency of Parliament, made me anxious thatthey
fhould have an opportunity of confidering how far it became
them to continue a profecution for an alledged breach of
treaty againft 'one genfleman, while they had proofs of a
breach of treaty by others lying upon their table. The right
hoaourable gentleman’' (Mr. Dundas) fo fully coincided in
opinion with me, that he declared he fhould defervedly lofe
all credit with the public’ if he continued a profecution
againft Mr. Haftings for a breach of treaty, and approved
of fuch a proceeding in others. He differed with me, iz
the fact, denying there had been any breach of treaty at all.
The papers were produced. The faét appears from the
candid and honeft confeflion of the parties who broke the
treaties, and affigned as a reafon, becaufe they thought them
inefficient.  Such a proceeding is contrary to the language
held by the King’s Minifters, of their facred regard to the
faith of treaties, and their detti..inatioa to preferve them
luvialate in India. It is equally cbnt'rary to the principles
on which we go on with the impeachment of Mr. Hattings ;
but when the Houfe in its wifdom bad detetmined #o go on
with that caufe, I dropped the fubjet; and being of opinion,
that if the war is not yet concluded, the farther produc-
tion of paperd may be mifchievous, Ifhall certainly oppofe
* the motion.

The queftion was then put and carried on each of Major
Maitland’s motions, except the laﬁ which was negatived
without a divifion.

M. HIPPISLEY faid, that when he gave notice of his *
motion on Friday, at the {ame time he fully flated to the
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Houfe his motives for fo doig. Having fince had fome
converfation with the right honourable gentleman oppofite,
he underftood that he acquiefced. He fhould therefore
move,

1. * For copies or extralts of any letters from the late
¢¢ Sir Archibald Campbell and Brigade Major Bannerman,
¢ relating to, or authorifing the purchafe of Cranganore
¢ and Jacottah, by the Rajah of Travancore.”

2. % For copies of all correfpondence between the late
% Sir Archibald Campbell and the Rajah of Travancore,
& relative to the faid purchafe.”

Thefe motions were agreed to without any debate.

Mr. Chancellor PITT prefented to the Houfe, by His
Majefty’s command, the following Papers :

L

Extrad of a Difpatch from His Majefty the King of Pruffia
to Count Goltze, dated at Reichenbach, the 7th of
Augufl, 1790.

YOU will have already feen by my preceding difpatches,
that, in the conferences at Reichenbach, we had proceeded
fo far as to fign, on the 27th of July, certain declarations,
by which the King of Hungary epgaged to conclude an
armiftice, and afterwards aEhnitive peace, with the Otto-
man Porte, on the bafis of the fatus quo before the war.
Thefe declarations, made under the mediation and guaranty
of the maritime Powers, have juft been ratified on each
fide; the ratifications were exchanged yefterday, and I
fend you inclofed copics of thofe acls, which you may
communicate to the Ruffian Miniftry. You will, at the
fame time, defire a conference with the Vice Chancellor
Count d’Ofterman, and make the following overtures to
him::

That ber Majefty the Emprefs of Ruffia will be pleafed

0 recolle@ that I have for feveral years, in concert wich
Aaa
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my allies, émployed and offered my good offices,: for effelting
the re-oltablithment of peace in Europe: that the ng of
Hungary and Bohemia having, on his accéfijon to the' throne
of his anceflors, manifcfted to” me difpofitions favourable to
fuch pacification, *a long corrcfpondence enfued betwsen us;
in confequcncc of which we agrecd that a negociation fhould
be opc.md at Refchenbach, in Silefia: that our refpcétive Ple-
nipotentiaries buing there affembled, had proceeded to fign, on
the 27th of July, certain declarations, purporting in fubftance,
that his Apoftolic Majefty would conclude an armiftice with
the Porte, and afterwards a definitive peace, on the bafis of
the flatus quo, as it exifled before the prefent war ; and that
he would take no farther part in it, contenting himfelf with
kceping the foitrefs of Chocziia, as a ncutral depofit, to the
end of the war between Ruffia and the Porte: that endeavours
fhould be ufed to affemble a congrefs, for the fubfequent con-
clufion of a definitive peace, *under my mediation and guaranty,
and that of the maritime Powcrs, which the Minifters of thofe
powers have allo promifcd, by the above-mentioned declara-
tions figned at Reichenbach: that, guided by my conitant
fricndfhip for her Mujelly the Emprels of Ruflia, and by my
reliance on her pacific aud modcrate fentiments, I thought it
incumbent on me to communicate thefe events to her Imiperial
Majefly, flattering myfclt, that, accoiding to the cxample of
the King of Hungary and Bohemia, fhe would be willing to
accede to the j rinciples of the pacification, of which we have
laid the foundation ¢ that T exprefsly took the libesty to invite
that Princels thercto, antrus | <3gefe to her to concur ina ge-
neral pacification under my mediation, “and under that of my
allies, eitherina general congrefs, or in fuch other manner as
may be agreed upen.

Thele offers are ditated by the moft fiirndly and difinte-
refted principle.  The refult of my negociatiuns with the King
of Hungary clearly demonfirates that principle; and nothing
will be wanting, on my part, towards furnifhing, on this oc-
cafion, her Majefly the Emprefs of Ruifia, with proofs of my
fincere friendthip {or her.  1laving no other objeét than that
of re-eftablithing and fecuring gencral peace and tranquillity,
* ypon jult and moderatc grounds, and fuch as are proper for

maintaining the balance of power, I am willing to flatier my
3

.
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§elf that her Tmperial Majefty will do juftice both to my #ios
tives and to my fentiments, and that fhe will be plenfed to g:ve
me a fpeedy and precife anfwer. .

II.

Extract of a Letter from the Duke of Leeds ta Mr. Whntworth,
dated November 14, 1790.

THERE appears to be fome ground for believing, that the
impediments to a gencral pacification, arifing from the deter~
mination of the Emprefs not to accede to the mediation of the
allics, may be removed by their receding from that term, and by
their fubftituting in its place the offer of employing their good
offices for bringing about a pacification between the Court of
St. Peterfburgh and the Porte.

As the produétion of fuch an effet is the fole object which
His Majefty has in view, he is of courfz defirous of employing
fuch means for its attainment as, without receding from’ the
prnciple which has 1! along influenced his condué, appear to
be moft likcly to biiug ubout an eyent fo extremely defirable.
With this view 1 tiunk it proper to dire& you, in cafe any
overture on this fubjc& fhould be made to you by the Vice-
Chancellor, to iniorm that Minifter, that, fhould the Emprefs
agree to enter into a negociation with tho Porte on the bafis of
the ffatus quo, fuch as it exilted before the commencement of
the war, His Majefly will no Jonger continue to urge his for-
mal mediation, but willidmpfSy his good offices and influence,
in conjun&ion with his allies, to engage the Turks to make
peace on that prmuplc You will, however, at the fame
time, be carcful not to extend this overture, on the part of
His Majeity, to any cafe in which his interference may be re-
quefted, onany other principle than that I have juft mentioned.

As an additional proof of His Majefty’s defire to bring about
the withed for objett of a peace between thofe powers, and as
much as poffible to render the difpofition of the Emprefs more
conciliatory, I muit farther defire that you would take an oppor- -
tunity of infinuating to the Vice-Chancellor, that His Majefty
will employ his good offices and influence to engage the Turks
to give a formal aét of renunciation of the Crimea, under the
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m«:(ﬁ;dhu A mceﬂion of this tmpormt ohﬁa&.y
» km&p origin and avowed purpofe of the war, cannot bé.’
fe to her Imperial Majefty ; and muft, I fhould hopex
be fufficient to fatisfy her withes, and to induce her to agree to
\ a patification, dh the terms propofed by His Majefty and His
“allies.

IIL

!ma& of a Letter from the Duke of Leeds to Mr. Whitworth,
dated December 24, 1790. '

MY difpatch, No. 13, which was forwarded to you by
Brooks the meflenger, on the 14th ultimo, will have fuffici-
ently explained to you the fentiments of His Majefty’s fervants
.on the fubje& of the terms on which they think the pacification
" in the Nosth of Europe may be compleated, as well as the line
of conduét to be purfued by yourfelf in your confergnces with
the Vice-Chancellor. :

- 1V,

Extraét of a Letter from Mr. Whitworth to the Duke of Leeds,
dated St. Peterfburgh, January 10, 1791.

COUNT Ofterman this morning communicated to me the
purport of the inftrutions tranfinitted by this opportunity to
Count Woronzow, and which tomaixsesthing more than a
mere reference to thofe lately communicated to your Grace, in
which her Imperial Majefty abfolutely refufes admitting the
principle of the Afarus guo, and confents only to agccept His

:' Majefty’s good offices, inafinuch as they may tend to procure
for her the indemnification fhe requires of Oczakow and ite
diftri&t.



A DEBATES . - 18
: V. ,
‘Extrat of the Report of a Conference held the 22d of January,

1791; O. S between the Vice-Chancellor Count "Ofter-
man and Mr. Whitworth. o

-
.

TRANSLATION.

THE Vice-Chancellor faid to the Englith Envoy, that,
with regard to his laft communication, her Imperial Majefty
ordered him to declare, that fhe had, in her late anfwers,
clearly manifefted how impoffible it was for her to confent to,
the propofition made by England, -touching the pacification
with' the Turks, on the footing of the fatus quo ante Bellum,
that now fhe can only refer to thofe anfwers, and efpecially
as the Court of England had not hitherto made any reply to
them.

Mr. Whitworth took a memorandum of what the Vice-
Chancellor had juft communicated to him, in order, as he
faid, to make a report of it to his Court ; and afterwards afked
whether the anfwer which he had then ‘reccived had already
been fentto London. To which the Vice-Chancellor an-
fwered Yes, and read to him the orders fent the 16th of this
month to Count Woronzow ; adding, that the whole had been
forwarded by the ordinary conveyance of the poft. He after-
wards defired Mr. Whitworth to fupport, on his fide, in the
moft efficacious manner, the juft demands of Ruffia.

- gl ‘-‘Vi’.

Extra®of a Letter from Mr. Whitworth to the Duke of Leeds,
dated St. Peterfburgh, February 5, 1791.

COUNT Ofterman having communicated to me yefterday
the contents of the anfwer, which has been-tranfmitted, fome
days ago, by the poft, to Count Woronzow, I bave no longer
any pretext for detaining the meflenger Wiffin, and difpatch
him accordingly. Your Grace ‘will, before his arrival, have
feen the little cfie@ of His Majefty’s endeavours to convince
this Court of the neceffity of peace on reafonable conditions ;
and that the Emprefs ftill abides by her formger refolution, with
even a more determined inflexibility.
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. Friday, 10th February.

The Mariné Mutiny Bill was read a fecond time, and com-
mitted for Monday.

The Houfe refolved into a Committee of Supply, Mr. Ho-
bart in the chair.

M:r. Chancellor PITT faid, he rofe to move a fum for the
payment of the navy debt. The amount of the debt for the
year ending December 1792, he ftated to be 70,000l. lefs than

"jt was the year preceding 3 and but for-the armaments againft
Spain and Ruffia, which were attended with uhavoidable ex-
+pence, the decreafe would have been more than 200,000l
The fum he meant to mové for defraying the expence occa-
fioned by the laft armament, was 1315000l., and the reafon
why he did not move for more was, that the fum voted for the
Spanith-armament had been found, to ¢xceed confiderably the
expence of ‘that armament. This faving was owing to the
flores, and other articles, which were fold afterwaids. He
did not mean to [ay, that 131,c00l. was the whole expence of
the Ruffian armament, he knew it was much more, but it was
impoflible to know the cxaét amount, till the proper returns
were made from the different dock-yards, and the neceffary
information arranged at the diffcrent offices. He therefore
moved, ¢ Thata fum not excceding 131,000l. be granted to
¢ His Majefty for the difchargc of the navy debt.”

"Fhe refolution was agreed to_and ordcred to be reported
on Monday. T

The Houfe in a Committce of Ways and Means, Mr. Ho-
bart in the chair, the Land and Malt Taxes were voted for the
preceding ycar, and ordercd to be reported on Monday.

Mr. DUNDAS gave notice that he fhould, on Monday
next, call the attention of the Houfc to the bills which he had
introduced in the laft feflion of Parliament, for regulating the
payment of feamen’s wages.

Mr. FOXs bill on libels was rcad a fecond time and com-
niitted for Monday, as was alfo the. Qus #arranto bill. )

Mr. ERSKINE faid he had in his hand a petition from the

" proprictors and printers of newfpapers, magazines, &c. the
" object of which was this: The Legiflature having thought fit
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to raife money by+a lottery, among various other expedients to
prevent gambling,. 2nd the felling of any chances dependéit on
the drawing, but lcgal fhases of tickets, had prohibited the
.publifhing of any fchemes of fuch chances under heavy penal-
ties. But it was not intended by the Legiflature, nor under-
ftood by thofe whofe duty it more immediately was to fee the
law put in execution, that thofe penalties were to extend to
the infertion of an advertifement in a newfpaper in the fair way
oftrade. A late decifion of the Court of King's Bench, hotv-
ever, had determined that the infertion of an advertifement of
any fcheme of chances, dependent on the drawiny of the lot-
tery, except the legal lottery fcheme, did fubje&t the printer to
the penalties of the a¢t ; in confequence of which a number of
aQions had been brought by perfons certainly not a&uated by
public motives, againft the printers of newfpapers, for the re-
covery of penaltics to an amount not barely poffibly, but very
probably, ruinous. The proccedings on thefec a&ions had
been quafhed for informality and oppreflion, but others might
ftill be brought. The partigs liable to them were innocent in
point of intention, fince they had acted according to the re-
ceived conftru&@ion of an a& of Parliament. With refpe& to
them, the decifion which fhewed that conftruion to be er-
roneous, | had the effect of an ex poff fucto law. It had been
ufual for the Legiflature to grant relief in fuch cafeg, and even
where men had ignorantly trefpafied againft a penal ftatute,
that had fallen into difufe, as in the cafe of the coal dealers.
The prayer of the petxtlonyer* « therefore, was in behalf of
themfelves, and all Gther perfons concerned, to be relieved from
the penalties incurred under the a& in queftion, previousto the .
decifion in the Court of King’s Bench.

The petition was brought up, and ordered to lie on the table.

The Houfe adjourned.

Monday, 13th February.

The Houfe, in a Committce of Supply, came to the fol-
lowing refolutions, viz.

¢ That it is the opinion of thns Committee, that a fum,
not exceeding 672,482l. be granted to His Majefty for defray-
ing the ordinary expenees of - the navy for 1792.

Vou. XXXI. ‘ Bb:
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¢ 250,000l for the extraordinaries of the navy for 1792.

“ 436,090l. 18s. ofd to make good the deficiency of grants
for the year 1791.

“ 5,3761 17s. 6d. for the civil eftablithment of Nova Sco-
tia.

« 4,520l for the civil eftablithment of New Brunfwick.

¢ 2020l. ditto for the ifland of St. John.

*¢ 1800l. ditto for the ifland of Cape Breton.

¢ 1306l. 7s. 6d. ditto for Newfoundtand.

¢ 4,18¢l. ditto for Bahama Iflands.

¢ g8ol. for the falary of the Chief Juftice of Bermuda ot
Somers Iflands. .

¢¢ 6col. for the falary of the Chief Juftice of Dominica.

“ 6,5051. 7s. for the civil eftablithment of the province of
Upper Canada.

¢ 4,720l for the civil eftablithment of New South Wales.”

Mr. GRLY fuid, that previous to the difcuffion of the fub-
ject of the Ruffian armament, which he took it for granted
the Houfe would have, in confequence of fome queftion to be
brought forward by the other fide of the Houfe, (as had been
the cafe with regard to the Spanifh armament, on account of
the infult offcred to the Britifh flag at Nootka) he would take
the liberty of remarking on fome deficiencies in the papers that
had been laid on the table and printed, and fome circumf{tances
that appeared to require farther explanation, without which
ke thought the Houfe could not properly underftand the whole
of the fubject. He ftated, Et.gﬂbwpy f the difpatch from
Count Ofterman and Count Woronzow was dated O&ober 31,
1760, and the next paper, viz. the memorial from Mr.Whit-~
worth and Count Goltze, was dated May 26, 1791. It feem-
ed impofible to him, that during fo long an interval, nothing
thould have taken place between the Court of Peterfbnrgh and
His Majetty’s Minifters, or between the latter and the Mi-
nifters: of the Ottoman Court. He proceeded to point out
others that feemed equally extraordinary ; the one was an ex-
tra&t of a difpatch mentioned in one of the papers, and referred
to by his Grace the Duke of Leeds in onc of his letters. He
thought the extra@ itfelf fhould be before the Houfe, or it
would not be poflible for gentlemen to underftand the pro-
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priety of the obfervations made upon it. He fuggefted farther
papers d that feemed to be wanting, and particularly the preli-
minaries of peace between the Emprefs and the, Porte, that
the Houfe, after the country had nearly been drawn into an
expenfive and unprovoked war, might fee how far His Mae
jefty’s interference had been neceffary, or the armament jufti-
fiable. They ought alfo to know, what had paffed on the fub-
ject between our Court and the Court of Berlin. All thefe
appeared to him to be material to the difcuflion, indeed fo ma-
terial, that it was fcarcely poffible to go into it without them.
There was alfo another paper which he wifthed could have
been laid on the table, viz. an account of the whole expence
of the armament. The right honourable gentleman, he would
readily admit, had very fairly and very candidly ftated, that
the 131,000l. which the Houfe had been called on to vote, was
net nearly the whole of the expence that the nation had been
put to, but that he was notable as yet, for good and fufficient
reafons, which he had explained, to lay before the Houfe an
exa& ftate of the whole amount of the expence. He lamented
this, becaufe, as laft year, upon the fubjed, they had heard a
good deal of queftions of confidence and queflions of feeling,
and as they had, year after year, voted with the Minifter on
queftions of confidence, he did not doubt but if all the necef-
fary papers, and the whole amount of the cxpence, was before
the Houfe, they would now vote a queftion of feeling, and
agree with him that the condu@ of the right honourable gen-
tleman, refpeé&ing the negociation with Ruffia, had been un-
wife, abfurd, and itapoMtiv:** Before he moved for any of the
papers to which he hadalluded, he begged leave to know whe-
ther any objection would be made to their produion.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he certainly rather confidered
what had been faid as a notice, on the part of the honourable
gentleman, of fome motions that he intended to make on a
future day, than as any thing preparatoty te an immediate mo-
tion ; andif fo, he hoped that {fome day might be fixed for the
difcuflion of any fuch motions. As far as from the curfory
manner in which they had been ftated, he had been able to
collect the nature of the papers which the honaurable gentleman
thought omitted, the anfwer to any motions fer fome of them

‘ Bba
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would be, that no fuch exifted. With regard to others alluded
‘0, they were papers of 2 nature which it would be highly im-
proper to lay upon the'table, and if any motion was made for
their produfion, he certainly fhould hold it to be his indifpen-
fable duty to refift it, and to oppofe the producion of fuch
papers.  As to the laft paper mentioned by the honourable gen-
tleman, viz. that relative to the expence of the armament, he
had before affigned the true reafon why it was not produced,
and was as anxioufly defirous of being able to lay it upon the
table, asthe honourable gentleman could be to feeit. Againit
the day when the difcuffion fhould be brought forward, he did
affurc the honourable gentleman, that no pains on his part
thould be fpared to give the Houfe as full an account of all
_ the particulars of the expence as could poffibly bz made up.
With regard to the fuggcltion of his propofing a day for taking
the matter into confideration, he really felt no reafon whatever
to propofe any queftion upon the fubje to the Houfe ; at the
fame time, if any other gentleman fhould wifh to bring for-
ward a queftion for the fake of offering his obfervations upon
the fubje&, he fhould be perfe&ly ready to meet the difcuflion.

Mr. GREY faid, the right honourable gentleman he per-
ceived meant to obje& to the produ&ion of the papers, the
omiffion of which had been ftated by hin : and as the fubje&
muft be difcufled, he would make a motion for the papers being
laid on the table on Monday next.

Mr. FOX declared, he was fomewhat amazed at the right
honourable gentleman's objeéting to the papers mentioned by
his honourable fricud, becaufc theymwasf.af them would rather
be documents for the defence of the conduét of Adminiftration
than papers of any other defcription. ‘There was one of them
mentioned by his honourable friend, of which, poffibly by ac-
cident, the right honourable gentleman had not taken any no-
tice ; that was, a copy of the preliminaries of pcace between the
Emprefs of Rufliaand the Ottoman Porte, which certainly ought
1o be upon the table.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, ithad efcaped him in his former
reply, or he fhould have ftated that there could not be the fmalleft
obje&ion to laying a copy of the preliminaries of peace between
Ruflia and the Porte before the Houfe, but that the fa& was,
they had not received any official copy of the preliminaries ;

.3 ‘
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that probably they thould foon be able to lay before the Houfe.
®» much more fatisfaory paper, viz. a copy of the definitive
treaty, which they knew to be concluded, from official dif-
patches that had been receiveds and which gave them good
grounds to expe& a copy of the treaty very fhortly.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, as it would be uncertain what
time the bufinefs of finance could come on next Wednefday,
and as it was highly important that gentlemen fhould know
precifely when it would come on, he gave notice that he would
bring it forward next Friday.

The Houfe adjourned.

Tuefday, 14th February.

Mr. RYDER gave notice, that on Tuefday next he meant
to call the attention of the Houfe-to the bounties which had
been given to the herring fitherics. He ftated, that by the laft
a& for that purpole, which expired laft year, a bounty of 30s.
per ton had been allowed ; and he thought it proper to ftate to
the Houfe, thatit was his wifh to renew that a&, and continue
the fame bounty.

The order of the day being read, for taking into confideration
the petition of Mr. Froggart, relative to the Seaford ele@ion
petition,

Mr. PELHAM faid that the circumftances of the petition
inclined him to fay a fcw words on the fubje& of it. The
facts ftated, he took to be of a nature that certainly would pre-~
vent the Houfe frogdifr>Tug it, without a hearing, and when
he mentioned that, the only obje&tion to it was, that it differed
in fome refpc& from that prefented laft feflion, yet while that
variance had arifen from miftake, and was merely in words,
and not in fubftance, hedid not fuppofe that the petition would .
be refufed. He was aware of the regulations fixed by Mr.
Gerenville’s a& ; but not knowing any precedent fince that a&
paffed, he was in hopes, that the time for prefenting fuch pe-
titions being nearly out, the Houfe would grant the prayer of
this petition; were it neccffary to prove the falls, he fhould
call Mr. Froggart to the bar; but fhould at prefent content
himfelf with moving, that the petition of Sir Godfrey Webfter
and John Tarleton, Efq. complaining of an undug eleion for
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the borongh of Seaford, thould be taken inte confideration, or
that time b8 given for them to prepare another petition, in the
pum['e terms of that prefented laft feffion.

* Mt. Chancellor PITT did flot.wifh to enter into any thmg
like a difcuflion of the petition ; becaunfe, he thought the mo-
tion made by the right honourable gentleman was not the firft
fep that ought to be taken; he was ignorant, as well as the
right honourable gentleman, of any precedent that applied ex-
adtly to the prefent cafe ; but he believed, in the moft ancient
times,' it had been the pra&ice of the Houfe, before Mr. Gren-
ville’s a&, to refer every petition of that fort to the Committee
of privileges and elections. He did not know that this ought
to be done now: but, as fince Mr. Grenville’s a&, no renew-
ed petition had ever been received which differed from that pre-
fented in a former feflion, he fubmitted to the Houfe, whether
it would not be better to refer the petition either to a Sclect
Comuittee, the Committee of Privileges, or an open Com-
mittee.

The SPEAKER ftated to the Houfe, that on the meeting of
a new Parliament it was ufual to form a Committee of Privi-
leges, and another of election, but that motion was not made
at the beginning of every feflion, fo that there was now a Com-
mittec of Privileges, but nonc of eleétion. The petition there~
fore might be either referred toa Committee of Privilege, a fe-
le&, or an open Committee.

Mr. FOX faid there could be no difference of opinion on
one point, which was, that if the petitioners were entitled to
be heard on their firft petition, and lmenet.2&ered the fubftance
inthe prefent, it would be great injuftice to difcharge it, with-
-out giving them an opportunity to prefent one exally fimilar
to that of laft year. He had no objetion to a Committee,
provided it did not, by lengthening out the time, prevent the
petition from being taken into confide. dtion.

M. SERJEANT WATSON faid he believed he recol-
le&ed a cafe in point, which was, that of Morpeth, in 1775,
on that occafion both petitions were referred to a felet Com-
mittee to examine if there was any difference between them,
and report to the Houfe.

This precedent was adopted, and Mr. Pelham having, with
leave of the Houfe, withdrawn his motion, it was moved, that
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the cafe of Morpeth be reud, and followed with this addmon,
that the Committee do report, not only whether there is a dif-
ference, but what the difference is, between the two petitions.
A Committee was named, and the Houfe adjourned.

Wednefday, 15th February.

Mr. STANLEY faid, that feeing an honourable gentleman
in his place, he would take the liberty to afk if he had yet
fixed on a day for bringing forward his motion for the abo-
lition of the flave trade, or whether the honourable gentleman
meant to bring forward any fuch motion this feffion ?-

Mr. WILBERFORCE fuid, he certainly meant to bring
forward his motion, but was not yet able to fix a particular
day, becaufc he had to confult many perfons who were con-
cerned on the fubject ; when he could, he would give the ear-
licft notice to the Houfe.

Mr. STANLEY trufted that it would be fuch a notice, ‘as
cither would bring on a call of the Houfe, or infurc a full at-
tendance.

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY faid he fhould, on fome future
day, call the@Rtention of the Houfe to the ftate of the convifts
employed on board different hulks, the utility of their employ-
ment, and the propriety of continuing that mode. He had
confidered the fubject a good deal, and was clearly of opinion
that a plan might be adopted much fuperior to the prefent.
That thefe conviéts might be better employed, and at a-much
fmaller expence than at prefent. He had a plan to that effet
to propofe ; and if hg could make it appear to the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, ashe hoped he thould, he was confident that
he fhould not only have his concurrence and affent, but hls
thanks. Preparatory, therefore, to this plan, he had to fub—_

" mit feveral motions to the Houfe, in order that proper infor-
mation might be had before the plan was propofed. He then
moved,

¢ That there be laid before the Houfe an account of the
“ contraét {ubfifting between Government and Mr. Duncar
¢ Campbell, refpeting the maintenance and fupport of the
“ conviéts now employed in the Hulks, or elfewhere.”

¢ An account of the number of fuch conviés, in what



zgi ) PARL‘I"A“E’WERY K. 1792
* work they are employed, and the expenceof their main.

. temnee

Thefe motions were agreed to.

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY faid the plan of fending con-
vi&s to this diftant colony called for much examination. In
punifhing individuals for aéts of injuftice, Government fhould
take care themfelves not to do any a& of injuftice. The fend-
ing of convi&s, under the fentence of tran{portation for a ftated
time, to a place fo diftant, and under circumftances fo diftref-
fing as to make it impoffible for them to return when the time
of their tranfportation expired, was certainlyan a& of injuftice.
From this confideration, and alfo from doubts which he enter-
tained of the good policy of the fcheme, he fhould have to fub-
mit fome motions to the Houfe, He then moved,

¢ That there be laid before the Houfe an account of the ex-
# pence of the ftores and provifions, either fent or now to
*¢ be fent, to New South Wales, fince the lalt account has
¢ been made up.” :

¢¢ Copics of the letters and correfpondence of Governor Phi-
" lips refpeting the nature of the climate, and fertility of the
* foil of New South Wales, and what numbeggpf perfons it
¥ could in future be reafonably expe@ed to fupport.”

¢ An account of the number of perfons embarked on board
' the Neptune, Scarborough, and Surprife, and how many of
¢ them arrived at New South Wales, and the ftate of their
%¢ health.”

¢¢ Copies of the contra@s entered into between Government
* and the proprietors of thips, refpe&ifg wt fupplies and main-
*¢ tenance of fuch conviéts.”

‘¢ Such copies or extra&s of letters and papers relative to the
* tranfportation of fuch convi@s as have been received at
*¢ the Navy Office, Treafury, or the Secretary of State’s Office,

% fince the laft accounts had been made up.”

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY commented upon the grounds
of his re{pe&ive motions, and obferved thatit was, he believed,
nearly four years fince the firft eftablifhment of a colony at
Botany Bay, but no fatisfaory accounts had yet been received
that South Wales poffefled fertility enough to fupport thofe
who were fent there. It was indeed, a circumftance to bela-~
mented, that after a voyage fo perilous and expenfive, afpot
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could not have been found lefs liable to obje&ion. - It was
furely becoming of Government to punith offenders who were
guilty of injuftice, but in doing fo, it particularly beeame them
to be guilty of no injuftice themfelves. The extreme diftance
of the colony and the little profpe& of a power of a return
home, when thofe who were fenienced to tranfportation for a
given number of years, had ftaid there the full term of their
fentence, amounted, in his mind, to grofs injuftice; and under
all the circumftances, he confeflcd he thought that Botany Bay
was a fpot that ought to be abandoned, and fome new one
chofen more fertile, more produive of provifion, and morzs
likely to yield the neceffary ftores. Calamitous indeed, muft
be the fufferings of the unfortunate convi&s, if to the miferics
they fuftained in their voyage, was to be added the want of the
neceffary fertility to fupport them in the place to which th;:y
were conveyed. He fpoke particularly of the difafters and
deaths ftated to have befallen thefe unhappy perfons on board
the Neptune, as rclated in a letter figned Thomas Evans, and
faid he made no doubt but that the right honourable Sccretary
of State, who had himfelf engaged the fhips, would attend to
the matter wigh that attention and humanity which marked his
chara&ter, and with that celerity and difpatch which the exigency
of the cafe required.

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that he did not rife to
make any oppofition to the motion made by the honourable
Baronet ; but he could not but think, from the manner in
which the honourable Baronet had mentioned the fubjeét, that
it was neceffary for'Rim to fay a few words. He dcclared, he

only wifhed to prevent an impreflion going abroad that no fteps
" had been taken to inveftigate the matter by Government. On
the contrary, every meafure had been taken by him that could
* fuggeft itfelf as proper for the occafion. He had immediately
fent to the Comptroller of the Navy, in whofe province it lay,
to have the fa& inquired into with all poffible diligence and ac-
curacy ; and he was ready to lay before that Houfe the whole
of the refult, which would prove that the contra® had been
made in the moft ceconomical way that it could be made, at-
tending at the fame yme to the comfort and eafe of the conviéls.

Vor. XXXI. Ce
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Mr. ALDERMAN CURTIS faid, he did not rife to op- -
pofe the motion, but to fay what he well knew to be the fa&, -
that the mortality arofe from the elementsalone ; for that after
paffing the Cape, the fhip met with the moft tempgftuous and
worft weather any veffel could have experienced.  The Alder-
man added a few words in fupport of the humanity of the Cap-
tain and his good charaéter.

Mr. Chancellor PITT prefented feveral papers on the fub-
je& of the Ru:flian armament.

Mr. GREY wifhed to know if thefe werc all the papers
meant to be prefented, and being told acrofs the table by the
Chanceller of the Exchequer, that they were, gave notice that
he thould move on Monday for {everal other papers, which he
cqneeived to be neceffary.  In the mean time he thould make
a motion, to which lic conceire.! M re could be no objection,
viz. ¢ For the datcsat whies oo prcfs—warrams were iffued and
¢ recalled in 1790, wnd :791.”

In a Commitics «f Supply, the Secrctary at War rofe to
move the ordinary and extraordinary of the army.

Mr. FOX faid it had not been ufual to move the extraordi-
nary on the fame day with the ordinary, and as it was unex-
peéted, gentlemen, who wifhed to make remarks on the latter,
might be difappointed.

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid no {urprife was inten-
ded, and if any gentleman withed the extraordinary to be poft-
ponéd, he was ready to let it ftand over to another day.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid the reafgp of taking a feparate
day for the extraordinary of the army was, that the eftimate of
it could fcldom be prefented fo foon as that of the ordinary ;
but as both eftimates had been this year prefented at the fame
time, there could be no obje&ion to voting them on the fame
day, efpecially as notice had been given that it was intended to
bring forward all the eftimates as early as poffible. If, how-
ever, any gentleman would fay, that there wasany thing in the
eftimate of the extraordinary, which he had not had time to
confider, he had no objetion to putting it off till another day.
The only difference would be, that when he came to open the
general qu the finances on Friday ; a day of confiderable
expe&auo%the part of the Public, he fhould have to men-
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- tion the amount on the Eﬂimate, inffead of 2 vote of the
Heufe. :

Mr. FOX faid, it was impoffible for him to fay that the
eftimate of the extraordinary contained any thing to which he
fhould obje&t ; for not expecting it to come on, he had not
examined it, : .

Mr. STEELE faid, that in former years when the ampunt
of the extraordinary was confiderable, it was impoffible to make
up the eftimate fo foon as that of the ordinary, which was the
true reafon of their being moved on feparate days. Now that
the amount was lefs, they were both prefented, and might both
be voted togcther.

General BURGOYNE faid that Members in general were
not apprized of this, and it certainly would be better to adhere
to the old, and he believed the invariable, rule of feparate days.

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, hc had heard enough
to induce him to poltpone the cxtraordinary till another day.

In the ordinary of the army he had now the fatisfa&ion of
being able to ftate a confiderable reduélion ; and although the
defenfive force of the kingdom was not a branch of the public
expence, in which he thought it wife to be too faving, he was
happy to find the fituation of the country fuch as to admit of a
confiderable faving being made. In 1783 the peace efiablith-
rent of the army could not be finally fettled, the regiments on
foreign fervice not being returned.  In 1785, it was fettled at
feventy-threc regiments, of 410 men, cach divided into eight
companics, with two companics en fecond.  In 1788 and 1789
they were formed ipt~-segiments of ten companies each. It
was now propofcd, that cach regiment fhould confift of 360
rank and file, divided into ten companies, without any com-
panies en fecond. A farther reduction of threc men per com-
pany wasintended, making the whole reduction, in each regi-
ment, 7o rank and file.

The rcafon for the redu@ion of thrcg men per company was,
that in the courfc of time, the fum appropriated for the necef-
faries of the foldicr had fallen fo far fhort, that the three fhile
lings a weck intended for his actual fubfiftence, had been re-
duced, in fome inftances, to eighteen pence, and, in general,
he believed, to two fhillings. Where 360 men was the eftab-

Cca
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difhrient of each regimen;_, it was generally found that they
were five or fix per company deficient. It was therefore thought
pra&ticable to reduce the eftablifhment three men per company,
without any redu&ion.of the effeftive force, and appropriate
the faving, to make good the deficiency in the fum appropri-
ated for the neceffaries of the common foldier, fo that there
might be no dedu@ion from the three fhillings for his weekly
food.

In the plantations the regiments muft continue on their for-
mer eftablithment till Midfummer, fo that the faving for the
prefent year would be lefs than for the year enfuing.  For this
year the total faving would be 45,3171, which the additional al-
lowance to the common foldier would reduce to 23,000l. In,
future the total faving, including fome redu&ion of the ftaff
and other articles, would be 84,770l. which the additional al-
lowances would reduce to §1,403l. the net ultimate annual fav-
ing to the Public.

A régiment of cavalry was raifcd for Jamaica, which he had
not included in the eftimate, becaufe, if continued, it would
be paid for by the illand. He trufted the whole faving would
be found rather more than Icfs than he had ftated it, and hoped
the Committee would feel with him the pleafure which fuch a
reduétion ought to afford, not only as eafing the public burdens,
but as a pledge of the happinefs, peace, and fecurity, which
the country enjoycd.

He concluded with moving the firlt of the followmg refo-
lutions, viz.

285,264l. 125. 91d. for the charge ®f%7013 men for guards
and gerrifons, to the 24th of June, 1792. The following are
what he fubfequently moved.

275,140l. 19s. 3d. for the charge of 1 5701 men far ditto,
to the 24th of December, 1792.

170,193L. 9s. 63d. for forces in the Plantations, to the 24th
of June, 1792.

149,294l. 16s. 5d. for ditto.

4»250l. 125. 8d. for difference between the Britifh and Irith
eftablithment, to the 24th of June.

2,903l. 4s. 7d. for ditto, to the 24th of December, 1792.

- 8,3451. 16s. 2d. for pay to troops in India. >
3
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98,0371. 15s. for recruiting land forces, comingenciel,‘

15,064l. 11s. for full pay to fupernumerary* oﬂiccrs,
6,4271. 6d. for General and General Staff Officers.
53,338l. §s. 2d. for allowance to Paymafter General, &c.
159,9971. 10s. for reduced officers of land forces and ma-
rines. -
202l. 10s. for allowancesto private gentlemen of the horfe
guards.
3,161. 10s. 10d. for officers late in the fervice of the States
General.
55,092l. 10s. for reduced officers of the Britith American
forces.
4,907). 10s. for allowances to reduced officers to ditto.
173,1041. 3s. 4d. for in and out-penfioners of Chelfea Hof-
pital.
9,381l. 13s. 10d. for penﬁons to officers widows.
4,660l. for Scotch roads and bridges.
1,7851. 3s. 8d. for Garrifon and Staff Officers for fevcral pe-
riods in 1791.
8771. 11s. 2d. for expencc and fervice performed by the
Ordnance, previous to the 31ft of December, 1783.
43,2551, 18s. sd. for fervice performed by the Office of
Ordnance in 17g0.
377,898, 1s. 8d. for charge 6f ordnance of land fervice for
1792.
General BURGOYNE faid, he had formerly been an 'ad-
vocate for the fort o1 ¢ftablifhment now propofed, viz. afmalt
number of men, and a great number of officers in proportion.
Experience had induced him to change his opinion. The
principlc on which that fort of eftablifhment was recommended,
was, that in cafe of neccflity the regiments might be filled up
with men, and the officers being in conftant fervice, a well-
difciplined army could thus be foon formed. In no one in-
ftance within his recolleion had this principle been adhered
to. When an additionto the army was wanted, new corps
were conftantly raifed, inftead of filling up the old. He felt
himfelf called upon to make this declaration, becaufe the
Chancellor of the Exchequer had laft year defended the raifing
of independent companies, as the only prallicable mode of re+
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cpuiting the army with fufficient difpatch. This was an
avowal that the principle now adopted for the redu@ion was
found to be a bad one. He applauded the allowance to the
ccmman foldicr, as equally humane and wife, and faid he was
fure that whoever planned it muft be a military man. He
withed the fituation of the fubaltern officers had been confider-
ed at the fame time ; they were ftill obliged to fubfift on the
famne fcanty pittance, although every article of fubfiftance was
thitty per cent. dcarer than when their pdy was originally fet-
tled. He did not feel himfelf of confequence enough to make
any motion on the fubje&, but he hoped thofe who had the
means of giving effctt to a moation, would turn their attention
toit. ‘There was one grievance which certainly ought to be
remedied—their being kept fo long out of their arrears. By
fome mifconftru&tion of the bill, which marked the talents and
the heart of its author (Mr. Burke) it was underftood that the
arrcars couid not be iffucd till the accounts of the regiment
were fent in and fettled.  The accounts of regiments ferving
abroad could not be fettled till after a confiderable interval ;
and from this, and other circumftances, it actually happened
that fome regiments had feven or eight years arrears ftill due.
Delays in fending in the accounts might, perhaps, be owing
to Colonels, Agents, or Paymafters, but certainly could not
to [ubalicrns, who were nut public acceuntants, and it was
hard that they fhould fuffer for the neglect of others.  Four
Years arrears were now duc to his own regiment, and he did
not know 6f any objeion to the accounts.

The SECRETARY AT WAR faidbhe was happy in the
right honourable General's approbation of any part of the plan
he had opened. The raifing of independent, companies was
ro departure from the principle on which a number of regi-
anents on a {mall eftablithment of men were kept up; for it
did not anfwer the purpofe of recruiting the army, without
adding to the number of regiments.  With refpe@ to the delay
in iffuing the arrears, the right honourable Gencral was mifin-
‘formed, and he was happy in an opportunity of thus publicly
correcting the miftake.  The arrcars of the fubalterns were
always iffued on proper application, whether the accounts of
the regiment were fettled or not.  The accounts of the Gene-
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ral’s own regiment were fettled, at leaft as far as dcpended on
the War Office.

General BURGOYNE faxd, the accounts of his own regi-
ment were fettled only for 1787, but this he had mentioned
incidentally, and not as matter of complaint. He fhould be
happy to find that he was miftaken, with refpect to the arrears
of the fubalterns, and wiihid to know when the alteration had
taken place ; for he well recollected, as the Sccrctary at War
thight alfo do, that three or four years ago, a Gene al Officer
had advanced the arrears of the fubalterns of his regiment out
of his own pocket.

The SECRETARY AT WAR fzid, he couldnot call it an
alteration, for he never knew it otherwife, and was confident
that whether the accounts of a regiment were fettled or not,
the fubalterns’ arrears were iffued, as far as depended on the
‘War Office, when proper application was made for them, and
many applications had been made in the laft two years.

Sir J. S. ERSKINE wifhed to know whether, the arrears
were iffued on the application of any individual officer or his
agent, or whether the joint application of all the fubalterns of
a regiment was neceffary ?  If the former was the cafe, it was
of confcquence that it thould be generally underftood, as the
number of late applications mentiened by the Sccretary at
War, fhewed that till lately few had been acquamted with
the mode of applyirg.

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, that if any individual
fubaltern applied for his arrears to the War Office, they would
be iffued, although the accounts of the rcgiment were not fet-
tled,

Colonel FITZPATRICK faid, no reafon had been given
for the addition of Colonel Simcoe’s corps: the Committee’
“ought to have fome reafon before they voted the expence. =

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, the alterationin the
government bf Canada made that corps neceffary.

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS rofe in reply to the obfervation
made by the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, relative to
the new corps for Upper Canada : and he would not hefitate
to fay, that the raifing of that corps met with hns-hearty appro-
bation, and was one of thofe meafures which, in his opinion,
refleted great credit upon Adminiftration, as well as the ho<
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snourable-gentleman who'is now appointed-Licutenant Gover-
nor of Upper Canada. He would explain to the Committee
whit' was the nature of that corps, and what were the advan-
tages to be expe&ted from it. It was certainly a military corps
fo far, as that thofe who compofed it, and were fent out to
that fettlement, were to be under military difcipline, when
they left this country, and after they were therc, but they were
to a& in another capacity : it muft be well known, that there
was a great part of that country which it would be neceflary to
clear, and thofe men were to be employed for that purpofe ;
when it was effefted, the intention was, that each fhould
have a tra&t of land allotted to him, inftead of receiving pay
as a foldier, and by thcle means the country would not only
be cleared, and rendered ufeful to the inhabitants, but thofe
very inhabitants would, frop having a neceffary attachment to
what their «induftry had made their property, be, in confe-
quence of their military {kill and habits, enabled to prote&
the province, and anfwer cvery purpofe of a militia. With
regard to the expence of this corps, he contended that it was
trifling in comnparifon with that of a new regiment ; it con-
fifted only of 400 men, who were to be fent as a military
force to defend and prote&t the province, likewife to be em-
ployed as artificers in every work that might be required, and
to become to all intents and purpofes inhabitants, whofe in-
tereft it would be to a&t as militia, and who would tend to in-
creafe the population and profperity of the colony. The ex-
pence of a new corps was fumething above eleven thoufand
pounds ; the expence of this would nof "be fo much by three
thoufand ; fo that when the utility of the meafure was com-
pared with the expence, and the beneficial confequences that
were cxpe&ed to take place confidered, ye had no doubt but
the Committee would fce the wifdom and propriety of the
meafure. This he had thought it neceflary to fay in expla-
nation, on a fubje which had originated fince he had the ho-
nour to fill the place he now held, and which, he owned, had
always met with his unequivocal fupport and approbation.
Mr. FOX was always ready to thank thefe entrufted with
the adminiftration of affairs, whén they thought proper to give
y fatisfattory account or explanation of meafures that were
fs the public expence, or take money out of thg poc-
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ks of the people ; and fo' far ‘a6 the honoursble Secretary’s”

War had explained the oftimates that he had brought forwitd, the
Committee was obliged to him. -+ There wasone fubje&t which
hadbeen touched upon in the latter part of hishonourable friend’s
fpeech, upon which he did not conceive that any famfa&ory
anfwer had been given ; he meant the arrears due to fubaltern
officers. It certainly was not his intention to fay, nor would
he fuppofe that the blame lay in the honourable Secretary’s Of-
, ﬁce, becauft he knew it could not be his with ; yet it undoubt-
'edly was a realanda cruel fad, that this grievance had exifted ;
and that it was now remedied, or how latcly that remedy had
been applied, he knew not, nor did the honourable Baronet
feem to know himfelf when the {ubalterns were relieved from
fo unjuft and fevere a hardfhip. As to the propofed reduction,
it certainly had his approbation as to the principles of it,
though he by no means approved of the manner in which it
was to be done, nor could he fee any reafon why it was not
done long ago, or why it was not now carried to 2 much
greater extent. He however approved of it, though it did not
go near fo far as he could have wifhed ; but he was none of
thofe who, hecaufe fomething like what ought tobe was done,
thought it unneceffary to enquire why more was not done;' or
why that was not done at an earlier period ; fuch people would
fay, they have given us fomething good, and though it is not
what we ought to have, we fhall be content with it, and afk
no queftions why you did not do more. 'When he had the ho-~

nour to hold a place in His Majefty’s councils, he had propo-

¥ed a reduion of the army, butnotin the mode now adopted ;
he wifhed to reduce the number of regiments co fixty-four, in-
ftead of which the eftablithment had been kept up to feventy
regiments, befides new corps raifed for the Eaft-Indies; and
now one far Canada, and another for the Weft-Indies, at the
very time when we are talking about a reduction of the army.
He'never had agreed in opinion with thofe who argued, that
keepingup fkeleton regiments was 2 preferable mode to having
fewer in number, and-thofe fuller of men : and though officers
might maturally approve, without any imputation of blame,
of regiments confifting more of officers than men, yet no one
argument had ever been ftated, in his recolletion, whereby it
Vor. XXXI. - . -Dd - .
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eared that thele kcletbaregiments; wse cofipletéd in cals

f drgency, with greater facility and expedition than new corps
cou!d bé raifed. He had often converfed with officers of ex-.
pesience and known abilities on " this fubje®; but he never
could learn from any,of them, that this, mode of keeping up a
fkeleton effablithment was a good one, either in theory or prac-
tice. He therefore withed, that while we were ferving the
" finances, we would ferve the conftitution; and he never could
agree to a fyftem which was the leaft in. point of faving, and
the greateft in point of patronage ; in fhort, the only benefi-
cial, conftitutional, and effeGual mode of reducing the army,
was, in his opinion, a reduion of corps, arid not of men.
He came next to notice what had been faid by the right honour-
able Secretary, refpe&ing the nature of the Canada corpg,
though he confefled that great part of what the right honour-
able gentleman: had faid, was, inftead of being explanatory,
rather beyond the reach of his comprehenfion.  The right ho-
nourable Sccretary withed that the Committee would not con-
fider them as a regiment, nor think them any addition to the
army cftablithment, becaufe, he faid, they were not fent out
for milit.ry purpofes, but to clear the country, ang afterwards.
to inhabit it. Hetrufted the Committee would beware of fuch
arguments ; we had already feen fimilar inftances, fuch as the
corps of artificers for Gibralter, and others that he could men-
tion. But the honourable gentleman had faid they were to be-
come a militia to defend this fettlement, after they had cleared
it, and to prote& the property which their induftry had enti-
- "tled them to poffefs ; and they were, he underftood, to people
the province too.  As to a militia, if “the honourable gentle-
man was ferious, he would afk, What was the neceflity for
fending a corps of regimented officers, and four hundred men,
to form a militia in Canada ? or werc we to confider them as
four hundred drill ferjeants, fent out to inftru& the inhabitants
in the military art? In eftablithing a Government for that pro-
vince; it undoubtedly was the obje&t and with of this country
ta give them one moft fuitable to their circumftances and fitua-
tion, in fhort to eftablith a government for the people, and
not as this military (yftem would indicate, to make a people
Jor the Govetnment ; and he would always contend that the

;wcmnem of any country which required the leaft armed force
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to fupport it was the beft, and the goverament the gteatelt army
to fupport it, the worft. With régard to the officer who'had
got the comsitand of this corps, he believed him in every re-
fpet to be a proper perfon, but was not at all furprifed that
he thould with for a regimént ; indeed he knew few officers
who did not, and he was no ways aftonithed that this officer
fhould have recommended it to Minifters ; yet that recommen-.
dation, without any farther praofs of the utility of fuch an in-
creafe of expence, was not fufficient grounds for the Committee
to vote away thc money of the people. He then noticed the .
propofed addition-to the pay, by the allowance of bread, and
exprefled his fatisfa@ion that a propofition was brought forward
fo beneficial to the private foldier. It had his moft hearty con-
currence, both as to the principle and the mode on which it -
was done ; in fhort, it wasa fubje& upon which, even in this
divided country, there were not two opinions. He was forry
that he muft here, however, take notice of this meafure as be-
ing put in pralice, without the leaft communication with
Parliament. Certainly no Minifter could imagine, that any
individual in that Houfe would have oppofed fo juft, fo ho-
nourable, and fo humane a plan. Why then had this uncon-
ftitutional, and he would fay, unwarrantable method been fol-
Jowed, “he was at a lofs to tell, except it was to introduce that
abominable fyftem, which he had been obliged to reprobate,
in what Re faid in the debate on the King’s fpeech, relative to
the reduction of taxes, which had been propofed from the
Throne without even the knowledge of Parliament; although
no one had been hardy enough to deny the undoubted right of
that Houfe, to originate every meaflure that tended to call for,
or appropriate, the money of their conftituents. This was a
fyftem that he would ever ftrenuoufly oppofe ; becaufe, if itoh-,
tained the fan&ion of Parliament, there would be an end to the
fair and ‘free difcuflion of any fubje&t in that Houfe. In this
way, a Minifter might make any propofition of his own, and
have the purpofe of it done, before Parliament knew any thing
atall of fuch a propofition. Refpe&ing the expence of the
Weft-India corps it had been faid, that it was to be defrayed
by thejfland of Jamaica, and could not be confidered as an ad-
ditional regiment; certainly it was to coft this country fomee
Dd2
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i Wﬂﬁvﬁ, and a¢ certainty by the appoiniment
ﬁfﬁﬁeen, togive & new patronage to the Minifter ; therefore

. could not help thinking that this was, fome how or other,

almg ina regiment upon'the eftablifhment.

M:r, Secretary DUNDAS was forry that when he was up
before he had not been able to make himfelf underftood ; but he
was partly relieved from his apprehenfions on that point, by
having attended dofely to the right honourable géntleman’s
fpeech, by which,’ and his obfervation on what had formerly
fallen from him, he was convinczd that the right honourable
gentleman had underftood him perfeétly. He again explained
what he meant by ftating that the Canada regiment was not
merely for military purpofes, hut that their duty would be
rather of a mixed nature. He mentioned that amongft thofe
who were fent out, there was every fpecies of artificers, for
the various occupations that it might be neccflary to' attend to
in Upper Canada, and which ,would be better executed by
thofe than others ; befides, their being fkilled for feveral years
in military difcipline, would enable them to protc& the coun-
try as a militia ; for he remarked, that it never was meant to
keep them up as a regiment ; after the purpofes of fending
them out were anfwered, they were to be difbanded by degrees,
and to inhabit th: country.” He contended, that the difference
of expence in raifing this corps, was fo comparatively fmall,
that they could not be confidercd as a new regiment migﬁt be.
With regard to the allowance of bread to the private foldiers,
he thought it had been carried into effe@ in the beft and wifeft
manner, for it was made known, and took place at once,
without any previous hint or communication, which certainly
prevented that fpeculation amongft the foldiers which would
have taken placc had it been firft mentioned out of doors, or
evendifcufled in that Houfe, that there was to be any additional
Fay to the army. He faid he had touched upon cvery thing
in the right honourable gentleman’s fpcech that he thought rc-
quired an anfwer, and he trufted had made himfelf underftood
to the Houfe; and if that was the cafe, he had too high an
vpinion of the right honourable gentleman’s abilities and
powers of underftanding, to fuppofe that he could not perceive
the meaning of what the reft uaderftood.

3
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" -Mr. FOX faid, he owned the right hongsirable. gentleman
hd now explained mlummephmlythepurpofeof&uhng
out a regiment for other ufes befides its military capmty—
.they were to be artificers, and work in every employment that
might be neceflary. Now he certainly thought other means
might have been fallen upon for this purpofe,’ nor could he
fee the {malleft neceffity for being at the expence of a regiment,
and adding to the Mnmiter s influence, by appointing the offi-
cers, except it was the opinion of the right honourable gentle-
man, that whenever work was to be done, a regiment muft
be raifed to do it ; and work done in this way, he contended,
wherever it happened, was not done in a cheap way for the
country. .
The refolutions were then feverally put and agreed to, and
ordered to be reported to-morrow.
The SECRETARY AT WAR gave notice that he thould
move the extraordinary of the army on Wednefday next.
The Houfe adjourned.

Thurfday, 16th February. p

.Before the report of the Army eftimates was brought up,

General BURGOYNE ftated, that he meant to move for
an account of arrears due to fubalterns of the different regi-~
ments on the Britifh eftablifhment : he underftood the Secre--
tary at War was to oppofe the produion of this account ;
but he hopcd he would have it in readinefs againft Tuefday,
in cafe the Houfe fhould be pleafed to order it.

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid he confidered this as
notice of a motion, and when that motion came forward, he
would make a reply.

The report was then brought up, and agreed to.

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS faid, that in confequence of
fomething that had paffed laft night, he had been at pains to
find out the exa& difference on the expence of the corps raifed
for Canada, from that of any other corps. He flated the firft
to be little more than fix thoufand pounds, while the latter
excceded ten thoufand. He had omitted to ftate laft night,
that Colonel Simcoe, the Colonel-commandant of that corps,
received no pay by his appointment to it.
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] ,rou information he had known fince laft night. The
ght honourable: gent!mmr had faid, Colonel Simcoe had been
appointed un account of his Jocal knawledge of thatprovince ; -
now, with regard to that officer, he believed no -better, or
miore proper, perfon could be appointed; but as to his local
knowledge, he had heard that the Colonel never was in Ca-
pada before in his life.

" M. Secretary DUNDAS faid, he never'meant to fay fo
but that from the knowledge which Colonel Simcoe had ac-
quired by his fervices in America, he was able to fay, that
there would be no occafion to recruit that corps in future from
England, becaufv there would be many in the neighbouring
countrics who would readily go into it.

Colonel FITZPATRICK faid, he belicved the Houfe
underftood the right honourable gentleman precifely as he had
done. They never could Lave an idea that he meant to men-
tion the Colonel’s future local knowlcdge as the caufe of ap-
pointment.

Lord HOOD prefented an account of ythe dates of iffuing
and recalling the prefs-warrants in 1790 and 1791.

The annual papers were prefented from the India Houfe.

The Houfe adjourncd. )

" Friday, 17th February.

Ina Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider of fo much
of His Majefty's fpcech, on openirg the feflion of Parliament,
as relates to the public revenue and expenditure, the following
paragraphs from the fpeech being read,

« ] entertain the plea.m r hepe, that the redu&ions which
“ may be found pra@icable in the cltublithments, and the
‘¢ continued increafe of the revenue, will enable you, after
¢ making duc provifion for the feveral branches of the public
‘¢ fervice, to enter upon a (yftem of gradually relicving my
“ fubjeéts from fome part of the exifting taxcs, at the fame
‘¢ time giving additional efficacy to the plan for the redu&ion

.* of the national debt, on the fuccefs of which our future eafe
“ and fecurity cﬁ'entla.lly depend ;
¢ With a view to this important obje&, let me alfo res
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. commend it tomummwmmamnﬁd«mm
«,of fuch meafures-as the fate of the funds and oﬁp(tbﬂé‘cm
“ dit may render praflicable and expedient towards a rethisc-
“¢ tion in the rate of interefl of any of the annuities whn':h ire.
¢ now redeemable,”

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the paragraph of His Ma-
jefty’s fpeech, which kad been referred to them, and juft been
read, had already announced to them the moft welcome infor-
mation that could have been received. It had held out to them.
the pleafing expe@ation, after all the difficulties they had ex-
perienced, of the happy period being at length arrived, when
they might be enabled, with fafety to the country, to diminith
in fome degree the burdens of the people, and at the fame time
to give additional efficacy to the plan eftablifhed for the reduc-
tion of the national debt, upon a {yftem which could not fail
‘of producing the moft folid and fubftantial advantages to the
kingdom, and which, therefore, he hoped, would ever be
held facred and inviolable by that Houfe. On the firft day of
the feffion, he had taken an opportunity of ﬁatmg the general
refult of the finances of the country, which he fhould then
proceed more minutely and fpecifically to detail. In entering
upon a field at once fo interefting, and fo extenfive, it would
be in fome fort his duty to trefpafs a good deal upon the time
and attention of the Committee, endeavouring, However, to
comprefs and reduce the fize of the whole as much as the na-
ture and importance of the fubjeét would admit. He faid, he
fhould think it particularly his duty to lay before the Commit-
tee fuch fpecific points as might enable.the Committee them-
felves to judge of the propricty of the refolution he fhould have
tbe honour to fubmit to them, and the ground upon which that
refolution was brought forward ; and in doing this part of his
duty, it was a great fatisfaion to his mind to refle&, that in

- confequence of the frequent difcuffion of the fubje& which had
paffed of late years within thofe walls, the intricacy and my-
ftery of finance no longer exifted, and that gentlemen would
be able to comprehend, and decide without difficulty or embar-
raflment, upon the important points that he fhould have to
detail, and which at the fame time that they were all blended
together in one general view, he withed to detail feparately to
the Houfe, and elucidate his flatement by touching onall the
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ij¥be;. and then proplofé to move in the Cammittee of Supply
- and ‘Comimittee of Wiys and Means, other neceffary refoly-
Mﬁobjcﬂl of which he fhould have occafion te explain
i the courfe of what he had now to fubmit ¢o the Committee:
Some of the articles included in the Supply and Ways and
Means of the prefent year, were yet to be voted, but as the
agount was afcertained by eftimate, and they were of
fuch a nature as not to be likely to meet with oppo-
fition, he fhould ftate, and calculat¢ upon them as already
voted. He fhould firft ftate the permanent income, compared
with the permanent expenditure; fecond, how the furplus
might be applied ; third, how the Houfe might vary the mode
of application on the principles already adopted ; and laft of
all, the reafons on which they might found a probable opinion
of the permanence of the prefent furplus.
The a&ual produce of the permanent taxes,
from sth January, 1791, to sth Januuy, 1792,
was — -£. 14,132,000
The actual produce of the landmdmdt —= ' 2,558,000
In the provifion for the expence of the Spmlh'
armament, there was a eregulation in the ftamp
duties, intended to be permanent, which produced
-about — — — 40,000

‘Thefo three fums, taken together, made 16,730,000
‘The year before, deduding the preduce of the fifty-third
week, which occutring once in fix years, the fair mode of
eftimate. was to diyide .it into fix parts, and add one of thefe
pamm the receipt of each year, the amount of the above

ll.tel ‘Was — _— £.16,437,000
On an average of two years, it was 16,615,000
Of three years - — 16,418,000
Of four years — — — 16,212,000
So that the amount of laft year exceeded the

mmge of four years'by about — ' 500,000

The Committee would therefore fee, that in founding his
eftimasc of the'future pe;manent income on the dverage of four:
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years, hcwnnntmkomngtoofmguine!yon theﬁuuepoﬁ
perity of the revenue ; and that he wes careful, as heought
to be, not to hold out a profped of relicf from public bug-
dens, which was likely to end in public delufion. -

He came next to compare this fum with the annual perma-
nent expence, as eftimated by the revenue Committee of laft
year, with fome additions and deduion, each of wluch he
thould diftinétly mention.

The permanent expence, by the cftimate of the Commit-
tee, was - -~ £.15,969,000
To this was to be added an addmonal charge

on the Sinking Fund, for the Duke of

Clarence, of - - 12,000
For the eftablithment of Upper Canada - 12,000
Propofed sftablifhment for the Duke of York ~ - 18,000

Total - £.16,011,000

From this was to be taken the following reduétions in the
feveral articles of expenditure, including the Heflian fubfidy,
which being now expired, His Majefty’s Minifters were not
of opinion that the circumitances of the country required its
renewal.

In the expence of the navy - - £ 104,000
Of the dock yards - - - 10,000
Of the army - - - 50,000
Haffian fubfidy - - - 36,000

Total - .£.200,00a

* All the above favings would not take place in the firft part
of the prefent year, but they would in the courfe of it, and
might be confidered as permanent. Dedu&ing the amount
from the eftimate of the Committee, with the additions as
above, the future permanent expenditure would be 15,811,000l.
Thus the future permanent income, eftimated on an average
of four years, exceeded the permanent expence, including the
million appmprmed to the gradual reduiion of the debt, by
, Vou. XXXI. Eec :
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, m,oaol. which fum inight be applied in aid ‘of the ‘million
 $or reducing the debt, to the immediate relief of pyblic but-
dexis, or perhaps more wifely divided between both. -
Such was the profpe& for future years, Let the account for
the prefent year be next examined. The Houfe had voted
fupplies :

Navy—Seamcn - - - £.832,000

Ordinary - '. - - 672,000
Extraordinary ‘- 350,000
‘Redué&tion of Debt to cover mcreafe by the

Ruflian armament - - 131,000

Total - 1,985,000

————

Army—Ordinary - - - - * 1,474,000
Extraordinary - - - 277,000
Troops in India - - - 63,000

. Total ~ 1,814,000

The expence of the troops in India was money advanced
for, and to be repaid by, the India Company.

Mifcellancous fervices, including 6,000l. for the expence
of Mr, Haftings's trial, and a fum, he trufled, would be
granted to the fetilers removed from the Mufquito fhore,
145,0@0l. deficicncy of grants for laft year, including 123,000l. .
repaid of the Bank loan, and leffened by about 10,000l the
excefs of the ways and means above the eftimate 436,000l.
tlcficiency of land aud malt 350,000l. then addifg 100,000l
for the produce of the new duty on Malt, it the Houfe thould
think proper to repeal it, and 400,000l. in addition to the fum
for reducing the public debt, and the whole amount of the
fupply would be 5,654,000l

In this account he had faid nothing of the Loyalift’s deben-
tures, becaufe they were provided for by the lottery, nor of
the floating Exchequer bills, which being annually renewed,
would ftand equal on both fides.

- . To provide for this fupply; the ways and means were,
Landand malt . - - -+ £.2,750,000
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The confolidated fund for three quarters, from sth April,
1791, to §th January, 1792, had produced a fum equal to
what it was taken at for four quarters, and eftimating the
fourth quarter on an average of four years, it would furnith
to the ways and means.

The furplus of the confolidated fund on the 5th January,
1792, was 155,000l.

The produce on eftimate from s5th April, 1792, to sth
April, 1793, after repealing certain taxes, 2,300,000l.

, Thefe three made a total of ways and means of 5,691,000l
exceeding the fupply by about 37,000l. The refources of the
prefent year were thereforc amply fufficient to cover the ex-
pence, the repeal of the temporary duty on malt, and the ad~
dition above ftated to the fum forreducing the debt.  In fu-
turc years the expence would be, as becfore eflimated, with
very hittle variation, as far as could be now forcfeen ; although
he did not pretend to fay that there might not be fome addition
to the mifcellaneous fervices. The completion of the dock
yards at home would require fome addition, although the prin-
cipal expence was already incurred ; and if the Houfe fhould
think proper to follow up the plan of fortfying the Weft-In-
dia iflands, that, he was forry to fay, would require a much
more confiderable fum than had been at fuft fuppofed. This,
however, would be matter of future confidcration. He fhould
take an opportunity of fubmutting a diftinét propofition re-
fpeing it, on which the Houfe would decide. He was hap-
py> however, to acquaint the Committee, that by the care of
looking into the public accounts, it was found that the ba-
lances of the public money were not yet exhaufted ; he ex-
peéted a fum of three or four hundred thoufand pounds of im-
preft monics to be paid into the Exchequer in the enfuing year ;
and was confident that the extraordinary refources would be
found fully equal to the unforefeen expences. .

From what he had faid, he hoped the Committee would bs of
opinion, that there was nothing to hinder the immediate repeal
of the new duty on Malt, and the partition of four hundr.d
thoufand pounds, between paying off debt and eafing taxes,
if they fhould be of opinion that it was proper to grant a far-
ther immediate relief.

-

Ee2



zﬁ T FRR L AMENTARY Ao

Yo uhngoﬂ‘uxe-, Mobjeas were to be principall con-
M firft, that the relicf thould be 'cleasly felt
Mmof taxes, inftead of Ferving only tomcreafetheptoﬁts
of the dealers in a particular article, without reducing the price
%o the confumer, which might fometimes be the cafe; and fe-
cond, that the relief thould extend to the yeomanry, artificers,
and induftrious poor. ‘Taxes raifed by affeffments, were well
calculated to anfwer the firft of thefe confiderations, being paid
‘immediately from the perfons on whom they were levied, into
the hands of the receivers for the Public. But there might be
taxeson confumption, which would alfo anfwer this objeét as
well as the fecond, being particularly felt by thofe whom it was
moft defirable to relieve. Of this defcription was the tax upon
malt intended to be repealed. There were three others which
might alfo be fuppofed to unite both confiderations. The tax
on female fervants, paid chiefly, perhaps, by thofe whofe in-
duftry was of the greateft importance to the profperity of the
counitry, amounted to 31,000l. The tax on carts and wag-
gons sffeted the yeomanry and the agriculture of the country,
and the inconvenience to thofe who paid was perhaps greater
than the fum. - It amounted to 30,000l and by the repeat
90,000 perfons would be relieved. The tax of 3s. on houfes
under feven windows was paid by thofe to whom he was forry
to fay that fum, fmall as it was, formed no inconfiderable obje& ;
it amounted to §6,000l. and thie repeal would be an immediate
relief to between three and four hundred thoufand families.
By repealing a halfpenny per pound of the duty on candles, to
take place on the §thof April, and allowinga drawback of the
duty on the ftock in hand at that period, it might be expected
that 2 proportiomal redution in the price wonld 1mmedlately
take place, and the induftry of the country experience a con-
fiderable relief. This, with the former two, would make
about 222,000l.

If the taxes he had mentioned were properly fele@ed, the
only queftion would be the propriety of this divifion of the fur-
plus between the liquidation of the public debt, and lightening
the public burdens. It did appear to him to be the wifeft
courfe, which without infringing on the fyftem adopted for
the redution of the debt, would convince the people that their
cafe was fesioufly and ceQually intended, and prevent any
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rude hand from attempting to vielate that facred prisiciple of
. difcharging public engagements by public means, upon which
mational credit and national profperity fo much depended. “He
was therefore of opinion, that they might fafely apply the
other 200,000l. to the redu&ion of the debt. If they looked
at the progrefs already made, they would be convinced that
the ultimate obje& was not only attainable, but broyght confi-
derably nearer : and in the courfe of his fpeech, he fhould fug-
geft fome improvement of the plan by which it was té be ac-
complifhed.
When the Houfe firt entered on the plan of redution, it
was a queftion, whether the commiffion fhould be allowed on
_the real or nominal fums redeemed, and in which of the feve-
ral funds it was moft advantageous to buy. Fortunately, that
queftion was now at anend. The remaining dcbt would pro-
bably be redecmed at par ; he had preferred the application of
the furplus million to the purchafe of three per cents, as more
advantageous to the credit of the country, and perhaps ulti-
mately to the obje& in view, although apparently lefs fo in
the firft inftance. It would be the means of obtaining better
terms for reducing the four per cents to three and a half, and
then to three ; and the five per cents, at a proper time. In
four years the American Loyalifts would be paid, and if the
Houfe fhiould be of opinion with him, that a lottery wasas
unprejudicial, and as proper a refource as the Public could
have recourfe to, there would be an addition to the public in-
caome of 300,000l. a year, fuppofing the price, of which there
was no reafon to apprehend a fall, while that of every thing
elfe was rifing, fhould continue the fame. By means of thefe
additional aids, twenty-five millions of the threc per cents
would be paid off, and the Public enabled to redeem at par,
. or reduce the intercflt of the five per cents. It was to be un-
derftood, however, that the finkidg fund was to have the
. whole benefit of the intereft redeemed by thefe operations, to
which the faith of Parliament was pledged, till the annual {um
applicable to the redemption of debt amounted to four mil-
Yons. When this was ftated in 1786, thelooking forward to it
at an early period, would have been treated as chimerical ; cal-
culating however on the income and expcnd\ture as he had ftated
them, it might be expected in 5808 ; fo that in fifteen years
3
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from ﬁe)m&mnme would that firplus of four millions, which

ficithet he, nor thofe why thought moft favousably of the plan
of redemption, a few years back have ventured, even to hope
at {o early a period, actually be at the difpofal of ‘Parliament.
He was not fo fanguine as to look for the uninterrupted conti-
nuance of thofe fortunate circumftances which had contributed
fo much to accelerate this period. He could not expeét that
in fiftecn years no accident would happen to retard it; but of
this he was fure, that as far as a judgement could be formed on
prefent circumftances, fuch accidents were lefs to be appre-
hended than at any former period. It was the duty of Parlia-
ment to maintain, and if poffible to invigorate, a fyftem of fo
much actual bencfit, and fo much promife ; and at all events,
to allow the furplus to accumulate in the finking fund, till it
bore fome fixed proportion to the debt undifcharged, below
which it ought not to be fuffcred to fall. But he withed to do
fomething more. In 1786 Parliament did as much as was in
their power, and the people chearfully contributed to give effi-
cacy to their exertions. Having furmoynted the difficulties
which then furrounded them, they ought to provide againft
the permanent accumulation of debt in future. This he was
confiderit was praficable, although it might not be fo to raife
the whole fum required by extraordinary exigencies within the
year; and he fhould move as an amendment to the fyftem of
1786, that on all future loans, not immediately provided for,
an annual fum, overand above the intereft, fhall be paid from
the finking fund, bearing the fame proportion to the whole
loan, as the whole redemption fund to the whole of the unre-
deemed debt. This amendment he had in contemplation,
when he moved the provifion for the expence of the Spanith
armament ; ‘and he fhould only now obferve upon it, that the
whole of fuch a lean would not operate asan additional charge,

" becaufe the {yftem of redemption, fixed and eftablifhed, would

obtain better terms for the Public in the rate of intereft.

He now turned to a general review of his fubje&, obferving,
that by granting an immediate relief of taxes, to the amount
of 200,000l. a year, thefyftem of redemption would not be
broke in upon, nor caufe given to complain, that Parliament
had been more attentive.to temporaty convenience than to fu-
ture ftrength, and the interefts of pofterity. When he looked
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back on the progrefs of our profpenty, the profpect of its not ;
only eontinuirfg, but improving, was flattering. The reve-
nue of laft year, exclufive of new taxes, exceeded that of 1786
by fnore than two millions ; and that of 1783, the year imme-
diately after the war, by more than four. ‘This review was
fo much the more fausfaé’tory that the improvement had been
progreflive, except in the ycar 1786, which failed from a tem-
porary interruption of commerce in the contemplation of the
commercial treaty, and yet that year had greatly excceded 1783.
If the particular heads of this increafe, fince 1783, were in-,
quired into, one million might be taken asthe produce of new
taxes; onc million as the confequence of regulations in the
mode of colleting exifting taxes, by which fmuggling was
fuppreffed, and the revenue benefited, even in thofe branches
to which the regulation did not immediately apply, and the re-
maining two to an increafed confumption in confequence of
increafing wealth and profperity.  If they looked to the ave-
rage increafe of the cuftoms in four ycars, it would be found
that it did not confift in articles, the quantity of which varied
with the feafon, as fugar; but in articles not fubje& to fuch
variation, and the raw materials of manufa&ures. Inthe Ex-
cife this was ftill more ftriking. The duties arifing from malt
in various ways, although a commodity fubjeét to variation
from feafons, had increafud progreflively, as had thofe on foap,
candles, leather, ftarch, &c. &c. even the duty on bricks and
tiles, articles of unequivocal confumption, had increafed, as
had the duties on falt and the affeffed taxes. The ftamps fince
1_783 had increafed 700,000l. and the revenue of the Poft-Of.-
fice very confiderably ; all tending to confirm the conclufion, ‘
that increafing profperity was the fole caufe of increafing re-
venue. ‘This increafc was fpread over all the branches of-con-
fumption, and a correfponding increafe in the trade and manu-
fa&ures of the country, which the beft accounts that could be
had, although the beft were defetive, all tended to confirm,
put the conclufion beyond the poffibility of doubt. By thefe
accounts, the imports in 1782 amounted to 9,714,000l.; in
1790 to 1g,130,000l. In 1782 the exports of Britith manu-
facture and produce were 9,109,000l. ; in 1790 14,921,000l. ;
and in 1791 16,420,000l. In 1782 the exports, Britifh and fo-
reign, were 12,239,000l. ; in 1790, . 20,120,000l. It was alfo
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probable that our internal trade had increafed in a gratet and
more beneficial proportion. -

When we thus faw the revenue, and the trade of the country
Increafing, it was natural to inquire into the caufes. Of thefe
the firlt was undoubtedly the induitry and energy of the country,
but there muft be fccondary caufes to give to this its effect,
The increafe of fkill in our artizans and manufa&urers, the
/great improvements in the application of machinery, and the
various ways by which labour is faved, fubdivided and expe-
dited by ingenuity, had done much, and the facility of credit,
arifing from the confidence in the public faith, gave great ad-
vantages to the manufaGuiers at home, and by enabling the
merchant to extend his credit abroad, gave great advantages
in the foreign market, and thus operated in a double ratio.
This was firtt the fign and immediately the caufe of our prof-
perity.  The enterprife of commercial men had pufhed adven-
ture and judicious fpeculation, wherever a market was to be
found or created ; and the liberal policy of a more unreftrained
intercourfe with France, though Jefs felt from the diftraQed
fituation of that country, had greatly contributed to vur fuc-
cefs. But more than all other caufes had operated the accu-
mulation of capital, the effe@s of which were mever fully un-
derftood, till a philofopher of our own country, who was now
no more, the celcbrated author* of the Wealth of Nations, with
a depth and clearnefs of inveftigation, fitted to enlighten and
dire&t the internal policy of any ftate, difcovered and pointed
them out. This accumulation operated with all the effeét of
compound intereft : every addition to it was the immediate
caufe of another, and its force encreafed in an accelerated ratio
through its progrefs—

Moabilitate wiget, vire[que acquirit cunds.

If fuch had been the effe& of fuch a principle already, what
might not be expe&ted from it in future? In the hour of diffi-
culty and diftrefs, it was hardly to be reprefled ;'it mitigated if it
did not prevent every national evil ; and in-profperity no bounds
could be fet to its vigour. While therefore human fkill in any

® Dr. Adam Smah.
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branch of mercantile commodity was capable of improvement ;’
while a fingle fpot of ground remained uncultivated ; or a new
mart of commerce remained unexplained, it was impoffible
to fay that this country had reached the pitch .of wealth and
profperity to which it was capable by its own energy of ad-
vancing. Every country emerging from barbari{m, the ad-
vancement of every neighbouring ftate in the arts of life, and
the increafc of luxury and confumption at home ; all would
tend to increafe the demand for, and give new adtivity to the
produce of our wealth and our induftry. Far therefore from
having rcached a point at which it was likely to ftop, our
profperity might long be permanent and progreffive. All
thefe advantages, however, wcre conneted with peace abroad,
and tranquillity at home, although with the latter much more
intimately. Under the family on the throne for a long feries
of years we had enjoyed the ineftimable blefling of domeftic
quiet, with little interruption ; the benefits of the conftitu-
tion, as fettled at the revolution, conne&ing liberty with law ;
and at once providing a barricr againft the ufurpations of
power, and the infringements of popular innovation. To
this the laborions induftry of our peafantry, the fkill of our ma-
nufa&urers, and the enterprife of our merchants, owed their
vigour and acivity. While we felt and acknowledged the
value of a conftitution, the bleflings of which were faft en-
creafing upon us, he would not fuppofe for a moment that
we fhould be deficient in zceal or attention to preferve it ; and
on this he refted the permanent profperity of the nation, As
far as human fpeculation could be relied on, we had fure
ground of confidence : The expericnce of the paft afforded the
beft warrant for our futurc hopes. The day of anxicty and
.fplic\itude ‘was now paft; and he might fay, that inftcad of
hopes conceived in his withes— Fam fiduciam et robur affump-
Jerit.  On this he congratulated the Houfe ; he congratulated
the country ; and magde it his moft earneft prayer, that they
might fuffer no intermifion of their vigilant attention to the
revenue ; to maintaining with the loyalty and virtue of a free
people, that domeitic peace and ordcr, to which the fpeech
from the Throne fo truly afcribed the protection and fecurity
of all the advantages they poffeffed. '
Vou. XXXI. Ff
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He concluded with moving, ¢ That it is the opinion of
¢ this Committee that the laft additional duty on malt do
¢ ceafc from and after the gth day of April, 1792.” .

Mr. SIHIERIDAN faid, the fplendor of the right honour-
able geatleman’s fpeech had made fuch an impreffion on the
Comnmittce, they had been fo led away by the figurcs of rhe-
toric from attending to the figures of-arithmetic, that he
fhould find it difficult to recal them to the true object of the
difcuffion. He fancied, however, that this dazzling beauty
would not be found fo captivating to the people, after the
rapturous accounts of profperity which they had heard; it
would be a difappointment to them that all the accounts of
furplus funk fo infinitely fmall. , Who that had read or heard
the reports of a furplus of 1,200,000l., of near goo,o0cl.
being atually in hand, would have belicved that in truth
the furpilus would turn out to be no more than 58,000l. ?—
He was generally incredulous on thefe anticipating reports ;
but he confefled, when he heard of the King’s coming down,
announcing a furplus, and the Minifter immediatcly after
holding out taxes to be repealed, he thought there muft be
fome great ftupendous increafe of revenue; and his confi~
dcnee would have been greater, if he had not unfortunately
heard all the Minifter’s former pledges, and particularly that
folemn, rcligious pledge, that no interruption thould be
made to the application of our furplufes until they amounted
to four millions a year. He then examined the ftatements
of Mr. Pitt, and drew from his review this conclufion, that
the increafe of our profperity had not brought with ita pro-
portionatc increafe of our revenue.  The increale of the lat-
ter was to be afcribed to the new burdens laid on the people,
or to the regulations of the old taxes, which, in fa@®, were
fo many additions to them. ‘Taking the reports of -the two
Committees as his guides, he took the amount of the new
and regulated taxes from the general total, and fhewed that
the a&ual increafc of the permanent revenue fince the year
1786, was 130,000l. If he were afked fairly, whether the
amount of our taxes was, from expcrienge, fuch as to war-
rant the Legiflature to difpenfe with a part of them, he would
frankly anfwer No.—But if he were defired to revife the
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whole fyftem of our taxation, to fee if the people might not
be materially eafed from the moft gricvous of their burdens,
and the revenue be even improved thereby, he would give
his chearful confent, and think that the Heufe might render
moft effential fervice to their conftituents.  The plan pur-
fued by the right honourable gentleman, which was calcu-
lated to embarrafs the Houfc, put him and every gentleman
into an infurmountable difficulty. It was held out to the
nation, that the Crown, from a motive of endearment, had
propofed the eafe of the people, and that the Minifter had
cven named the taxes which were to be abolithed. If they
thould, from a fenfe of their duty, declare that this could
not be done without a deviation from fyftem, without hazard
to the national credit, without diforder to the finances, the
Houfc of Commons was about to be made odious to its con-
ftituents, and the Crown was made the obje&t of popular
confidence. Such was precifcly the cafe in which they ftood,
and yet fo far was this from being a proof of cndcarment,
that it was a ftratagem calculated to miflead and betray them.
It was a complete furrender of the principle of redemption.
‘We were now, in 1792, to redeem lefs ftock than we did
in 1786 ; for it was a clear propofition, that by the incrcafed
price of the funds, and by thus diverting fo large a part of
the furplus from its devoted and facred end, we were to buy
up lefs annuity now than heretofore. 'What was the reafon
of all this ? If the right honourable gentleman were called
upon to fay why, with this profpcrous revenue, we were to
redecm lefs debt, he would anfwer, becaufe we could not
afford it. Why the right honourable gentleman did not
think it right to extinguifh the unfunded debt, a great part
of which bore intereft, and hung about our necks with great
inconvenience, as the right honourable gentleman felt in his
Spanifh armament, he could not take upon him to fay ; he
fuppofed it was that only would be a proper, but not a fhin-
ing meafure. It would be a great and cffetual benefit to
the revenue, but it would not ferve the purpofes of momen-
tary fame; by taking off the odious taxes which he had laid
the year before. He now proved how well he could have
Ffa
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oppofed thefe taxes, if they had come from any other per-
fon ; and the Houfe would now find, by his own language,
how much they had been to blame in yiclding to the argu~
ments by which they had been originally recommended.—
The Houfe would fee now, that though the ungracious tafk
had been impofed on them to lay thefe taxes, their confti-
tuents were not to look to them for their relief. A new fen-
timent of hope was to be infpired into the people—a new
fecling of gratitude was to be planted in their bofoms—they
were to be taught to petition for relief from taxes. It was
a very delicute fubje@t for every gentleman to fpeak upon ;
it was laying an embargo on the Houfe. No man could put
himfelf into the ungracious ftatc of oppofing the repeal of
afflicting taxes.  Who could deny to the poor family the
boon of getting their candles a halfpenny cheaper ? 1f a fe-
vere fenfe of duty fhould urge gentlemen to look the true
fitnation of the country in the face, and to oppofe this artful
and infidious way of attacking the privileges of the Com-
mons Houfe of Parliament, he knew well how eafily a cry
might be raifed againft him, and with what facility he might
be made the victim of a little well-managed mifreprefentation.
He remembered a verfe or two of a faying made upon his
honourable fricnd, by one of his conftituents, which never
failed to produce a torrent of applaufe ; not from the ele-
gance of the poetry, fo much as from the {turdy ad captandum
praifc which it gave hun. His fricnd, who, with all his
mgrits, had certainly no pretenfion to the praife, would
pardon him for repeating it—

 Whenever a tax in the Houfe it was projefed,
¢ Great Fox he rofe up, and always objected.”

Now this, which was certainly untrue, might be turned
very neatly to the detriment of thofc who might think it
their duty to inquire before they acted—to afcertain whether
we really had a furplus before we gave up our income ; and
that at any rate the grace {bould come conftitutionally from
that branch of the Legiflature which had the power of the
purfc, and which had been called upon fo unmercifully by

3 - ‘
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the fame right. hononrable gentleman to draw  the ftrings.—
Why had he not waited, and given the Houfe the grace of
originating the meafure ? The truth was, it had been craftily
confidered as the beft anfwer to all the imputations againit
him for the Ruffian and Spanifh wars; {o at leaft other men,
who had lefs candour and refpe@ for him than he poflefled,
would infinuate, and fay. They would draw ftrange con-
clufions from the circurhftance, and the nation might be
brought to think that blunders were more advantageous to
them than wifdom : that when he was conviéted of error, he
threw forth to them relief : a feffion without a blunder, would
be a feffion of calamity ; but an armament would be defirable.
1 have involved you in a quarrel with Spain—here, there’s a
tax upon malt for you—I have made the Englith name ridi-
culous all over the world by bullying Ruflia—here take back
the female fervants, 1 have no ufe for them.—1I have involved
you in a war with Tippoo Saib—take your candles a half-
penny cheaper in the pound.  Thus they are to be taught to
love misfortune—to be enamoured of mifconduét—and if an
adminiftration fhould fucceed him whert wifdom and pru-
dence produced their ufual effets of fecurity and quiet, the
right honourable gentleman wonld be at the head of the moft
violent and clamorous oppofition that ever this country faw.
They would call out for a change.— Give us back that
¢ buftling and dangerous AlVminifiration, that went on arm-
« ingand difarming, taxicg and untaxing; who committed -
¢ fo many blunders that they were for ever making atone-
¢ ment ; who broke our heads that they might give usa
¢ plafter. We abhor this uniform fyftem of order and
¢« quiet.” The fentiment that this condu&t was calculated
to excite was tumultuous and alarming ; it Yas appcaling
from the judicicus to the giddy; and ferioufly fpeaking,
every judicious man would know and feel, that if there had
been no Ruffian armament, there would have been no repeal.
He then thewed, that, by the original ftatute, the malt tax
now to be abolifhied would have endured only of itfelf a few
_months longer. But by this management, a confiderable
part of the Exchequer bills iffued for the Spanith armament
wight in 1795 come on the confolidated fund, and be a
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grievous btrden to us.  He alluded to Mr. Dundas’s affertion
that it was infinitely more probable that we thould receive aid
from India fooner than we fhould be called on for affiftance to
India—an aflertion upon which Mr. Pitt, though he knew
the full amount of his friend’s confidence, could not fupprefs
a degree of ftifled aflonifhiment. He fcemed, on the occafion,
to feel the fentiment exprefled by Earl Cornwallis, ¢ That
¢ he hoped he fhould never be reduced to a wretched and
# precarious dependance on the buzar of his Mahratta ally.”
He recalled the words of Mr. Dundas, that fuch was the awe
and power of our arms in India, as to make us difregard its
united force in array againft us.  'Was he to believe this on
the aflertion of Earl Cornwallis—that the finances of the
Company werc aétually ruined by the protraction of the war?
He concluded with faying, that in order to give to the nation
the truc benefit of wife reduion, if redu&ion was pradti-
cable, and to fave them from the partialities likely to arife
from the vanities of authorfhip, he fhould at a future day
propofe, that a Committee be appointed to revife the amount,
nature, and cffets of the taxes, on the laborious and indigent
clatles of the community : and to report to the Houfe what
abolitions might be made therein: This he fhould at leaft
propofe, and place upon the Journals.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he regretted being obliged
to trouble the Committee again, but it was abfolutely ne-
ceflary to make a few obfcrvations on what had fallen from
the honourable gentleman.  He did think, from the open-
ing of the honourable gentlcman's fpeech, that he meant to
confine himfelf to arithmetical figures entirely, but found
that he had altered his mjnd, and gone into a {yftem of di-
verfion, and what might be called well-managed mifrepre-~
fentation. In place of arguing to the points which formed
the principal part of his {tatement, the honourable gen\tle-
man had made a variety of remarks on the Ruflian arma-
ment and negociation. The honourable gentleman had faid
he was not in the Houfe on the firft day ot the Seflion, and
he would fay that if he had been in the Houfe he would
have found that the bufinefs of that armament had not been
fo completely conceded as the honourable gentleman feemed

A, 27920\
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to think. There certainly would be a day of going into a
difcuffion on that fubje®, and if the honourable gentleman
would be in the Houfe on Monday or Tucfday next, on ei-
ther of which days he underftood a motion on that bufinefs
was to be made, he might have an opportunity of knowing
that there was ftill a good deal to be [aid upon it. The ho-
nourable gentleman had gone from Ruffia to the Eaft Indies,
and introduced the war in that quarter of the globe. He
thould have thought a day might likewife be expeéted for dif-
cufling that fubject feparately; yet as it had been mentioned
now, and that in a manner which ought to be anfwered, he
had no objetion to explain his own ideas fully. The ho-
nourable gentleman feemed to think that he had not agreed
in opinion with his right honoutable friend, when he faid
that the refources of India would add to the revenues of this
country, and the honourable gentleman had faid that he ob-"
ferved a certain degree of aftonithment in his face, when his
honourable friend made that affertion. Now he believed the
honourable gentleman would himfelf appear much more afto-
nifhed, when he told him, that he did not merely agree with
his right honourable friend on that point, if poffible, ftrongcr
as to the probability of that profpeét. The honourable gen-
tleman had rather flated his honourable friend’s words diffe-
rently from what they were, but he believed they were, that
from every appearance at prefent, the period when the re-
fources of the Eaft-India Company would aid the revenue
of this country, was nearer than that which would occafion
any demand from this country to aid them. This was fo
completely his opinion, and they were within his hearing
near him who knew it, that he meant to have ftated it when
" he was up before as onc of thofe future refources upon
which he thought he could rcly, and in the multiplicity of
the articles he had to trouble the Committee with, it had
efcaped him, although it was his intention to have included
that expeétation when he itated his hopes of the growing
refoiirces of the country. On this fubje@ he withed to be
perfeétly underitood, and to fp-.k in the mott xplicit man-
ner ; what he meant to fay was this, that if there was a
fpeedy termination of the war, when the charter came to
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be renewed, it was his opinion, that an opportunity would
then occur for treating on liberal conditions with the holders
of India ftock by funding their debts, and after,all, that a
Very confiderable furplus would remain, which might be ap-
propriated towards payving oif the national debt. The ho-
nourable gentleman had taken great pains to ftatc, that the
increafe of the laft ycar only exceeded the former ycar by
58,000l ; but Le had forgot to mention, that the 53d week
having happened in 1790, made the furplus a&ually 300,000}
‘The next thing the honourable gertleman had afked, was,
why he did not begin with paying oft’ the unfunded debt ?
and the honourabie gentleman had gone fo far as to fay he
was pledged to do [ before he attempted any other method
of relicving the country from the burdens laid upon it. He
had feveral reafons fo. preferring the paying off of the fund-
ed debt in preference to the unfunded, which he ftated ; but
the principal one was, by thefe means he would_fooner bo
able to reduce the four per cents. which were now redeem-
able, to three and a half per cent. and afterwards to pay off
fo much of the national debt as to enable him to redecm the
five per cents, which could not be done until 125 millions
of the national debt were actually paid off.  As to what the
honourable gentleman had faid that we werc procecding in
a retrograde manner, he f{earcely knew how to anfwer fuch
an obfervation ; and as to his remark with regard to the un-
funded debt, on the event of the Spanith armament, he could
not fce where it applied; the grants of the year, and the
taxes voted for that purpofe, had anfwered to the amount of
1,300,000l. and the Bank of England had given at the ufual
intereft 1,800,000l. which made up the whole of that ex-
pence. It had been ftated, the new taxes were not produc-
tive ; they certainly were not the firil quarter ; nor could it
he expected ; but the refult had thewn, that within the year
they exceeded what was ftated as their probable amount.
The honourable gentleman had next indulged himfelf in a
ftrange fort of comparifon between his feelings when he laid
on thefe taxes, and his fcelings when he had it in his power
to propofe taking off. Now he would appeal to the Houfe
whether he might not be allowed to indulge, or perhaps, cven
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in the warmth of his hopes to relieve the people from any
part of the exifting taxes, to exprefs his feelings as ftrongly
as he could, without being remembered, that when he laid on
thofe taxes, the fame regard and attention to the moft indi-
gent and the moft induftrious part of the community, did
not form part of his fpeech; his reafon why it did not, he
trufted, was obvious to the Houfe, for it was neceflary his
feelings on ‘that point, whatever they might have bcen,
thould give way to his duty and the ncceflity of the time.
The hénourable gentleman had withed the Committee to
think that he was® by way of catching popularity, making
a fet-off of repealing taxes againft the blunders of his Ad-
miniftration. ‘'This, to be fure, was giving him great cre-
dit for his ingenuity, but when the honourable gentleman
ftated, that the furplus of the revenue, and the general prof-
perity of the country, was of his cieation, merely for the
purpofe of atoning for the blunders he had committed, then
he muft fay, that allowing much to the honourable gentle-
man’s candour, this certainly was an excefs of compliment
and flattery, which he by no means merited. He recolle&-
ed nothing elfe in the honourable gentleman’s fpeech, which
it was neceffary for him to detain the Committee upon.

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, the right honourable gentleman
had completely mifreprefented what he faid, and meant; if
he thought he gave him any cicdit for the furplus of the re-
venue, or the general profpetity of the country, the contrary
was the fa&; for he never had afcribed to his ingenuity, ci-
ther the onc or the other, though he certainly had afcribed
to his art and management the ufe that was made of both.
With regard to India, he found that the honourable gentle-
man wifhed to fay, that he coincided in opinion with his
right honourable colleague ; but he did not know, whetber
the right honourable gentleman would thank him much for
what h¢ had faid. The right honourable Sccretary had af-
firmed, that ‘the fa& would be as he had ftated it ; and the
right horiourable gentleman had faid, hypothetically, that if
the war is terminated, he hasnot 2 doubt but it will be fo
when he cofies to make conditions with the company for =

Yor. XXXI. Gg y
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renewal of their charter. He ftill thought, that there was
fo much dread on the part of Minifters about the opinion of
the country, on the war with Ruffia, which, but for the
timely and conflitutional interference of that Houfe, they
would have plunged us into, that they wifhed to avoid the
effe@s of it by foothing the people with an idea of lighten-
ing their burdens, and taking off taxes, moft of which they
had themfelves put on. As to the arguments for preferring
the mode of taking off taxes in place of paying a part of
the unfundcd debt, he was perfectly agajntt it, becaufe he
thought that was where they ought to have begun. And he
would only fay, that the Minifter, by taking one mode,
might have done a filent, quict, and cffential benefit to the
people ; whercas the one he has taken is an oftentatious,
delufive, and dangcerous catch at popularity for the moment,
without any rcgmd either to principle, or the real lafling
good of the country.

Mr. DRAKE, jun. faid, he was more than anxious to
exprefs his exultation and happincfs at what he had heard ;
indeed cver fince the King's moft gracious fpeech from the
Throne, he had in common with his conflitucnts, enjoyed
the moft pleafing joy and hopes of future comfort. This
made him ready to join in the chorus of applaufe to a meft
excellent Minifter, who was to alleviate the burdens of the
people; and he muft take the fame opportunity to praife our
glorious, and he hoped, permancnt Conftitution. ‘This, he
faid, was a jubilee night in Finance. Great as it was,
however, he recommended public ceconomy as the beft
means of improvement; and he trufted and wifhed, that
the Gazette extraordinary of this night might be publithed
over all this country —over all civilized countries—and he
had alméft faid over all favage countries. Ic concluded

with a quotation, which he deemed applicable to the prefent
fituation of Britons.

O Fortunatos nimium fua fi bona norint !

Mr. FOX, after a fhort allufion to the triumph of this
jubilee of finance, and ftating that the buﬁne.fs of this day
was of the utmoft importance, took occafion to pay a com-
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pliment to the eloquence of Mr. Pitt, and to the philofo-
phical principles of Government on which hé argued. He
had enumerated the caufes of national profperity, with'truth
and fplendor. He fubfcribed to his flatement cordially, and
if he did not himfelf go over the fame ground, it was be-
caufe he had nothing to add to what had been already faid,
nor could he hope to exprefs it better.  But he begged to be
underftood, that thefe reafons were all applicable to the
profperity of the country, not mercly to the profperity of
the revenue. The honourable gentleman had fairly faid,
that above all, they were to be aftribed to the happy form
of our Conftitution. If this was true, and that it was fo,
every gentleman would concur—it was their duty to main-
tain the Conftitution by that vigilance and jealoufy which
were the chief dutics of that Houfe ; and to take care that
no infringements fhould be made under any colour or pre-
text, to trench on any of its vital parts; and fo far from
thinking with the honourable gentleman who had fpoken
laft, that we could not value our prefent fituation too highly,
he thought we wcre in danger from being lulled into an ex-
cefs of fecurity. He was drawn to this obfervation, natu-
rally from the bufinefs of this day; for he was flill of the
opinion that he had delivered on the firft day of the feffion,
that there was in the manner of introducing this propofition
fuch a violation of a moft valuable principle, and fuch an
infult on the Houfc of Commons, as demanded their moft
ferious refle@ion. It had been too often his duty to remark
the variety of abufes which had been fuffercd in the admi-
niftration of the honourable gentleman, and which, indeed,
marked his miniftry, more perhaps than any other that had
ever occurred in this country. There fecmed to be a regu-
lar and fyftematic intention in His Majefty’s Minifters to
annihilate the fun&ions of that Houfe, and to arrogate to
Government every meafure that properly belonged to them.
The nation was madc to look lightly on the popular branch
of the Legiflature, and in every inftance to turn their eyes
to Government, as to the fountain of every good. In this
view he had ftated the recommendation in His Majcﬁys
Gga2
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fpeéth from the Throne, in regard to the repeal ‘of axed,”
%8 an attempt to take from that Houfe, in tristh, the power
of deliberation, the freedom of debate. Inftead of coming
unfettered to the confideration of - the prefent’ ftate of the
receipt and expenditure, fo far as to enable them to form a
free judgement whether, confiftently with their honeft duty
to the empire, they might relieve their conftituents from
fome part of " their burdens, they were put into the unfeemly
ftate of either complying implicitly with His Majefty's re-
commendation, or of being confidered by then' conftituents
as the oppofe1s of the boon which he had held out to them.
<1 complain for the Conftitution, violated by this proceeding
—1 complain for the popular branch of the Legiflature in-
fulted — I complain for the People, really and effeCtually
cheated by this infidious intervention, calculated to divert
them from their true guardian ard fervant, the Houfe of
Commons, and to delude them, by fixing their hopes on the
Government. I am not afraid of unpopularity in the honeft
difcharge of my duty—I am not afraid of encountering all the
hazards of artful mifreprefentation ; but I complain that I am
put into a fituation where I cannot exercife my judgement,
and where I cannot pronounce my opinion that this is not the
moment when Parhament can fafely, prudently, or honeftly
furrender any pait of the exifting revenue, and where 1 cannot
oppofc the meafure without the fear of bringing on the country
a greater and more alarmuing evil, than by complying againft
my judgement.
Not only was his Majefty unconftitutionally advifed to come
downand rccommend this meafure, contrary to the firlt princi-
“ples of Parliament, but to add to the impropriety, the Minifter
coming immediatcly from the clofet, points out as a fecond
part of the fame fpcech, the very taxes which ought to be re-
pealed; thustaking it out of the hands of Parliament to revife
the whole, and fee which of them, if any, could be repealed,
were moft gricvous to the public, and cenciliating themfelves
to their conftituents by proving that they were attentive to
their interefts. Inftcad of coming forward handfomely and
fairly as he ought to have done, and ftating faigly the receipt
on the one fide, and the cxpendxture on the other, and calling
on the Houfe 1o take the'condition of the Revenue into theig
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Niew,’ H@{f thef could; ot fpare l'omei’hmg to the popley ha

‘;gmth 2 declareﬂ furplus, for 'which, by the by, he

) (P ,m one hand, and a number of odidus und

! unpopular uxb.s, amoftly of his own impofing, in the other, and
therebj makes it impoffible for the Houfe to hefitaté in their -
compliance. . And, by the bye, if the People were rwth
obliged to him now for repealing thefe taxes, they were. ﬁﬁe-
wife indebted to him 1 in the firlt inftance for laying them on.—
¢ Can Iob]e& to the repeal of the malt tax—I, who op@ofed
it fo pointedly, when impofed by the honourable gentleman
laft year? Can I obje& to the repeal of the tax on female fer-
vants, a tax which I always thought odious and abominable ?
I cannot—the Houfe cannot,’ and, with their eyes open to the
lmpropnety of the meafurd of giving up Revenue’ ﬂmtbout an
experience that we can afford it, we are brought'into a fitua-
tion, when we cannot deliberate on the meafure.” K :
" The queftion, to have been ftated fairly, fhould have been as
follows: There is a furplus of . 4d0,000l. Will you apply it
all towards the extin@ion of the national debt, or towards the
immediate relicf of the burdens of the people, or partly to the
one, and partly to the other ? Stated in this manner, the Houfe
would have come fairly to the exercife of their deliberative
powers; and he had no hefitation in faying, that if the
queftion had been fo ftated to him, he would have anfwered, in
the prefent fituation of things, a@ing on a confiftent principle,
and defirous of having the benefit of experience, that the whole
ought to be applicd towards the diminution of the national
debt. In faying this, he would at leaft have the credit of a
fincere opinion ; for evidently he courted no party on the oc-
cafion. He could not coust the King, for the King had in his
Speech recommended the meafure. It was not a declaration
by which he could expe& to court the people, for evniently
the repeal of a temporary burden, however it mlg!l operate'in
throwing diforder into the finances of the kxngdom,»dxﬁurbmg
the credit, and finally of impofing more grievous burdens,

. would yet be popular, and an objection to it the contrazy, ‘But
if he had to anfwer that queftion fimply, he would do it,.and
mdintain it on arguments provided for him by the honourable
gentleman. He would ufe his own words.. He weuld take
his own fyltem. ~ He would prove that his own-principles
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g datly againtt the meafure which he now. pi»opafed He,
wonld fhew, cven from wh;t the honourable gentleman had
fa&d this nigbt, that when felf was out of the que{hon, +he was
£ill of opinion that the meafure now propofed was erroneous
and detrimental. For, faid the right honourable gentleman, in
the year 1808, when by the operation of the plan for diminithing

- the debt, there would be a fum of four millions applicable to

" this obje&, he would take care that no Minifter of that day
fhould have it in his power to do, what he was doing in this,
with only four hundred thoufand, inftead of four millions.
Here, when he was impartial, and when he was not a&ing for
himfelf and his fa&tion, he was fuch an enemy to the national
debt, that no room thould be left for popularity to any Minif-
ter, by doing fo fatal a thing to the nation, as that which he
was now doing himfelf. Such is the difference between fclf
and principle, fuch is the differcnce between the clear, manly
difcharge of duty, and the fubterfuges of a dextrous purfuit of
popularity. He had often heard it faid, that it was the cha-
ralter of men who were indulgent to themfelves, to be fevere
to others. Never did he fec this trait of the human mind more
glaringly difplayed than in this meafure. For after having
laid down a principle to be molft obftinately perfevered in, that
the furplus of the Revenue thould be with a facred and invio-
lable hand applied to the difcharge of the debt, with all its
compound intereft, until it thould amount to an applicable fur-
plus of four millions. Such was his Language in 1786 ; fuch
was the principle of his fytem. Now, however, hc departed
from this engagement for the fake of a little momentary popu-
larity to himfelf, and held out to the nation a boon of 200,000l.
But, fays he, I know I do wrong; I know it is a derclition of
my principles, but permit me to do this little mifchief, and I
will compenfate for the laxity of my own fyftem, by tying
down my fucceflors. Fifteen years hence, a period to which
it was impoffible to carry forward the idea of parties and parti-
alities, he would take care that even when there were four mil-~
lions the fyftem fhould not be thus violated.

It would have been at leaft prudent to have waited until we
ad. thc experience of a fmgle year, a fingle month, or a fingle
day, in which the receipt of the couity had exceeded the ex-
penditure, to jultify us in faying that there was an applicable

3
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furplus at all. Nething could be more indefenfible than the
intemperate rafhnefs of the proceeding. He went completely
upon fpeculation. What fpeculation of expenditure had not
turned out to be fallacious? Every ftatement of the honour-
able gentleman, with regard to reduéion and economy, re-
mained to be fulfilled. The Committee of laft year, compofed
of very honourable men, had given a ftatement of what was
likely to be the peace eftablithment. It might, perhaps, be
‘found exa& ; but let it be remembered that the ftatement of
the Committee of 1786, a2 Committee equally honourable had
fallen fhort by 500,000l. of the a&ual expenditure, and the
fubfequent ftatement might be liable to the fame deficiency.
It would have been well, at leaft, to have taken the benefit of
one fingle year’s peace eftablithment. 'What could be the rea-
fon of this intemperate hurry? He had no hefitation in agree-
ing with his honourable friend, that it was the Ruffian
armament which prefled upon him, and which had produced
this hafty, ill-timed, and, as it had been condu@ed, unconftitu-
tional facrifice to popularity. He faid unconftitutional, for
every thing that crippled the proccedings of Parliament, every
thing that placed the Crown between the Houfe of Commons
and their Conflituents, was unconftitutional and alarming.—
If the queftion had come fairly before them, he fhould have
given it his negativc; now, however, he could not do this,
fince a greater evil might be incurred from the danger of a
divifion between that Houfe and the people, a divifion, which
the unparliamentary and improper recommendation from the
Throne might occafion. That preffed on the’ fubie& of the
Ruffian war, fenfible that his head-ftrong interference in 2 dif-
pute had involved him in a dilemma, from which the refult
could afford him no argument of defence, he had thrown out
this boon to the public, to divert them from the contempla-
tion of his condu@®. He did not mean to acccufe him of being
fo poor a logician, as to fet this up as the ratio juftifica, but he
was well aware, that, tempting and agreeable, it would ferve as
the ratio fuaforia.

Having thus obJe&ed to the principle, he faid he equally
objécted to the manner in which this was done. What rule
was to be eftablifhed in future ? In cafe of future furpluffes,
were they always to a& by this precedent, or what rule was
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0 '}g f;mmkma Oppofition at. profent could nat' be.
' ,ﬂu mdma fruggle for, power,, the_other pmy
“Wers, W} Auperior in numbers, and too ‘much in pof-
: J the céafidence. of fhe couriry-to admit of fuch an
:tiu onitheir part: But - thiough in the “prefent ftate of thé par-
nes of this ‘country, perhapn no immediate ufe’ ‘might. be made
gh:s Wm for it could only be regarded as a ﬁmﬁcr
mno;nvn. But if there mou[d be in that Houfe agam q.
e for power, if the pasties were more nearly on a par
than At prefent, what miferalile ‘ufe might not be made of this
precedcnt? One fide, in cafe of a furplgs,‘mkght be ‘for giv-
ing half to the people jn taxes, another for giving the whole,
and there might be inftituted between the two an augtion Jor -
power, in which the higheft bidder would attempt to purchafe
the favour of the Country at the expence of its interefts.” The
whole manifefted a moft blameable care for the moment, a
fubterfuge. againt charges to which he knew he was liable,
and for which he felt that he had no juftification. The Ruf-
ﬁan armament ftated him in the Face ; he knew that the na-
tion were of one mind on the fubje& of his difaftrous unpohcy,
and that the Indian fyflem was equally pregnant with danger
and ‘difgrace.  On the fubje& of India there was nothing
more alarming than the difference which appeared in the two
Minifters on the fubje®. The one affirmed to the Houfe that
there would be affiltance derived from that quarter, the other
coupled the affertion with an #f the war was fpecdily termi-
nated.

In regard to the reduétion of the 4 per cents, he was clearly
of opinion that it was a moft politic and proper meafure.
From the calculation that he had made on the fubje&, the na-
tion might, draw annual benefit of between 260 and 270,000l.
from this branch, and ho wifhed the right honourable gentleman
bad ftated what was his plan for the meafure. A well-conceived
plan fot the meafure fheuld have his fupport.—The rife of the
funds, in his mind, was a great national benefit ; for though it
threw obftacles in the w‘ay of paying off the debt, it invigo-
rated every branch of our profperity. In propoition as the
funds were high, money for every obje& of commercial enter- .
prize, of manufa&ure, of agricultural i lmprovement, of trade -
and induftry of all kinds, became more cafily attainable. It
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added, therefore, to the capml 6f the nation, it egla.rgud the
fphere of aivity, and produced the weaith which more’ than
counterbalanced the difference which we Bad to pay in buying
yp the debts.  If we confidered the amount of our debt asa ca-
pital, the’capital was certainly encreafed by the sife of the

" funds. The capital of our debt was clearly more now than in '
the year 1786, but the annyjty was lefs, and to the annuity he
always looked as to the true debt which was our enemy.
What, then, ought to be the conduct of the nation on thefe
premifes? If it was true that the rife of the funds impofed on
the nation the hardfhip of paying a greater fum for redceming
the fame quantity of annuity ; but that at the fame time the
rife of the funds fo largely promoted the genciil opulence of
the nation as to make it more ecafy for us to redeem fuch an-
nuity, the conclufion of the propofition clearly is, that the mo-
ment of wealth is the moment of redemption. What dy we
do? Inflead of taking the truc benefit of the opulence which
the high price of the funds has given us, by oppofing more vi-
goroufly our great cnemy the national debt, we flacken, while
this enemy goes on ; for he rears his head, and if we do not,
in the moment of profperity, encreale our efforts againft him
he gains ground upon us. To be uniform in the combat,
therefore, it is ncceflary that we fhould add as much to the
fum applied to the diminution of the debt, as the proportion
between the profperous and the adverfe moment.  Surely, in
a day of profperity, it was eafier for the nation 1o buy up an
annuity of 42,000l. than in the day of adverfity, yet we were
to follow the cxaét contrary fyltem by this new plan, and
therefore hc afferted that the Minifter was courting popularity
by the desell@ion of principle.

It was the fathion of the day to praife the Counflitution, and
to labour to defiroy it. They were for ever pouring forth enco-
miums on it in the lump, and mangling it in detail. Every
ftratagem was ufed to make the fun&ions of that Houfe un-
gracious to the people, to make them out of favour with their
reprefentatives, to make it xmpo(ﬁblc for men to at faithfully in
the dnfcharge of their truft to the émpirc without having odium
excited igamﬂ' them. Confidence in the C rown was fet up in
the of confilénce iri the Houfe of Commons ; ; and the

,entrénchments on the Conﬁxmtlon were carried on by appeals
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&ﬁe pﬂ'mnsofthemconﬁw Forhmzfe!fheha&fo
- often occafion to ngnce this fettled planin the adminiftration
of the prefent day, and with fo little cffe, that he defpaired of
producing any effeét on the tempers of the Houfe.
But having frequently fhowed himfelf unawed by the influ-
. enge of power, he trufted he fhould be able on the prefent oc-
eafion to maintain an equal fuperierity, and teftify himfelf no
lefs unmoved by popular prejudice and clamour ; and though it
wonld be prefumptuous in any man to apply to his pradtice,
yet he would take upon himfelf to apply to his fen fe of his duty
the celcbrated paflage,

’ Fuflum et tenacem prépafiti virum
Nan civium arder prava jubentium
Non vultus inflantis tyranni
Mente quatit folida

Mr. Chancellor PITT reverted to the King's {fpeech, and
to what he had faid before, and afked if any thing therein men-
tioned tended to call upon the right honourable gentleman for
fo vehement a defence of the rights and privileges of that Houfe,
when no attack was made upon them. He would only trouble
the Committee with a few words. The right honourable gen-
tleman had ftated, that his arguments and prepofitions, if fol-
lowed up, wecakened the fyftem for paying off the national
debt, fettled by the bill of 1786. This, however, he thought
ke had faid enough to controvert. The right honourable gen-
tleman feemed to think himfelf not at liberty to go into the
quettion with the freedom he could have withed, but in his opi-
nion, the only queftion of importance was fairly at iffue be-
gween them, and that was, that upon taking an average of
four years, whether there was a furplus fufficient to enable
him to appropriate part of it towards difcharging the nationa]
debt, and the remainder towards relieving the fubJe&s from
fome of the moft oppreflive taxes. In his opinion we were
arrived at that period when the furplus was fuch as maght bg
.ppropmted inthat way; in the nght bonourable gentlemzn ]
opinion, we were not, and the matter remained fof the de-
cifion of the Houfe. He contended, the prefent ﬁtuauon of

_:};hp fiqances of this country far. Q-ceeded any cxpe&auons that
3
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wcx'efqrmed ofthem in former yoars.  He then came to niake
fome reply t6 what the right honourtblc gemleman had faid of
his felfith attention to the moment,, and his l'eventy to thofe
Minifters who might fucceed him. How this came to be ar--
gued he was at a lofs to account for, except the right honour-
able gentleman had a view to what might occur when he came
into office. Great fault had been found with him becaufe he
propofed to follow a fyftem that he was convinced was bene-
ficial to the country beyond the period to which it had been
originally intended to carry it ; and this it was faid he did to
prevent any future Minifter of the time from enjoying the po-
pularity of it. His propofal went to the year 1808, and he
would atk, where was the difference, withregard to whomf{o- «
ever might be Minifter, between this fcheme and that of the
Committee in 1786, but about one yearand a half ; but in the
period of fifteen years, taking in all the vicifitudes and changes
that might happen, he did not know whether he might not be
as well difpofed to the Minifter of that day, and have as good .
a chance of being his friend, as the right honourable gentle-
man. Ithad happened that feveral gentlemen, who fat on the
fame fide with the right honourable gentleman, had before
now been out of their seckoning as to the changes of admini®
ftration, and it might fo happen again. ‘

Mr. FOX faid, except he was wilfully mifreprefented, he
could not account for the manner in which the right honour-
able gentleman had argued. He, when he fpoke before, never

,Mmeant to enter into any fpeculation with regard to who would
or would not be Minifter fiftcen years hence. No fuch idea
had ever entered his mind, and he begged the right honourable
gentleman, and the Houfe, to recolle&, that when he had
put that part of his argument, he ftated it as atking a quef-
tion of the right honourable gentleman, upon which he.
knew he muft be impartial, and which had no referepce or
regard to the perfon who mightbe Minijfter. He, perhaps, in
the right honourable gentleman’s opinion, was not a man of
great wifdom, but he trufted he was not fo foolifh as to indulge
any fuch fpeculation as the right lionourable gentleman hinted
at. ‘As matters at prefent were; he could have no hopes of
fuccefs, fo unequal were the numbers ; nor could he: thmk that

Hh 2
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éhciufé hé was forue years older dhan the right honobrable gen-
ﬂemm, that was any reafon for his fpeculationupon being his
fuctefforfiftcen yeari hence. " The right honourable gentleman
boafted, in high language, of the unexpeéted mcreafe ‘of the
revenue. He allowed all the caufes ftated by the right honour-
able gentleman ; but he certainly would not allow that the in-
creafe was either unexpected or unforefeen, whatever pains
might be taken to fpread abroad fuch an opinion, for the pur-
pofe of momentary popularity, which feemed to be the chief
ftudy of the prefent day. The Minifter took every method to
perfuade the country that he was not only the perfon who could
pay off the national debt, but the fole inventor of a plan for
* the reduion of that debt ; and that it nevér had been thought

of till he came into power to put it into practice ; and that it
originated entirely with him. It required, however, nothing
from him to put that matter out of doubt, becaufe the right ho-
nourable gentleman, and many in the Houfe, mufl know the
contrary.

Mr. Chancellor PITT then moved hIS refolutions feverally,
which were agreed to, and ordered to be reported.

The Houfe, in a Committee.of Supply, ‘and afterwards in
2 Committce of Ways and Means, came to feveral refolutions,
which were ordered to be reported on Monday,

Mr. Chancellor PITT prefented the following Copy of a
Treaty of Marriage between the Duke of York and the Prin-
cefs Royal of Pruffia. e then gave notice, that in the
courfe of next week he fhould move the fettdement, as agreed

to be made upon the Dutchefs, and the provifion required for
the Duke of York.

.

TRANSLATION OF A TREATY
BLTWEEN
HIS MAJESTY AND THE KING OF PRUSSIA,
On the Marriage of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York,

, With her Royal Highnefs the Princefs Fredcrica Charlotte
Ulrique Catharine of Pruffia.

Signed at Berlin, 26th Jan. 1792.
In'the Name of Almighty God,
Be it known to all pexfons now living and to come, that the
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Moft High and Moft Puiffant Prince and Lord, George the
Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, .
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of Brunfwick and
Lunenburgh, Arch-T'reafurer, and Prince ¥le@or of the Holy
Roman Empire, &c. and the Mof High and Moft Puiffant
Prince and Lord, Frederick William, by the Grace of God
King of Pruffia, Margrave of Brandenburgh, Arch-Chamber-
lain, and Prince Ele@or of the Holy Roman Empire, Sove-
reign Duke of Silcfia, Sovereign Prince of Orange, Neufcha-
tel, .and Valengin, as alfo of the county of Glatz, Duke of
Gueldres, Magdeburgh, Cleves, Julieres, Bergues, Stettin,
Pomerania, of the Caffubians and Vandals, of Mecklen-
burgh, as alfo of Crofnia, Burgrave of Nurenburgh, Prince
of Halberftradt, Minden, Camin, Vandalia, Schwerin, Ratze-
burgh, Eaft Friczeland, and Mcurs, Count of Hohenzollern,
Ruppin, Marck, Ravenfburgh, Hohenitein, Ticklenburgh,
Schwerin, Lingen Bure, and Leerdam, Lord of Ravenftein,
Roftock, Stargard, Lanenbergh, Butau, Arla, and Breda,
&c. being clofcly united by the dearcft ties of blood and
fricndfhip, confented, with the moft lively fatisfation, to the
marriage of their moft dear children their Royal Highnefles
the Duke of York and Albany, Prince Bithop of Ofnaburgh,
and the Princefs Frederica Charlotte Ulrique Catharine of
Pruffia, and that this marriage has been duly and legally fo-
lemnifed at Beslin, and at London, atcording to the laws of
the two countries, and the rites of the reformed churches,
there refpeétively eftablithed Their Majefties being defirous
to reduce into the requifitc forms, the engagements contained
in a provifional a& concluded at Berlin, on the 15th of Septem-
ber, 1791, by their refpetive Minifters, to ferve as the effen-
tial bafis of the future contra& of marriage of their Royal
Highneffes ; and defiring alfo to provide for the entire and
complete exccution of the faid engagements, have named and
authorifed for that falutary purpofe their refpective Commif-
faries, viz. His Majelty the King of Great Britain, Sir Mor-
ton Eden, Knight of the Ordei of the Ba:{!t,: and his Envoy
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to His Pruffian Majefty,
and His Majefty the King of Pruffia, his Miniftersof State,
of War, and of the Cabinet, Charles William Count de
Finckenftein, Frederick William Count de: Schulenburg,
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of the Order of the Black Eagle, and Philip Charles
Buren I’Alvenfleben, Knight of the Order of St. John, who
by virtue of their refpeQive full powers reciprocally commu-
ni¢ated 4nd exchanfed, after having difcuffed all the neceflary
points, have agrecd on the following Articles.

Article 1. His Maj.ity the King of Pruffia, gives to the
Princefs his daughter, a portion of one hundred thoufand
crowns in Frederics d'or, viz. Forty thoufand crowns, as

« being the ufual portion of the Princeffes of the Houfe ‘of
Pruffia, and fixty thoufand crowns, as parapharnalia. In cafe
the Princefs thould happen to dic before her hufband, with-
out leaving iffue, both the fums as well for the portion, as for
‘the parapharnalia, fhall revert to the King and his fucceffors,
in as far as her Royal Highnefs fhall not have difpofcd of the
latter; but the produce thereof fhall belong to his Royal
Highnefs her hufband furviving. His Majefty has befides
provided her Royal Highnefs with a ¢rouffeau fuitable to her
birth and rank.

Article II. Her Royal Highnefs the Princefs renounces,
and by the a& figned the 29th of September, 1791, has re-
rounced, conformably to the ufage and family compa& of the
Houfe of Pruffia and Brandenburgh, in favour of the male fuc-
ceflion, all right of inheritance arifing from the faid Houfe, in
the fame manner, in the fame terms, with the fame referva-
tions, and the fame validity of ehgagement as the Piinceffes of
Pruffia and Brandenburgh have on their rharriage done to this
time, And His Majefty the King of Great Britain, in his
, 6wn name, and in that of his fon the Duke of York, con-
" firms this renunciation, in the moft cxpn.fs and folemn man-
ner.

Article III. His Royal Highncfs the D ike of York hav-
ing promifed to give to the Princefs his wife, as the gift on
tie day after the marriage, called by the nime of Mirgengabe,
the fum of fix thoufand pgunds iterling, the intereft of which

. 'was to be paid from the'ggth of September 1791, and to make
part of the fum fixed for pin money, and for the annual expeit-
ces of her Royal Highnefs, without her Royal Highnefs hav-
ing however, any power of difpofing of the capital, during the
Jife of her hufband—His Majefty the ng of Great Britaia
confirms this engagement.
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Article IV. His Royal Highnefs the Duke of York having
promifed to pay annually, and during the whole time of her
marriage, to her Royal Highnefs, for her pin money, and
daily expences, known by the name of Kleider, Hand and
Sprelgelder, the fum of four thoufand pounds fterling, of
which her Royal Highnefs fhall have the free difpofal, for
her own ufe, without defraying out of that fum, the charge
of the maintenance of the perfons attached to her fuite, and
intended for her fervice. His Majefty the King of Great Bri-
tain has been pleafed to take upon himfelf the full and entire
execution of the faid engagement ; and His Majefty in confe-
quence, promifes and engages to fecure to her Royal Highnefs
the Dutchefs of York, the annual payment of four thoufand
pounds fterling, including the intereft of the fum of fix thou-
fand pounds fterling, mentioned in the third article. °

Article V. His Majefty the King of Great Britain grants
as a counter portion to the portion given by His Majeity the
King of Pruffia, the like fum of one hundred thoufand crowns
in gold.—His Britanick Majefty alfo engages to fecure to the
Princefs, in cafe of the unhappy event of mournful fepara-
tion, by the death of his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York,
the annual fum of eight thoufand pounds itciling for her join-
ture, together with a refidence, and a fuitable eftablifhment.

Article VI. This treaty fhall be ratified by His Majefty the
King of Great Britain, and by His Majefly the King of
Pruffia, and the letters”of ratification fhall be exchanged in
the fpace of fix wecks, or fooner, if poffible, to be computed
from the day of the fignature. In witnefs whereof, we the
Plenipotentiaries of His Majefty the King of Great Britain,
and of His Majefty the King of Pruffia, by virtue of our re-
fpe&ive full powers, have figned the prefent treaty, and put
thereto the feals of our arms.

Done at Betlin the 26th of January, 1792.

{v. s.) M. EDEN. (L. S.) CH. WILL. COUNT, DE FINCKEN-
STEIN,
(r.s.) F. W. COUNT DE SCHU-
LENBERG.
(s. s.) P. C. D'ALVENSLEBEN.
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Manday, 20th February.

Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the Committee of
Supply. The refolutions of which were read.

On the reading the vote for four hundred thoufands pounds
for the prelent year, for the liquidation of the national debt,

Mr. FOX faid, he underftood that upon this fubje&, there
+was to be an anticipation of a quarter, and to calculate from
the fifth of April to the fifth of April, inftead of taking it from
the fifth of January, to the fifth of January. On this pointhe
had nothing to urge himfelf ; but he had reafon to believe, there
were gentlemen in that Houfe who confidered this as a great
obje&ion, and who wifhed to ftate their ppinion upon it.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that if any gentleman thought
there would be any particular inconvenience in difcuffing this
refolution at the prefent moment, he fhould be happy that fome
other day fhould be appointed for the difcuffion of this refolu-
tion feparately ; as alfo the ways and means for raifing this fup-
ply. Wednefday was appointed for that purpofe.

Mr. GREY faid, that he regretted the neccflity from which
he now felt himfelf compelled to come forward with a motion
for papers. From His MajeRly’s fpeech he had hoped that
the Houfe would be furnifhed with all the neceflary informa-
tion refpeéting the obje@ and effe@t of the meafures of Admi-
niftration. Ile had trufted that the period had at laft arrived
for a difcuflion fuitable to the importance of the fubject and
the dignity of that Houfe, in which they fhould be able to fhew
themfelves faithful ftewards of the Public, whofe money they
had voted away, and influenced by no motives but regard to
their own duty and the interefts of their conftituents. He had
hoped, and he ftill hoped, that the Houfe would never be fa
, blindly attached to a fyftem of confidence in Admunifiration,
or fo remifs in the d:ﬁ.harge of its firft and moft facred avoca-
tion, asto neglett all inquiry. In this hope he trufted he was
not deceived, and was fuill fanguine in fpite of that oppofition,
whith had already been but too fuccefsfully exerted againtt all
attempts to bring forward the means of difcuflion. On the pre«
fent occafion he was more efpecially fanguine, as the only
pretext that had formerly been urged for withholding papers
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Was now completely removed. 'This was now the third time
in which he had come forward for a fimiiar purpofe to move
for the produdion of papers, and rio ill fuccefs fliould dif-
coufage him from perfifting in what he regardcd as his duty.
1ft, When he had moved for paperson the fubje&t of the Spa-
nith armament, it was then urged as ah objellion, the ne-
ceflity which there exifted of fecrecy, and the danger with
which the predu&ion of papers would be attended, pcndmb i
negociation.  2dly, When he had taken an opportunity to re-
new that motion, when called upon for a vote of approbation,
it wag found, that though the negociation was over, the reign
of confidence had not ceafed.. The fame confidence which had
before been alledged asa pretext for withholding information,
was then found to have cqual weight in fuppreffing inquiry,
and it was ftuted that no papers ought to be produced except
there appeared fame greund for blame on the face of the tranf=
adtion, aad that no fuch ground was afforded, as the obje&t for
which the armament had been entered into was completely ob-
taincd.  The cafe was now dilferent, habes reum coifitenter,
the Miniller's own declaration afforded ground for examina-
tion and cenfure.  Yct even now the perfon fufpected was al-
lowed to exercife his difcretion with refpeét to what papers
were 1o be produced.  To his fidélity and zedl was committed
the care of affording all fuch informiation as he fhiould dsem ne-
deffary and proper, and there was no doubt that in the dif-
charge of this duty he would be careful to bring forward fuch
materials as might not tend to criminate himfelf,  Thus, wi:h
confidence; pending negociations, and confidenceafter their con-
clufion, the Minifter appeared to have got a general indemnity:
Pending a2 negociation, fuch papers arc only to be produucd as
the Minifter thinks proper ; and now that the ncgociation is at
anend, he takes a new ground, and fays, ¢ Truft to my can-
¢ dour for the production of fuch papers as may be neceary "
Such’condu& was a grofs infult to the Houfe, and in which
they, he trufled, would never tamely acquicfce. From the
papers alrcady on the table, there appeared to him ground for
crimipation, fince by thefe papers it would be found that the
Bafinels had at firft been undertaken without ary juftifiable
\caufe, and afterwards meanly and bafely abandoned. The
Vor. XXXI. Ii ‘
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Minifter himfelf had confeffed that, in his obje@ of fecuring:
the poffeflion of Oczakow to the Turks, which had been held
out as the great objc& of the armament, he had completely
failed. It yet remained to be proved, how far this object
was of a nature which affeCted us, or ourallies; and, if it did
affe@ either, what fteps had been taken on the occafien, if it
affeed us, whether we had called fos their fupport, or if it
affe@ed them, what application had been made on their part
for affiftance. He fhould now ftate what farther papers he
wanted for this purpofe, and which he meant to make the fub-
je& of his prefent motions. It had at firft been ftated that the
influence of the Turkifh empire in Europe was confiderable,
and that its diminution would be injurious to the interefts of
our ally the King of Pruflia. In this cale it affeCted us only
collaterally, and fo far as the interelts of our ally were con-
cerned.  And as itcould notbe fuppofed that Minifters thould
be fo officious as to interfere without being defired, it was ma-
terial to know what reprefentations and requifitions had been
made by the King of Pruffia on the occafion, in order that it
might be afcertaired upon what principles the nation had been
embarked in this undertaking. The treaty of this country
with Pruffia was purcly defenfive ; what then was the nature of
the engagements, or thofe grounds upon which we had been
led to take part in an objeét entiscly unconne&ed with our in-
terefts ! There had been rumours, that we ftood pledged by an
engagcment with the Court of Pruffia in a manner very differ-
ent from that which was openly fpecified in the treaty between
us and that Court, laid upon the table a confiderable time
fince. If thefe rumours were without foundation, it was a
duty the Minifter owed to himfelf, and to the public to refute
them. If they were true, they were indoed alarming, and the
people of this country ought to know the fa. One of his ob-
jedls, thercfore, was to know the extent of our engagement
with the Court of Pruffia. He afked no-private papers, no in-
ftructions that had been given to the Minifter at Berlin. But
flill it might be ftated there would be danger in the produ&ion
of papers. What danger ! The only danger which he could
perceive would be in refufing them, If the views of miniftry.,
were really fuch as were ftated, they would only be confirmed
by their produion. Otherwife his reafoning was conclufive.
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For if other views were entertained, if there had been formed
fchemes of conqueft, or the obje& had in reality been to put
Dantzick and Thorn into the hands of the King of Pruffia, it
was of confequence to guard againft the machinations of 2 weak
and corrupt Miniftry, and affert the good faith of the country
which their conduét had endangered. Was the treaty with
Pruffia, that had been laid upon the table, the only treaty, and
was it the whole of the treaty ? Was there no fecret article of
a different tendency than was correfpondent with a defenfive
treaty ? He belicved that it was generally agreed by writers on
the conftitution of this country, that the advantages of ftate fe-
crecy and difpatch were amply compenfated for by the obferv-
ance of good faith in regard to our treaties. Laft year had
proved the confequences of the fyftem of ftate fecrecy, and
how little this country had to expeét from its boafted advan-
tages. This produ&ion of papers, for which he meant to
move, might poflibly operate to the advantage of His Majefty’s
Minifters, and it was alfo poflible, that it might have a differ-
ent tendency. He did, however, think it highly proper that -
the Houfc thould be made acquainted with what had paffed be-
tween our Court and that of Eerlin.

The next papers he wanted, werc thofe which contamed an
account of any reprefentations or requifitions which had been
made by the Porte, or any engagements which we had come
under to that quarter. It would be very ftrange, indeed, if it
fhould be found that we had interfered in a difpute where our
aid had not becn defired, and proffered an affiftance for which
we had received no thanks. He fhould only name the other
papers for which he intended to move, viz. an account of our
recommendation of terms of peace to the Porte, and the an-
fwer ; an account of the mediation of the King of Denmark,
&c. as he withed to difcover what were the feelings of the
powers of the Baltic upon the occafion ; and lafily, all thofe
papers relative to the negociation that had pafled between the
Courts of London and Peterfburgh. How elfe could they be
competent to decide on the objeét of that negociation, and the
manner in which it had been condufted? If it were afked,

hat was the intention of the produ&ion of thefe papers? he
fhould anfwer, that the Houfe might be fully acquainted with

Iia
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the whole of the negociation, and not rely folely on the gar- '
bled extrals and fcraps prepared by the right honourable gen+

tleman, who ftood before them as an accufed perfon. The
queftion was, whether they fhould on that occafion a& as be-

came the honeft reprefentatives of a free people, or like the

fyccphants of the Crown, and the flatterers of the Minifter,

He reminded the Houfz of her Imperial Majefty’s anfwer to
the arrogant demands of the right honourable gentleman. She

had faid, that thcie was a duty which the owed to her fub-

jeéts, and that fhe was bound to conv ince them, that their
blood and treafure had neither been W.mt(mly nor unncceTarily

expended. He lamented that it fhould be neceffary to quote

the opinion of an abfolute and defpotic monarch, who well
knew, that abfolute as her power was, as her fubjects them-
felves confelled it to be, and extenfive as her dominions were,

the cxiftence of the one, and tlic integrity of the other, depend-

ed on opinion.  She well kuew, that in this country, obedi-
ence to the Governmient implicd prote@ion to the fubject ;

and it.was incumbent on that Houft to take up her language,

and fay, ¢ that there was a duty which they owed to their

“ conflituents, and thet thcy were bound to corvinee them,

¢ that their treafure had not been wantonly or unneceilarily

¢ expended.”  If they were to accufe the 1ight honourable

gentleman, was he himfcif to dire@t the evidence that was

brought forward to fupport the accufation ? They had heard

of the excillence of the Britifh conflitution, in the fpeech from

the Throne, and they had heard it deferibed by the right ho-

nourable genileman, in a {rairr of admirable caquence, that

animated and warmed the heart of cvery Member prefint,—

What was the fubje@ of his pancgyric, ought with them to

be matter of practice. Let the right honourable gentlernan

praife the conititution ; let them defend it.

“ We too are fricndsto loyalty. We love

“ The King who loves the law, rcfpeéls its bounds,
¢ And lives content within them.  Him we ferve
¢ Freely and withdclight, who leaves us free.

¢ But recolle@ing ftill that he is man,

* We truft him not too far. King tho’ he be,

¢ And King in England too, he may be weak
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f¢. And vain enough to be ambitious ftill,
_# May exercif: amifs his proper pow'rs,
¢ Or covet more than frecmen chule to grant ;
¢¢ Beyqnd that mark is treafon. He is ours,
¢ T’ adounilter, to guard, to adorn the State,
¢ But not to varp or change it, We are his,
¢ T'o ferve him nobly in the common caufz,
¢ “I'ruc to the death, but not to be his {laves *.”

Should the moft valuable funfions and privileges of that
Houfe be fuffered to fall into difufe, the lofs would fuon be
f.lt by the Public. They might be regularly honoured by what
Lord Chatham had once termed ¢ the annual cpiate of a fpeech
from the Throne ;" but though, at prefent, confidered as a
qucttion of feeling, there could appear to be little danger to
the conflitution, therc were thofe who looked beyond the price
of the funds for the profperity of their country.

There were thofe who, natwithitund ng th-y were told that
the conftitution would lait til] time thou'd be no more, faw, in
the cxient to which the new -fangled doCtrine of confidence was
carricd, fymptoms of decay, no lefs alarming than in a fall of
ftocks or a decline of credit, and with regret perceived that
they were daily betfowing praifes on a conititution into which:
they were daily introducing abufes.  If they fuffered Miniiters
to fpend the money of their conftituents in ufelefs and expen-
five armaments, without duc inquiry, they need not boalt of
the cxcellence of the conflitution, or the privileges and func-
tions of that Houfe, for litile wasleft of the charalter or im-
portance of cither.

He would not trouble the Houft: with a recapitulation of the
arguments he had ufed, but would move, ,

. ¢ That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Myjefty, that
he will be gracioutly pleafed to give dircétions, that thee be
laid before this Houle, copies or extrads of all repref:ntations
or requifitions made by the Court of Berlin to His Majefly’s
2 Minifter .at the faid Court, or by his Pruffian Majeity's Mi-
t nifter at this Court, to His Majefty’s Sccretary ot State for
M»’eign department, or other Minifters at hame, relative to

* Cowper's Talk, a Poem.
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the war between Rulfia and the Porte, together with the an~
fwers that were given to fuch reprefentations or requifitions ;
and alfo, copies or extra@s of all reprefentations made by His
Majefty's Sccretary of State for the foreign department, or
other Minifters at home, to his Pruffian Majefty’s Minifter
here, or by His Majefty’s Minifter at the Court of Berlin,
together with the anfwers to fuch reprefentations, upon the
fubjedt of the faid war ;

¢ "That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, that
he will be gracioully pleafed to give direGtions, that there be
laid before this Houfe, an account of all offers made to the
Ottoman Porte by His Majefty’s Minifter at Conftantinople,
for the prirpofe of propofing conditions of peace to the Emprefs
of Ruflia, together with the anfwers to fuch offers ; and of all
reprefentations or requifitions made by the Ottoman Porte re-
lative to the war with Ruflia, and the anfwers to the fame ;
and alfo, of fuch engagements as may have been entered into
by His Majefly’s Minifters with the Ottoman Porte relative to
any afliftance to be afforded to the faid Power, by His Ma-
jufty and his allies, in cafe of a continuation of the war;

¢ T'hzt an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, that
he will be graciouflv pleafed to give direGions, that there be
Jaid before this Houfe, an account of the fteps taken by His
Majefly and the King of Pruffia, to propofe to the Ottoman
Porte, the conditions of peace, confinted to by Meflrs. Whit-
worth and Fawkener, and Count Goltze, in their memorial,
dated July 22d 1791, according to the engagements entercd
into in the faid memorial, and of any anfwer that may have
been returned to fuch recommendation, on the part of their
Britannic and Pruffian Majeftics, by the Porte ;

¢¢*That an humble addrefs be prefcnted to His Majefty, that
he will be gracioufly pleafed to give dire@ions, that there be
laid before this Houfe, an account of the overtures madeby his
Catholic Majefty and the Court of Denmark, for the purpofe
of terminating the war between Ruffia and the Porte, referred
to in the memorial of Mcflrs. Whitworth and Fawkener, and
Count Goltze, dated June 2gth 17913

*¢ That an humble addrefs be prefentcd to His Majetty, “that.
he will be gracionfly pleafed to give dire&ions, that there be laid
bifore this Houfl, an acccunt of all memorials, reprefentations,
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and requifitions, together with the anfwers to the fame, that
may have ‘paffed between the Courts of London and, Peterf-
burgh, relative to the war between Ruflia and the Porte, from
the 19th of December 1989 to the prefent period, inclufive,
that do not appear among the papers already prefented to the
Houfe.” .

Mr. MINCHIN contended, that we might have made
Ruflia give better terms to the Porte than fhe had done, if the
negociation had been left to its due operation and effe&t. He
entercd into a dufeription of the importance of Oczakow, and
the territory adjoining, which he faid wasequally advantageous
to Pruflia and the Porte, from its fituation, as Gibraltar was
advantageous to us as a key to the Mediterranean. He fpoke
of that fafcinating eloquence, on the other fide of thz Houle,
which had, on a former occafion, been fuccefsfully employed
to make ¢ the worfe appear the better reafon.” To that clo-
quence, which he had often heard with pleafure, but which
he then heard with an apprehenfion that had been juflified by
the event, he afcribed the change of popular opinion ; and
when the Minifter found that the majority of the people were
averfe to a Rufian war, had he purfued a meafure that was
unpopular, it would have argued him to be out of his fenfes.
He maintained that our condutt in the nego:iation was formed
on a plan of wifdom and juftice, and he was perfuaded that the
peace ' would be the peace of a day only, and that the country
would have reafon to lament, that our armament had not fully
attained its obje@. They would find alfo that the boafted tri-
umpls that they had heard of from the other fide of the Houfe,
would not prove to be trophies of honour, but monuments of
difgracc. With regard to the queftion of confidence, when
he faw a Minifter lay a plan, and bring it to a fuccefsful iflue,

" he could not but grant him confidence, and truft that he would
be equally fuccefsful when another occalion required it. Did
not the foldicrs and failors place confidence in their General
and Admiral ? With regard to the right honourable gentleman
oppofite to him, did not his fricnds place confidence in him,
.and fupport him as far as they could in his oppolition to the
meafures of Adminiftration ? For thefe reafons, he thould give
his negative to the motion.
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Mr Chancellor PITT begged to ftate fhortly the ground
which appeared to his mind fit to be brought forward againft
the motion juft made by the honcurable gentleman.  He feem-
ed to take two greunds in fupport of his motion. The one
was founded on the general prirciple of examining into all the
circumftances of a negeciation afier it was concluded 5 and for
which purpofe all comiunication between the different powers
that could poflibly be foppefed <o tend to explain the negoci-
ati.n, muit be laid before the Houfe.  This was claimed in
the prefint cale as a principle in the conflitution of this coun-
try.  The other greuud depended cn the neceffity of the pre-
fent information for the purpofe of inquiring into, and form-
inz an opinion on, the merit or demerit of the prefent Admi-
wmiftration, in their cordué@ refpe@ing the late armnament.—
One of thele points had alieady Leen very much the fubjeét of
difcuflion w that Houie, as bad been 2Howed by the honour-
able mover on the profent occafion.  From what lie had this
day heard, he was not able 10 colle@ what was the conilitu-
tional principie on which the objeét of the motion could be
faid to reft. To muinuin that Government fhould expe&-
fioin that Houfe, on any occafion, a blind, unlimited, and
difgraceful contidenee, he wasas far from withing as any man
in that Houfe. Hc was as ready as any iman in that Houfe to
join in the principie that maintainad it to-be a part of the con-
flitwtional power of that Houfe 5 nor was it any difparagement
of the State, that the Houfe of Commans had the power to in-
quirc, the right to inquire, to interpofe itsadvice to the Throne,
and on a fufficient ground to procewd to the punithment of de-
linquents, and to correct abufes.  “T'his power the Houfe cer
tainly had ; and there might be cafes where it would become
their duty to exercife that power.  This was not, however, to
be done, but where ftrong fufpicion, at leaft, accompanied the
conduct of the officers acting under the executive branch of the
State. ‘This he was fo far from denying, that he admitted
there might be circumftances that would call for the exercife
of that power, even pending a negociation.  But cn the other
hand, whenever there fhould, cither in fa& or in apprelien-
fion, be any danger in the cafe, or where the party afking for
information did not make out the necaffity, he maintained there’

might be many points of information that ought not to be Lid
1

N
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before the Public. This was a principle that not only was to
be found in the theory of our conftitution, but was alfo the
daily pradice of thofe who were beft acquainted with it, and
had a&ed under it. There were none, even among thofe who
might be friends to the moft vigilant inquiry, who would not
allow that it might be improper to difclofe fome particulars

pending a negociation ; and it was generally admitted, that
fuch informatian thould not be granted, unlefs there fhould

be ftated fomething that would counterbalance the evil which
might await the difclofure. He believed he did not go too far

when he faid, there fhould be fomething of a very extraordi-
nary nature ftated, before it would be prudent for Minifters,
to give to the Public all the information poffeffed by Govern-
ment, by which they might difclofe various circumftances be-
longing to different States in Europe ; for by declining that,

the other parts of the.information would be rendered ufelefs,

and by a full difclofure of faéls of this nature, they might ef-

fe& the diffolution of all alliance, and the utter deftru@ion of
all treaties, without having the chance of a renewal of either ;

and therefore, he could not for a moment think that it would

be confiftent with the fpirit of our moft excellent conftitution,

or with the fafety of any regulated State, to give way to mo-

tions for papers, unlefs the production of them was manifeftly

neceffary ; becaufe a compliance of that fort, as a matter of
courfe, would, in its nature, be deftru&ive not only to our

conftitution, but fubverfive of all the order in our, or any

State, and fatal to all attempts to carry on any negociation in

future ; indeed the honourable mover had not gone to the full

extent of faying he was entitled to call for information in this

manner. But he fhould beg leave to obferve, that all the argu-

ments he urged in favour of his motion, were of that nature,

although they were not puthed to that cxtent. "The honourable

gentleman withed to reprefent the Minifters of the Crown as

afking for, and the Houfe giving, a portion of confidence, that

was new and dangerous, and that it was fuch as a Member of
Parliament could not do, without foregoing his duty to his

conftituents ; and that Minifters were endeavouring to intro-

duck a principle which was contrary to the opinion of our an-
ceftors, and the praétice of former times. .

Vor. XXXI. Kk
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ot charge agam& Miriifters and the Houfc, ‘brought the
fubje@7to a queftion.. “ Was the .condu&t of the Minifters’
*¢¢ and of the Houfe, who fan&ioned their meafures, unconfti- -
¢ tutional?” The power of makmg warand peace in the or- .
dinary courfe of events, was given in the firft iniftance to the
executive part of the ftate, and a little while ago he fhould
have been athamed of afking the queftion, ¢ Whether this was
“ not wifely given i” or toafk ¢* whether Parliament had not
¢ the power of examining into the wifdom of the meafures
¢ adopted by the executive branch, and if difpleafed with
"¢ them, to withhold fupplies?” ¢ Or to proceed to the pu-
¢ nifhment of thofe who had advifed the Crown to adopt un-
¢ wifc meafures? ¢ Or, on prefling occafions, to interrupt
¢“Minifters in the purfuit of bad meafures, and to addrefs the
¢« "Throne to avoid the impending danger!” Thefe were all
of them clear points. What then was the cafe here to be ar-
gued? It was, that the Houfe was called on to interfere with
the prerogative of the executive power, to examine into its ex-
ercife, although no one inftance was adduced of its being
abufed. That the conduct of Adminiftration was to be ex-
antined, and obliquely cenfured, when there was not one in-
ftarice in which they had abufed their power. What was this
_but maintaining that the very foundation of the principle of
confidence in any thing, or in any inftance, wherein the Go-
vernment was concerned, fhould be utterly and at once de-
ttroyed? That in fome cafes there muft be an examination he
admitted; but to fay that it was an ufeful principle to be laid
down, that no confidencé thould be repofed in the exifting go-
vernment on any occafion, was a propofition fo monftrous that
it could not be maintained for a moment. It fapped the very
eflence of all government. It tore up the very roots of fo-
ciety itfelf ; for the legiflature altogether was no more than a
truft which Government had provided in the ftate for the be-
nefit of the community. Whatever therefore might be faid
‘againft the principle of confidence, he was ready to confefs
that without a reafonable degree of confidence in the Minifters
of State, therc could be no regular Government, and that the
whole ftate would fall back into its original mafs, where the
law was nothing but the individual willy and where we fhouldes
be in a condition in which we might give the name of method.
3 )
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to anarchy and confnﬁon. Let'us then, he faid, fee whether

" the confidence in this cafe was againt the fpirit of the conftitu-
tign of this country ; and let ws feel on the other hand, ifit is
not, whether it may not be requifite to allow it, in certain
cafes. Tlfe queftion was, ¢ Whether there was that fort of
¢ cafe in the prefent inftance; that-made it reafonable the
¢ Houfe fhould give the confidence which had been afked,
¢¢ pending the .negociation ?” And now that the negociation
was concluded, ¢ whether there was ground of fufpicion againft
¢ the Minifters on the manner they had conduéted themfelves,
“¢ {o as to make an inquiry igto their condué neceffary ?”” He
faid, he thought it material, that the principle on which thefe
points were to be governed, fhould not be mifunderftood ; and
he thought that the Members of the Houfe would hardly go to
the length which the honourable mover feemed to adopt. He
did not believe they would difpute the propofition that he had
juft mentioned on the principle of confidence. That a reafon-
able fhare of confidence in Adminiftration was not only allowed
by, but called for in, the conftitution of this country. Heére~
he could not help reminding the Houfe of the difference of
condué in the gentlemen of the oppofition. He had not for-
gotten the opprobrium with which he and others with whom he
had the honour to a& in the ycar 1784 were loaded, upon his
exprefling a difference of opinion from the gentlemen on the
other fide of the Houfe, upon the principle of confidence.—
They had feemingly forgot that at that time confidence was
thecry of their party, when this country might be fajd to haye
been without an exccutive Government. Then they all de-
claimed upon the abfolute neceflity of confidence ; and to fuch
a pitch did they carry this point, that by a {mall majority they
agreed to addrefs, and did addrefs, the Throne, upon the choice
of Minifters, and this too aganift the decided voice of the peo-
ple, and under circumftances by which it was underftood that
the party were then of opinion that there was no conftitutional
way of knowing the voice of the people but by the medium of
that Houfe. Such was their opinion then, but now it was
changed, and no confidence was to be given to Minifters, nor .
was any refpet to be due to the majority of that Houfe, who
' bad fupported the meafures now under difcuffion. So well could

Kk a
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they qualify or difgualify any opinion, or any (yftem, juft as
they thould happen to be circumftanced ; and the voice of the
“Houfe of Commons was cither the voice of the whole people of
this country, or the voice of'fa&ion, under the direion of
fomie particular perfons, as it might fuit the purpofe of thofe
"gentlemen. Thefe things, when they came to feel them, and
cooly to reflet on them, would induce them to fufpet they
had been too hafty in their opinions on each fide of the queftion ;
and that perhapsthey had been in fome degreedeceived in both;
and that they then carried their ideas of confidence, as ufual,
too high, as now they were difpofed to bring it too low. They
were then hurried by their paffions, and were now mifled by
their difappointment. It, therefore, fhould feem to the Houfe
that the confidence now afked was neither againft the theory
nor the praftice of the conftitution, but was fuch as, under
fimilar circumftances, might be granted fafely to Minifters in
any well-regulated State. But to come to the prefent point.
1t feemed the Houfe had a erimiunal who confefled the charge.
He muft-obferve that this was'the firft time he heard of it. He
had yet to learn that there was any accufation brought againit
him, for at prefent he ftood in a very fingular fituation, for he
was faid to have confefled a charge which, till this moment,
he did not know had been laid. This was fevere beyond all
precedent in the courfe of criminal jurifprudence; for he al-.
ways underftood that when a criminal was brought to the bar
to anfwer to any charge exhibited againft him, hc was always
advifed by the Court or Judge to plead, Not guilty. If he
was to be put on his trial to the bar upon a charge in this cafe,
he fhould beg leave to plead the general iffue; Not guilty.
¢ But then if the charge againft him was not made, he knew
“ it would be made.” To this he anfwered that there is
cnough on the'face of the tranfa&tion as difclofed to the Public,
through the medium of the papers on the table, to induce the
Houfe to approve of the condu of Mimitters on this occafion,
as there had been in the cafe of the armament againft Spain ;
the cafe wis different, indeed, in fome of the circumftances,
but not fq as to render the Houfe fufpicious.of the integrity of
Minifters in the one cafe, any more than inthe other. He con-
feffed, however, freely, that had the cafe refted where the firlt
vote of addrefs was given, *had pot. His Majefty, at the open-
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ing of the prefent feflion of Parliament, ardereg the papers be-
fore the Houfe, and which were now before them, he fhould, .
fpeaking as an independent Member of that Houfe, fay there
was not fufficient for the Houfe to approve of the conduét of
Minifters ; but now, with this information, he muft fay there
was quite as much as the Houfe could reafonably require. It
was very true that the late armament againft Ruffia had failed in
a great degree of its intended effe@. We had not obtained
what we intended to obtain. 'We had endeavoured to do what,
as it turned out, we were not able to do. But upon the pa-
pers before the Houfe, they could form an opinion without
making any farther inquiry. Itrappeared by thefe papers what
it was we wifhed to obtain, and what it was we had obtained.
Did it not appear that what we wifhed to obtain was no more
than what we had a right to expe&? The point of the negoci-
ation having terminated without our obtaining one objeét, was
a matter for argument on fome futureday; he did not with to
enter into the merit or the demerit of the determination now ;
but he faid, that itappeared from the document now before the
Houfe, or at leaft muft appear to every reafonable man,, that
there could not be any blame on His Majefty’s Minifters in this
cafe. It appeared that the demands of the Emprefs on the
Porte were larger than what fhe afterwards had really obtained.
‘That fhe applied to this country to fecond her views, and that
this country had given difcouragement to her demand; and
that after a length of negociation we had refufed to-accede to
herdemand ; fhe ftill infifted on poffeffing that, which this Go-
vernment, whether rightor wrong, he would not now fay, or
argue, thought important to the balance of power in Europe
that the fhould not retain, and alfo fo particularly to interfere
with the claims of our allies and the immediate interefts of this
country, that the matter of difpute became fufficient to give
rife to an armed negociation, the particulars of which he thould
detail on a future day, when he thould enter on that particular
fubje&. The Minifters of this country thought fit to enter
into this armament, on which the approbation of Parliament
was had, in order to enforce the object of our negociation, in
the courfe of which we infifted on a ceffion by the Emprefs of
Oczakow, but which fhe afterwards refufed to give up, and a¢
we had obtained fome points on her part, which we did not
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mean to infift op very ftrenuoufly, arid as the Emprefs infifted.
on ' retaining this, it wasi deemed advifeable not to perfift in
 that point any longer. ~ This was the condu& of Adminiftra-
fion, and this was, whathe confeffed, if it was the proper ob-
je& for cenfure, he muft fubmit to that cenfure. He was
ready to fay, that he had nothing more for the purpofc of his
defence, if accufed, thanto fay that the fyftem on which Mi-
‘nifters had alted on this occafion, was convincingly to him the
beft they could have adopted, and that the terms agreed upon,
under all the circumftances of the cafe, were the beft they could
obtain; and that better terms had been ftipulated on the part
of this country, and would have been obtained, the particulars
of which he fhould not now detail, but for circumftances which
he mutt fay did not depend on Government. He did not pro-
fefs to give to the Houfe all the circumftances that paffed on
this negociation, nor had put the Houfe in poffeffion of all the
seafoning of His Majefty’s Minifters on thc whole of this fub-
je& ; but he fubmitted to the Houfe, it was not neccffary he
thould do fo. He defired them to approve of his condu&, as
it appeared before them, and in doing fo, they would reflect on
the relative fituation of Europe, and the imprapricty of dil-
cloﬁng thofe things, fo as to endanger tlre fituation of our pub-
ficalliances. Every thing that ought to be difclofed, was dif-
clofed already; and points that might be known without dan-
ger were, by means of the papers, now befare the Public, ac-
ceflible to every man in Europe; but the difclofure of more,
was as unneceflary as it would be tumultuary and dangerous.
There were but too ways of confidering this tranfa&tion. To
know the terms which we had obtained, and the terms which
we had infifted on, and by comparing them with all the cir-
cumflances, a juft opinion might be formed. If the Houfe
thould appear diffatisfied with what Miniiters had done, he
thould then defire them to place themfelves in the fituation of
negociators under thefe circumitances, and then to afk them-
felves, ¢ What they fhould have done in that fituation, upon
*¢ the full view of the whole of the cafe, containing, as itdid,
¢ the relative fituation of almoft all the powers of Europe ?"”
He was fure that the Houfe, from principle and a fenfe of its
duty to the Public, would not impede the progrefs of public
bufinefs, or call for papers to put Minifters on their trial un.
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neceflarily : much lefs would they proczed to cenfure without
all the evidence, requifite to prove guilt; and this they could
not expe& to have (even granting, for the fake of the argu-
_ment, what he denied in fa&, that there was ground of fuf-
picion), without a minute detail of all the fecret tranfa&ions
of the different Courts of Europe. He was fure the Houfe
would fee the danger of the difclofure: He fhould trouble the
Houfe no farther. He trufted he had faid enough to entitle
him to give his negative to the prefent motions. -
The Hon. Mr. WYNDHAM, in reply, thanked the Mi-
nifter for having ftated the queftion in the proper point of view,
and declared himfelf ready to meet the queftion of confidence,
as it hadbeen argued. He readily agreed that there had been
a vaft change in the language‘and fentiment of confidence,
fince the period of 1784, alluded to by the right honourable
gentleman, but he begged to ftate that change. It was true
that thofe with whom he had the honour to a&, had ftated
confidence to be an eflential ground-work for the exifttnce of
a Minifter ; they confidered it as a neceffary, an indifpenfable
evil, which was to be granted no farther than cirdumftances
required, and never allowed to pafs beyond certai bounds ;
but it was not with them the change of fentiment confifted,
but in thofe who, upon that occafion, formed the Iminority.—
They then maintained, that, fo far from confidencg being ne-
ceflary on the part of the Commons, their eflential duty was
an unremitting watchfulnefs of the condu& of Minifters, and
an unremitting jealoufy of their meafures. So far, therefore,
he held the change of fentiment to be theirs, who had now de-
generated into the oppofite extreme of unlimited confidence.
In applying the queftion of confidence to paft tranfactions,
he agreed, that, in the firlt inftance ftated by his honourable
friend, the commencement of the Spanith armament, there
was ground of refufal of communication of papers pending ne-
gociation, which had been fo fuccefsfully urged at the time.
The next period in which confidence had been urged againft
producion of fpecific documents, was upon the conclufion of
that bufinefs, when Adminiftration were driven a ftep farther;
and having no longer the former plea to urge, they now had
refort to the argument of the abfurdity of calling for parti-
culars, when the obje& having been apparent, and the fuccefs
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«uﬁk»p& equally fo, the fudllity of .u inveftigation muft

Bé évident. -
. Fhey next nsturally csime to the commiencement of the late

:nﬁament, when they were again driven to the fame iefource
as to the.commencement of hoftilities ; and laftly, on the pre-
fentoccafion, they had arrived to the acmé of the principle of
confidence, when there appearing a prima facie evidence of
mifcondu on the part-of Minifters on the condu& and conclu~
fion of the bufinefs immediately before them ; flill they were to
. be told that they were not to demand more than it was thought
proper to communicate to them, and that by the very perfon
who was himfelf the obje& of confideration, and upon a re-
view of whofe condu& it was to be decided how far he had-
atted well or otherwife upon the occafion. Thus the right ho-
nourable gentleman was placed in the moft abfurd fituation at
once of criminal and accufer.
The honourable Mr. DUDLEY RYDER was content to
reft thé general queftion of confidence upon the mafterly ftate.
ment of it that had been made by his right honourable friend.
With refpe& to the application of it to the cafes already men-
tioned, it was agreed on all hands, that pending negociatien,
it was unwife to give up papers; at the conclufion of the Spanifh
negociation, papers had been again refufed, becaufe the obje&
having been attained and fully for which they had committed
themfelves, atonement having been afforded for the infult, and
fatisfa&tion for the injury, which had been offered, there was
no farther occafion for inveftigation ; and here he begged leave
to ftate the difference between that cafe and the one immedi-
ately before them. In the prefentcafe, neither the immediate
obje&, nor the event, had been dire&ly communicated to the
Houfe ; and therefore what had been properly refufed in the
one cafe, had, in the prefent, been as properly offered to their
confideration. How far the papers already communicated were
fufficient or not, was to be judged by confidering their obje& ;
that was, what were the demands which the armament was
intended to obtain, and how far what really had been obtained
- fell fhort of thefe demands; and if fo, how far the Miniftry
‘were blameable or otherwife in the defalcation ; now the pa-
pers before them were confeffedly adequate to thofe points, and
therefore he fhould certainly gjve his vote againft the motion
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for the prodution of farther, and confequetsdy ufelefs papers.
But if, as had been ftated, there were gentlemen who faw'ia
the papers already produced, ground of accufation, why did
they not take the, proper means to enforce that accufation?
Why did they not fummon thofe whom they confidered as cul-
pable to the bar of the Houfe? Why did they not proceed to a
minute inveftigation of their condu&, and either pafs a vote of
cenfure or inflit particular punifhment on all the parties con-
cetned? Why did they not, inftead of maving for papers, at
once have recourfe to the utmoft extremity?

Nil aftum rcpulrm.s, S quid fupereffet agendum.

Lord NORTH faid, that the late negociation had difgraced
us in theeyes of all Europe, and called aloud for inveftigation ;
that without the papers that were called for, it was impoffible
to have a clear infight into the tranfacion. He contended,
that it was the privilege of the Houfe to examine and inquire,
and that if -the papers were refufed them, their moft effential
functions were infringed. If the right honourable gentleman
would’ fay, that the produlion of the papers would give the
Emprefs of Ruffia the ieaft degree of chargin, he would not,
prefsfora fingle paper. He declared that no more papers were
neceffary to crithinatc Minifters; enough forthat purpofe had
been produced already. It was generally believed in every
Court in Europe that Great Britain was the inftigator of the
war, and this belief would not certainly be weakened by an op-
pofition to the prefent motion.

The Minifter had praifed the conftitution in a former debate
with all the cloquence of a Cicero. He hoped that he would
afford no reafon for infinuations fimilar to thofe which were
advanced againft that great man, that that conftitution which
he praifed he withed to deftroy.  With refpeét to the conttitu-
tion itfelf, he trufted that it would not experience the truth of
that obfervation, Laudandum—Ornandum—TOLLENDUM.

Mr. HALHEAD fpoke againft the motion, and enlarged
on theimportance of Oczakow.

Mr. THOMPSON faid, that from the tlmely notice given
by his honourable friend of the’ motion wh:ch he had that day

Vor. XXXI. - L1
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made, and which {o materially involved the charaéter and con-
du& of His Majefty’s Minifters, and alfo from the declarations
made from the Throne at the opening of the feffion, he had
no idea that the prefent queftion would have undergone difcuf-
.fion. It was the duty which Miniftry owed to themfelves, to
produce every document by which the Houfe might judge of
‘the wifdom and propriety of the armament for which they were
to provide. Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe were
inclined to treat it as a queftion of confidence ; he muft confi-
der it'as a grand conftitutional qucﬁxon It was the preroga-
tive of the Crown to make peace and war, to treat and nego-
ciate ; it was the prerogative and duty of that Houfe to in-
quire into the neceffity of fuch negociations and armaments,
beforc they gave them their fan&ion, by a vote for defraying
the expences. That they might fo far difcharge their duty,
was the intent of his honourable friend in the motion he had
brought forward. It has been faid, that you are to confider
whether confidence is to be repofed in the executiye power ; be-
tween'that Houfe and the executive power confidence thould be
‘mutual ; pending a negociation we arc to give them confidence
for the well condu&ing the affairs for the honour and dignity -
of the country; at the clofe of the negociation, we are to re-
ceive canfidence froin the executive power, that we may fully
and thoroughly examine the procecdings, before we give them
our applauf¢, by voting for the payment of them. The only
other dotrine of confidence is that repofed by the conftituent
in the reprefentative, that their rights and freedom will be af-
ferted and maintained, and to which they pledge themfelvesin
being deputed to that Houfe. If gentlemen acknowledge an-
other do&trine ta be repofed in Minifters, they thould at leaft
reccive the fame pledge which they themfelves have made;
from the prefent Miniftry no fuch pledge can be received ; in
aflerting this, he meant not to deal out the acrimonious lan-
guage of party, but to ftate fairly the opinion of the moft fa«
cred authority in this country, the verdi&t of an Englifb jury;
and, Sir, it ftands recorded at this day, that His Majefty’s
Minifters were privy to, and inftrumental in, trampling down
an Englifhman’s deareft right, the freedom of ele@ion. That
gueft;on, he hoped, would be again difcuffed in another thape,
£ after a review of this tranfaiion, teo important to be pbli-
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terated from the Ihemoryofanymanprefent, gentlethen are
ftill determined to repofe confidence in Minifters, and bhndly
to credit their affertions, not to examine their a&ions with that
jealoufy which he has been taught to confider the duty of the re«
prefentative of afree people, then he could only lament, that
it was not in the power of his honourable friend to gain that
which the people have a right to demand, all information in the
polfeffion of Miniflers, regarding the ncceffity of an armament, for
the expences of which they were to be called on to provide. f:

The Hon. Mr, COCKS faid, he thought the armed nego-
ciation with Ruffia a harfh meafure, on its firft introduction 3
he was ftill of the fame opinion. It would require more elo-
quence, he thought, than even that which had lately been em-
ployed to defcribe the profperity of this country, to juftify a
meafure which put its profperity fo much to hazard! Had pa-
pers been called for early in the progrefs of the negociation,
he fhould have approved of the motion, but fuch a motion
feemed now unneceflary.

Mr. FOX faid, the queftion had been fo ably debated by
thofe who thought on it as he did, that were he to fuppofe he
could add to the clearnefs or the force of their arguments, he
muft be vain indeed. There were circumftances, however,
that obliged him to trouble the Houfe, although he could have
been well contented to let the debate reft on the grounds on
which thofe who preceded him had placed it. A fort of ge-
neral challenge had been thrown out to all who indulged in
what were termed rhapfodies on the conftitution, and decla-
mations on confidence. Now as he had often enlarged on the
dangers to which the confidence claimed by Minifters expofed
the conftitution, he could not but feel himfelf challenged to
fupport the principles for which he contended, and the argu-
‘ments by which he endeavoured to maintain them. An at-
tempt, it was faid, had been made to excite an alarmi on the
fubje& of confidence, and had, in one point of view, been
but too pernicioufly fuccefsful. He was ready to own, that
he felt it hisduty to found that alarm within the Houfe, to give
it force and efficacy by every means in his power ; and when-
ever he had an opportunity of delivering his opinion to any
number of his conftituents, notmerely thoft by whom he was

" Lla



g 'PARLIAMENTARY A. 1792

smmediately ‘retined as- 2 Member of Parliament, but the
whole collective body of the, people of Great Britain, who
were, in his fenfe of the word, the conftituents of every Mem-
ber, from the moinent he was elc@ed by any part-of them—
to foulid the alarm to them alfo, and to tell them that if thofe
whom tlicy had chofen to reprefent them, thofc to whom they
had given their confidence, fhould transfer that confidence to
the Minifter, they were betrayed, not repr=fented ; that where
their reprefentatives negleted to exercife that vigilance which
was the moft important of their fun&ions, it was their duty
to watch for themfelves ; to fubftitute for the control of Par-
liament, the control of pubhc opinion, and to fee that their
money was not voted away, but on that {tri& examination of
the neceffity, and the obje&, without which the conftitution
muft moulder and fall to ruin. Confidence in Minifters, the
right honourable gentleman contended, was an acknowledged,
a vital principle in the conftitution. The general propofition
no man would deny; but 'in every good, or at lcaft in every
mixed Government, and he doubted whether any but a mixed
Government could be a good one, the portions of confidence
ought to be diftributed, fo much to one branch, fo much to
another, as the nature of their feveral fun&ions required, but
in no cafe could it be rcquired that the whole fhould be given
to one. His honourable friend who brought forward the mo-
tion, had very properly ftated, that on the difpute with Spain,
the Houfe had firft been refufed an account of the precife pe-
giod at which the grounds of the difpute were known, becaufe
the negociation was depending ; when the negociation was
no longer depending, they were again refufed information,
and called on to provide for the expence of an armament, be-
caufe no prefumption of milcondu& appeared on the fuce of
the proceedings ; in the difpute with Rutlia, they were neither
informed of the objeét nor the caufe, ‘pending the negociation,
and now that the negociation was at an end, by a climax in
confidence, they were again forbidden to afk for information, a
fort of confidence which to him feemed incredible, .and which
10 ntter requircd an incredible degree of confidence in anuther
fenfe.

With refpe& to- the challenge that had been thrown out,
whether information was, or was not, -to.be granted pending a

© 3
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negociation, taken as a general queftion, it was abford. It
could be ftri@ly true in neither extreme, and was propet only
when particular information, or particular papers, were fpe-
cified. How did this apply to the feveral cafes in the-laft fef-
fion of Parliament, and the prefent? On thedifpute with Spain,
the Houfe was infqrmed of the nature of the offence, and the
reparation demanded. They thought the caufe of offence fuf-
ficient, and the reparation proper ; they paffed a vote of credit
on thefe good grounds of confidence. When the armament’
was at anend, they defired to be informed, whether it had not
been longer continued than there was occafion for, and whe-
thether the reparation obtained, might not have been obtained -
fooner, or without any armament at all. The anfwer to this
was, ¢ We are fo well pleafed with the cvent, that we will
‘¢ not inquire into the manner of its accomplithment ; we fee
¢ no ground for blame on the face of it, and we will look for
¢ none.” Thus the treafure of the country was lavifhed, and
what was of much more importance than treafure, the liber-
ties and the properties facrificed of thofe men, who, on all oc-
cafions of alarm, were prefled into the public fervice, for rea-
fons which the Houfe of Commons would not inquire whether
adequate or not. Such was the confidence then demanded ;
but blameable as it was, he difapproved ftill more of the con-
fidence granted laft {pring, which was carried to fuch an un-
warrantable extent, that unlefs done away by the well-known
fenfe of the people on the fubject of it, the conftitution muit
be confidered as gone. If confidence was a neceffary evil in
the conftitution, that evil was much increafed, when it was
laid down as the principle of the conftitution, that the King
was to appoint him, in whom™ the Houfe muft confide, with-
out any means, on their part, of objecting to his choice. Yet
fuch had been the pra&tice of the Government fince 1784, very
different, certainly, from what it had been at any former pe-
riod fince the acceffion of the Houfe of Brunfwick. There
were ftill fome cafes in which they could not, confiftently with
their duty, a& on confidence. That of voting the money of
their conftituents was onc. 'The King, it mjght be faid, had
the right of declaring war, but the Commoas had the right,
as full and undoubted, of granting or withholding- the mcuns
of earrying it on. The frit exercife of both thefe rights,
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Mm'e they, happened to clath, was lmpoﬁible, from which it
followed, that thcremu&becomeﬂionont!woneﬁdeorthe
other. Now it was furely more reafonable, that in fuch a
,cafe, the right of the King fhould be conceded, than the mo-
" ney of the people be taken from them Wwithout their confent,
andfor a purpofe of which they did not approve. But this new
mode of voting money on confidence, and paying for armaments
withoutiinquiry into the neceflity, or the ufe, wasan attack on
the fundamental principles of the conftitution ; on the moft im-
portant fun@ions of the reprefentatives of the people, whofe
peculiar duty it was to watch over the money of their conftitu-
ents. 1f they were delegated for this purpofe, if it was an ef-
fential part of their truft, they could have no right to reft that
truft in the Minifter, to make him the fole judge of fit occa-
fions and objes of expence, and open the public purfe on his
fimple requifition without examination, without inquiry, with-
out any exercife of their own judgement. Such however had
been their conduét, and wghere was the remedy. An expence
had been incurred on a vote of credit, and they all agreed that
the money muft be paid,’be the manncr of the expence wife or
foolifh, ufeful or pernicious. This was the neceffary refult of
that curfed confidence, which negle®ing to inquire in the firft
inftance, did not dare to do it in the fecond ; which induced
men firft to betray and then to fhrink from their duty; and the
“montftrous: confequence was the expenditure of public meney
without the efficient control of Parliament. To illuftrate this
point, he would fuppofe not an extreme cafe, but onc of the
moft moderate that could occur. Suppofe a difference of opi-
nion to arife on the juftice and expediency of a2 war; on the
war in India, were that a national war, and the propriety of
fupporting the Rajah of Travancore. Suppofe this a cafe on
which honeft and well-irifformed men might differ in opinion,
the majority of the Houfe of Commons, fupported by a large
majority of the people, to take one fide, and the Minifters the
other ; money muft be wanted for this war, and whof: opinion
is to prevail? That of the majority of the Ilouft of Commons,
and the ‘people at large, or that of the Minifter ! Was there a
man in the Houfe who would fay, that the Minifters ought ?
It mightindeed be faid, for the fake of cavil, that the King had
k the undoubted right of making war; though an undoubted right,
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without the means of exercifing it, was 3 folecifm. But he
would not enter into this queftion farther than to fay, that the
, folecifm would be lefs, in the King's yleldmg to the fenfe of
" the people, than in exercifing his prerogative againft it, with-

~out the power of doing fo with effe®. The anfwer to the
queftion, which he had put, did not admit practically of a mo-
ment’s hefitation. The do&rine of confidence was the reverfe
of all this. By it the expence was firft incurred, and when the -
object was obtained, the people might think that it was not
worth obtaining, or that they would rather have paid money
to prevent its being obtained. Could the Houfe in that cafe re-
fufe to pay the expence ? Certainly not.

But then it was faid, they might impeach the Minifter, and
carry an addrefs to'the Thrane, filled with axes, halters, and
gibbcts What! impeach a Minifter for differing from them
in opinion ; for differing honeftly and confcientioufly tooas the
cafe fuppofed ? Cruel, indecd, would that majority be who
fbould fay to a Minifter, We confided in you becaufe we
thought what convinced you of the propriety of an armament
would convinceus. You tell us for what you armed, and we
are not convinced: the expence is incurred, and the people
muft pay; but we will hang you, becaufe we gave you more
confidence than we find you deferved. 'Why did not this ftrike
men's minds more forcibly? Why but becaufe people gene-
rally thought that the Minifter could not only guefs, but create
the opinion of the majority ? But if he perfuaded them to vote
on confidence in the firlt intance, without difcuffion, he might,
indeed, diate, but could not guefs their opinion, and that
might happen which had juit been ftated. In the cafe now
before the Houfe, the opinion of the Minilter was directly op-
pofite to that of the whole body of the people. The Houfe vo-
ted money in fupport of his opinion, and it was fpent. Sup-
pofing him to be afked by his conftituents why it was gone, he
might fay he had done all in his power to prevent it, butin
vain. His conftituents would anwer, ¢ You were over-ruled
“ by the majority who inquired into the caufe, and thought it
 a fit objett of expence.” What muft he anfwer to this?
‘What muft the majority anfwer for themfelves - That they had
scfuled to inquire, that they had voted the money without in-
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qumy, and that being fpent, whether well or ill apphed, the
peopie mufft bear the lofs.

Having faid fo much on the general prmc:ple, he came now
1o the produétion of the papers moved for. They who called
for theth faw much to blame in thofe already produced, and
were defirous of feeing the reft, which might furnifh either
‘matter of aggravation or excufe. They who oppofed the pro-
dudion faid, they would not look into the papers, not for the
reafon affigned by the honourable gentleman who fpoke imme-
diately before him, becaufe he was convinced they could afford
no-extenuation of -the mifcondu@® of Minifters, but becaufe”

* they were determined to fee nothing to blame. The Minifter
,himfelf faid, thatif they called for thefc papers, they muft call
for thofe of a more private nature, which it would be danger-
ous to produce. ‘This muft arife from the naturcof the defence
“he intended to make, and if the Minifter referred to fuch papers,
the Houfe mutft fce them.

This undoubtedly would be a great evil, but if he muft
choofe betwcen it and that of taking millions of money from
the people, and expofing thoufands of men to death, without
the means of judging on the neceflity of fuch facrifices, he
would fay at oncs, difcharge all your negdciators, forego all
the advantages of your alliances, rather than refign your con-
ftitution. But this dilemma was not prefented to him. He
was not obliged to afk for papers, the difclofure of which would
be dangerous.  If the Minifter thought it neceffary, the Houfe
would grant much to the rights of felf-defence, and could ap-
point a fecret Committee to examine fuch as ought'not to be
fubmitted to an open examination. His honourable friend who
moved for the papers had not faid, as the right honourable gen-
tleman had tried to mifreprefent, that he wanted to fearch in
them for ground of accufation. He had faid that the papers
on the table afforded matter of crimination, but that he, on the
part.of the Public, had a right to-fee the whole extent of it.
In this he was perfely juftifiable, for it was to be prefumed,

" that there could be nothing fecret where there was nothing
-wrong. Maidtaining the fufficiency of ouralliance with Pruf-
“fia Wad been much infifted on-laft year, as if Pruffia had been

+ in danger of being prevented from rendering us the fervices we
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.expeded by the afcendancy of Ruffia; and we had interfered
on a Pruffian intereft. However, this might be, it.had been
the common rumour at Berlin, that Pruffia had been drawn
in for the fake of a Britifh intereft, and it was fit to know ex-
a&ly what the fentiments of the Court of Berlin had really been ;
what offers were made through the Court of Denmark ; what
was the opinion of Denmark on the equity of thofe offers;
what engzgements we had with the Porte, and how we had ful-
filled them ; whether or not we had even propofed the terms we
undertook to propofe ?

It was alfo rumoured, that the Porte, far from courting,
felt an objeétion to our interference ; that had a Britifh fleet
failed for the Black Sea, its entrance would have been oppofed
by thofe whom it came to aid, fo that the firft thing we fhould
have had to do would have been to conquer our allies. Was
not all this matter of ftrong aggravation, and what the Houfe
ought to examine, whether true or falfe? But they were told
they had full information of the objeét of the armament, amd
that the obje& had not becn obtained, which was all they had
occafion to know. If the Minitter was to'be confidered as ac-
cufed, he was the moit improper perfon to judge of the extent
of his own accufation, or to fcle& the cvidence. 1f he was
not accufed, the Houfe ought to have before them the whole of
the information, on which alone they could judge whethu' he
deferved to be accufed or not. He was the more anxious in
fupparting thefe principles, becaufe the oppolfition to th.m was
grounded on that extravagant extenfion of confidence which
tended to deftroy the very vitals of the conftitution. If they
thrunk from their duty in this point ; if, inftead of inquiring,
in order to judge, they thought proper to confide, they might
indecd havc the form and femblance of the conftitution, per-
haps that not long, but they would have nothing of the fub-
ftance. He was happy to find the language on confidence
fomewhat foftened, which was perhaps tobe aferibed to its late
ill fuccefs.

It was srof the magnitude of the fum fpent upon it that con-
ftituted the objetion or the excufe. The principle was as
bad on half a million as ori ten. There werg exceptions te

Vor. XXXI. Mm
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i!hs, as to almoft ‘every ‘politicdl and morzi rule, but it was
fiot the lefs a rule.  If he were told that Minifters had infor-
thation of fome fecret but imminent danger, which was not yet
ripe for explanatnon, he would vete money on conﬁdence, and
fufpend his judgement till an explanation could be given. But
if the occafion for expence were doubtful, as in the cafe with
Ruﬂh, if he did not exercife his judgement before he gave his
vote, he knew not why he fat in ‘the Houfe.

If they were to transfer their fun&ions to a Minifter feleCted
by the King, on the grourd of poffefling their confidence, the
only ground of feleion under formér Princes of the Brunf-
wick line, that would be bad and abfurd enough ; but to do
this to a Minifter with whofe appointment their confidence had
nothing to do, was ten times more abfurd and intolerable. But
his principle refted on the conftitution itfelf, in which nothing
was written in ftronger or more legible charaéters than that the
right of difpofing of the public money, of examining and judg-
ing of the reafons for granting or withholding, wasin the Houfe
of Commons, and not in the Crown.

The honourable Mr. COCKS faid a few words in explana-
tion.

‘Mr. DUNDAS contended that no confidence either had

_been or was now demanded which was not ftri®ly confti-
tational.. There could be no difference on the neceflity of con-
fidence, the only difpute was refpe@ing the degree. If Parli-
ament had been fitting in 1787, when this country interfered
in the bufinefs of Holland, all that Minifters could have told
the Houfe, without ruining the objeét, would have been, that
they thought it for the intereft of this country on a due confi-
deration of all the circurnftances, to interfere by an armament.
The objeét of the armament againft Ruffia had been precifely
ftated laft year, viz. to effect a peace between Ruffia and the
Porte. With refpeét to the affertions which the right honour-
able gentleman had made refpe&ing Pruflia, he had no doubt
of the pains which he took to procure accurate intelligence.

"'Mr. FOX faid, the right honourable gentleman feemed to
‘miftake the means for the obje®, which made the whole of his
argument a fallacy. The rumours to which he alluded had
reachcd’ him in London, and .were matter of notoriety. It



‘was therefore proper to inquire whether ar pot they were trye.
With refpe to takmg pains to obtain accurate information, if
he or any man took pains to inform himfelf on fubjeéts in which
the intereft of  his country was materially concerned, were he
even to go abread for the exprefs purpofe of obtaining fuch a
knowledge of the dnfpoﬁtlohs and intentions of foreign Courts
as might enable him to give ufeful advice at home, he would be
entitled to thanks inftead of blame.

Mr. DUNDAS faid, he did not mean to impute blame to
any man for colle@ing information that might be ufeful to his
country. .

The Houfe divided on Mr. Grey’s firft motion.

The other motions were feverally put and negatived.

’ Ayes, 120; Noes, 235.
The Houfe adjourncd.

Tuefday, 214, and Wednefday, 224, Fcbruarj'.

There not being a fufficient, number of Members, on either -
of thofe days, to ballot for a Committce on the Newcaftle
Ele&ion, no bufinefs was done.

Thurfday, 23d February.

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, ¢ That the report’of the
“ Committee of Supply, poftponed till Wednefday laft, be
¢ now taken into confideration.”

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that feveral gentlemen who wifhed
to be heard on that rcport, were not in the houfe, not appre-
hending that it would come on to-day ; and after fome con-
verfation between him and Mr. Chancellor Pitt, it was agreed
that it fhould be poftponed, together with the report of the
Committee of Ways and Means, till to-morrow.

General BURGOYNE faid, that having converfed with the

" Secretary at War, he underftood that he meant to lay fuch pa-
pers before the Houfc as would be fatisfatory on the fubjed,
on which he intended to have made a motion. He therefore
now gave notice, that on Thurfday next he would call the ate

Aention of the Houfe to the confideration of thofe papers.
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%e SECRETARY AT WAR faid, he trufted the papers,

ch he meant to produce, wonld fuﬁcxently juftify what he

| faid on afo;mefr day, that there was no improper delay at

the War Office in the payment of arrears to fubalterns, becaufe

it would appear that he had given it out as a public order, that

any fubaltern who might have arrears due to him, would re-

ceive them by applying at the War Office, without any regard
to the agcnts accounts. _

" General BURGOYNE 'was glad to hear that the fa& was
fo ; but though he did not wifh to provoke a debate now, he
certainly believed that it was not fo underftood by the army in
general. ) \

The SECRETARY AT WAR faid, that he had the pa-
pers in his pocket, and if the honourable General was not dif-
pofed to move for them, he would do it himfelf ; according-
ly, after fome obfervations on what had pafied on a former day,
about the arrears, he moved for the feveral papers which had
been called for, and immediately after prefented the papers.

He then gave notice, that if the bufinefs of to-morrow did
not go into any great length, he fhould move the extraordina-
ries of the army. '

In a Committee on the American Intercourfe bill,

Mr. FOX afked, if this was intended to be an annual bill,
or whether any permancnt fyftem was intended ? It was nine
years fince the powers granted by this bill to the King and
Council were thought too great to be trufted to the perfons then
in power for only five months.

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that no opportunity for form-
ing a permanent fyftem had yet occurred ; but he was happy to
have an opportunity of mentioning, that a Minmifter had been
lately appointed to negociate with the American States on that
fubjeét ; and until the event of that negociation was known,
he conceiyved there could be no objeélion to this bill.  OQrdered
to be reported to-morrow. '

. The Houfe adjourned.

Friday, 24th February.

In a Committee on the Greenland Whale Fithery,
Mr. RYDER faid, he had learned that a bill for continuing
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the bounties to December next, had been p'aﬂ'ed Iaft year, but .
in that fort of l}aﬂ:e in which bills were fometimes carried
through the Houfe, it paffed unnoticed, fo that ot only he’
but, the officers of the Cuftom Houfe were ignorant of “its ex
iftence.” It had been long fince in contemplation to lower the
bountics, and he meant to propofe 30s. from December next
for threc years, and 25s. for three years after that. Hemeant
alfo to propofe, that fhips not complying With the conditions
required to obtain the bounty, fhould be allowed toimport theu'
oil duty free.

The refolutions to this effe& were oppofed by Mr. Dun-
combe, Mr. Bramfton, ' Mr. Thornton, and Mr. Alderman
Watfon, on the ground that the bounties were already as low
as the conditions required to obtain them would bear ; and
fupported by Mr. Ryder and Mr. Montague.

They were agreed to, and ordered to be reported o Mon-
day.

The adjourned report of the Committee of Supply was taken
into confideration, and the refolution for taking 400,000l.
from the confoljdated fund, in addition to the million for the
redu@ion of the public debt, being read,

Mr. SHERIDAN rofe to call the attention of the Houfe to
the mode of anticipaticn, which the Minifter fecmed inclined
to purfue in his fyflem ot finance. He confidered that antici-
pating the produce of a fifth quarter, was nothing but a loan
from the enfuing ycar, becaufe the money which yas afked to
be applicd towards reducing the national debt, was really not*
in our poflvflion ; and voting money which we had not, with-
out encroaching upon the produce of the enfuing year, appeared
to him laying on a debt, by borrowing from ourfelves, and
was worfe than any other loan that we could obtain. He faid,
by this mode of anticipation, it was impoffible that any actual
ftatement of the public accounts could be made up or fettled
till after the 5th of April, and of courfe the revenue bills would
all of them come to be difcuffed, as had been the cafc for fe-
veral years paft, in thin Houfes, and at a feafon of the year
when it was not probable either that the attendance of Mem-
bers could be fecured, or thefe rcvenue bills meet with that
attention which their importance required. - That this had
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the cafe in former years, he believed no qne could deny,
agd the unprecedénted hurry apd buftle which had accompanied
dmfe bills in their progrefs through the Houfé, was in the re~
colleion of every gentleman, as by anticipating the quarter,
ending the gth of April, not one of thofe bills-could be paffed
till after the Eafter recefs ; and he infifted, that bills of the ut-
moft confequence had been paffed in a manner without any
noticé. ‘The Houfe had received a very ftriking inftance, in
what had fallen from a right honourable gentleman oppofite to
him, on the bill for granting and continuing bountics on the
Greenland whale fifhery, which, though brought into the
Houfe by himfelf, he fccmed to have no knowledge of at all,
and he had fuid, with truth, that it paffed laft year without
any notice. With regard to the attendance being thin after
Eafter, it might be faid, if the revenue bills remained to be
paffed, it was the duty of Members to attend ; this was true,
but experience had repeatedly fhewn us that it was not practi-
cable. Upon this part of the fubje&, he begged leave to ad-
drefs himfelf particularly to that refpeGtable fet of men, the
country gentlemen, and no man could entertain greater refpect
for them than he did. The delaying of the revenue bills till
a late period was a matter particularly interefting and import-
ant ; it was their duty, in common with the reft of the Houfe,
and cven more particularly fo, to obferve that vigilance and
regard for the public income and expenditure, and that fcru-
pulous attention to every meafure that took money from the
" pockets of their conflituents, fo much and fo properly enforced
in the conelufion of the right honourable gentleman’s celebrated
finance fpeech. They were the ftewards of the public purfe ;
and he would afk how it would become them to meet their
conftituents before the public bufinefs of the feffion had been
entered upon ! Might not their conftityents fay, we are very
glad to fec you ; but pray tell us, isall the bufine(s of the fef-
sion over? Would they anfwer, No, the tax bills and all the
other revenue laws are fill to be paffed, but fo late inthe fef-
tion, we could not wait till they came on ; we have left the
wholc of ‘that bufinefs to the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
whom we believe to be a very good fort of man, and who will
not think of dving any thing wrong,——This, he imagined,
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wOuld not be thtught quite doing the duty of a ‘Member of
Parliament. He next difliked this {yftem of anticipation, be-
caufe there was no faying how far it might be carried, and the
gleiter the ability of the Minifter, there was the more caufe
to fear its pernicious effets. If we could anticipate the pro-
duce of one quarter, by borrowing it from the enfuing year,
mlght we not, upon greater emergency, anticipate two quar-
ters, or three ?—The advantage which this fyftem held out,
when compared with the many and great inconveniences at-
tending it, was very fmall indeed ; and if the right honourable
gentleman would wait till he had got the money, certainly his
plan would not be much deranged; perhaps it might fortu-
nately happen, that the three quarters of next year might be
equal to the wants of the whole year, and in that cafe, the
right honourable gentleman would have the furplus of the other
quarter to appropriate as might appear proper; but until
that was known to be the cafe, they were voting away moncy
which they really had not to give. So much for the' fyftem
itfelf, now for the application of it. If we really had a fum
of 400,000l. to apply, it ought to be applicd towards paying off
a part of the unfunded debt, which, it had been ftated by the
Committee of 1786, ought never to be allowed to excced
1,700,000l. It was now confiderably morc, and part bearing
intereft of 4 per cent. By doing this, inftead of buying up 3
per cents, he faid, the country would be a gainer, and with
regard to the probability of being fooner able to come at the 5
per cents, by the a&ual reduction of 25 millions of the national
debt, he could not fee that the right hon. gentleman’s fcheme
would anfwer that purpofe : for certainly, while fuch a load
of unfunded debt remained unpaid, he could not by any fair
conftruion of the law, or by any thing but a kind of juggle,
pretend to redeem the five per cents. The difcharge of fuch
part at leaft of the unfunded debt as bore intereft, would un-
doubtedly be a more proper application of the moncy, although
* not perhaps fo founding and popular.
His third obje&ion was, that the money would be wanted
r the expences of the year, unlefs it was meant to have re-
ourfe toa lottery, a mode of raifing money whichhe had often
eprecated as infinitely more injurious to the morals and the
nduftry of the people, than it could poffibly be advaritageoys
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to the revenue. It was formerly never reforted to, but in time
of war and public neceflity, and he was forry to hear it men=
uougd as to be continued in time of peace.

He concluded with ftating that his firft propofition would
be, that the 400,000l fhould go to the ways and means of the
year, fo that the accounts of income and expenditure might in
future bé™made up on the 5th of January ; and if he fhould fail
in that, his fecond, that it fhould be applicd to the difcharge
of the unfunded dcbt ; but in order to introduce either of thefe,
it was firft neceffary to move that the report be re-committed.

Mr. ROSE faid, he rofe to refcue the Houfe from the im-
putation thrown upon it by the honourable gentleman, of hur-
Yying the tax bills through without notice. His fituation had
obliged him to dttend clofely to thofe bills, and he was furc
nonec had ever paffed without difcuffion and oppofition from
one fide of the Houfe. He confidered the honourable gentle-
man’s fpeech as a continuation of the debate on the budget,
and could not avoid noticing #he contradi®ory manner in
which he now argued. He had completcly abandoned his
former arguments. Anticipating the quarter ending the sth
of April, 1793, could in no refpeét whatever be called a loan.
‘When the honourable gentleman held the fituation in which he
now was, this anticipation did not ftrike him as improper, for
in 1783 the produce of the finking fund was anticipated up to
the 10th of O&ober.

Mr. STEELE faid, when the honourable gentleman.opened
his fpeech on the budget, he promifed them nothing but a dull
ftatement of figures, but had forgot his promife, and only en-
deavoyred to amufe the Houfe and divert their attention from
the queftion before them ; this night he followed the fame line
of argument, and introduced his old joke, repeatedly men-
tioned before on the fubjeét of the anticipation of a quaster.
He too, was furprifed at the change in the honourable gentle-
man’s opinion fince 1783. His right honourable friend had a
- good right to borrow from the growing produce of the taxes,
apd it was better to reduce the funded debt than to pay off any
part. oﬂthe unfunded navy debt. But the point of moft confe-
quence was, that the honourable gentleman having found only
this application of the furplus on which he could found an ob-
je@ion, muft be confidesed as having abandoncd all the other
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topics of revenue and expenditure, on which he had debated,
and endeavoured to delude the Houfe and the Public for fix
years. He muft now admit that there was a furplus million to
spply to the extinion of debt, and all the other ftatements,
which he had formerly denied, asfiitious.
Mr. FOX faid, he came down to the Houfeto hear this fub-
je& difcuffed, in a flate of mind, and in health, that did not
induce him to enter much atlength into this debate. He thought
ita queftion perfeitly free from all perfonal confiderations, and
that the Houfe fhould hear temperately what was to be done
upon the fuggeftion of the Minifter; and, notwithftanding
what he had heard, and had witneffed in the condué& of fome
honourable gentlemen, he thought he had refolution énough to
keep his mind to the queftion before the Houfe. He trufted,
that notwithftanding every thing that had been faid, and every
attempt that had been made to provoke him, and others on that
fide of the Houfe, to enter into points not immediately before
them, he fhould abftain from any afperity in what he had to
fay, although he muft obferve, that one of the honourable gen-
tlemen who had juft preceded him, had done every thing that
was in his power to produce that fort of unpleafant converfa-
tion ; and to dire& the attention of the Houfe from the import-
ant ground on which all the difcuffion of the fubje& ought to
be formed. But hefore he viewed that fubje&, he begged leave
to appeal to the Houfe, whether he, or any of thofe with whom
he a&ed, ever complained perfonally of any attendance at a
late period of the feflion, when they were charged with com-
plaining of the Minifter’s negligence ; and whether, in point
of fubftance, their complaint was not confined to this, ¢¢ that
the Minifter delayed bufinefs of the greateft importance to
the end of the feflion, and the country gentlemen, who, with-
out intending to reproach them, might be called the arifto-
¢racy of that Houfe, and men whom, from the great intereft
they had in the country, were certainly thofe to whom the
Houfe would naturally look for their fentiments, were gone
into the country, and confequently the Public deprived of their
affiftance as reprefentatives of the People i’ As to himfelf, and
thofe few who did attend, he did not wonder that gentlemen
on the Treafury Bench Thould be difpleafed with their efforts,
Voi. XXXI. Nan
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or fhould charge them with inconfiftency, for it was an opi
nion which belonged to thofe gentlemen, ¢¢ that every perfon
¢ was inconfiftent if he did not agree with them.”

Another attack made on himfelf and others was, that they
had oppofed tax bills, and by doing fo, had oppofed the in-
creafe of the revenue of the country. He defired the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer to review all his taxes, and find out
how many of them had been oppofed that were not oppreffive
to the public, and were not afterwards repealed by the confent
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer himfelf. This accufation,
therefore, was groundlefs. Thefe, and other things, were very
improperly brought forward by the two laft gentleman who
had taken part in this debate, the latter of whom, indeed
(Mr. Steele), was lefs exceptionable generally in his conduét
than the other ; he was a little more conciliating in his man-
ner than the former. It had alfo often been faid, that he and
others had been endeavouring to imprefs the people of this
country with ideas, that our finances were not in a flourith-
ing condition, and that the ftate of them now refuted their in-
finuations. This was a groundlefs accufation alfo ; for all they
faid on that fubje& was applicable only to the ftate of this
country, comparing income and expenditure, in which they
werc juflified in all they faid. He was always fanguine in
our revenue, but he had often exprefled a wifh to fee our ex-
penditure reduced. He then took up the point immediately
before the Houfe, and argued that this refolution fhould be
recommitted. The queftion was fimply, by the motion, for
this recommitment, * Whether it was better to have the ac-
¢¢ counts made up from April to April, or from January to
¢¢ January?” In the one cafe the account would be fair and
clear, in the other a quarter muft certainly be anticipated.
This he placed in fevcral points of view, and came to another
point, which was, fuppofing that we had this money, then a
queftion would arife as to the application of it. There were
who thought, and he was of that opinion too, that it would
be better that it fhould be applied to reduce the untunded debt.
This appeared to him on the face of the thing itfelf to be the
better mode¢. In doing this we paid off a debt which-bore an in-
tereft of 4 per cent.  He faid, he had not heard any, even ge-
neral reafons, for fuffering the unfunded debt to grow, parti-
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cularly when it was confidered, that if by thus fuffering the
unfunded debt to grow, we fhould be able to pay twenty-five
millions of the funded debt, without in fa& reducing our real
debt, we fhould be entitled to redeem the five per cents. This
would be a fraud on the holders of that ftock ; he granted that
in this cafe the amount was finall; but then it was the princi-
ple to which he objefted ; if this was admitted, any thing clfe
to any extent might in fome cafe of ncceflity be afterwards a-
dopted. 'The navy debt, for inftance, which came under con~
fideration in this cafe, was fuch as never, if it could poffibly
be avoided, fhould be fuffered to increafe ; becaule it was well
known, that although navy bills did not bear intereft until a
certain time after they were iffued, yet this diftin&tion was
merely nominal, for that virtually they always carried intereft,
as in all contra@s on them the individual gained and Govern-
ment loft ; and this from the nature of things was unavoidable.
Having prefled this and many other points with his ufual force,
he concluded with obferving, that he had not heard any thing
in favour of taking this account in April ; he had heard much
in favour of taking it in January. On the one hand he had
heard fome advantage, and on the other material difadvan-
tages ; that he felt no difficulty in giving his opinion in favour
of taking this account in January. In one cafe the whole
would be under the eyc of Parliament, the publicity of whofe
proccedings was the beft fecurity for the redtitude of its con-
du@ ; in the other, bufinefs would a&ually be driven to a fea-
fon of the year in which they would not have the attendance
which the importance of the cafe demanded.

Mzr. Chancellor PITT obferved, there was no neceffity for
him to trouble the Houfe much at length upon the prefent
fubje@. He fhould not enter into many of the points, which
had been brought before the view of the Houfe by Mr. Fox ;
becaufe this was not, properly fpeaking, the feafon for their
difcuflion. He excufed his friends from the charge of having
taken the fubje@ up too warmly ; and he obliquely hinted,
that Mr. Fox himfelf had not been frce from the failing which
he imputed to others. He muft, however, obferve, that on the
fubje&t of taxes, to which reference had been made by Mr.
Fox, he certainly had oppefed moft of them. He had op-

N 2
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pofed pretty generally, if not all, the meafures of Govern-
ment, particulasly thofe that in their nature gave rife to any
popular clamour ; and alfo all thofe mcafures that were brought
forward to increafe the revenue, by putting an end to the frauds
that were pra&ifed on it; and it did' fo happen, that all thofe
meafures which he had propofed, and which Parliament had
afterwards adopted, had increafed the revenue, without being
oppreflive to the parties on whom they were intended to ope-
rate; and yet of thefe véry meafures, at the time they were
propofed, it was faid that thcy were of no ufe ultimately to
the revenue, and fure to be oppreflive to the parties. He then
entered into a hiftory of  the revenue for feveral years, and
maintained, that at prefent, it was in a very flourithing ftate,
in the courfe of which he vindicated the ftatement of Mr.
Rofe, refpe&ing the carrying forward of an anticipation from
the beginning of the year to the month of O&ober, being
three quarters, precifely in the famc way as this one quarter
was now propofed to be anticipated.—On the point of delay,
he affured the Houfe it was never agreeable to him ;—that the
Budgets, it was true, wure opened in general at a late period
of the feffion, but that was from inevitable neceflity, and
which he hoped would not be the cafe in future, for that he
fhould endeavour, while he had the honour of holding his
prefent fituaticn, to bring it forward ‘every year as carly as
poffible. He then came to the point immediately before the
Houfe, and maintained, in oppofition to what Mr. Fox had ar-
gued—firft, that the money was in our poffeflion; and fe-
condly, that being fo, the mode which he now propofed was
the beft for its application, and that this was not making any
anticipation by which the public would have any lofs. On
this head he enlarged confiderably, and contended in favour of
his own refolution. The unfunded debt was far from being
what it was ftated to be, ¢ More than the country is properly
¢ able to bear.” He belicved that he fhould be able this year
to have Exchequer Bills circulated at a lefs intereft than they
have been, and from that circumftance it was not probable
that the unfunded debt was more than the pcople of this
country can bear, or that they think fo. He then anfwesed
the obfervation of Mr. Fox on the paying off of twenty-five
millions of the national debt, and maintained that there war

3
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no apprehenfion of fraud to the holders of ‘ftock on the s per
cent, from this one circumftance of defraying part of the
funded by adding to the unfunded debt. Suppofing there
fhould be any thing of that nature attempted, he was fure the
Houfe would watch it carefully, and would be ready enough
to decide in favour of the holders of property in the funds.
After taking a view of the ftate of the revenue, and declaring
the fufficiency of it for all the purpofes of defraying all charges
with which it was fo loaded, he concluded with diffenting from
the motion of recommitment.

Mr. SHERIDAN, after exprefling his hopes, that the
Houfe would indulge him in greater latitude of explanation,
than was ftrily regular, on account of the turn which the
debate had taken, fuid he fhould leave the two gentlemen who
had given it this turn, to the filent rcbuke of the contiaft be-
tween their mode of treating the queftion and that of their
right honourable friend. They feemed to think, that they
had a claim upon him to be dull when he fpoke on finance,
and were offended at his attempting to enliven a difcuffion on
which they were determined to be harfh and dry. He had re-
vived, what they were pleafed to call, the old joke; becaufe
he was called to do fo by the old fubje, by the mode of
making up the public accounts,  which had hitherto poftponed
the moft imporiant bufinefs to fo late a period of the feffion,
as prevented a full attendance.  He thought he was doing the
honourable gentleman wio firft replied to him a fervice, by
recommending a mode of proceeding which would enable him
to feek the fhade of his forefts early in the fummer, and fmooth
and civilize his mind by claflical purfuits, from the afperity
and morofenefs it might have contraled, in the lefs grateful
exercife of parliamentary debate. No captious oppofition had
been made to new taxes, from thofe who fat on the fame fide
of the Houfe with him. That when they did obje&, their
objections were well founded ; they had now fub:tantial proof,
for the fhop tax, the additionul tax on candles, the tax on fe-
male fervants, the additional tax on malt; in fhort, 2ll the
taxes they had oppofed, were either abandoned in the firft in-
ftance, or fince repealed. The regulations of taxes they had
not oppofcd as unproduive, but as doing what no increafe of
produtivenefs could juftify —facrificing the conftitution, and
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the fiberty of the fubje& to rcvenue. Yet even thefe regula-
tions had, in many inftances, effeCted nothing that might not
have been effeCted without them. If, for inftance, the pro-
duce of the tobacco licences, in all refpets a new tax, were
deduéted from the amount of the dutics, it would be found,
they were not more produétive under the management of the
excife, than they had becn at a former period. The intima-
tion that the Budgét thould in future be opened at an earlier
period, although not amounting to an abfolutc promife, was
at leaft fomcthing, and he rejoiced in having been the means
of obtaining it. It was a lame mode of reviewing an an-
nual account before that account was clofed, and this Mr.
Chancellor Pitt feemcd to feel, by his never having attempted
it before.  But if by this mode, lame as it was, part of the
inconvenience arifing from the anticipation of the confoli-
dated fund would be obviated, the impropricty of the appli-
cation ftood precifely where it did. A charge for the intereft
of navy debt of about 20,000l. was admitted, which charge
.§60,0col. would extinguifh, and might be much more advan-
tageoudly applicd to that purpofe, than to the purchafc of three
per cents.  The revenue Committee of 1786, and the Houfe,
by adopting their report, had given an affurance to the public,
that in future the navy debt fhould never be allowed to accu-
mulate fo as to bear intereft.  Surely, if any regard was duc
to the reports of Committecs, and the affurances held out by
the fan&ion of the I{oufe, the terms ought to be kept, when
they had the means of kecping them.

An honourable gentleman (Mr. Rofe) had faid, that when
ke was in the high and important office of Sccretary to the
Freafury, the finking fund had been anticipated for three
quarters, as if a peifon, in that fubordinate {ituation were
to he refponibic for all the meafures of finance.  The charac-
ter of o inezfute mighe fomdtimes point out the author; and
when he faw dull and blundering tax bills brought forward
with little of nind, and nething of liberality, in which cun-
ning was fubflituted tor wifdom, .and tiicking for intelligence,
he could not help fuppofing that they were not the produttion
of any man in she fuperior departments of office, and attribut~
ing them to {ome of his fubordinates. 1n juftice, however,
to the honourable men who thought him worthy of a fituation.
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under them, it was neceffary to remark, that they had never
propofed the anticipation ‘alluded to as part of a f{yftem, and
that it was with them only a temporary and unavoidable expe-
dient, to cover an old deficiency.

He had avoided a general difcuffion of the revenue and ex-
penditure, becaufe he was bound by propriety, and the order
of debate, to confinc himfelf to a particular point. But did it
follow from that, as had been inferred, that he abandoned ail
the other points he had maintained ? On the contrary, he was
ready to maintain them every one, whenever called upon to
debate them colle&ively or fingly. It was indeed a moft cu-
rious mode of arguing, that as often as he objected to any one
of the contefted ftatements on finance, he muft either go through
all the reft, or be underftood to admit them as true. It was
equally curious to infer that, becaufe he admitted there was at
laft a furplus of revenue to juftify the application of a million
annually to the extin&ion of debt, he admitted alfo, that there
was fuch a furplus {ix years ago, and every year fince that time.
‘They might as well tell him he had pledged him{clf to prove,
that the revenue would not exceed the expenditure in the pre-
fent century, or in the next, or that the deficiency muft be
eternal.

While they maintained this verbal difpute, they had paid
him the fubftantial compliment of adopting his opinions. They
had taken an average of four years, as the proper eftimate of
future revenue ; they admitted, that the cftimatc of expendi-
ture, by the Committce of 1786, could not be realized, and
added 500,000l. to it by the cftimate of 1791 ; and they had
admitted, ashe contended, that the eftimate of 1791 was larger
than it ought to be, and propofed a reduction. But they im-
pofed on the Houfe of Commons the ungracious tafk of propo-
fing an addition to the expenditure, and now took to them-
{clves the more pleafing office of fuggefting a redullion, al-
though they were the real authors of both, while they were
making a redution of 200,000l. in appearance, had, in faét,
made an addition of 300,000l. to their own eftimate of 1786.
He referred to the Houfe whether a cafe had becn made out to
induce them to vote an anticipation, the invariable confequence
of which had hitherto been to put off the important bufinefs of
finance till a feafon of the ycar when many gentlemen could
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not attend the difcharge of their duty. He intreated them to
confider what that duty had.been, and what it was likely to be
in future. It hadhitherto been to impofe on their conftituents
fome freth burdens, or fome new reftraint, in the thape of 2
regulation. The fortunate period was at length arrived when
they were told it would be in their power to alleviate thofe.
burdens, andit was of great importance that the people fhould
not be taught, that for taxes and penalties they were indebted
to their reprefentatives, but for eafe and reliefto the crown. -

M:r. ROSE in explanation faid, it was of little importance
whether he fpent the fummer in civilizing his mind in his fo-
refls, or the honourable gentleman in preparing entertainment
for the Public at his play-houfe—[a call toorder.] Hefhould
pever be deterred from ftating his fentiments, by any remarks
on his manner of doing fo. Except the reduétion of the land
tax, there were only two inftances of a repeal of taxes in the
prefent century, both of which had been more dire@ly and
pointedly recommended from the Throne than the prefent.
The Houfe, inftead of obje@ing, came to a unanimous vote of
thanks on the recommendation,. and the Speaker, on carrying
up the bill for the repeal, faid to the King, on the Throne,
¢ Sir, your faithful Commons have now completed what
¢ your Majefty was pleafed to recommend to thein at the open-
“ ing of this feffion of Parliament.”

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid it had always been his with, and
would be fo in future, to open the budget at as early a period
of the feffion as poffible ; but he could not make a pofitive pre-
mife ona fubje&t that muft be governed by circumftances.

Mr. FOX wifhed that when gentlemen meant to fupport a
meafure by precedents, they would prepare the meafure and
the precedent at the fame time, that both might be examined
together. ‘There were precedents even on the journals of the
Houfe, more to be thunncd than followed, and of this nature
was the preccdent jult mentioned. He argued at fome length
on the loofe and imperfe& manner in which accounts of re-
venue and expenditure muft be examined when debated, be-
fore they were clofed, as muft always be the cafe on an early
budget, if the accounts were not made up till the gth of April ;
obferved that fome of the Exchequer bills bore an intereft of
two-pence halfpenny a day, more than threc-quarters per cent..
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than they now ought to bear ; and fxid no complaint had been
made by oppofition of the budget’s being opened too early this
Yyear.

Mr. Chancellor PITT rejoiced to hear that all fuch com-
plaint was difclaimed ; for it had been thrown out in a former
debate, that the budget had been inifidioufly haftened to divert
attention from other matters. Some of the Exchequer bills did
bear an intereft of two-pence halfpenny a day; and he had
propofed to the Bank to reduce to two-pence. To this pro-
pofition he kad reccived no anfwer, but he expe&ed it would
be complied with.

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, he had not charged the right ho-
nourable gentleman with opening his budget too early, but
with {tating of what it was to confift on the firft day of the
feflion.

The queftion being put, that the report be committed,

Mr. SIILRIDAN {aid, that part of his obje&t being ob-
tained, viz. that the bufinefs of the finance fhould not be poft-
poned in future till the fummer months, he thould not divide
the Houfk as he had before intended.

The motion was negatived, and the report agreed to.

The SECRETARY AT WAR gave notice that he fhould
move the army extraordinaries on Monday.

The Houfe adjourned.
Monday, 27th February.

The Houfe in 2 Committee of Ways and Means for raifing
a {upply, agreed, that five millions and five hundred thoufand
pounds be raifed by loan, on Exchequer bills.

‘The Houfe adjourned.

Tuefday, 28th February.

Mr. DUNDAS prefented a petition on behalf of the Go~
vernorand Company of the Bank of Scotland, praying for leave
#0 increafe their capital, &c. '

Referred to a Committee.

“The Houfe adjourned,

Vor. XXXI. Ooe
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. Wednefday, 2gth February.

Major. SCOT'T gave notice of a motion which he intended
to make on Friday, relative to the expences of the trial of
Mr. Haftings. His motion related to the immenfe detail to
which thefe expences had fwelled out. On the fubjet of this
motion, there pafled fome converfation between the Major and
Mr. Burke.

Mr. WHITBREAD having firt moved, ¢ that the Houfv
¢ do now refolve iifelf into a Committee of the whole
¢ Houfe, to take into confideration the papers on the table,
¢ refpe@ing the late armament againft Ruffiz,” and that mo-
tion, upon the oppofition of the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
being withdrawn, began by faying, That it was with fenfa-
tions of great diffidence and anxicty he rofc to the performance
of the important tafk he had undertaken; in the exccution of
it he hoped for the patience and indulgence of the Houfe. Had
ingenuity, he faid, been requifite to invent, or eloquence to
inforce the arguments which might be adduced at the opening
of the bufinefs then before the Houfe, he Lad not {tood in the
fituation in which he then did, butas the fa&s from authority
before the Houfe were notorious, and opcn to common atten-
tion; as the inferences from thofe fucts were deducible by the
plaineft und:rftanding, he hud come forward with zeal and
alacrity upon the occation ; a zcul and alacrity iufpired by a
fenfe of the duty he owed to hi« conttitzen's, by the fincere
conv:é’uon, which he fo';, that in the tianfictisn then under
dlf\.uﬂ'o.), Ilis Mujeity's Minifters kad offired viclence to the
dignity, reputation, and jnterclts of this country. In the courfe
of what he thould have the honour ta oifir, inorder to fupport
the refolutisns he fiould fubmit to the confideration. of the
Houfe, he theuld abilzin from all exaggerated praife of the
conflitution.  Fecling as he d.d a fincere reverence and affec-
lion fot the conflitution under which e lived, determined as
he was to act up to its principles and its purity, to defi:ant upon
the beauties of its theory, upon all occafions to dwcll upon its
various exceliengies, was, in his mind, unneceflary ; if they
il united in reitoring and giving encrgy to its fun&ions ; if they
mited in maintaining their owa rights and privileges, in which
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were comprchended the rights and freedom ahd profperity of
their conftituents ; in guarding them againft the encroachments
of craft and of power, in cleanfing them from all adventitious
polutions, compliment and adulation would be unneceffary ; it
was poflible, he faid, to flatter and to betrdy ; but a feries of
conduét tending to one point, uniform in its conflitutional
means to attain conftitutional ends, could not be miftaken, and
needed neither flattery to glofs, nor commentary to explain it.
He trufted that gentlemen would, that night cvince to the
world, that they loved the conftitution they fo lavithly
commended; that if he, and thofe far abler than him, with
whom he had the honour to think and to a&, fhould prove,
from the evidence npon the table, that Minifters had mifcon-
du@ecd themftlves; that they would not fhrink from the painful
and neceifary part of their duty, that of infliing cenfure where,
in his confuience, he beheved that cenfure was nioft indifpu-
tably due. If they were not able to prove the aflertions they
had madz, he at leaft trufted that the rcfolution he thould offer
would not be got rid of, by any fide blow, by any motion fer
previons queflion, that he and his friends thould be met face to
face upon the fubj-ét; that gentlemen would not throw away
the laft remnant that was left of the boafted privileges of Parlia-
ment, viz. the power of calling Miniilers to account for their
condu& ; that they would not denolifh that lait rampart, under
the mafk of which almoft all the other fortrefles of the conftitu-
tion had been deftroyed.  In giving his attention ta the papers
then upon the table, as a reprefentative of the peeple, he had
been indignant in obferving the abfurd and ridiculous purpofe
for which the money of his conftituents had been extorted from
them ; as an FEnglifhman he had blufhed for the ftate of degra-
dation to which Minifters had reduced the Britith name ; but
he had fingular fatisfaltion in reculleéling, that he was ones
though of the humbleft individuals of that refpcRable riinority,
w hofe voice was confefled to have been in unifon with the voice
of the people; whofe aétivity and cxerticn prevented the cor«
verflon of a caufelefs; abfurd, and expeniive armament, into
4 '1{ll more caufclfs, abfurd, and deftru@ive war. It thould

ircumitance recorded, and worth recording, to all pof~

» thata firm and conltitutional oppofition did, by theix

t Qo 2
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patriotié efforts, arreft the progréfs of a Minifter in the zenith
of his popularity, and fupported by a large and confiding ma-
jority of the Houfe of Commons, towards involving his country
{in a fruitlefs war, from which fhe might not have efcaped with-
out national bankruptcy, and from which fhe could not have
efcaped without very prefling national calamity and diftrefs.

Mr. Whitbread faid, he was convinced that the commercial

interefts of Great Britzin were {0 welt underftood by every per-

- fon who heard him, that he would not detain the Houfe by
expatiating upon the advantages that were derived from our
commercial intercourfe with Ruffia, which were of fuch a na-
ture, as not to rcnder any flight ground of quarrel with that
eountry juftifiable.

He did not imagine that any politician would contend that,
becaufe, the mmediate balance of trade between the two coun-
fries appeared to be in favous of Ruflia, therefore we derived
no advantage from that trade. If there were, however, any
perfon who maintained fuch do@rines, he would refer him
to 2 book that had been lately fo ably quoted by the right ho-
nourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt,) ¢ Snith’'s Wealth of Na-
tions.” In the deep refeasches of that great political philofo-
pher, he would find his fhort-fighted opinions amply difcuffed
and amply refuted. By our trade with Ruffia we gained an ex-
tenfive and wholefome nurfery for our mariners ; from thence
we procured, (every confidcration had) at the moft advanta-
geous rate, thofe ftores which form the exiftence of our navy ;
from thence we procured thofe grofs commodities, which, after
employing an immenfe quantity of productive labour at home,
re-produced and exported again, returned the capital originally
laid out upon them an hundred fold.

Neither did he imagine that do&rine which had been infi-
nuated, but not avowed, laft year, would now be revived ;
namely, that Ruffia had formerly donc us differvices, parti-
cularly in the inftance of the armed ncutrality ; and that this.
had been a good opportunity of revenge. It muft be remem-

" Bered, that Pruffia was the contriver of the armed neutrality ;
#t-would therefore have been but fair to have punifthed Pruﬂm,
the principal, before we proceeded to vengeance upon. Ruifia,
the accomplice. He was aware, that thefe grounds werc in

- themfelves not tenable, nor avowed.; but fuch inﬁnqtious



A. 1792, DEBATES. 285

having gone forth, he had thought proper briefly to touch upon
them. In the d-bates that had taken place the preceding year,
on the fubje of the Ruffian armament, Minifters, he faid,
had fo prudently involved themfelves in political obfcurity, that
no clue was given by which could be difcovered either the
caufes of the war itfelf, or of our interterence, or of the ends
we purpofed attaining. Gentlemen in oppolition were told
that they had no authority to argue upon, and that their fpecu-
Iations it was not worth while to anfwer. Now, however, it
did appear, from the documents upon the table, that the ori-
ginal caufe of the war, was a defire on the part of the Turks
to-refcue the Crimea, and the countries adjacent, from the do-
minion of Ruffia. It was well known, that the total Sove-
reignty of the Crimea was cedzd to Ruffia by the Porte by
treaty in 1784. It was therefore a war of injultice and ag-
greflion, on the part of the Porte ; of defence and jufticc on the
part of Ruffia. It was ftated by Count Ofterman, in his let-
ter to Mr. Whitworth and Count Goltze, dated June 6, 1791,
that the “ Courts of Lond:n and Berlin at the tine aviwed that
““ Ruffia had been unjuftly attacked.” 'That ftatement remain-
ing uncontradi¢ted, he fhould take it for granted it was true.
An opinion had prevailed in Europe, and it had been fuggeftcd
in that Hoeufc, and as far as his knowledge went, the fuggef-
tion had not been refuted, that Great Pritain had ftimulated
the Turks to this war of injuftice. If thatbe a calumny, faid
Mr. Whitbread, Ict it be fpeedily contraditted, and by fuch
authority as will give the contradi@ion weight ; It that foul
ftain be wathed from us, and from our nation. If it be true,
detefted by all good men be that wretched poiicy which can
rifk the facrifice of the lives of thoufands and the heppine/s of
millions of our fpecies to attain its own fhort- fizht d ends.
From the firlt paper on the table, dated in Decends s 1739,
it appeared that the Emprefs then requefted the interfer.nes of
Great Buitain, to bring about a pacification, upen certain
terms, which were, that fhe fbould extend her fronticr to the
Dniefter, and that the provinces of Moldavia, Peffarabia, and
Wallachia, thould be created into an indepandent principality,
under a Chriftian Prince. The Court of 8$t. James's, in 2p-
fwer, declare the impoflibility of atterrpting to mediate upon
tiofe terms; and as the Emprefs immediately after entircly
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abandoned th¢m herfelf, he fhould put the confidcration of
them wholly out of the queftion, as in fa& they had no' more
‘relation to the fubje& immediately before the Houfe, than the
partition of Poland, which took place fome years paft between
the three allied Powers, or than the proje@ed partition of the
Myfore country by the allies in India. He trufted, for the
fake of minifterial confiftency, that thefe claims of Ruffia had.
been confidered upon maps of a confined feale 5 for in cafting
our eyes over too wide a dcfcription of the globe, we fhould
find that the acquifition of territory, and extermination of
Princes, which was confidcred as inordinate ambition, and
dangerous aggrandizement, in Europe, in Afia was no more
than found policy, the plan of Britith Minifters, fupported by
Britith Minifters. However, in My 190, the Emprefs
came forward with terms, upon which fhe declared herfelf
willing to make peace, and upon which peace was alually
concluded in December 1791, Her propofitions are, that all
her former treatics fhould be renewed, and rendered valid, and
that fhe fhould be put in poiliflion of Oczakow, and the
vhole territory, from the Bog to the Dniefter ; the laft river
to ferve as a boundary to the two empires.  To thefe terms
car uniform anfwer was, that no confideration would be paid
trany terms not refling upon the bafis of the flatus quo. He
fuaid, there were fome propofitions fo felf-evident, that to at-
terapt their cluborate proof, was only to detra& from the ori-
ginal truth and clearnefs in which they appearcd.  Of that
Lind he took to be the propofition which afferted, that no ar-
rangement refpe@ing Oczakow, and its diftri&t, could in any
vay aff e & the political or commercial interefts of Great Bri-
tain.  1{ there was a fpot in Europe, to which no ramification
of the Biitith commerce extended ; if there were feas upon the
face of the globe, on which no Britifh merchantmen failed ;
that fpot, and the feas adjoining to it, for which we had ne-
geciated, and for which we had armed, were precifely in that
fiation. | We exported nothing thither, we imported nothing
from thence : but he would reit the truth of thé propofition on
this fingle ground, which ke was fure would not fail him, viz.
that no Lritith merchant (alive as that refpeclable body of
pecple always were, and .lways ought to be, to their own in-
werells,) thould be able folely from the operation it would have
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,upon the commerce of this country, to difcover, in any given
time, whether OcZakow was ceded to the Emprefs, or remain-
ed in the hands of the Turks. Pruffia, our ally, he took fo
be as litule intercfled ina commercial point of view as we could
be; excepting only onc cafe, which however could not be
avowed.  This was, that fome fecret negociation had taken
place, and that the King of Pruffia withed to ftipulate with the
Emprefs, that if the would fuffer kim to take poticfion of Thorn
and Dantzic, he would not obje&t to her taking Oczakow,
and its diftri&t. In this light it would certainly be molt ma-
terial to the commercial interetts of Pruffia; but this, here-
peated could not be avowed.  To cither country it was imma-
terial, in a pelitical point of view, excepting as it might affl&
the balance of Evrope; which could only be in two ways ei-
ther that, when in poticflion of the Porte, it gave to the Turks
a more fecure frontier againft the inroads of Rnffia, or that in
poileflion of the Emprefs, it would, afford that Princefs eafier
means of profccuting thofe plans of inordinate ambition
which were attributed to her. Iiflorical experience proved
tous, thatin ndiher of thefe cales was it af afl matericl. When
Marfhal Romanzow didtated the difgracdful peace of Kain-

rdgi in the year 1574, he had been foiled befure Oczakow, and
that fortrels was in the hands of the Turks.  When the peace
was figned by the Emprefs, upon thofe terms which he fhould
alwuys contend to be modirate and cquitable terins, in Decem-
ber 1791, fhe had been in poficfiion of Oczakow three years.
Thefe arguments, f.utl Mr. Whitbread, arc, 1 think, fuffi-
cicnt to prove the aflertion I havesmade ; but we arcall aware
that [uch is the force of cuilom, fuch the facination of habit,
upon the mindsof men ; fuch their fubjugation to the opinions
of thofe, to whole judgements they are ufed to look up, that
authority has often produced that conviflion, of which the

" cleareft demonftration has failed; and I am happy, on this oc-
cafion, in being able to adduce, in fupport of my opinions, the
authority of one whofe influence is greater in this Houfe; 1
mcan the authority of the right henourable gentleman over
againft me himfulf. If by thc balance of Europe any thing is
meant, if they are not mere chimerical founds, wichout ilfe at-
tachment of any fpccific idea to them, this muft be underftoed,
viz. {o nice an equipoizc of the interefls of the different powers,
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that no one thall be. in danger from the other} and thus the
permanent tranquillity of Europe be eftablithed. But fince
Oczakow has been in the power of Ruffia, we have been told,
from the mouth of His Majefty, ¢ that the friendly affurances
¢ he receives from foreign powers, and the general flate of
¢¢ affairs in Europe, appears to promife to his fubje&s the
¢¢ continuance of their prefent tranquility. Under thefe cir-
$¢ cumftances he is induced to think, that fome immed:ate re-
¢ du&ion may be fafely made in our military and naval eftab-
< lifhments.”

The right honourable gentleman himfelf, in his place, de-
clared, that he expeés our tranquillity to be permanent. He
has a&ed upon that principle ; ke has fupported his declarations
by his (ceds ; and notwithftanding an arrangement has taken
place, which he contendcd would deftroy the balance of power,
he has advifcd His Majefty to diminith his eflablithments, and
to part with a portion of the revenue. Of his two opinions I
will chufc thit upon which he aéted ; and I do contend that I
have his uncquivocal authority for aflerting, that the interefts
of this country were in no degree involved in any arrangement
that could have taken place refpeting Oczakow and its diftrict,
Sir, I will prefs the matter no farther ; but I do truft that the

" right honourable gentleman has himfelf now founded an alarm
upon the do&rine of confidence, which will penetrate the ears
of the moft dull and lethargic of thofe who have flumbered and
flept upon that poft, which ought to be occupicd with vigi-
lance, jealoufy, and attention. Let us confider the fituation
in which the confiding friends of the Minifter are placed. Laft
year they yiclded him the public purfe, which he employed for
an obje&, in the attainment of which the interefts of this
country were faid to be decply involved: he fails in his pur-
fuit ; and new he comcs forward and tells them, that notwith-
fanding this failure, we are in the moft profperous fituation,
with every profpe& of tranquillity before us. How can they
account to their conftituents for having fuffered their money to
be lavifhed for an obje of no valug? Sir, I hope that having
been betrayed by a confidence in that wayward policy, which
is every thing by turns, and nothing long, which fees every
thing throngh the medium of its own immediate intereft, and
now glaces the fate of the empire on the fate of a petty fortrefs,
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nd a diftant defert, and now declares their infignificance in
he moft pointed terms; that they will learn from pra&ice and
experience, what the moft powerful eloquenct and convincing
argument have been unable to teach them, that the doétrine of
confidence, which they have contended to be conftitutional,
cannot affimilate with any one principle of the conftitution.
Mr. Whitbrcad faid, he fhould proceed to provc, that this
abfurd obje&, for which we had negociated and for which we
had armed, for which Minifters had thought neceffary to force
the nation to f{o great an exertion, had been entircly abandon-
ed, and that without any affigned reafon. It was remarkable,
that in the very firlt memorial, which was prefented after
the King's meffage of laft year, by Mr. Whitworth and
‘Count Goltze, we begin to talk of a madification of the flafas
quo, according to the fuggeftion of refpetable pywers. It was
to be obferved that the Danith memorial, which he fuppofed
muft be Lere alluded to, dated on the 8th of March, and that
the King's meffage did not come down to the Houfe till the
28th of March, it was more than probabie that memorial had
reached the Court of London in Icfs than twenty days, but no
abatement of the thiiét fatus gua is talked of till after we kad
the arms in our hands to entorce the terms we had propofd.
What was to be inferred from this, but that we expeéted to
find in Ruflia that daflardly fpirit with which we knew ourfelves
to be atuated; that we expedied to find the Emprefs a mere
bully, to be terrificd into compliance by the firlt thew of re-
fiftance and force. Still, however, there was fomething of
the gigantic in the condué of Minifters, an appearance of
menace and greatncfs ; but as they had ftalked into this bufinefs
giants, we fhould find them flink out the mereft pigmies that
ever difgraced a Political T'heatre. Now came the humilia-
_tion of Great Diitain, now. came that difgraceful memorial,
which at once was to concede all that we had negociated,
threatenced, and armed to maintain. He hoped the Houfe
would cxcufe him if he dwelt a little upon this mcmorial;
dated June 29, 1791, figned by Meflis. Whitworth, Fawke-
ner, and Count Geltze. It was of a nature fo extraordiniry
as to demand his ferious attention.  He had not, *he faid, been
thrown into fituations whirc he might beeome acquainted with
VoL, XXXI. rp °*
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the general flyle of diplomatic negociation, and from his igno&
rance, perhaps, might arife the furprize he felt at one of the®
openirig paragraphs of the memorial then before him, was,
the intercourfe between one nation and another fo wholly dif-
ferent from that which took place in tranfations of import-
-ance between man and man, that probity, candour, fairnefs,
and inviolable regard to truth which ought to be the leading
features, and were the wifeft policy in the one, fhould be en-
tirely banifhed from the other, and infincerity, cunning, and
a difrcgard for all principle, be fubftituted in their ftead; or
was it meant as a fatire upon this curious ncgociation only,
that it was faid by the memorialiits, ¢ the calmnefs they thus
¢ fhew, and their candour, which is fo different from the or-
““ dinary courfe of megociation, will be confidered as an indubi-
¢¢ table proof of the fincere and dilintercfted defire of the
¢ Kings their mafters to make their fricndly intervention
¢ conduce to the fpeedy re-eftablithment of a pcace.” Was
it neceflary to fend out Envoy Extraordinary upon Envoy Ex-
traordinary to declare that you were going to tell the truth; to
fay, all that we had been talking of for twelve months paft was
folly and nonfenfe; we meant nothing by it: we were now
cetue to tell what our real intentions were.  Had our dealings
with the Court of Peterfburgh been fo crooked that it was ne-
ceflary to fpecify that you were about to be candidd and honeft ?
The negociators then proceeded 1o ftate threc propofuls, be-
yond the laft of which they declare it impoflible for them to
offer any thing ta the Turks. The firft propoful was, that the
diftri& of Oczakow, from the Bog to the Dnicfler, fhould be
declared neutral, and to be inhabited by the {ubje@s of neither
power; the feccond propofal was, that Oczakow and it's im-
mediate diftrit fhould be ceded to the Emprefs, referving,
however, to the Turks a line of demarcation on the eaftern
fide.of the Dniefter, fuch, for inllance, as the lake Telegot,
“ far the allied Courts do not think they fhall be able to en-
‘¢ gage the Porte 1o conclude a peace on the condition of leav-
“ ing Oczakow fortificd in the hands of Ruilia, unlefs this fa-
“¢ crifice, fo dangerous for her, fhould be compenfated by the
“ fecurity of the two banks of the Dnicfter.” Here he be-
lieved the Dniefter was mentioned for the fir{t time as the ob-
ject upon which cvery thing reficd ;- but now it feemcd as if
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he free navigation of the Dniefter was the only thing we had

ery ferioufly fet our thoughts upon. The third propofal was,
that Oczakow and its diftri& fhould be yielded in fovereignty
to Ruffia, but that the fortrefs itfIf fhould be demolifhed, and
no other fortifications raifed. It was curious to obferve the
conclufion of this difgraceful memorial: the negociators faid,
¢ Her Majelty’s lively folicitude for the repofe of Europe,
¢ her love towards her people, her defire to reftore peace to
¢ them, and to prevent the further effufion of human blood,
¢¢ afford the fureft confidence to the underfigned, that thisim-
¢¢ portant decifion will be fpeedily fignified to them, and that
¢ it will be favourable; more efpecially as complying with every
¢ thing Her Imperial Majefly has appeared to defire, they afk
¢ from her goodnefs and genersfity only fome flight msdifications.”
That Princefs, whofe inordinate ambition had been reprefent-
ed as endangering the tranquillity of Europe, who regardlefs
of the diltrefs and miferies of her fubjedts, was willing to at-
tain her chjeét by wading through their blood, was now con-
verted into a fovereign, poflefling every virtue which could
adorn or di¢gnify a throne, and our Minifters were reduced to
afk, as fuppliants, from the gosdnefs ard generofity of that
power, whofe deftru@ive progrels we had armed to impede,
Jome flight modifications of thife terms which we had invariably
declared we could, upon no confideration, give ear to; and
what was this flight modification to effe? was it to procure
any advantage to the Turks! It was ftrange that fuch had
been the fupinenefs of the Porte in circumitances where we
conceived their intercfts to be moft materially involved, that
the navigation of the Dnicfter was not taken the finalleft no-
tice of in the treaty of pcace which was figned at Galacz in
December 1791.  He believed that what he flated upon this
fubje@ was authentic; if it was not, it would be contradict-
ed; and in truth he could not but cxprefs his furpiize that the
Grand Vizier and his collcagues fhould have treated the right
honourable gentleman and his colleagues fo cavalierly that
they had no authentic copy of the peace to lay upon the table.
The Emprefs’s anfwer to this memorial maintained the fame
fteadine(s and firmnefs of mind which had beerl the lcading
feature of her condu& from the commencement of the nego-

Ppa , '
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" giation. Count Ofterman faid, in her name, that the laft wa:
the only propofal which the Court of Peterfburgh could take
into confideratien ; and upon that it was obferved, that the de-
molition of the fostifications of Oczakow was incompatible
with the ideas that were entertained of total fovereignty,
and therefore fhe could not liften to fuch a condition; but
added, that /> far from having any intention of difiurbing the na-
vigation of the Dnicfier, that it had been the invariable plan of,
kber reign 1o proteét the commerce of friendly and neutral nations.”
She might well have faid, Why did you not tell me all this
feurteen months ago? Let us for a moment confides the fi-
tuation of our unfortunate allies whilit we were nogociating in
their behalf. 'Was there an aweful fufpenfe, fuch as might
te expcfied, whilil fu great a nation as Great Britain was me-
diating, and was armed to enforce her mediation? Was the
fword for a fingic inftant withheld, or the victorious progrefs
of the Emprefs ftopped? No. The profufion of Turkifth blood
that was fhed, the repeated defeats of our miferable allies,
would teftify to the contrary. The cars of our Minitters were
conftantly infulted by the Ye¢ Deums that were ciiaunted for
viQories gained over an cnemy, for whom we had negociated,
for whom we had armed, for whom we were at laft reduced to
petition. Count Ofterman’s anfwer was conchrded by expref-
fing a doubLt whether we had any authoihy fiom the Turk to
mediate in his behalf at all.  Iie bclieved the fuét was, that
we had no authority, and that the prelinminarics were figned
without our concurrence or advice, 'T'0 what a degraded itate
was this glorious country reduced? To that detefted and ubun-
doned fituation of mifery and dufpair where no friend was
found to acknowledge our friendthip, no foc that dreaded our

-enmity. The anfwer of the thrce Minilters to this memorial
of Count ORerman’s, ftated that as her Imperjal Mujefty had
given her woid that fhe would not diftwib the navigation of
the Dniefter, they totally receded frown all their former ttipu-
Jations; that fhe might now poflels Oczakow and its diftrick
in total fovereignty, do what fhe pleafed with 15 fortifications,

_and if the Turks did not make peace upon thofe very terrus
which we had declared we could not venture to offer to them,
we would abandon them to the courfe of events; to the ven-
geance of an ambitious, infulted, aud vidlorious enemy, He
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thought he need not detain the Houfe much longer to prove
that the obje&t for which we had negociated and armed, fuch
as it was, had been entirely abandoned; and he concluded
that the Houfe would not difagree with him in pronouncing
that His Majefty’s Minifters had throughout this affair grofsly
mifcondu@ed themfelves, but an aggravation of this mifcon-
du@ ftill remained behind; for it could be proved that they-
had continued the armament after having determined entircly
to relinquifh the objet for which it had been made. e con-
tended that from the moment Mr. Fawkencr went out we
ought to have difarmed, becaufc at that moment wc had re-
folved upon unconditional fubmiflion to the Emprefs’s terms.
To this it might be anfwercd, that the Emprefs, vpon our
difarmament might have increafed her demands.  Was it pro-
bable that that Princefs, whe had adicred from the beginning
to one fteady line of conduct, who had never varied her lan-
guage, whether we mediated, threatened, or intreated, would,
at this jun&ure, have departed {iom conditions, not that we
had impofed, not that the was brought into Ly coercion, but
which fHe herfelf had offired during the courfe of more
than twelve months? it was not probable that {he would, but
it might be anfiered, it was poffible. How, then, did we
difarm at laft At that period, what fecurity had we that the
would perform what fhe had agreed to? To ufe the words of
the memorial,  Her Imperial Majefty’s word ; that mot cer-
““ tain pledge of the engagements the contrads;” that Iinpe-
rial word which two months beforc was not to be taken, is
now a fufficient ground for us to difband our armament.
Prefs-warrants were aGually recalicd on the 29th of July,
and the preliminaries were not figned till Auguit 11, 1;91.
The money of the fubic&ts had been taken from them, they
had been deprived of their liberty, that Minifters might a tic-
tle conceal the difgrace they were confcious awaited thom.
There was a fource of domcftic mifery arifing from the ca-

pricious fyftem of arming and difarming, of manning and un-
manning our navy, which he imagined muft com= home to the
feelings of every man who licard him ; he meant the wanton
abufe of the unconflitutionai power which was vefted in the
executive Government, of prefling for the fea fervice. Here
he begged to be underftood as by no means intending to affert,
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that it was a power which, upon great emergencies, could be
difpenfed with ; he feared it could not; but it was a ftretch
- of authority which no flight caufe could juftify. By the fre-
quency of amament which had lately taken place, the induf-
trious poor had been torn from thofe fituations of comfort and
bonefty which they occupied to their own benefit and that of
their country ; dragged to our ports, and violently forced into
fituations from which they had no means of efcape. If the
fafety of the empire required it, the evil, though great, muft
be tolerated ; but in the inftances before us, no State neceffity
required fuch a facrifice ; and thefe unhappy perfons were in
a fhort time vomited up again, not the wholefome food that
had been taken in, but a mafs of profiigacy, diforder, and
want.

Mr. Whitbread faid, before he fat down, he fhould touch
upon two topics which had been infinuated, by way of palli-
ation of that condu&, for which no open defence could be at-
tempted. It had been much the fathion without doors, copied
no douybt from the pra&ice fo fuccefsfully carried on within, to
divert the public attention from the tranfa&ion then under dif-
cuffion, by a reference to the flourithing flate of our finances.
It had been attempted to throw the gaudy veil of national
wealth, and commercial profperity, over the mutilated mo-
nument of political arrogance and political imbecility, then
before them. It had been faid, nothing but fa&ion can find
fault with a Minifler, who has raifed the finances of the coun-
try to the pitch at which they now itood. Three per cents
at g6, is a complete refutation of cvery argument you can
bring againft his political condu&. Here we fecl the pulfe of
the nation, and whilflt that continues to beat high and firm,
we will not believe that any thing is amifs. Thec pulfe, he
faid, was a good, though not an infallible, criterion of the
health of the frame. In the political, as well as the human
body, artifice or incentive might accelerate the circulation ;
and the paroxyfm once over, the patient would return to a
more hopelefs ftate of languor and debility than that from
which he had been roufed. That accident, certainly not of
the contrivance, and as certainly beyond the control of the
right honourable gentleman, that artifice, probably of his con-
trivance, but for the future effeéts of which he could by no
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means anfwer, had contributed to the prefent high ftate of the
funds, muft be apparent to the commoneift obferver ; but he
lamented that the great extenfion of the national debt had,
among others, produced this alarming evil ; that it had con-
verted us into fuch a nation of ftock-jobbers, that with our
eyes fixed upon the fluGtuation of the money market, we could
fuffer the honour of the country, our deareft righits and privi-
leges, to moulder away, without obfervation or regret. It
had been alfo faid, that the magnanimity of the right honour-
able gentleman, in yiclding his opinion to that of the people,
ought to prote@ him from any cenfure. Great magnanimity
was, he obferved, difplayed, when an individual, of fplendid
talents, departed from an opinion he might have formed from
aconvition that that opinion was founded in error. The
ftrength and energy of the human mind never appeared in
more glowing colours, thanin that triumph of reafon over
paflion. Great magnanimity was difplayed, when an indivi-
dual of cxalted rank, high in the councils of his Sovercign,
having, in contert with his colleagues, adopted fome plan
which he conceives highly bencficial to his country, but
thwarted in the execution of his proje&, trueto his principler,
but regardlefs of the emoluments of office, or the falcination
of power, departs from a fituation he can no longer fill with
honour to himitlf, or, as he conceives, advantage to his coun-
try ; and, to the honour of our time, it might be faid, that
fuch inftances would rot be wanting to the hiftory of the pre-
fent day : but he avowed his furprife, that the right honour-
able gentleraan fhould have fubmitted to the mortification he
confefled to have felt, at having been obliged to relinquifh his
opinion to the opinion of the pcople, and the complexion of
the times ; thinking, as he did, the intercfts of this country
materially involved in the profecution of the plan he had form-
ed; fq materially, as to call for that exertion to which he had
forced the country, to fupport it. He ought, as it appeared
to him, rather to have yieided his fituation, or even his life,
than his opinion. In departing from it, unconvinced, he had
departed from the noble chara&er fo ably quoted by his right
honourable‘_fricnd on a former night, and fronr which he was
certain he would never {werve. ¢ ‘Fufli & tenacis propefiti

viri.” He had given ear to the voice of the multitude,
I
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as he thought, “ prava jubentium.” He had made a
comparifon between his opinion and his place, and had
elected the latter and the worfe. He had ficrificed to a mo-
mentary popularity, the convi€ion of his own mind; to his
love of power, the approbation of his own underftanding. Af-
ter apologizing for having detained the Houfe fo long, heread
the three refolutions, the firft of which he moved.

¢« "That no arrangement, refpe®ing Oczakow and its dif-
¢ trict, appears to have been capable of affe@ing the political
¢ or commercial interclts of this country, fo as to juitify any
« hoflile interfercnce on the part of Great Britain between
¢ Ruflia and the Porte.”

Colone!l MACLEOD ficondzd the motion, and faid, that
he fult himfelf called upon to give fomething more than a filent
vote in fupport of it. The condu& of the right honourable
gentleman in the negociation with Ruffia, and in fome other
tranfu&@ions, had induced him totally to withdraw that conhdence,
which he had before fo frecly given.

Without intending to cxamine the conduct of the honourable
gentleman fo minutely as the honourable mover of the queftion,
he could not avoid noticing ore argument, which had been ufcd
in his fupport. It had been fuid, that though the Miniiter pre-
pared for a war, he had not intended to commence it. To
fuch an argument, few perfons would chufe to be indebted.
If it was applicable, it told the difgraceful circumftance, that
the Mini(ter had induced this glorious, warlike and high-{pirit-
¢d nation to draw its fword, at the fame time that he had deter-
mined never to ufe it.

When the fword was unfheathed, he had proftrated himfelf
with it before the Emprefs, and it mult be owned, that fhe

. had made a moft vigorous ufe of her imperial foot. In this
condu®, he had fhewn a wonderful ignorance of the ways of
the fex ; and it was as wonderful that the right honourable gen-
tleman, his friend, had not given him better information—
Women might fometi-es yicid to force, but feldom to in-
treatics ; they might be taken by ftorm, but not by a feint ;
and in the n x' affair v h ch tte right honourable gentleman
fhould have with the Emrrefs, he would advife him to ravith
thol. favours whih fhou'd be de..iel to his courtthip.
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If, however, the Minifter had credit for the intention of go-
infs to war, he muft have been either ignorant of the general

ith of the people, or determined to oppofe it. He muft have
oppofed alfo his own fpeeches in that Houfe, ftating both the
neceflity and the probability of peace. How then could the
Houfe continue that confidence to a Minifter, who, after pol-
fefing, for feven or cight years, all the channels of political
information, domeftic or otherwifc, had thewn either fuch dan-
gerous ignorance, or fuch wilful obftinacy !

Upon former occafions, in which the authors of plans delibe~
rately formed in confultation with their friends had found them
rejeéted, a very different condué had been purfued. He did
not mean to refer to Demofthenes, and Athens, and all that ;
his example was taker: from the Demotthenes of this country,
Lord Chatham. Where was now his fpirit? Certainly not
where it was moft to have been expeéted.  'When that noble-
man found the people adverfe to his plan of a Spanifh war, he
refigned his office. He difdained to a&, where he could not
lead. The Minifter admits, that his rivals, the gentlemen
who oppofc him in that Houfe, chietly fway the opinion of
the people ; but, “ What of that;” fays he, ¢ I kept my
“ place.”

There were circumftances which efpecially chara&erifed
the condu@ of the prefent Adminiftration ; a reftlefs difpofition
for experiments, and an unalterable attachment to office. The
firft led them to the frequent neceflity of retra&ting their plans,
or of purfuing them againft the will of the nation; the laft in-
duced them, upon the leaft rifk of their places, or of their con-
fequence in that Houfe, to furrender their opinions. They
then ftopped in their career, reftingupon oars, till another op-
porttinity occurred for new plans and farther experiments.

The progrefs of philofophy had of latc been very rapid in
Europe, and the fondnefs for peace muft confequently have in-
creafed. Still, however, he feared that wars would occur from
the many collifions of intereft and of ambition between rival
nations and Princes. It muft be fome time, at leaft, before
a contrary fyftem could be confirmed. And, when the Emprefs
thall next happen to be at war with any power, whofe interefts
we may affe to adopt, how will our interference bt refpected?
We may arm; but the trick is found out. ¢ 1 don’t mind

Vor. XXXI. Qg
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¢ Great Britain,” fhe will fay, I know fhe won’t fightJ ,
Thus had our national dignity and charaer been facrifice
to recover which a2 war might one time really become neceffary;:
at the expence of fifty, or anhundred millions.

Profeflions of love for the conftitution had been very frequent
of late. Though bred a foldier, he had ftudied the conftitu-
tion with delight, and he loved it as well asany man. He had
been fhocked to perceive how much it was violated by the laws
for the collec&ion of the revenue. Our debts, he knew, muft
be paid, and that by taxes ; but, fince the laws for colle&ting
the latter were, for the moft part, fo injurious to the conftitu-
tion, whoever occafioned an increafe of taxcs, leflened the fe-
curity of our libertics. Our debts were paid not only by the
fweat of our brows, but by the facrifice of our conftitution.
The proje&s of the Miniiter had frequently increafed our lift of
taxes, and had thus injured the conftitution more than it could
ever be bencfited by his praifis.

"A very flight perufal of the hiflory of this country would
thew, that in the glorious reigns of William and Anne, the
Minifters had ncver afked for taxes to carry on a war, till the
people had called for hoftilities, and had thewn that the war was
their own.

What, perhaps, had occafioncd fo much laughter on- the.
other fide of the Houfc, was, that, in the lalt iciflion, he had
fupported the Minifter through all the queftions of confidence.
He confefled this with thame, with contrition, with forrow.
He lamented his own condu&@. If any circumftances could
afford an excufe for it, they were, that the right honourable
gentleman had not, at that time, fo clearly difcovered how
much he could mifufe the confidence of the Houfe ; and that
he himfelf had not had opporturities of perceiving the general
danger of giving confidence to Minifters.

" For this error he would endeavour to compenfate, by dedi-
eating the remainder of his life to the oppofition of fucha
fyftem.

Much credit had been attempted to be given to the right ho-
nourable gentleman, on account of the profperity of the coun-
try. The profperity of a great country, he would beg leave to
fay, was dependent on other caufes than the life or exertions
of any one individual.
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The honourable ROBERT BANKS JENKINSON
.\fon of Lord Hawkefbury) gave his maiden fpeech in fup-
port of Adminiftration. The honourable gentleman faid,
though he rofe for the purpofe of objefting to the refolu-
tions moved, he felt himfelf obliged to the honourable
gentleman who had made them, as an opportunity was
thereby given, that mifreprefentation might be done away,
and pleafure afforded to every friend of Adminiftration to
meet and difcufs the queftion. It fhould be his endeavour,
he faid, to prove the fyftem taken up by adminiftration,
and the principles upon which they had aéted, to be fuch
as the wifeft and foundeft policy at the time diCtated. It
had been admitted by the firft politicians in this country,
that the principles upon which England ought to a& was,
to eftablifh continental alliances—to confider France as
our rival—to keep Holland from falling into her hands—
to obtain by alliance a fuficient land force to protect Hol-
land—and upon every occafion to divide the power of
France. Thefe principles admitted, the queftion would
be, to what power were we to look to form alliances with?
Politicians agreed, that it .would be wife to ally ourfelves
with the whole of Germany againft France; but to this
there were many apparently infuperable difficulties, and
among them the equality of the powers of Brandenburgh
and Auttria; which then of thefe two leading powers was
it prudent to conne ourfelves with? The difputes that
had arifen refpeing the navigation of the Schelde would
have rendered an alliance between Auflria and Holland
impracticable. Auftria was befides at that time in connec-
tion with France, and till that conneQion could be com-
" pletely diffolved fhe would have anfwered no one purpofe
for which Great Britain could have defired an ally. On
the other hand, the conneion of Pruffia with Holland,
and the intereft we had in Holland, fhewed the wifdom of
choofing Pruffia. If then that treaty, already fan&ioned
by the Houfe, was advantageous, it certainly would be
wife to prevent Pruflia from falling into « fituation by
which fhe would be rcndereQd. lefs likely to give an effectual
; q 2 T,
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aid in times of neceflity, than fhe was in at the time of
our forming an alliance with her; it was therefore necef-.
fary to fupport Turkey as a check upon Auftria, for as
long as the Porte maintained its importance, fo long would
"Pruffia be to us a valuable ally. When Auftria was in al-
liance with this kingdom, France, as a check, had an al.
liance with the Turks ; when therefore Auftria was allied
with France, it was natural and politic for us to be in alli-
ance with Turkey. The honourable gentleman then begged
the Houfe to confider in what a dreadful ftate the affairs
of Turkey were prior to our interference. He wifhed
them to confider, that the fupport of the Turks was in-
volved in our alliance with Pruffia; that our interference
was therefore neceflary; for if no fuch interference had
taken place, Pruflia, by her alliance with us, would have
been expofed to Auftria and to France, and have been ren-
dered unable to afford us affiftance. In cafe of a war be-
tween England and France, Auftria would have taken up
the whole attention of Pruffia; but by Turkey being fup-
ported, fhe would take off, or create a divifion in the force
of Auftria, and Pruffia be left at liberty to aid us with the
whole, or a confiderable postion, of her firength. The
honourable gentleman faid, he ‘would readily admit that
France was now in no fituation to occafion alarm—he
would readily admit that {fhe was in a ftate the moft deplo-
rable; but the probability was, that in a few years fhe
would be in poflefion of a vigorous government—if that
government {hould be a reftoration of the old fyftem, or
of any thing near it, we fhould be again fubje& to her in-
trigues; but fhould fhe be enabled to obtain a new confti-
tuted free government, the would become a more powerful
nation, and a more formidable rival than fhe had ever yet
been. 1f France was united, fhe would rife again with
the greateft {plendor—fhe wanted nothing but a wife go-
vernment to make her the terror of her neighbours. In
her prefent fituation, he would be the laft to advife any
meafure that might add to her troubles and difficulties;
but he confidered it the duty of Minifters, and the policy
3 .
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of Great Britain, to take the advantage of her prefent de-
bility, by promoting treaties with continental powers, that
might add to our ftrength, and fecure us againtt all events.
The alliance with Pruflia prefented itfelf as the firft and
principal ftep to our continental conneion: Pruffia, when
Holland was endangered, marched an army into that
country for its prefervation from the grafp of France, and
for the maintenance of our intereft in the fafety of the
States: Pruffia was as much endangered by the progrefs of
the Ruffian and Auftrian arms againft the Porte, as we
had been by the attempt to overrun Holland :—as Pruffia
came forward on that occafion for our intereft, we were
bound in honour to come forward on the prefent in Iupporf
of the intereft of Pruffia. The honourable gentleman
having thus ftated the policy of our alliance with Pruffia,
and having argued the danger to which that power was
expofed, by the progrefs of the Imperial arms againft the
Porte, he entered into a refutation of the affertion, that
the war, on the part of the Turks, was a war of aggref-
fion; he took a review of the conduct of the Emprefs, in
her obtaining the Crimea, in her promoting a rebellion in
Egypt, in her laying claim to Beflarabia, Wallachia, and
Moldavia, and into the repeated conceflions fhe forced
from the Porte, until they were under the neceflity of ha-
zarding a war for the fafety of their remaining dominion
in Europe. Our interference, he faid, began for the
purpofe of obtaining the beft poffible terms of peace for
the Porte, fo endangered. 1n propofing terms of peage to
nations at war, it was always neceflary to confider on
whofe fide the juflice and the fuccefs of that war was. In
the prefent, all the juftice was found on one fide, and all
the fuccefs on the other. 1n that fituation the terms moft
likely to conciliate, were thofe founded on the fatus quo;
but though thofe terms were not fully obtained, it could
not be denied that the Emprefs had lowered her terms as
foon as fhe bccame acquainted with the Interference of
England and Pruffia in fupport of the Turks; for, prior
to {uch interference, fhe had ftated, as ker witimate terms,
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Jfounded in extreme moderation, the demand of the ceffion of
Oczakow, and the ere@ion of Beflarabia, Wallachia, and
Moldavia, into an independent fovereignty, under a Prince
profeffing the Chriftian faith; and which, if agreed to,
would nearly have put an end to the Turkifh empire in
Europe. After her propofal of thofe terms, the Imperial
arms were attended with continued and confiderable fuc-
cefs; what then induced her to lower thofe terms, and to_
forego her moderate demand, of tdking from Turkey three
of its principal provinces, to eret into a fovereignty for a
Prince, whom it would not have been difficult to guefs,
was intended to have been honoured with it, but our ar-
mament ? By the interpofition of England and Pruffia, the
flatus quo had been obtained of Auftria; and by the fame
interpofition, Ruffia had lc wered her claims. But it was
contended, that immediately upon Ruffia’s claiming only
Oczakow, and the diftri¢t between the Bog and the Dnief-
ter, we fhould have given way, and the terms ultimately
obtained, fhould at firft have been acceded to. This, he
contended, would have been grofsly impolitic ; for to have
given better terms to Ruffia than to Auftria, when both
were equally fituated, might have given occafion to the
Emperor, who never was remarkable for good faith, to
have feized the opportunity of refufing to fulfil his engage-~
ments; the confequence of which would have been, that
the Turks would again have been involved in a double war,
and this country expofed to the ridicule of Europe, for not
having gained by their interference a fingle advantage for
the power whofe intereft they had efpoufed. When Go-
vernment had obtained {uch advantageous terms for the
Turks from Auftria, their policy was naturally to fecure
peace upon thofe conditions. The only means of effec-
tually fecuring it was, by aling fairly towards the Em-
peror, to take from him every poflible pretence for not
fulfilling his engagements; and this could be only done by
demanding thé fame terms from Ruffia which he had ac+
ceded to; as Oczakow was, moreover, a place of confide-
rable importance in the hands of the Turks, it could be



only a place of defence: in the hands of Ruffia, in might
be a place of offence. It was particularly for our intereft
to keep it, if poffible, out of the hands of Ruflia, as we
know, from the evidence before us, that it is the particular
ambition of the Emprefs to ftretch her arms as far as pof-
fible in that quarter, and as fo confiderable an acquifition
as Oczakow may be of great fervice to her in the purfuit
of any future proje@®. The honourable gentleman faid,
he was confident that*had it not been for the divifion in
that Houfe, and for the divifions promoted out of the
Houfe, the Emprefs would not have contended for thofe
terms fhe ultimately did contend for. One of his reafons
for maintaining this opinion arofe from a comparative
view of the commerce of the two countries: the goods
imported from Ruffia into Great Britain are more than
double the quantity of the goods imported from Great Bri-
tain into Rufia. What Great Britain receives from
Ruffia fhe might get from other countries; what Ruffia
fends to Great Britain fhe could fend no where elfe. It
was certainly therefore the intereft of Ruffia, when war
was her only alternative, rather to give up Oczakow than
to involve lerfelf in a war with this country at fuch a
ritk 3 but would not this be the fame in the other cafe?
certainly mot: for the country being then divided, and
there being a party in that Houfe to oppofe the condu of
Adminiftration, the chance of fuccefs on the part of
Ruffia was fo much the greater; befides the Emprefs might
have been led to hope that the confequence of war might
be the overthrow of the Adminiftration, and the introduc-
tion, by that means, of a party into power more favourable
to her views. There is a fact, however, in confirmation
of his opinion, which he fhould take the liberty of ftating,
To his knowledge all Peterfburgh was in a confternation
for fome hours on firft heating the news of our armament;
nor was the panic difpelled till the arrival of difpatches
from Count Woronzow, which probably gave an account
of the divifion in the Houfe of Commons, 4nd the diyided
opiiiion of the people on the fubject.—Ttie gentlemet on
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the oppofite fide of the Houfe had not, in his opinion,
faved their country from a war, but had prevented a fuc-
cefsful termination to the negociation. The honourable
gentleman juftified Adminiftration, in ultimately admitting
the ceffion of Oczakow, which they at firft oppofed, upon
this ground, that that policy might be wife when a war
was uncertain, and fucces probable, which might not be
wife when fuccels was doubtful and war certain. No rea-
fonable conceffion, he declared, could be any difgrace to
this conntry ; for though it has been proved that we had a
national intereft in the concerss of the Porte, yet Ruffia
had an intereft hoth more immediate and more apparent,
and if fhe faw no obje&ion, under the particular circum-
flances, for the fake of facilitating pcace, to confent to a
modification of her original demands, it was much more
wife for Great Britain to accede to it than to involve her-
felf in a war with the particular difadvantages under which
fhe would have laboured in the profecution of that war.—
He f{.id, he was one of thofc who thought that the public
opinion out of the Houfe ought to be attended to, and ad-
‘mitted that upon the prefent occafion Minifters might,
confiftently with their duty, a& upon fuch opinion. There
were cafes, however, in which, by acing upon public
opinion, they might render their country much mifchief,
and among thofe cafes would be a breach of treaty asa
breach of national faith. - In reply to the accufation againft
Adminiftration, for not having difarmed as foon as the
propofals of the Emprefs were made known, he faid, we
fhould not then have obtained any modification ; fhe cer-
tainly was not bound by her laft propofals, they having
been rejected when firft offered to us; nor would fhe have
obtained them, had fhe not have been enabled to avail her-
felf of a divifion and a party in this country. In the
courfe of the negociation, the Emprefs, he faid, obtained
three great viGtories over the Turks ; it ought then to be
matter of joy that fhe did not avail herfelf of thefe vito-
ries, and of our divifions, to increafe her demands. In
reply to what has been advanced relative to the article for
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the free'ndligation of the Dneifter not having been inferted
in'the treaty of peace, he faid, he could not advance any
thing, not-having yet feen the treaty; but he conceived
the declarations of the Emprefs in her notification to be
equally binding. The freedom of the navigation of that
river he could not think as {lightly of as fome gentlemen
had wifhed the Houfe to confider it; to him it appeared to
be of much future importance. Poland, fince her revolu-
tion, was likely 1> become a power of no inconfiderable
confequence; her commerce was likely to be extended,
and the Porte might confider it advantageous to form an
alliance with her; the fervice of the free navigation of that
river would then be no longer doubted. Referring again
to the interference of this country, he faid, it was not.
taken up for.the purpofe of merely interfering in the war,
but for the purpofe of preventing the ruin of Turkey, and
the confequent injury of an ally. )

It had been afked, whether we were bound by treaty fo
to have affifted Pruflia? He would admit we were not;
neither was Pruffia bound to affift us by treaty in prevent-
ing Holland from falling under the attempt of France—
the principle in both cafes was the fame, it was a mutual
and honourable attention to the interefts of each other.
He faid, it was the duty of His Majefty’s Minifters to
watch with a jealous eye every change in the affairs of the
contiﬁent, and to attend to the maintenance of the balance
of power, which, though it might not accord with the
opinions' of many of the prefent times, would be found,
he had no hefitation to declare, an attention founded both
in policy and in juftice; which policy, had it been adopted,
-would have prevented the long and bloody wars in the
time of King William and Queen Anne. He thanked
God, the prefent times were not favourable to wars of
_ambition and conqueft, they were now reprobated through-
out Europe, but in England, above all other countries, it
was right they fhould be reprobated, for *on peace our
greatnefs as a nation depended — the.interelts of the coun-

try refted on permanent peace Let ntlemen therefore
VOL.oXX){e ge
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confider what has been gained by the interference of Admi-
niftration; let them look to what, was the ftate of Europe
in 1799, and what the probable future increafe of wars,
before the interference of Pruffia and England, and then
let:them compare the fmall expence of obtaining the peace
of Eujope with the great increafe of our revenue, occa-
fioned ‘by that peace. He trufted, that when gentlemen
examined into the fubje®, they would find that His Ma-
jefty’s Minifters had ated neither as impolitic nor as bad
men; but that what they had originally propofed was
light; that what they had obtained was confiderable; and
that they would have gained ftill more, had the fame con-
fidence given to the Minifter on that fide of the Houfe,
been given to him alfo from the other.

Mr. PYBUS faid, that he had laft year oppofed the feries of
propofitions that came from thc other fide of the Houfe, re-
fpe&ing the Ruflian armament, becaufe then there were no do-
cuments before them on which to frame a right judgement.—
"The papers on the table afforded the fulleft information nece(-
fary, and he was happy to come to a fair and full difcuffion.

He had then diftinétly ftated, that his opinion of the Minif-
ter's merits, though high, was not the grounds of his vote.
Though the very ftriking proofs of integrity, and ability,
which his right honourable friend had given in the tranfa@ion

“ with Holland, allowed the moft fanguine hopes of his good
conduét in future, yet he had not ufed this argument for con-
fiding in him, becaufe he was furnifhed with a more general
one, namely, that it was the true fpirit of the conftitution.

He thought that if ever an occafion arofe, when it was ne-
ceffary for England to interfere, it was at that particular time.
She was almoft without a continental ally, till a fortunate
combination of circumftances led her to 2 conneétion with
Pruffia.

But he thould not enter upon the advantages refulting from
this alliance, fince it would be only to fet his own inferiority
in contraft with the very fplendid talents of his hortourable friend
who preceded him ; but one topic he had lcft untouched ; he
meant the naval importance, that would accrue to Ruffia from
the acquifition of Qczakow. At prefent the marine foree of
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the Emprefs was inconfiderable, becaufe balanced by that of
Turkey ; but if fhe once extended her conquefts fo far as to
get pofleflion of Conftantinople, it would be too little to fay,
that fthe would rival England, fhe would in a fhort time become
the moft formidable naval power in the univerfe.

Mr. J. T. STANLLY faid, he fhould not trouble the
Houfe with many words, as he had on a former occafion de-
livered his opinion at fome length, concerning the fubje& of
the prefent debate. More convinced than formerly of the
propricty of our interference, to prevent the overthrow of
Turkey, he fhould give a decided vote againft the refolutions,
which had becn moved; but he owed, however, his thanks to
thofe gentlemen, who had brought forward the prefent difcuf-
fion. It was neceflary, that the merits or faults of a negocia-
tion, during the courfc of which the nation had been expofed
to the chance of a war, thould be canvaffed ; it was ufeful,
that a queftion fo important, as whether it was prudent for
England to let the Turkifh Empire be fubdued, fhould be
examined.

M. Stanley faid he was of opinion that the interefts of this
country would be very ferioufly affefted if the Emprefs of
Ruflia cver carried her defigns into execution. 'What thefe
tdefigns were, muft be obvious to every thinking man. If fhe
lthould fucceed in gaining poffeflion of Conftantinople, he en-
treated gentlemen to confider what confequences would necef-
farily enfue. All thofe provinces bordering the Mediterranean,
mow under the power of Turkey, would fall under her do-
inion, and, would England have no caufe for apprehen-
ion, when the refources which thofe rich countries (parti-
larly Egypt,) offered to enterprize and ambition, were
rought into adtivity? Mr. J. T. Stanley faid, he forefaw
ow ferious caufes for alarm, he forefaw fuch new routes
ould bé opencd to commerce, fuch emporiums of trade
ould be formed, not only on the Coafts of the Mecditerra-,
an, but on thofe of the Red Sea, where every temptation
uld be held out to bold and fpeculative adventurers, that
ch of that tide of wealth, now flowing from all quarters,
o this happy land, would be diverted into othef channels.
e believed our profperity fo firmly founded, fo folidly fe-
» that its continuance muft be for ages; but perhaps we
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were on the eve of feeing it transferred far away from us;
the confequences were beyond calculation if fuch a revolution
in trade and commerce as muft take place if ever Turkey
and Egypt fall into the hands of a fovereign like the Emprefs
of Ruffia. ‘Thinking in this manner, Mr. Stanley faid, that
he muft confider Oczakow, as a place of great importance;
by its ceffion to Ruffia, no means were now left of counter-
aQing any of thofe defigns, againft which it fo much behoved
us to be on our guard. Nothing could well be undertaken
againft Turkey,” fo long as it remained a fort to protet its
frontier; at leaft, that could endanger Conftantinople. And
the months which muft have paffed before it could have been
taken, would have given both time to the Porte and to her
allies to take meafures for their defence. He lamented, that
the public opinion of this country had been fo prejudiced as ta
force the Minifter to abandon his firft intention of obliging
Ruffia to give up Oczakow, but he could not difapprove of
the Minifter’s condu& in fo doing, He confefled it would
have given him fatisfaltion had more information been given
tothe Houfe, when its affiftance was firft afked to enable His
Majefty to fit out an armament. And when he gave his con-
fidence to the Minifter he did believe fome treaties (which
it would haye becn unfafe to allude to,) had exifted between
this country and the Porte; he had been much difappointed in
learning there "had been none; but notwithftanding, he did
not repent having given his confidence to the Minifter, and he
fhould ever feel inclined to give him a confiderable degree of
it, while he obferved that refpe was paid to the opinions of
the public.—As it was his with that public opinion thould al-
ways be the chief rule for the condu& of a Minifter of this
country.

Sir JAMES MURRAY faid he fhould only fpeak to one
point—the extenfion of the naval power of Ruffia ; this was in
his opinion, a matter to which this country ought to turn its
attention. 'The armament was wifely fet on foot forthat pur-
pofe, and had fo far obtained that end. He fubfcribed to all
that fell frgm the honourable Member who had fpoke early in
the debate, and who had ufed arguments in fo irrififtible 2
manner, and in fuch elegant language, that he would not fo
wmuch as attempt to repeat one of them, left he fhould disfigure
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them; he fhould, therefore, leavethem to make that deep im«
preflion which he was certain they had made on every unbiaffed
mind in the Houfe.

The Honourable SAINT ANDREW SAINT JOHN
fupported the motion. He entered into the views of Pruffia, and
the probable effeéts of our armament, had it been carried on.
He refuted the arguments of thofe who maintained there was
fufficient evidence on the table to form an opinion, and to pals
a vate of approbation of the Minifter in this meafure. He
maintained the juftice of the demands of the Emprefs, as ftated
in the documents on the table, for the expences which fhe had
been at in defending her rights.

Mr. GREY faid, he fhould diftinguifh the grounds on which
he fhould fupport the motion of his honourable friend. It was
not his intention to argue all the general propofitions which
had been laid down on the balance of power in Europe. The
points moft ftrenuoufly maintained in that refpeét, were fuch
as he never felt any difpofition to difpute, nor did he believe it
was the idea of any confiderable part of that Houfe to difpute
them. The firft part of the refolution embraced the confide-
ration of our armament, on the queftion of its obje& and ne-
ceflity, and when in difcuffing it, to the point that the arma-
ment was not in its probable effe&t conneed with the politi-
cal or the commercial intereft of this country. The commer-
cial intereft in the prefent debate had not been much noticed ;
but if it was true that our commercial intereft with Ruffia was
great, then it would follow inevitably that fome very extraor-
dinary reafons fhould be affigned for its being put into an ha-
zardous condition. Some very good reafons fhould be given
for difturbing the trade, if it fhould appear it was fuch as to
be greatly bencficial to this country, and by which we had
gained fo much, and our manufatures confiderably been pro-
moted. But he thould hear it faid, that the trade of this coun-
try with Ruffia, and the advantages of it, had been over-ftated,
and that it would appear by the books at the cuftom-houfe that
thofe ftatements were too high. - Upon this he was of opinion
that the obje@ion was unfounded, and that the books of the
cuftom-houfe were not conclufive upon that fubje&t, and that
no fair calculation could be made upon them. It was formerly
ftated that the whole of the exports of the woollen trade,'

3 .
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amounted to no more than 62,000l., whereas it appeared
that two manufacturers in a town in Yorkthire alone, export-
cd more than to the amount of 200,000l. Attempts had been
made to bring forward the antiquated and exploded fyftem of
the balance of our trade with Ruflia, appearing to be againft
us, when, in truth, we imported the bulky raw material in
fuch confiderable quantitics, as to employ the induftry of our
manufaélurers, whofe produ@ions are afterwards exported with
a confiderable profit. He confidered as ridiculous the fpecu-
lative talk of a trade to be opened with Poland, and the Lord
knows where :

¢ "Twas better far to bear the ills we have,
¢¢ Than fly to others that we know not of.”

The book to which the right honourable gentleman had al-
luded, (the Wealth of Naticns) when he opencd his budget,
contained, among other exccllent obfervations, a moft fatis-
faCtory explanation of the nature of trade. That valuable
work would affift the Houfc, when they wcre arguing upon
the balance of trade, and upon all its [peculative and probable
advantages ; and upon the views which it afforded, he would
fay, that the commerce of this country with Ruflia was of great
importance ; and though this trade was not deftroyed by the
armament, yet it was what had been a very injurious evil 5
ruch alarm and apprchenfion had been created by the meafure.
But e fhould not trouble the Houfe with any farther obfer-
vations on that pait of the fubje&, as’it had already been aban-
doticd by gentlemen on the other fide of the Houfe.

With refpe@ to the fubjeét of our political intereft, and the
manuer in which it was atf:fled by the armament, he thould
beg leave to call the attention of the Houfe.  He was not called
upon from the arguments of the gentlemen on the other fide,
to argue whether uny general acquifition to the ftrength of
Ruffia was fuch as required us to interfere, or whether the de-
ftruction of that power was a delirable objeé, but whether the
acquifition of Oczakow to Ruflia was of fucha nature as to be
dangcrous in any fgnfe to this country ! Much had been faid
with regard to the policy of prefeiving the general balance of
power, by the honourable gentleman who had fpoken in the
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courfe of this debate (Mr. Jenkinfon), and who had delivered
"his fentiments with fuch eloquence of manner and corre&nefs
of expreflion, that if a ftranger had come into that Houfe to
hcar him, he would not have readiiy fuppofed it was the firft
time of his fpeaking. But whatever ability he had difplayed
in the courfe of his fpeech, he had failed to produce conviétion
on his mind. On the gencral topic he would fay, that as we
were the lefs remote from danger, we ought to fhew ourfelves
the lefs {ufceptible of jealoufy, and the lefs ready to take alarm.
The maintenance of the balance of power was certainly a laud-
able obje&, when not purfued to too great an extent. That
it ought not to be profecuted too far, had been pointedly proved
by an expreflion that could ncver be forgotten. When the
power of France had not-been reduced to its prefent enervated
fituation, it had been faid by a right honousable gentleman in
a debate on the balance of power, ¢ that it wasa mockery and
“ an infult to the poor thatched cottager to talk to him of
¢ the balance of power.” T'hat Great Britain had purfued this
obje too far would not be denied, when it was confidered that
in her progrefs after it fhe had travelled as far as the banks of
the Black Sca.

In all debates on this fubje&, thofe who had fupported the
armament, had ftudioufly endeavourcd to lead the Houfe from
the main queftion, by recurring to the affair with Holland.
In that tranfa&ion oppofition had concurred with their fupport
and had not been backward in beftowing their applaufe, but
from that period the heads of thc Members of Adminiftration
had been turned, nay cven the Minifter himfelf could not with-
ftand the infe€tion. He had become elated in {uch a manner,
that it came into his head that he could parccl out kingdoms,
and condu& negociations with the fame eafe that he laid on

“taxes, or fupplied the want of arguments by the divifion of
majorities in that Houfe. His friends, and thofe that pre-
tended to be his friends, flattered him into that belicf. We
beard no more of that pacific fpirit inculcated, the language of
which is ufually accompanied with firmnefs, and in the end
produdtive of fubftantial profits and well-earncd applaufe. His
friends longed for war, in which he might diftinguith his ta-
lents in condulting the veffel of .the commonwealth through all
the thunderof cannon, with the fame cafe that he condu@ed it
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in the gentle tide of peace; may, he feemed to with for it him-
felf. He would appear fo have been as much affeGed as Don
Quixotte by the perul'dl of thé Books of Chivalry. Amufing
himfelf by curvenng in this Coutt—prancing in that—mena-
cing ber_e—-vauntmg there ; the laurels of his father faded in
his eyes—he out-Heroded Herod. An apportunity prefented
itfelf, and he was furprifed to find thatin all the ardour of mi-
litary renown, he did not fnatch it on the firft prefentation—
the Spanith affair.

After all his pompous pretenfions, after all his ‘ridiculous
menaces, he had in every inftance given up his obje&, or rather
had found none who would be at the trouble to contend with
him ; after having difgraced himfelf in all the Courts of Europe
by much gafconade and blufter, he had met in each nothing
but difcomifiture and difgrace. Indeed the happy fituation in
which this country had been placed, by various circumftances,
during the prefent Adminiftration, feemed to have had no
other tendency than to fhew the people of this country how
far they might afterwards be punifhed by Providence, by neg-
le&ing their duty, difregarding its bounty, and criminally con-
fiding in their heedlefs leaders. What had we adopted inour
political condué@ towards other States? Not that bold, candid,
and manly mode of behaviour, which our chara&er demandcd,
or which the peculiar cirqumftances of the political affairs of
Europe afforded us an opportunity of fhewing; but inftead of
it, we feemed to affe@ a fpecies of low intrigue and petty po-
licy, adopted by other Courts, which formerly we had always
been accuftomed to reprobate in the ftrongeft terms. We
feemed, in fome cafes, to imitate the prattice of the Court of
Louis the Fourteenth of France. We, like him, had difco-
vered of late a thirft for univerfal dominion, highly difgrace-
ful to our national charaéter. But above all, he hated that
fort of diftatorial interference in the affairs of other Courts,
without the fmalleft neceflity or caufe, except thole of our own
creating ; this condu& had rendered us odious in the eyes of
Europe. But the point to be debated was,  Whether the
ceffion of Oczakow to the Emprefs was fuch, as to affect the
interctt of this country, or prove dangerous to the balance of-
power in Europe #”*  The conceflion of fome of the gentlemen;
on the other fide, fettled this point; they had agreed on,gd
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themfelves, that neither of thefe confequences was to be ap-

' prehended, now that the point was given up ; and yet, at firft,
thefe were the grounds on which they afferted that the object
was well worth contending for. They involved themfelves
into ftrange contradi€tions and abfurdities ; they continually
defeated one obfervation, by infifting on the force of another,
which went to prove direétly the contrary. They faid Ocza-
kow was not worth going to war about, butit was worth the
rifk of fitting out a fleet. Worth fitting out a flect, but not
worth a war! Could he, as opponent of thofe mgifures, want
any farther conceffion for this purpofe? But he had ftill ftronger
proof of the impropriety of the condu& of Minifters, from the
firft authority, and that was from the right honourable gentle-
man himfelf ! By his own evidence, the whole of Adminiftra-
tion would appear to def¥rve cenfure.  If the poffetlion of Oc-
zakow by the Emprefs was dangerous to the balance of power,
which he had infifted, there was a proof we had abandoned it
to that danger ; for Oczakew was, afterall, ceded to the Em-
prefs ! This point was fo plain, that he confeffed he could not
argue on it any longer. The alternative was no better for the
Minifter ; for if Oczakow was not worth our contention, why
then did we contend for it ? The truth, indeed, was, that there
was no propricty in any part of our bchaviour in this cafe ;
nor was there any juftice in the war againft the Emprefs 1 fhe
was unjuftly attacked by the Turks, and yet we pretended to
juitify our interference againft her in the conteft.

He would only fay he withed, that when gentlemen laid
down principles, they would either defend them by argument,
or abandon them ; particularly when there was an inftance in
which we were concerned in a cale fomething fimilar to that
of the Emprefs ; for what was our condu& in the Eaft Indies
with regard to Tippoo Sultan ? Did we not openly and avow=
edly fay, that becaufe he had attacked one of our allies, we
muft revenge the infult; and yet when the Emprefs is moft
unjuftly attacked we defert thefe principles with regard to her,
and declare not only that the fhall not proceed upon the very

. fame principles that we a& upon, but that it is highly inexpe-
dient the fhould be fuffered fo to do. This argument indeed
he did not rely upon much, it was ta be confidered rather

as an argument ad hominem, than in any other light; an
Vor. XX XI. Y ghts and
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and here he fhould leave it, by calling on gentlemen who thaught
fit to adopt thefe principles, to refle® on their inconfiften~
cy. But the Emprefs, it feems, had poffeffion of the Crimea.
What if fhe had ; was it taken lately by her? No; and be it
remembered that on this very occafion, when this country was
called on to interfere, it refufed all interference; and if fo,
now it muft be too late to talk of the danger of it, or to dif-
pute her original title, for the fame mode of argument might
be applicﬂ' to our own dominions.—In Jamaica, for inftance,
fuppofe there was an attack made upon us,  would we be wil-
ling to hear from any power pretending to mediate for us,
that our pofleffion of that ifland was obtained by violence? He
would _go farther, for he would fay that we had guaranteed the
Crimea to the Emprefs, and we had no right now to make any
objection to her property in that quarter. As to what he had
faid on a former occafion, refpecting the right of a nation going
to war, he wifhed that he might neither be mifreprefented nor
mifunderftood. What he had faid on that occafion he would
repeat on this. A nation had, in his opinion, three points on
which it could reafonably go to war.—An attack on itfelf or
its ally — to recover a right withheld —and laftly, to prevent
danger. ‘This, however, was not to be determined on loofe
or vague apprehenfions of danger; but on a clear appearance
and rational apprehenfion of danger, fo that mifchief would
almoft feem inevitable from neglet. Such was not the cafe
here, nor any thing like it ; in fhort there was no appearance
of any fuch cafe. But the manner in which attempts had been
made to find apologies for the conduct of Minifters on this ar-
mament, were more curious ftill than any thing he had yet
ftated. It had been ftated, not in that Houfe, for he believed
that no Member of it would fubje& himfelf to the ridicule
which would attend the abfurdity, but it had been ftated in
other places, that our territories in India were in danger from
the fuccefs of the Emprefs againft the Turks, that the Great
Mogul would fit out fhips to go down the Ganges, and to pro-
ceed to Bengal, to make an attack en our territoiies. It is
thus hiftory, geography, and 3ll the principles of common
fenfe and common obfervation were violated for the purpofe
of finding, or feeming to find, fome pretext for this ufelefs
aymament,
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In order to blacken the charaéter of Ruffia farther, fhe had -
been accufed of fomenting difturbances in Egypt. But was
there any proof of the truth of this accufation }—~No. The
Houfe, therefore, could.not proceed to’ give judgement on a
queftion where no information at all had been produced. He
left the Houfe to reflet on the pitiful attempts that were made
to defend the Minifters, and to refle alfo on the caufe that

- needed fuch a defence.

Great Britain and Pruffia, with all their refources, had been
humiliated, and Ruffia had pointed out to herfclf a line of
conduct which fhe had invariably purfued.

He then came to the fecond refolution. He could hardly
fay any thing upon this, becaufe it was felf-evident, and he
hoped that his honourable friends had been completely fuccefs-
ful on that fubjeét— But by way of compenfation to us for our {
trouble and expence in this armament, it feemed that the Em-
prefs had given us the navigation of the Dniefter.—What was
gained by this ?—Nothing.—It was well known to be the line
of demarkation, a thing which of courfe is open to all powers
in the time of peace, and the right honourable gentleman would
hardly fay we fhould have this freedom in time of war.—This
was therefore gaining nothing.—Nor could we boaft of our
having obtained the freedom of the Black Sea for the Turks.

The next obfervation that appeared to be moft material was
that of the Minifter having defifted from his original plan in
this meafure, not from his own convition, but from the
opinion of the people; but before he proceeded on that point
he muft by the way take a view of the bad effe& of this hafty
meafure. It not only occafioned a temporary {tagnation to our
commerce, but operated to the diftrefs of the moft valuable
members of our community. Hesmuft allow that until better
means be found out, the praice of imprefling feamen muft be
entrufted to the care of the exeeutive power, but it was doubly
culpable in Minifters to purfue unneceﬂ'aglly a feheme which
called thefe ufeful and laborious perfoms Gut of thefe occupa-
tions, in which they were employed, fo much to the benefit of
our commerce. It feemed to be a piece of wanton and capri-
cious cruelty that they fhould be torn from their fantilies, with«
out having any opportunity afforded them to render.themfelves
ufeful to the ftste, This was the way to make themy unhappy

Ss3
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“and Mifcontented with their condition ; a circumftance whiclf 2
wife or a humane Minifter would be equally folicitous from mo-
tives of policy or of feeling to prevent.

., He then took a view of the ftrange condué of our court, not
only towards the Emprefs, whom it was unwife in us to irri-
tate, but alfo to the Turks, to whom we had proffered our al-
liance: Our conduét in firft entering into this meafure was
urmeceffary and wanton: its outfet had been marked by no-
thing but arrogance and injuftice; and its conclufion by no-
thing but pufillanimity and meannefs. The Emprefs had a
right to the recompence fhe fought ; had a right to retain Oc-
zakow, and did retain it, and laugh at our haughty preten-
fions and ridiculous menaces. Thofe allies, the Turks, whomn
we pretended to fupport, but afterwards betrayed} had given
he higheft proof of their abhorrence and contempt of our con-
du@&. He knew not whether he fhould be blamed or ridiculed
for what he had donc, but he had taken all the pains he was
able to procure the beft information on the fubje&, and he had
obtained a copy of the Grand Vizier’s anfwer to Sir Robert
Ainflie, our Ambaffador at Conftantinople, which he fhould
read to the Houfe—of which.the following is the fubftance :

¢ The Grand Signior wars for himfelf, and for himfelf
“ makes peace—he cantruft his own flaves, fervantsand fub-
¢ je€ts—he knows their faith, has experichced their virtue,
¢ and can rely upon their fidelity. A virtue long fince banith-
¢¢ ed your corner of Europe. Ifall other Chriftians tell truth,
‘¢ no reliance is to be had on England, fhe buys and fells all
 mankind. The Ottomans have no connetion with your
‘¢ King, nor your country—we never fought for your advice,
“ your interference or friendthip; we have no Minifter, no
“ agency, no correfpondence with you ; for what reafon of-
¢« fer ye then to mediate for us with Ruffia? why feek ye to
¢¢ ferve an empire of Infidels, as ye call us Muflelmen? we
‘¢ want not your friendfhip, aid, or mediation. Your Vizier,
* of whom you fpeak fo highly, muft have fome projeét of
¢¢ deception in view, fome oppreflive fcheme to amufe your na-
¢ tion whom we are told are credulous, fervile, and adorers
% only of money. Avarice, if we are well informed, is your
“ chief chara@erifticeyou would fell and buy your Gode—
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Money is your Deity—and al} things is commere with
your Miniftry, with your nation.—Come ye then to fell us
to Ruffia? No, let us bargain for ourfelves: When fate
has fpun out the thread of our good fortune we muft yield;
what has been decreed by God and the Prophet of men muft
and will come to pafs. 'We Ottomans know no finefle.—
Duplicity and cunning are your Chriftian morals. Weare
not afhamed to be honeft, down-right, plain and faithfulin
our State maxims. If we fail in war, we fubmit to the
will of Hcaven, decreed from the beginning. We have
long lived in fplendor the firft power on earth, and we glory
having triumphed for ages over Chriftian infidelity and de-
pravity, mixed with all forts of vice and hypocrify—We
adore the God of Nature and believe in Mahomet—You
neither believe in the God you pretend to worthip, nor in
his Son, whom you call both your God and your Prophet.
What reliance can there be upon fo facrilegious a race?
Truth you banifh, as you do virtue, from all your conduét
and aQtions with each other—read the catalogue of the com-
plaints, manifefioes, declarations and remonftrances of all
the Chriftian Kings, Monarchs and Emperors, who have
lived and warred with each other—you find them all equally
blafphemous, equally perfidious, equally cruel, equally un-
juit and faithlefs to their engagements.—eDid the Turk ever

¢ forfeit his promife, word, or honour? Never! Didever 2

Chriftian power keep an engagement but while it fuited his

¢ own avarice or ambition? No! How then do you think we

are to truft you, a nation at this moment, if told truth,
ruled by a perfidious adminiftration, without one grain of
virtue to guide the machine of State? The Grand Signior
has no public intercourfe with your Couzt—he wants none—
he wifhes for none. If you wifh to remain here either as a
fpy, or, asyou term yourfclf, an Ambaffador for your Court,
you may live with thofe of other Chriftian nations, while
you demean yourfelf with propriety, but we want neither
your aid by fea or land, nor your council or mediation. I
have no order to thank you for your offer, becaufe it is by

the Divan deemed officious; nor have I*any command to

thank you for the offer of your Naval affiftance, becaufe it
is what the Porte never dreamed of admitting into our feas.
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¢ What you have to do with Ruffia we neither know or care,
¢ our concerns with that Court we mean to finith as fuits our-
¢ felves, and the maxims of our laws and ftate policy. If
¢ you are not the moft profligate Chriftian nation, as you are’
¢ charged to be, you are undoubtedly the boldeft in prefump-
* tion and effrontery, in offering to bring fuch a Power as
¢ Ruffia to terms ; fuch as you and fome other trivial Chrifti-
¢ ans united fancy yourfelves equal to command—we know
¢ better, and therefore this effrontery of yours amounts rather
 to audacity, and to an imbecile di&ation, which muft
¢ render your councils at home mean and contemptible, and
“ your advice abroad unworthy of wifdom, or attention from
¢ any Power, much lefs the regard of the Porte, which onall
¢ occafions wherein its Minifters had liftened to you, have ex-
¢ perienced evil, either in your defigns or in your ignorance—
¢ His Sublime Highnefs cannot be too much upon his guard
‘¢ againft the attempts and prefumption of a nation fo perfi-
“ dious to the interefts of its fubjects (or colonifts)—but it is
¢ the ufual way of Chriftian Princes to fcll and cede over their
¢ fubje&s to each other for money. Every peace made amongft
¢ you, as we are well informed, is made favourable to the
¢ King that beft bribes. The Ottoman Miniftry have too long
¢ and too often given ear to European Councils, and as often
¢ as theyfodid, they either@vere betrayed, fold, or deceived—
¢ away then with your interference for the Porte with Ruflia.’

< It has been your aim to embroil all mankind, and there-
¢¢ after to profit by your perfidly. We afk not, want not,
¢ nor defire your Commerce, becaufe our Merchants have
« been facrificed to your double dealings—you have no religion
“ but gain——avarice is your only God, and the Chriftian faith
¢ you profefs but a mafk for your hypocrify—we will hear ne
¢ more from you—therefore you are commanded to make no
¢ reply.”

Such were the fentiments of the Grand Vizier on our con-
du&, and fuch was the contempt to which that pitiful intri-
guing fpirit, to which Minifters gave the name of policy, ex-
pofed us. He thought he had now ftated tolerable reafons for
the fupport of the motion. But if any thing farther was want-
ing, be would maintain, that the armament had been conti-
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nued when the circumftances of the cafe rendered that continua
ance no longer neceffary.—It would be faid, perhaps, that the
continuance of it prevented Ruffia from renewing her claims.
Did it }=—No—but if fhe had renewed them, it would have
been infinitely bettge {o have commenced a freth armament.—
The dates in this point were material ; prefs-warrants were
iffued on the 31it of Maf'.‘rch ; the Duke of Leeds being thwarted
in the Cabinct, refigned on the 21ft of April, by which time
it was very generally believed that the meafure had been given
up.—The armament, therefore, from that period was not only
not difcontinued, butabfolutely begun.

And again, the time in which the fleet was to fail, being
July, it wastoo latein the fcafon for it to affet Ruffia. Thus
fuppofing us to be right in the adoption of the meafure, the
purpofe of it would have been defeated by the mode in which
it was carried on,  As to the exifting circumftances, of which
the Chancellor of the Exchequer talked fo much, he owned he
did not comprehend them ; but he knew tull well that d.fec-
tive as the ififormation was from the papers on the table, there
was ground for blame, but not fo much as he was confident
would appear if every thing in this negociation was laid before
the Houfe. Fle could not help contrafting the expreffion of
the Minifter, that he fhould give no more information, unlefs
there was already- caufe for cenfure, with another expreflion
in the fame fentence that they could not judge of the whole
cafe without better information ; this was, as his honourable
friend had fo properly defcribed, ¢ drawing the majority through
¢ the dirt and mire.”’

He recurred to the general charge which had been made on
that fide of the Houfe, oppofing the meafures of Government.
He obferved that thofe who were called the oppofition in that
Houfe did nothing but their duty, and it would be well if Ad-
miniftration, inftead of thus calling for confidence, and per-
petually betraying it, would do theirs. The confidence to
which he alluded had been ftated to be neceffary, it had been
affirmed, that there was no public' ftation in which there was
po confidence to be repofed. It was true, foldiers fthould con-
fide, as had been faid, in their General, and fervants in their
mafter ; but he hoped that thefe cafes bore no fatirical allufion
to the majority of that Houfe. A reafonable degree of confi~
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dence he felt himfelf ready to allow, and where the Minifter
had deferved it he had received it from even the oppofition of
that Houfe ; if he afked for more than he was entitled to, the

fault was hisown ; and it was natural enough that he was dif-
pleafed to find himfelf fufpeted :

“ Let the gall'd jade wince, our withers are unwrung.”

He obferved, that there fhould be an explanation of this bufi-
gefs, that fomething muft be done or the Public will not be
fatisfied. There muft be either a vote to condemn or approve,
Would the Minifter’s friends come forward with a vote of ap-
probation? No! they dare not. They fheltered themfelves
under the general negative—{atisfied that they would be able ta
efcape a vote of cenfure. He felthimfclf, by his duty to his
conitituents, whofe interefts were not to be facrificed without
fome reafon, bound to adopt the motion of his honourable
friend.

Mr. GRANT began with declaring that he had #ot been
able to colle&t with fufficient precifion whether they were to
difagree or not as to the firft part of the refolution, which in-
valved in it no particular principles, and fell far fhort of the
principles laid down and infifted on in the dcbates on the fame
. fubje& laft fefion. They had then heard it afferted that they
had no right to interfere, that Ruffia was an independant
power, and had a right to judge for herfelf and act accord-
ingly. This pofition was furely pufhed to a degrec of extra-
vagance, for it went to the length of maintaining that no con-
fideration of the danger of the balance of power being expofed,
hould weigh with Parliament in this cafe, for agreeing to this
armament. ‘Thefe arguments need not be oppofed, for they
were given up; and now the queftion was narrowed in fome
degree, and comprefled into fomething like a fizeable point.
It was ¢ Whether, in this particular inftance Gevernment
¢ did right in entering, under all the circumftances, into this
* garmament?” In the confideration of this point, it appear~
ed to him that there was rcafon in the meafure adopted by the
Minifter. It was a material thing, in hisopinion, for the in-
tereft of this country, that Ruffia thould not gain a2 maritime,
afcepdancy. Every thing that was great and valuable mightbe
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affe@ed by it. As to the value of Oczakow, that point had
beeri unfairly treated.—Gentlemen on the other fide of the
Houfe argued from what they called the admiffion of their
opponents, and had charged them with maintaining ridiculous
inconfiftency. That at onc time they regarded Oczakow as
a very valuable acquifition, and at another as a place of no va-
lue whatever. The truth was they did no fuch thing ; they
fet a value on it as they would on any thing elfe ; they confi-
dered the place of fome value, but they never undertook pre-
cifely to ftate what the amount was of that value. Its real va-
lue was more likely to be found between the two extremes,
than to be really either the one or the other. In order to af-
certain that it was not altogether infignificant, he called the
attention of the Houfe to the firft terms propofed by the Em-
prefs, as the ultimate conditions on which fhe would grant
prace to the Porte, among the foremott of which was, a pro-
pofition to form the provinces of Beflarabia, Moldavia, and -
‘Wallachia, into an independant kingdom, to be put under
the Government of a Chriftian Prince. The facility with
which fhe abandoned her firft propofition, with regard to the
formation of the provinces of Beffarabia, Moldavia, and Wal-
lachia, into an indcpendant kingdom, but the fleadinefs, with
which the Emprefs infifted -on keeping Oczakow, afforded,
he faid, a clear proof that however barren the diftnd, or in-
fignificant the place, flic decmed it of great importance to her
political yiews, Being therefore a place of fome value, it fol-
lowed as 3 matter of courfe, that it was worth making fome
reafonable effort for it. Nor was there any contradiéiion in
faying, that although this pluce was worth making an effort,
it was not worth a war. And in faying it was not worth a
war, it muft be taken with an cexplanation, that it was not
" worth a war under all the circumftances with which the war
might be attenjled. And here it was obfervable, that if we
proceeded to a war it might be a doubtful war, and there
might be diffenfions and eternal divifions upon it. Thefe
were circumftances, the confideration of which ought to make
a Minifter cautious how he aGted.—There was another confi-
deration in this cafe. The intereft of Pruffia was to be attend-
ed to; and it was not fufficient to fay that Pruffia had aGually

loft nothing in this conteft, ?i: was not even attacked, for it
t
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was very poffible that the fituation of Pruifia might bz mate-
rially altered, from the alteration of the ftate of its neighbours;
for the ftate of all the European powers was relative, and
was to be confidered as they ftood, in regard and with refer-
ence to each other. As to ‘the real value of Oczakow, he
thought that the better way to eftimate the worth of it to the
contending partics would be, to refle¢t on the manner in which
they had contended for it, for they muft be allowed to know
fomething of the matter.

As to the queftion of policy, he obferved it could not al-
ways, in the affairs of ftate, be e{timntcd‘by the acual vzlie
of the thing contendcd for, but by things to which it might
lead. More depended on the care to avert diftant danger than
was generally imagined, and it frequently happencd from not
Jooking farther than the prefint, the foundation of confquen-
ces infinitely mifchicvous to the dearcft interefts of a ftate was
laid, as it were, imperceptibly at the moment. IHe initanced
the alliance which Oliver Cromwell entered into with France,
and which had fince been confidered by moft politicians as ex-
tremely unwife and impolitic, although its mifchicfs were
not forefeen at the time it took place; but it was in confe-
quence of that alliance, that many years after thofc wars be-
gan, which coft this country and all Europe, fo much blood,
and fo much treafure. e alluded to the wars occafioned by
the ambitious views of Lewis the Fourteenth. By the alliance
Cromwell had entered into with France, he gave France a pre-
dominating balance in the fcale of European powers, and funk
that of Spain below it proper degree. Having at that time
overturned the balance, it colt immenfe armies, and immenfe
fums, to reftore it to a due equipoifc, in the reigns of King
William and Queen Anne. He was reminded likewife of the
hiftory of Philip of Macedon and the Athenians, and particu-
larly his famous letter to them, in which he exprefled his fen-
timents of juftice and moderation, and in which he gave alfur-
ances of his good difpofition to the liberty of Greece; but fo-
licited fome fmall towns, which the Athenians granted; many
of them faying they were fo ebfcure, and of fo little value to
them, that they did not know even of their names.—¢¢ True,
*¢ faid Demofthenes afterwards, you did not know the names
¢ of thefc fmall towns, but they were keys to provinces, to
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“«¢ which Philip will find his way, and endanger your liber-
s¢ ty.”—Philip paffed from town to town, and from province
to province, until at laft he had the dominion of all Greece.
So in this the Emprefs might profefs moderation, and add
fortrefs to fortrefs, until fhe became fole miftrefs of the Me-
diterrancan, and Egypt. At the fame time he could fee dif-
tinélly, that important as Oczakow might be, it might not
be worth a war, under the peculiar circumftarces with which
a war mufl have been cairied on againft Ruflia. With regard
to the right honourable gentleman having put the country to
the expence of an armament purpofely to keep Oczakow out
of the hands of Ruffia, and neverthelefs having given it up,
that was by no means a matter that might not be amply jufti-
ficd. Many points had been again and again given up by ne-
gociators, not only after armaments had been fet on foot, but
after battles had been fought and vi@ories adtually obtained.
Inftances might be quoted in almoft every reign, and from
cvery page of hiftory, wherein objeéts had been relinquifhed,
that were deemed of great importance at firft, and to obtain
which, great national expence had been incurred. To refer
only to the reign of Queen Elizabeth, that Princefs, in the
reign of Henry I1. of France, infifted on regaining Calais,
fhe armed, went to war, but concluded her negociation for
peace, without obtaining Calais. She next made terms with
the Huguenots, and promifed them protection, on their de-
livering up Havre, which fhe thought might help her to
Calais; fhe afterwards abandoned them, when they made
terms with the King of France. Yet would any body fay
that the Minifters of Elizabeth did not a& wifely in attempt-
ing to recover Calais? They certainly did, but they aban-
.doned it when they found the objeét more Jdifficult to obtain
than they had at firft imagined it would prove. So it might
be faid with regard to our efforts to regain Oczakow ; to a
certain point it was proper to perfift, but circumftances alter-
ed the cafe. It had been faid, however, by an honourable
gentleman, if the Minifter thought his opinion right, and he
Was obliged to change it, he ought to have refigned his place.
If the Minifter's opinion had been over-ruled in the Cabinet,
by the opinion of another Minifter, it would have been mag-
Ranimevus to have refigned his office. Undoubtedly it would ;
Ttz
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nay, it would not perhaps have been honourable, but the re-
verfe, for him to have held it afterwards ; but the cafe was
furely different, where the Minifter did not yield to the fupe-
rior and predominating opinion of any other Minifter, but to
the opinions of the majority of the people of England, which,
in fo important a point as commencing a war, ought always
to be attended to. He defended the keeping up the armament,
after the Minifter had changed his opinion, by obferving, that
although the Emprefs had declared three years ago, that let her
fuccefles be what they would, fhe would not encreale her de-
mands, yet as we then peremptorily refufed to accede to thofe
terms, we had no manner of right to claim them afterwards,
but fhe might fairly fay, ¢ No, they were terms I would have
¢¢ granted then ; when I offered them, you would not accept
¢ them, I am not bound to grant them now.” In anfwer to
what gentlemen had thrown out in reproach of the Minifter,
for hig fondnefs for armaments, he faid, he had never heard
but of one armament, that had been at all queftioned, or
found fault with, viz. the lat. The Dutch armament had
met with the exprefs approbation of the other fide of the
Houfe, and fo had the Spanith armament. With regard to
the paper purporting to be a memorial delivered from the
Vizier to Sir Robert Ainilie, at Conftantinople, that paper,
even if authentic, related to a mediation, not to a negocia«
tion, and was, however harfh and fevere, no fatire on the
prefent Mimtfters in particular, but might juft as well apply
to the gentlemen on the other fide, who were in all poffibility
as good chriftians, as the Members of the prefent adminiftra-

-tion. He expreffed a hope that the Houfe would that night
fhew, that it was their opinion, that Minifters had acted
rightly, with declaring that he fhould vote againft the Mo-
tion, from a conviftion, that Minifters had done the beft they
could, under the circumftances of the cafe.

Mr. WYNDHAM faid, it was a pleafure to follow the
honourable gentleman, notwithftanding his great ability, be-
caufe he put the queftion on ground on which it could be fairly
met, A fallacy, however, had flipt into his argument, the
dete@ion of which would be an anfwer to the greateft part of
it. He fuppofed the propofition moved to'be put in the ex;’
treme, which was not the true ftate of it. - They whomwai

A :
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and they who fupported it, were not bound to adopt & more
broad ftatement than was neccffary ; and to what extent they
did ftate it, the propofition itfelf fufficiently explained. It
was neither ftated in the propofition, or the arguments in fup-
port of it, that Oczakow was of the higheft degree of import-
ance, nor that it was of no importance at all, but only that it
was not of fufficient importance to juftify the hazard of a war,
and that by thofe who feemed to think it of the moft importance
it had been afterwards abandoned. The examples of Crom-
well fupporting the defigus of Louis XIV., and of the Athe-
nians negle@ing to counteraé thofe of Philip, would have been
applicable, hadit been maintained that we were never to guard
againft any diflant danger. The queftion was not on the ge-
neral propofition, but on the degree of diftant danger which
it wes fit to oppofe, at the rifk of incurring the calamities of
war.

Was that to which we had been expofed fuch a danger ? This
was the true queftion, and he thought thc anfwer was clearly
a negative. 'We had jull concluded a convention with Spain,
which we were told not only fettled all exifting diffcrences,
but took away the grounds of future difpute. France, our
ancient rival, was in a fituation which, more than at any
other period, freed us from apprehenfion on heraccount. In
the midft of all this apparent fecurity, a war was carrying on
in the moft remote part of Europe ; fo remote, and fo little
interefling, that many of the people of this country did not
even know of it ; and while thofe who did, were looking on
as unconcerned {pe&ators, the fcene was fhifted, as by the
fignal of the prompter’s whiftle, and fhewed the ftage full of
armed men ; and they were told, that the fituation they had
been contemplating, might immediately be their own. De fe

JSabula narratur. Nor was it the diftance alone ; the intereft
and the danger were at leaft as remote as the place ? for which
of our pofleflions, or what branch of our commerce was ever
relatively copcerned in the events of that war? The neceflity
of interference, in the cafe of any foreign power, depended
much on the proximity of place, and our own pofitive and im-
mediate intereft. With regard to the theatre of the war, it
was, in point of local diftance, the very fpot the moft remote
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from us that could poflibly be found on the globe. 1f it were
moved towards the weft, it would be nearer to us and our in-
terefts. If moved more to the eaft, it would approach the In-
dies where our territories were. It was the very phyfical dif-
tance, and it might be termed the very moral diftance, as no
one interelt of ours was connc@ed with it. In the affair in
Holland, the cafe was different. There we had an immediatc
pofitive intereft, that required our interfercnce. In the war
between Ruflia and the Porte we had no intcreft whatever,
unlefs we had cftablifhed it as fit for us to a& always in poli-
tics on that maxim, which was o excellent in refpet to hu-
manity,

Homo fum, humani nihil a me alienum puto.

\
For our interference there was nothing to alledge but the ba-
lance of power; and this was a pretext fo extenfive, that it
applied to every thing. On the balance of power we were
called on ta interfere, for reafons, as it was faid, that could
not then be explained.  The State cabinet was now unlocked,
and never did any cabinet difplay a2 more beggarly account of
empty boxes. Nothing appeared but the fame remote caufe,
the fame undefined balance of power.  An honourable gentle-
man, who fpoke carly in the debate, and who, it was to be
hoped, for the information of the Houfe, would fpeak often,
had very ably ftated a chain of caufes and effeéts, by which the
fuccefs of Ruffia might affe® our interefts. But what were
thefe but a chain of probabilities, many depending on circum-
ftances, and many on the lives and difpofitions of fovereigns,
any link of which broken deftroyed the whole. Surely this
could be no adequate caufe of war, more efpecially ata period
when almoft every Court of Europe was producing fuch changes
as mocked all political fpeculation. ‘Thofe who defended the
condu& of Minifters, argued as if they had fucceeded in their
obje&, while the fa was dire@ly the reverfe. Their obje&t
was almoft a political nothing, and that nothifig they had’
failed to obtain. They had not even the plea of a great aim
and a glorious failure. They had aimed at trifling objedts,’
and their fuccefs was ftill more diminutive. It reminded one
of the account of an invalid, who could fwallow mathing, and
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even that would not ftay upon his ftomach! Or to exprefs it
more claffically, -

¢ Nil habuit Codrus, attamen infelix ille,
¢ Perdidit totum nil I”

When they faid that Ruffia would not have kept her word if we
had difmiffed our armament, or rather never cquipped it, they
were bound to give fome proof of that affertion. It would bea
moft fingular rule in politics, that the moment any two pow-
ers agreed on terms was the moment for both to arm, to pre-
vent a brzach of the agrecement.  The Minifter was not blamed
for having yielded to the public opinion, but for huving put
himfelf into fuch a fituation as that he could ncither proceed
without lofs, nor rctreat without difgrace. The boifterous
tones which he had at firft affumed, and for which he afterwards
fubftituted the moft humiliating conceflions, refembled a fud-
den guft which terminated in fobs and fighs. The papers on
the table, furnithed no one reafon why, inftead of fending out
prefs warrants, we fhould not have fent our determination to
the Ruffian Ambaflador in Harley ftreet.—If there was any
perfon who fought for explanations from thefe papers, they
muft look to cabaliftic annotations, or fome mode of decypher-
ing ; they certainly were not vifible to common-place under-
ftandings. Much had been faid of the honour which had been
gained by Miniftry in the late negociation ; he withed that the
claim had been locally afcertained. It was certainly not in
Ruffia, in Sweden, or with our new allies, the Turks, that
we had gained this credit. Nor did he want the rcfcript of the
Turkith Minifter to inform him, that the country had been
difgraced, that we had incurred the contempt of our enemies,
and the execration of our allies. He was not fo much the
enemy of the right honourable gentleman, as to wifth him the
honours which he would experience on a public entry into the
capital of the Ottoman empire. That our armament was de-
fpifed in Ruffia was evident, fince it had not extorted a fingle
conceflion ; and that the caufes of it were infufficient in the
eyes of other powers, .appeared from the alarm it had excited
in France, the oftenfible caufe being abfurd, the fecret caufe
was naturally fufpeted.
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For this caufe, we had dragged our feamen by force from
their employments, a fubje& to which he trufted the Houfe
would turn its attention, and find a proper remedy ; for the
moade of prefling, ncceffary as it was, till a fubflitute could be
found, had the charadter both #s a defpotic and a barbarous .
Government. If it was atked, what temptations Minifters
bad to a& wrong, he was not bound to tell, although many
could be affigned, fuch as the pride of diftating to contending
Potentates, und paititioning ftates and provinces. The quef-
tion, if it applicd to any charge of mifcondud, would apply
o cvery one, which was obvioully abfurd.

He called upen thofc who had refufed to oxercife their moft
valuablz funflion of prevention, to excrdif that of rigerous
waniry into a meafure which had coft perhiaps half a million
of the public money, at a tine, too, when they were felling
e very torals of the people for money by a lottery.  If this
expence had been unneceffarily incurred, the Minifler was not
entitled to their confidence ; if they refufed to inquire into it,
they were not eatitled to the confidence of their conflituents.

Mr. SHERIDAN faid, that nothing fhould have induced
fim at {o latcan hour totrefpafs on the almoft exhaufied pati-
ence of the Houfe, but his aflenifhiment 2t the contemptuous
filence of the Minilter, that conliftency of infult, that climax
of haughtinefs, with which he had treated the Houfe, and
now rcfufed to anfwer on the day of his trial.  He had for-
gerly told them, that when the day of difcuffion came, he
wauld affign the reafons for his condu@. The day of difcuf-
fion was comne, and he was filent. If he thought himfclf fuf-
ficiently defended by thofe who had undertaken to plead his
caufe he was much deceived; for he had involved himfelf in
fuch a labyrinth of difficultics, as had not a path that did not
lead to difgrace. If he had any defence to make, it was a fe-
cret locked up in his own breaft, neither communicated to his
friends, norimparted to his colleagues. Every fucceeding de-
fender confuted the defender thathad gone before him.

If they had afked how they fhould plead his caufe, he could
. nottell. If they maintained that Oczakow was of no confe~
guence, they could not anfwer his expofing the country to the
hazard of war on account of it; if they maintained that it was
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-A confcquence to juttify an armament, they eould not anfwer
his giving it up. Y'they faid that he yielded to the opinion of
the Houfe, they muft be told that the majority of the Houfe
was with him; if they faid, that he yielded to the opmxon of
the Public, the opinion of the Public was againft his arming.
On neither fide could he efcape. If he was wrong in his
principle, he ought to be difgraced ; if he was right, he ought
to be impeached forabandoning it. If, indeed, Ruffia, com-
manding a numerous and hardy race of fubjeéts, poflefling
great extent of territory, without difunion, and accumulation
of power without unwieldinefs, were to take poffeffion of Con-
ftantinople, to occupy the Euxine, the Hamoaze and ‘Cat-
water, with her fleets, where no European eye could fee or ¢x-
amine their force till they poured into the Mediterranean, then
he would admit that her power might be dangerous to this
country; but before he admitted that we were to arm to pre-
vent this danger, the thﬁcr fhould prove that it was proba-
ble; and if he did this he muft ftand convi€ted of a greatcrime
in abandoning an objet of fo much importance, without lay-
ing fuch information before Parliament, as would enable Par-
liament to compare the probability of the danger with the
praéticability of preventmg it. An honourable gentleman,
whofe more than promifc¥of great abilities men of all parties
muft have rejoiced to hear, had execrated the impolicy of the
Minifters of Charlesthe Second, in notoppofing the early am-
bition of Louis XIV. If one fide of the Minifter’s defence
was well founded, he might live to execrate his impolicy in
negleting to oppofe the ambition of Ruflia, after equipping
an armament for the purpofe. If his own majority forgave
him, the minority readily might.- To thelatter he had bowed
as the organs of the public voice; to the former, he faid, in
deeds more forcible than words, ¢ I know what ftuff my ma-
f¢ jority is made of, and how little its voice can be called the
¢ voice of the Public.” It was common for him to change
his principles, to come forward with propofitions on com-~
smerce, fortifications and armaments, with ¢¢ unlefs thefe are
¢¢ adopted I cannot be ufeful as a Minifter. I cannot be ac-
* countable for the defence of the country, I cannot anfwer-
¢¢ for the balance of Europe.’’—And the moment thwure
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séjelied or abandoned, to congratulate the Houfe on thie prof-*-
p'eﬁtjof commerce, the fecurity-of the m&n, and the favour-
able fituation of the European Powers. Thefe were charges
which he muft not be fuffered to put upon the Houfe. The

- minority would bind him to the principle they had oppofed,
and convi& him on it—he had almott faid the Majority, which
he thought they might, but hoped they would not be, that
they might not be miftaken for the former majority on the
fame fubje&.

The honourable gentleman, to whofe fpecch he before al-
lnded, had found it neceffary, in explaining hisfyftem, to take
into the account the reftoration of France, in order to provide
us with a proper enemy. If fomething, he had faid, like the
old Government thould be reftored in France, we {hould then
have all the ambition, treachery, and chicane to deal with, of
which he formerly complained. If a free Government fhould
be eftablithed, we fhould then have a neighbouring power
lefs likely, indeed, to be at war withus, but much more for-
midable whenever war fhould occur. How then ought we to
prepare ourfelves for meeting the energy and vigour which a
free Government might give to France? How but by fortify-
ing our conflitution, by recalling it to its true principles, and
banifhing frem it this proud referve in Minifters, which dif-
dained to give information, and this unmeaning confidence in
Parliament, which could vote money without it. Inftead of
this we were adviled to take up the vices which France was
throwing away ; we muft meddle and interfere in the affairs of
other powers ; we muft have Holland for our ally, and Pruffia
to protet Holland; that Auftria may not attack Pruffia, we
muft excite the Turks againft Auftria; and to enable the Turks
to defend themfelves againft Ruffia, we muft get Sweden to
make war on Ruflia;—however far we went on, fomething
more was flill wanting. Like the earth, fupported by an
eagle, the cagle by an elephant, the elephant by a tortoife, &c.
A fupport was always wanted for the latt fupporter. Al this
we had done; and what had we got by.it i—difgrace, contempt,
and reprobation.

He would advife the honourable gentleman who traced out
thi.ﬁ‘!&cm, to abjure it in time, as neither according with the
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lifh conftitution, nor the Englith chara&er. Double deal-
ing might be of fervice to defpotic Governments ; it might
ferve a defpotic Minifter, and perhaps be of temporary fervice
to a country ; but the occafioral advantage was more than ten
times overbalanced by the mifchiefs it brought with it. The
mere clerks of defpotifin, in this refpet, would be an over-
match for the Legiflators of a free State. The chara&er of
our conftitution was manly, frank, and undifguifed, He
loved to fee the Minifter affimilate his chara&er to that of the
conftitution. He would love in it thofe qualitics which he
himfelf poffefled ; every fympathy of his nature would difpofe
him to reverence and to cherith them ; and purfuing oftenfible
objeéts by dire& and honourable means, he would tower, by
the natural cnergy of candor and wifdom, above the miferable
props of chicane and cunning. If, inftead of this, a Minifter
fhould aflimilate the chara&er of the conflitution to his own,
his progrefs might be towering indeed in lofty mifery, but it
would be bottomed in thallow craft.

The honourable gentleman, whofe fpeech he had more than
once quoted, had unguardedly, in the courfe of his fpeech,
talked of the want ol good fuith of the Emperor. Such lan-
guage, when {pcaking of crowned heads, was always impro-
per, becaufe-generally unwife, and frequently dangerous.—
How did the honourable gentleman know, that we might not
foon have occafion to court the Emperor, as we had lately
courted the Emprefs, of whofe breach of faith, a few months
fince, that Houfe and the country rung again, though now we
had changed our minds fo much, that her bare word was con-
fidered by usas a fufficient fecurity for engagements of the
moft ferious and important nature.

He now came, he faid, to the papers. He referred to the
memorable fpeech of a worthy magiftrate, Mr. Brook Wat-
fon, whofe eloquence was eafily remembered, as it was never
flippant and unemphatic. He had called on the Houfe to turn
their eyes from the S. W. of America tothe N. E. of Europe,
as the true deftination of the armament then preparing. The
right honourable gentleman thought proper to deny this account
given of the deftination of the fleet, and Parliament had been
peftered with it in a double fenfe. He fhould, from the pa-

Uua



34 °. PARLIAMENTA®KY A. vy,

" péts, fuppofe that they had in truth been treacherous even te
Ruffia, and he quoted a paffage, to flvew that they held adouble
language to that Court, and preténded to follow up and a&
upon its fyftem, while in reality they were offering to Ruffia
their good offices, evidently to get themfelves out of the dilemma
in which they were involved. They prayed only for the free
navigation of the Dniefter as an adouciffement. This was the

"term made ufe of as a fweetener, or as a fimilar term had been
once called, a dulcifior, to fatisfy the people. The Emprefs,
with a vein of farcalm, granted them the fweetener, but by
making them parties, and, as it were, allies in her new fyftem
of armed neutrality ; for fhe made it a ftipulation that they
fhould go to the Porte, and demand the fame on their part.—
‘The entry of the Grand Vizier (M. Pitt) into the Divan, ac-
companied by the Reis Effendi near him, (Mr. Dundas) muft
have been a very curious fpetacle !

He thanked his honourable friend for the thonght——What
fort of reception, and what fort of dialogue, muft have taken
place | —Well, they muft have afked him, What glorious
terms have you procured with your grand fleet ? Have you
humbled Ruffia? Does fhe tremble at your power? Does fhe
crouch? Have you burnt her fleets for us? Have you demo-
lithed Peterfburgh ?——A melancholy No muft have been the
anfwer to all thefe interrogatories. What! does fhe not re-
pent that the provoked you ? But have you made her give up
Oczakow ? that your Sovereign has pledged himfelf for! No,
nione of all this. Inftead of telling them to be tranquil in their
minds, inftead of afluring them that the pigeon of Mahomet
might perch in fafety,- and no longer fear that the eagle of
Ruflia would pounce upon the harmlefs vi®im—they muft fay,
No, none of all this. But we have engaged that if you do
not comply with every tittle that fhe demands of you before we
prefumed to interfere, we fhall abandon you to all the confe-
quences of war.

He challenged the right honourable gentleman with continu-
ing-the arimament not to produce acquiefcence in his demand,
but it had its continuance in a deeper caufe—from that proud
obftinate fpirit that would not confefs its error. It was kept
up, and all the violence of imprefling continued, to prefervea
haughty appearancesof chara&er for himfelf, when he had fa-
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fcrificed the dignity of his Royal Mafter, and the fleet of Eng-
land was made to ride in affeted pomp, but in truth a dif-
graceful array at Spithead, exhibiting in novel manceuvres the
zig-zag type of his own crooked condu&. He then fpoke of
the confidence which had been the topic of difcuffion, and he
laid it down as an invariable maxim in the conftitution, that no
money fhould be called for, and taken out of the pockets of
the people, without ftating the pofitive ufe to which it was to
be applicd.

Mr. DUNDAS faid the honourable gentleman had, in very
harfh and very unaccountable language, accufed his right ho-
nourable fiiend for not having thought it neceffary as yet to
rife, and fay any thing in anfwer to the obfervations that had
been thrownout. He would give him a very explicit anfwer ;
if he wifhed that his right honourable friend fhould rife ; the
right honourable gentleman oppofite (Mr. Fox) fhould have
come forward, and have given his friend to know the full
amount of the charges that lay againft him, that he might have
entercd fuirly and fully into his defunce.  If the honourable
gentleman had arranged the matter in this way, faid Mr.
Dundas, he would have faved himf{clf and me the trouble of
fpeaking.—For thc houourable gentleman, however, I am
glad that he has fpoken—he has difcharged all that monftrous
quantity of bile from his ftomach, which otherways muft have
given him an uneafy night. I confefs, I have nothing new to
fay on the fubje@—I do not know the real fentiments of gen-
tlemen on the other fide of the Houfe. Do they think, that it
is for the intereft of this country to preferve the political equi-
librium of Europe? At one time I have been inclined to think
they admit, and at another that they deny, the do&rine of a
balance. One gentleman has faid, that undoubtedly it is the
invariable policy of England to maintain the balance ; another
admits the do&rine generally, but confinesit in a very limited
way ;—and talks of contingencies—of circumftances—and of
fituations—by which it is to be tried and determined. I al-
fert, that it is the invariable policy of Great Britain—that we
muft ever a& upon the principle—and that we muft not fhrink
from the duty, but muft a& upon it, even if its effeés thould
not appear in the fame age. This was the principle upon
which we did a& in thisinftance. The bafis of our fyftem was
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haid at ‘the time of the rwo!utlon of Hollapd. At that txme,‘_
when to recover and favean ally, we entered intoa treaty with °
Priffia; the ground was Jaid dnd the principle adopted, on
which this very meafure with regard to Ruffia was to be tried
and defended. Then we engaged undoubtedly to do that for
our new ally, which, in that inftance, fhe did for us. We
embraced the fyftem, and immediately after we had occafion to
aQuponit. An alliance of a truly alarming kind was formed
between Auftria and Ruffia—formed after a perfonal interview
of the two Sovereigns at Cherfon. The alliance of two pow-
ers fo formidable, which had for its objeét their mutual ag-
grandizement by the overthrow of the Ottoman Porte in Eu
rope, could not be viewed with indifference by our ally, nor
wasit indifferent to ourfelves. Surely it would not be faid, that
the exiftence of the Ottoman Power in Europe was not an ob-
je€t of importance to the maritime ftates of Europe.—France
had always viewed the exiftence of their power as of the ut-
moft confequence; and furely to our ally this meditated ruin
was of the utmoft importance. The fafety of Pruffia demanded
that thefc formidable powers fhould not acquire an acceffion of
territory.  To ourfelves it was almoft equally important; for
we furely could not fee Ruffia take poffeflion of the Black Sea,
and ereé herfclf into maritime confequence in the Mediterra-
nean, without alarm.. Here the right honourable gentleman
recalled to the memory of the Houfe what he called the un-
grateful return which Ruffia had made to England for having
in truth created her marine. We had manned her fleets—had
led them from the Baltic to the - Mediterranean—and the gal-
lantry of an Englifhman, Licutenant Dugdale, had achieved
the famous conqueft which crufhed the naval power of the
Turks. Inreturnfor all this, when Great Britain was involved
in war with all the world, Ruflia had become our motft infidi-
our enemy, and had led the van in an a& of hoftility the moft
marked. He defired to know, after this proof of indifpofition
towards us, what right we had to expe the friendfhip of Ruffia,
if her power fhould become formidable by fea? Let it be recol-
le@ed that the iflands of the Archipelago were the fineft nur-
fery for feamen in the world ; 'and he owned he fhould fear for
- our pofleflionsin India, if Ruffia were miftrefs of thofe iflands ;
of Egypt and the Red Sea.—That Oczakow wasa great obje&,
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thofe who knew the interefts of Ruffia and the Porte beft made
no hefitation in declaring.—Lord Malmfbury, whofe authority
would not be flighted, had pofitively declared that it was of
great importance to the Porte, for by it they were able to over-
look .what Ruffia was doing in that quarter.—She could not
fort an equipment without bcing obferved.—It was the watch
tower of the Black Sea.—It was afked why go on with the ar-
mament }—Why becaufe it was their intention to ufeit. Then
why recede ?—Honeftly, becaufe they found their ideas on the
fubjeét had excited a great divifion of fentiment'in the country ;
adivifion known to the Emprefs—a divifion which would have
made it very difficult to go on—and which if they had gone on,
would have given confidence to the Emprefs.  So that though
they might have had but one campaign, the would have known
that at the beginning of the next feffion, the great party in the
country, who wercagainft the war, would have objected to the
fupplies.—For thisreafon they gave up the point. There had
been many detached obfervations to which he could not reply
at fo late an hour. A paper had been read by an honourable
gentleman, purporting to be a manifefto—a memorial—or
fomething.—Certainly no fuch paper had ever come to Go-
vernment from Sir Robert Ainflic—and he believed it had not
travelled fo far as Conftantinople.—The ftale queftion of con-
fidence had again been refumed—he thought it had been
finally fcouted, as they certainly demanded no blind confidence.
He concluded with obje&ing to the motion.

Mr. GREY in explanation faid, the paper that he had pro-
duced, he really believed to have come from Conftantinople,
and to be authentic, but he could not ftri&kly vouch for its au-
thenticity. He did affure the Houfe, that he would never know-
in%s{' produce to them a paper that was a fabrication.

r. FOX rofe and faid, there was fomething extraordinary
in the manner in which the right honourable gentleman had
fo pointedly called upon him .to fate his fentiments; that zl-
though one Member of Parliament had no right whatever to
impoft fuch a tafk on another, yet that after the right honour-
able gentleman had called on him in fo new a manner, he had
made it impoffible for him not to deliver his opthion upon the
fubje@; before he did fo, however, he fubmitted it to the
Houfe as a matter for their confideration, whether at that ex-
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treme late hour, they would with him to proceed, or whether
it might not be generally deemed more’ convenient to adjourn
the debate? Mr. Fox declared he was perfely ready to go on
then, if the Houfe thought proper.

Mr. Chancellzr PITT faid, thaton a fubje&t fo perfonally
interefting to himfelf, asa charge of the importance of that
urged againft him, on the other fide of the Houfe, it muft na-
turally be imagined, that he was extremely anxious to hear the
whole that could be advanced againft him, in order that he
might ftate fuch arguments, as led him to conceive, that there
was no real foundation for any part of the accufation, and that
when he fhould have done fo, he fhould neceffarily be not the
lefs anxious, to know the fenfe of the Houfe on the fubje&;
he therefore could give no opinion upon the fuggeftion of an
adjournment, but miift leave it entirely to the Houfe itfelf; he
was perfely ready to continue the debate, and to hear what
the right honourable gentleman had to ftate, in additional evi-
dence of a charge, which that right honourable gentleman’s
honourable friend had, halfan hour ago, becn pleafed to declare
had been fully and completely proved already. With regard
to the idea of an adjournment, the Houfe would confult its
own convenience.

Mr. FOX faid, he ftood exally in the predicament of the
right honourable gentleman. He was ready to go on, if the
Houfe thought proper, or willing to adjourn, if they required
it, for their convenience. W.ith regard to the remark of the
right honourable gentleman, ‘that he wifhed to hear what he
had to fay in additional evidence of a charge, which an honour-
able friend of his had half an hourago pronouncedto have been
fully proved already, he faid, hehad nothing toadd, but agreed
entircly with his honourable friend, that the charge had been
fully and completcly proved, and nothing like a defence fet up.
The pointed manner, however, in which the right honourable.
gentleman oppofite to him (Mr. Dundas) had called upon him,
made it impoffible for him not to ftate his fentiments on the quel-
tion before the Houfe.

Mr. M, A. TAYLGR faid, he was really quite exhaufted,
and when the'late hour was confidered, and it was recollected
that he, in common with other gentlemen, had been in the
Houfe by twelve in the forenoon, in the Hall till near five,
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,;.éd in the Houfe ever fince, he conceived the Houfe ought to
adjourn. Hemoved the queftion of adjournment accordingly.

Which was feconded and put.

Sir JAMES JOHNSTONE faid, they ought to confider

’ that the Minifter wason histrial, and they were his jury ; they
ought therefore to a&t like confcjentious jurors, and not fcpa-
rate before they had heard all the evidence, and the defence, and
given their verdiét,

Mr. GREY reminded the Houfe, that there were fome gen-
tleman, who as Managers of the trial of Mr. Haftings, had
been in the Hall all day, and muft be there again by twelve
this day. He appealed therefore to their feclings, whether it
would not be better to adjourn ?

Mr. RYDER faid, there certainly was fomething of welght
in the honourable gentleman’s obfervation. He therefore would
not oppofe the quettion of adjournment.

Mr. DUNDAS faid, the Houfe fhould alfo recolle@, that
the Speaker likewife had been on his duty in the Hall all the
forenoon, and in the Chair eyer fince, and that he muit do the
fame this day.

M:. Chancellor PITT fuid, beforc they came to the quef-
tion, if the Houfe thould agree to adjourn, he hoped it would
be underiloed on all hands, that the dcbate would be refumed
to-morrow as he was extreracly anxious to have the fubject fully
difcufled, and therefore, if the Houfe did agree to adjourn, he
would move to putoff the ballot for an ele@ion Committee, that
ftood for to-morrow till Iriday.

The ballot was put off accordingly.

"T’he Houfe adjourncd,

Thurfday, 1t March,

Mr. THOMPSON gave notice, that having feen a pam-
pllet, called the Trial of George Rofe, Efg. a Member of
that Houfe, containing feveral grofs charges againft perfons
high in office, he would bring forward a motion on that fub~
ject on Friday fe’nnight.

Mr. FRANCIS moved the order of the day, but gave
way to

Vor. XXXI. Xx
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Mr. MARTIN, who faid, he was extremely glad that tht w-
debate had not been prefled on the preceding evening, when
fome Members were dead afleep, others half 'famifhed, and
exhaufted for want of food, and others were riotous from hav-
ing ate and drank too much, but that it had been adjourned to
that evening, when they might coolly and difpaffionately dif-
cufs abufinefs of fuch ferious importance. Mr. Martin com-
plained of the pratice that prevailed of late, of fix or feven
of the firft fpeakers on each fide of the Houfe rifing and hold-

" ing arguments of an hour each, by which monopoly of debate,
plain men, like himfelf, who wifhed to occupy a few minutes
of the time of the Houfe, and were defirous of ftanding well
with their conftituents and the Public, by letting them know
the fentiments they delivered in that Houfe, werc prevented
from having an opportunity of giving their opinions. Mr.
Martin fai, he had always been againft the Rutfian bufinefs,
becaufe he did not underitand voting away the moncy of his
conftituents on an uncertainty. In private life, and in public
bufinefs, wherever an over great degrec of fecrecy was affelled,
be was always apt to fulpc& much treachery and fraud, and
thercfore hedifliked fecrecy. Hedeclared he had much rather
vote with the right honourable gentleman, than againft him,
as he was no party man ; but as he had heard no good reafon
given for withholding the papers, he fhould certainly vote for
the motion of the honourable gentleman who opened the de-
bate the preceding evening, unlefs, before the queftion was put,
a fuflicient reafon was afigned.

Some Members under the gallery thenvery irregularly call-
ed upon Mr. Fox, but they were controlled by the Speaker,
who perfifted in naming, and pointing to

Mr. FRANCIS, who faid, that it had been his intention,
if an opportunity had offered on the preceding day, as it was
flill, to have fubmitted his thoughts to the Houfe, in fup-
port of the motions propofed by Mr. Whitbread ; that he had
formed his cpinion by a careful examination of the pa-
pers on the table, and no man, he thought, who attend-
;d the laﬁ debate, could be much furpnfed at his declar~
jng ‘that the opinion he brought with him had been
powerfully fortified and confirmed by gvery Ehmg that paﬂ'ed
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“on that occafion. 1f, neverthelefs, it fhould eventually hap-

pen, that the expeCtation, which the friends of the Minifter
profefs to eatertain, fhould be realifed; if their hopes
fhould be.accomplifhed ; if the right honourable gentleman
fhould meet the queftions fairly, if he fhould anfwer them
diftiaclly, and, in a plain intelligible way, remove the
enormous weight of difficulties and objections, with which
his condu@ has been loaded ; in fhort, if, before the clofe
of this difcuflion, he fhould acquit himfelf fubftantially
of all blame, which at prefent I deem to be little lefs than a
moral impoffibiliry, then, Sir, I defire it to be underftood,
that T hold myfelf at liberty not only to withdraw my fup-
port from the motion of cenfure, not only to give my vote
for his acquittal, but to add to that vote a diret and exprefs
tribute of admiration, for the moft exaited effort of human
ability that T am capable of conceiving ; for fomething more
than human, for a power of eloquence approaching to magic
and fafcination. But I muft tell the right honourable gentle-
man, that this fuccefs and honour is not to be obtained by
artifice. He muft abandon all crooked lines and circuits,
and march dire¢tly up to his obje€t. The anfwers I expect
from him muft be ftri& andin point. The explanations he
gives us ought to be fpecific. The language of the right
honourable gentleman, on this occafion of all others, fhould
be frank, plain, and popular, adapted to the nature of the
{ubjed, a plain, popular intereft ; and fuited to the capacity
of thofe who are concerned in it, the people of this kingdom.
It is poffible to perplex, but impoffible to convincey them by
foundiag circumlocutions or pompous declamations. In
their namne, as well as my own, I proteft againft the ufe of
logical diftinGtions ; all refinement of abftract reafoning 3
all intricate inference from doubtful premifes; all idea of
pofitive obligation to be derived from fpeculative fyflems;
all tricks and fyllogifms, that catch the mind in falfe or un-
intelligible conclufions.

The papers on the table have, mdeed, fuffered fome llghts
to appear, and fome difcoveries to efcape, which I believe
were not intended, But as to the explanitions, which we

Xxa2
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‘had reafon to expec, I arm they furnith none. They tell
us nothing but what in effe&® we knew before,—that our Go-
vernment had interfered in the quarrel between Ruflia and
the Porte; that we had armed to fupport our interpofition ;
that we had prefcribed peremptory conditions to one of the
parties ; that we had abandoned thofe terms, and that a
peace had been concluded, under His Majefty’s fuppofed me-
diation, including a dire& furr~nder and avowed facrifice of
every one of thofe pretended objects, for which the expence
and diftrefs of agreat naval armament had been impofed upon
this country. But, with what right or reafon we interfered;
what intereft induced us to rifque a war; what authority we
had to dictate; by what arguments we fupported, or on what
rational ground we retra&ed our interpofition, are queftions,
on which it would be in vain to look for information in any
of the documents communicated to this Houfe. We fee no-
thing but the refult of an unfuccefsful negociation; neither
how it was condufted, ner why it was defeated. When [
allude to founding circumlocutions and pompous declama-
tions, believe me, Sir, [ do not mean to extend that charac-
ter to a fpeech, which we heard laft night, from an honour-
able gentleman ¥, who fpoke for the firft time. Without
pretenfions myfelf to qualifications of this kind, at no
time perhaps within my reach, and now too late to be ac-
quired, I am not {o unread in the learning of former ages, or
fo inattentive to the talents that diftinguifh our own, as not
to perccive that the honourable gentleman has chofen the’
beft models of autiquity for his imitation, and that, pro-
ceeding as he has begun, he may rival the moft eminent elo-
quefice of the prefent times.  His {peech appeared to me to
be a mafterpiece of workmanfhip, in which the labour fo
completely outvalued the materials, that no comparifon could
be made, no proportion could be obferved between them.
It looked like a beautiful piece of lace, of the fiitious value
of many pounds, wrought from a fkain of thread not worth
fixpence, The honourable gentleman, I think, accomphlhed

% Mr. Jenkinfon,
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every purpofe of eloquence, except one. He did net con-
vince, becaufe, without fubftantial truth and reafon, convic-
tion is not to be obtained. The Minifter himfelf muft fol-
Jow another courfe. Circumfcribed and contra&ed as the
rights and duties of this Houfe are now, ineffe&, by modern
do&rines and new principles, which, [ fee with regret, are
advancing and gaining ground upon us every day, we have
one undifputed function, however, left; oneright and duty,
which, though virtually abandoned in practice, has not yet
been contefted in terms : that, when the money of our con-
ftituents is taken from them, we are bound to inquire, and
have a right to be informed, for what national purpofe it
was demanded ; for what fpecific intereft of this kingdom it
was taken ; in what manner it has been applied; and what
precife benefit to the people has been obtained by it.  If this
privilege too fhould be denied or evaded ; if this duty, like
all the reft, fhould be fuffered to merge in the abyfs of con-
fidence, the Houfe of Commons will not only be ufelefs,
but a burden and a curfe to the country. 1f we are to fit
here for no purpofe but to regifier the edits of the Minifter
pretending to reprefent the volition or opinion of our con-
flituents, while in reality we abandon even our own, and
fheltering the operations of a defpotic Government under
the forms of a free one, the people had better fubmit at once
to the executive power, and fave themfelves at leaft from the
expence and delay of a formalitv, from which they derive
no benefit or prote@ion. The trade and commerce of the
kingdom have been diftrefled, the public creditor alarmed, and
all Europe kept in {ufpence, by military preparations, which
have ended in nothing. 1 call upon the Minifter to tell us,
why thefe things have been done. What general concern
had England, more than any other nation, in the queftion
between Ruffia and the Turks? What f{pecific intereft of
ours conld, by any poffibility, be affected by the ceffion or
teftitution of Oczakow ? If we had {uch an intereft, do that
now, which no perfon yet has done, fhew us plainly and
diftin&ly what it was. I afk the right honourable gentleman,
whether this was an Englifh or a Pruflian quarrel; and in
4



‘342 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1792.

whiut ‘rational fenfe it could even be material to Pruffia to
difpoffefs the Emprefs of a fort and a defert on the fhores of
the Black Sea ? Were we bound by obligation, or in honour ?
Tf there be fuch an article in the treaty with Pruffia, we may
lament the fa@, but I know we muft fubmit toit. The
public faith muft be preferved, Is there a pofitive provifion ?
None. Is there any thing that virtually comprehends the
cafe by inference or implication # Nothing. Will youallow
the executive power to bind you, not only by exprefs terms,
with foreign powers, but by dedutions of their own, and to
any amount? Will you permit the King's Minifters firft to
contra& for you to a definite extent, and under a plain pre-
cife limitation ; then to tell you that, in the fpirit of the en-
gagement, other objefls are included, other views are im-
plied ; and finally, to involve you in a complirated {yftem
of politics, againft which, if you thought of it at all, you
thought yourfelves fecured by the very treaty that plunges
you into it? Can the nation be fafe for a moment in a fo-
reign alliance, if the intent and meaning be not limited by
the terms ; if they, who a& for you, be at liberty, firft to
engage your faith by ftipulation to one thing, and thento
pledge your honour by conftrution to another ? But general
principles of policy are reforted to at laft. The fuppofed
intereft of Pruffia has been but little infifted on, and notat
all explained. Gentlemen have been reduced to call in the
balance of power in Europe to their afliftance. In this place,
Sir, I wifh I had ability to attra® the attention of the
Houfe, and tofix it, if poflible, on fome confiderations,
connefted with the fubjet in debate, and effential, in my
mind, to the future peace and fecurity of the kingdom. I
have lived to fee great changes in the government and policy
of ‘nations, in France, in Holland, in Poland, and America.
But I declare moft ferioufly, and moft folemnly, thatI have
feen no revolution among nations fo extraordinary as that
which has taken place, in my own time, in the temper and
chara&er of thisxcountry: The countenance that exprefled,
the features that diftinguifhed, the character of England, are
faded and effaced. We have now neither prejadices nor prin-
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ciples; nothing original, nothing of our own. Whenl firft
came into life, when, without experience or capacity to
judge, I had opportunity to obferve upon public tranfac-
tions, and national difpofitions, 1 do affirm, that the pre-
vailing principle, the fivourite language, notonly at Court,
but univerfally through the kingdom, was, to reprobite Ger-
man alliances and to withdraw from continental conneQie¢ns
of every kind.  This was the declared fyftem of the Govern-
ment at His Majefty’s acceffion, with an evident concurrence
of the country. The policy of the Cabinet takes the oppo-
fite direction, and the peoplefollow it. The very language,
which 1 now hold, which thirty years ago would have been
received with applnufe both by Courtand people, at this day,
for ought T know, may exp>fe me to the fury of the popu-
ace, and to have my houfe pulled down, asifI had declared
myfelf anenemy to Chuich and King. In the atual temper
and habits of the country, T fee nothing like an appropriated
fyftem. We flick to nothing. 'We are not properly a na-
tion of merchants, nor of fariers, nor of manufalurers, nor
of foldiers. A gcntlema;x faid yefterday, we were a nation of
ftock-jobbers. T fay we are a nation of three per cents, and
nothing elfe. The late King of Pruffia complained to all
Europe that he was deferted and facrificed by the peace of
1763, and that we had defrauded him of the fubfidy due to
him by treaty. Who was then at the head of the King’s
Councils ? The Earl of Bute. The ftation he held entitles
me to name the noble Lord. 'Who was then the prime advi-
fer, the intimate confidential Secretary of Lord Bute ? a no-
ble relation* of the honourable gentleman, whofe political opi-
nions at that time were as publicly known, as publication of
gvery fort could make them. Nor, among all the changes
we have feen, is it an inftance of converfion the leaft to be
admired, that the doctrines, we have lately heard, fhould have
been learned in that fchool, and that fuch a fiream fhould if-
fue from fuch a fountain. But, agreed;—let us furrender
pur underftanding for a moment, Let jt bg admitted in ar-

/ # Lord Haw-keibqq,
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gument, that the balance of power was in Janger, and could
no way be recovered or preferved, but by the reftitution of
Oeczakow. If that be true, the affair is over; for Ocza-
kow is not reftored. But [ defire to know why it was our
particular concern, how it came to be our fpecific intereft,
rather than that of the continental ftates of Europe, to fup-
port this imaginary balance! If the caufe be common, why
fhould we take the lead init ?  Why is this ifland for ever to
be the vi¢tim of continental politics? "T'he pofition, that fe-
parates, ought to fecure us. But fyftemsare created to coun-
tera& nature. Our fituation gives us no advantage. We are
infulated in vain, 1 would warn the country, if I could,
againft plunging, as we have done too often, into a labyrinth
of continental politics. The nature aud cficace of alabyrinth
is to be very eafy to enter, and very difficult to get out of.
it. Let us attend to our own affairs; and beware how we
follow thefe wandering fires, this Will with a wifp, that car-
ries us away, through bogs and quickfands, and, inftead of
landing us at our own door, abandons us at laft in fome foreign
defert, worn out and benighted, to find our way home again.
Still however it is affirmed, with unabating confidence, that
Great Britain was materially concerned in the recovery of
Oczakow for the Turks. If fome gentlemen are feeble in
evidence, I confels they are ftout enough in affertion. Beit
fo. It feems we had an intereft. Does it follow that we
had a right ? Does every intereft convey a right? Let us fee
upon what principle of reafon, juftice, or the law of nations,
we were intitled to interpofe; and how the right honourable
gent leman will ¢ Rablifh the right of ditating rerms of peuce
to two independent belligerent powers, with whofe ori-
ginal quarrel we had no concern. I lay the juftice of the war
out of the queftion, though I believe it to be univerfally ad-
mitted that, on the pait of the Emprefs, it was purely de-
fonfive. To my argument, it is perfedtly immaterial, whe-
ther the Turks were the aggreffors or not.  We had no ju-
1ifdi&ion, and qur judgement has not been appealed to. If
the contrary be true, let us hear it afferted, let us fee it made
gut. To fhelter the fa&, you muft eftablith your right to
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fay, asin pra&ice you have done, to the contending patties,
¢ Thus far I have permitted you to contend ; but now I in-
¢ terpofe. The events of the war fhall have no influence
¢ over the peace. You, who have fucceeded, fhall gain
¢ nothing by your fuccefs. The decifion of Providence is
 in your favour; but it fhall be my care to make it a’naked
¢ judgement, without cofts or damages ; no recompence or
¢ retribution for the blood youlLiave loft, or for the treafures
¢ you have wafted. You; who have failed, fhall fuffer no-
¢¢ thing by the war, but the calamities that belong to it,
¢ in common with your opponent. Return to the point
*-from which you departed. I am determined to replace you
¢ both in flatu quo.” Such a rule, T confefs, might be a
bleffing to mankind, if it were univerfally admitted and en~
forcede It would be fome reftraint to the madnefs of ambi-
tion, if Princes were effeually inftruéted by authority, as
they are in vain by experience, that conquetft is never to be
profitable; that the expences of victory are never to be re-
paid.  But unlefs the rule be made genéral, we have no right
+o the inftant ufe of it. It is partiality and ihjuftice, unlefs
it operates upon all. In parallel circumﬂances,’%would we
fubmit to it ourfelves? or have we a different meafure for the

.interefts of othersand ourown? You have hearda compa-

rifon ftated between Oczakow and Gibraltar, with refpect to
their importance, To make it applicable to the cafe, you
muft fuppofe that Gibraltar was of as much confequence to
the fecurity of Spain, as you pretend that Oczakow is to that
of the Turks; for no man, I think, will afirm, that Gib-
raltar is an outpoft of Great Britain; that our ifland would
not be fafe, that it would be open to invafion, if we loft the
poffeflion of that place. Such language might poflibly te
held by Spain. In her eye at leaft Gibraltar is an eye-fore.
By what right does England withheld it ? By conqueft, an.l
no other. The Minifters of Queen Anne, who made the
peace of Utrecht, infifted on Keeping Gibraltar and Minorca,
not as a bulwark and fecurity to England—in that view the
comparifon fails us—but as the juft and natural confequence
Vor. XXXI. Yv
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of fuccefs, the recompence of eur efforts, and fome retribu-
. tion of our expence, Why was the condu of the Tory Mi-
niftry in that tran{aion reprobated by the Whigs? Was it
becaufe they took an unreafonable advantage of the fituation
<of France; becaufe they demanded mors than they had a
right to? No, Sir. They were reproached with treachery
for not obtaining enough; for not infifting on terms propor-
tioned to the fucceffes of the wa*; and for relinquithing the fu-
perior advantages, which they might have obtained by ad-
hering to the alliance, and profecuting the war. Suppofe, at
that period, that an Emprefs of Rufkia had interpofed, and
threatened us with a declaration of war, if we refufed to re-
linquith our acquifitions, and to revert to a flatus quo. 1
call upon the right honourable gentleman to declare to this
Houfe, and to his country, whether, if he had been Minifter
of England, and entrufted with the conduct of the treaty of
Utrecht, he would haveyielded to that menace, and furrendered
Gibraltar. If he would, he is bound by his pratice to avow
it : if he would not, his principles are a contradition to his
pra®ice. On this point, I have authority, as well as prece-
dent, to appeal to; a refpectable, a powérful, I wifh it were a
_living authority ; a name, never to be mentioned by me with-
out refpeét, without an expreflion of even more than filial
reverence. On what principle did Lord Chatham condemn
the peace of 17632 Why did he folicit" fome friendly band te
depofit him on this floor, but to declare, as he did, that the
advantages of the peace were not adequate to the fucceffes of the
scar 2 On what principle did he confent to enter into a ne-
gociation, in the year 1761, with Monfieur Bufly ? Was it
on the ground of a flat«s guo? Would he have fuffered fuch
a preliminary to be ftated to him? No. [ afhrm, with
knowledge, that he would have rejeéted it with feorn. Tha
principle of that negociation was an uti poffi let's. We were
to keep all our conquefts, unlefs the contralting parties thould
agree upon exchanges for their mutual convenience. I' at-
tended thofe,conferences, The documents are in print. But
1 have other evidence, if poffible more in point, and drawn
from the fame authority. The anecdote | allude to is of a
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public nature, and muft appear in the records of theSécre-
tary of State’s office. 'When the Court of Spain interpofed,
and endeavoured to reduce us to terms advantageous to
France, what was the an{wer of Lord Chatham to the Spa-
nifh Ambaflador, I think it was the Condé de Fuentes &
I am fure of the fubftance; I could almoft an{wer for the
words: ¢ What, fhall the Court of Verfailles, the common
“ difturber of the peace of Europe, perpetually profit by her
¢¢ fuccefles, and keep her acquifitions ; but when the events
¢ of war have been againft her, isfhe to be reinftated with-
 out lofs ; is fhe to fuffer nothing from defeat?” Would
Lord Chatham have fubmitted to the haughty interference
of a neutral.power ? The fa& is before you. Is the principle
difputed ? is the authority infufficient? or is it in human ef-
frontery to avow, that you infift upon a general principle at
one moment, and refufe to abide by it at another?

Now, Sir, let us turn to the conclufion, and fee how it
correfponds with the outfet of this honourable tranfattion.
In the face of truth and treafon, let it be granted, that our
intereit and our right, as well as the importance of the ob-
ject, have been proved to demonftration. The right ho-
nourable gentleman would do well to confider, where that
conceilion leaves him ; and whether hq had not better refort
at once to the original folly of his condu&, fuppofed to be
corre€ted by better information or experiment, than perfift
in afferting that the intereft, which he has facrificed, was ef-
fential; that the right he has furrendered, was indifputable;
and that the conditions he has retralted, were of importance
{ufficient to juftify the armament, and fit to be fupported at
the hazard of a war. Inone way, hehas a chance of being
right. In the other, he pronounces his own condemnation,
Privileged as heis, he will not tell us, I prefume, that both
fides of the contradi&ion are true; that he a&ed wifely in
demanding, and vigoroufly in retralting; that to arm for a
certain objet, and to difarm without obtaining it, is an
equal proof of confummate wifdom, and of exalted refolu-

-tiop, Until adverfe propofitions, fuch_ as thefe, are made
Yy a



* PARLIAMENTARY A 1792

r, 1 muf continue to think as I have been taught,
that’, among nations as well as individuals, moderation is
the pledge and foundation of firmnefs; that infolénce and
arrogance generally lead to meannefs and fubmiffion ; and
-that he, who draws his {word without reafon, is very likely
to put it up again without honour, The tranfation, taken
together, is ridiculous, as well as odious. To fhelter us
from univerfal hatred, the right honourable gentleman
thinks it fufficient to make himfelf the fcorn of Europe.
Compare the opening, how pompous! with the canclufion,
bow contemptible ! The miferable vanity of a foolifh mu- -
fician, who alarms you with a grand, martial overture, with
drums, trumpets, and clarinets,—pride, pomp, and circum-
ftance—and ends it with a flat, infipid finalz, fome low, vul-
gar tune, performed upon a dulcimer and a bagpipe ?

For what rational purpofe has the right honourable gen-
tleman taken fuch pains to alienate and exafperate Ruffia?
What advantage has he gained by it in another quarter?
Has he conciliated the gratitude or friendfhip of the Turks?
What, by giving up every point, which we had declared to
be neceffary to their fecurity, which we knew they had moft
at heart ! A letter from the Vizier to our Ambaflador at

- Conftantinople was read yefterday. I believe it to be au-
thentic. 1f not, let it be contradi€ted. But a denial is not
fufficient. Give us fome dire& proof, out of the correfpond-
ance of Sir Robert Ainflie, that the Ottoman Porte isinfaét
fatisfied with qur condu&. For myfelf, I have no doubt
that the Turks are infinitely more exafperated, as in reafon
they pught to be, againft England t\h:m againft Ruffia.—
Avowed hoftility, compared with bafe profeffions, and
treacherous friendfhip, is hardly an obje& of refentment.
Why was the dignity of the Crown of Great Britain com-
mitted, if you were not pregared and determined to maintain
it} Why was it declared, in His Majefty’s name ¥, that zhe
moft juft and reafonable propofition appcared to be that of the fla-
tus quo &' ory if jt were fo, why did the Minifter engage His

* ysth June, 1790,
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Majefty’s honour afierwards, by mmﬁ poncurrence,
in the fupport of other terms, incompatibfe with thdt which
he had pronounced to be moft juft and reafonable? In the
courfe of another year, we relax gradually, and Pwer our
terms; but there we make our ftand : < the Court of London
5¢ cannot propofe any thing beyond thefe conditions to the Ot-
¢ toman Porte.” In lefs than a month, however, even
this ultimatum is abandoned; and then, when we have re-
linquifhed every point, which the Turks, relying on our
declared opinion, or profeffed friendfhip, had a right to ex-
pe&, with admirable ferenity we fay *, < If, contrary to all
¢¢ expellation, the Porte fhould be unwilling to yield to the
¢ advice and reprefentations of the allied Courts, &c. we
#¢ promife to abandon the termination of the war to the
¢ courfe of events,” that is, to leave the Tuiks to their fate.
Such folly and fuch perfily may have exifted in other times,
but never appeared till now under the hand and feal of a great
nation. "The whole tranfaction is of a piece. Can any mortal
mind conceive why Mr. Faulkener was fent to Peterfburgh ?
i pafs by the ufelefs, unneceflury expence of the appoint-
ment. What occafion was there for two Ambaffadors at
the fame Court, and on the fame fubje@? Let me entreat
the Houfe to look at this proceeding. As long as the right
honourable gentleman thought it neceflary to exa&, or fafe
to threaten, one Minifter was fufficient. While there was
fomething difficult to be negociated, or hazardous to be de-
clared, he was contented to rely on the abilities and firmnefs
of Mr. Whitworth. But, when he determined to fower his
tone, when nothing but conceffion was in qucﬁic’m, then, it
fecms, the bufinsfs could not be done without a reinforce-
ment of talents, without an infufion of perfonal fpirit, to fup-
port the negociation ; and this is the purpofe for which he,
chufes a man of diftinguifhed charalter to affift Mr. Whlt-
" worth. Now, Sir, it may be a vile, degrading office, but
it cannot be a difficult tafk, to yield every thing, and “fubmis
to any thing. Conceflion, on the face of it, implies no.great,

® 22d July, ip9:z.
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fclfsed, and the weight defcends of itfelf. But
the princrple of this miferable negociation has even infeted
the form of it. Compare the file and compoﬁtlon of our
papers with.thofe of Ruffia. How poor, dry, and infignifi-
cant are the documents on our fide !—Sometimes a ftately re-
ferve, or an obfcure threats Then a torrent of official phra-
fes, and general affurances about pacific difpofitions and pu-
rity of intentions ; without argument, digni'y; or precifion,
or the ray of a reafon for any thing. Mr. Whitworth and
Mr. Faulkener [ believe to be men of abilities, and am forry
to fee them fo wretchedly employed. So barren and im-
pra&icable is the fubje&t, that cultivation is thrown away
upon it; no human induftry can make it produétive. Not
fo the Emprefs of Ruffia. See with what vigourfheenters into
the debate, with what dignity and reafon fhe fupports it !
For inﬁ?nce ¢ Our Minilters declare * their readinefs, as the
“ laft refource, to propofe to the Ottoman Miniftiy to cede
¢ to Ruffia the diftri& of Oczakow in _full property and five-
¢ reignty,” with this curious provifo, that ber Majefly fhall
demolifh the forirefs and fhall not rcbuild it.  How fuch a limi-
tation can be reconciled to the terms of the ceffion, or in-
cluded in the grant of a full property and fovereignty, isa
myftery, which the underwritten Minifters have very pru-
dently left to fhift for itfelf, and to find its way, if it can,
into the human underftanling. You might as well pretend
to convey an eftate, in fee fimpl, and thzn tell the purchafer
that he muft not repair the Houfe, that he muft pull down
the mill, or demolifh the bridge. You may annex thefe con-
ditions to a gift, but it is nonfeufe to fay that you grant
an eftate in fee, Obferve the anfwer of the Emprefs;
w ably fhe argues the queftion; with what temper {he
g-namtams her pretenfions. ¢ That a reftri¢tion of this na-
ture would imply a contradi@ion of the principle of abfo-

B lute property and fovereignty ; that it is not equal, or re-
mprocal, fince the Turks are left at liberty to, preferve,

* 29th June, 1791.
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“ on their Bank, thelrancmnip ifeitis
¢ ones; and that the coﬁ'ﬁru&m;nf foprigtles i
‘ not indicate any intention of atuckmg, but is connected
¢ with meafures of precaution and defence, &c.” To thefe
unexpected arguments our Minifters fubmit without reply."
But it feems we have obtained the free navigation of the
Dneifter, for any perfons of any'nation, whofe curiofity may
lead them to vifit thofe countnes, and this grand conceflion
is fuppofed to be extorted from the Emprefs by the refpeftable
authority of Great Britain. "The Emprefs, I confefs, is ex-
tremely civil in her anfwer ; becaufe, in thisarticle, fhecon-
fiders it as her own intereft to comply. She takes care totell
us, ¢ that fhe will not difturb the navigation of the Dneifter,
¢ but, on the contrary, afford it all favour and protec-
¢ tion.” Why? ¢« becaufe, during her whole reign, fthe
% has a&ted upon an invariable principle of encouraging, by
¢¢ all poffible means, the commerce and navigation of neutral
¢ and friendly nations.”

I cannot conclude, Sir, without reminding this Houfe,
and the nation, that, while the Councils of England have
been occupied in thefe vain purfuits, and moft difhonourable
negociations, the real fubftantial interefts of the kingdom
have been utterly negleCed and forgotten. In behalf of the
commerce and manufactures of England, [ call upon the Mi-
nifter to inform us, why the commercial treaty with Ruffia,
which expired in 1786, has not been renewed. We were
once the moft refpeted and favoured of all foreign nations
in Ruffia, Refpe& and favour are gone. Let the nation
confider, whether the meafures luately taken were likely to
reinftate us. I am authorized and inftru&ted by one of the
firft houles in the city, connected with Ruffia, to fay, that
¢ the reafons which prevented the renewal of the treaty,
might have been removed. ‘That, in the contﬁ of laft winger,
Ruffia had offered to give up her ob_]eé'tmm, ‘on the f{ubjet of
the conveyance of naval ftores in neutrathott®ms ; and thnm
fhe had made this offer not as the purchafe of any conc
on our part, but merely asa preliminary to fhew her"g
will. This was the favourable opportunity which the whale
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sfiifeltbred to the poffeflion of

enjoyed under the former treaty, with every

thér advantagg which we had to defire ; - that this’favour-

*le moment was thrown away and the trade facrificed to
mere fancy. The chief difadvantage we labour under, from
the want of a treaty, is, that we pay a duty, whiclris now
equal to thirty per cent, or nearly one third more than other
mations; whereas, during our treaty, all other nations paid
that duty more than the Englifh, though, from the lefs un-
favourable courfe of exchange, the difference was never fo
great. The queftions I have ftated to the right honourable
gentleman are ftrily connefled with the fubje&t. They are
parliamentary, plain, andintelligible. We fhall hear, whe-
ther his an{wers are equally diftinct and in point. . A majo-~
rity of the Houfe of Commons may be eafily fatisfied ; but it
is not on fuch objes and interefts as thefe, that the people
of this kingdom can or ‘ought to be contented with ingenious
difcourfes, or with eloquent declamations.

Mr. POWYS rofe next, but the cry ftill loudly continuing
for Mr. Fox, he defired to be heard only three or four fen-
tences. He faid, he underftood the right honourable gentle-
man referved himfelf to be the laft {fpeaker, that he might firft
hear all that was faid againft him. He fhould have thought,
that the right honourable gentleman thould have permitted the
Houfe to have putitfelfinto fuch a form as to have had a right to
reply and then the right honourable gentlerg?p might have ex-
plained as often as he thought proper. He declared if it was
to be underftood by the motion that the nght honourable gen-

oman was to be cenfured fgp A;mng abandoned his proje&, he
goul 'ng! vate;for that e he thought the right honourable
lemn, ﬁm& this, had ferved his country more than he
W ontinuing it. The motion, he obferved,
ourable gentleman for not obtaining
he might have obtained without one,
had agreed to quit their obje&, they
reafe the expence of the armament. To thofe
nts, he could not fay no without an explanation. He
ald; if Minifters had explained their condué when they called
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for . confidence, there was no caufe to thin'ic that Parliament
would have differed from them. It had fortunately happened,
however, that their obftinacy in refufing all explanation laft
year produced an oppolition that ultimatcly faved the country
from the calamities of a war, when the meflfage was delivered
in March. But he thought fome explanation ought to have been
given, and he contended from the tenor of the King’s fpecech, *
which he caufed to be read, that afurances were held out of
every profpect that could lead Minifters to ftate to the country
that there was no prebubility of any difturbance in Europe, by
wkich the interefts of this country were likely to be affeéted, or
itstranquillity broken in upon.” The truth of this dcclarati,on‘
he confidered Minifters pledged for, from the folemn manner
in which they introduced it.  As to the affetted objet of the
armament, and the total failure in obtaining it, that point cer-
tainly required explanation from Minifters, when the refult of
their condu& had been attended with fo much cxpence to the
people of this country.  Laft year they had demanded and ob-
tained the confidence of the country pending a negociation,
during the fcflion of Parliament. In the interval, and after
that negociation was concluded, he thought it would have been
much more manly, honourable, and refpe@ful, both towards
. the country and themfclves, to have prepared againft this time
all the materials proper to juftify their meafures, thanto follow
the condu@ which they feemed to do.
The Houfe becoming extremely clamorous, Mr. FOX next
rofe.

[Thofe swbo fhall attempt to report a fpeech of Mr. Fox, will da
well to convince themfelves, that with whatever aid their me-
mories may be furnifbed by their refleélions, any premife of re-
porting it correly, muft give birth to comparifins very fatal to
their purpofe. This is a difficulty that increafes with the ex=
cellence to be imitated. It becames us, therefore, rather to fay
what our pretenfions are nat, than what they are ; and thus we
Jhall hope to juftify an appeal to the indulgence of the Publicy
large and liberal, indecd, as muft be that indulgence, confider-
ing that it mufl increafe in proportion to their difappointment,
and that we want it moft when they can fpare it leaft. The
Jpeech delivered this night by Mr. Fox, ranki with the moft

Yor. XXXI. Zz.
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Juceefsful efforts of his genius ; and its impreffion upon the public
mind will be deep and lafling.]

After the challenge which was thrown out to me, in the
fpeech of a right honourable gentleman, (Mr. Dundas)
laft night, (faid Mr. Fox) I did confider it my duty to
trouble you fomewhat at length on this important queftian.
But before I enter into the confideration of it, I will explain
why 1 did not obey a call made in the beginning of the day,
and repeated fcveral times, in a manner not very confiftent ei-
ther with the freedom of debate, or with the order which the
right honourable gentleman has himfelf prefcribed for the dif-
cuffion of this day. Why any Members thould think them-
felves entitled to call on an individual in that way I know not,
but why I did not yicld to the call is obvious. It was faid by
an honourable gentleman laft night to be the wifh of the right
honourable gentleman to hear all that could be faid on the fub-
je&, before he fhould rife to enter into his defence.  If fo, it
certainly would not become me to prevent him from hearing
any other gentleman who might be inclined to fpeak on the
occafion ; and as he particularly alluded to me, 1 thought it
refpectful to give way to gentlemen, that I might not inter-
rupt the courfe which he has chofen for himfelf, as it feems he
referves himfelf till I have fpoken. This call on me is of a
fingular nature. A Minifter is accufed of having rafhly en-
gaged the country in a meafure, by which we have fuffered
difafter and difgrace, and when a motion of cenfure is made,
he chufes to referve himfelf, and fpeak after every one, that
no means may be given to reply to his defence—ta expofe its
fallacy if fallacious—or to detect its mifreprefentations, if he
fhall chufe to mifreprefent what may be faid. If the right ho-
nourable gentleman is truly defirous of meeting the charges
againft him, and if he has confidence in his ability to vindicate
his conduét, why not purfue the courfe which would be manly
and open ? Why not go into a Committee, as was offered
him by the honourable gentleman who made the motion, (Mr.
Whitbread) in which the forms of this Houfe would have per-
mitted Members on each fide to anfwer whatever was advanced
by the other, and the fubject would have received the moft ample
difcuffion? Inftead of this honourable courfe, he is determin-

1
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ed to take all advantages. He fcreens himfelf by a ftratagem
which no defendant in any procefs in this country could enjoy ;
fince no man put upon his defence in any Court of Juftice
could fo contrive as not only to prevent all reply to his defence;
but all refutation of what he may alfert—all explanation of
what he may mifreprefent. Such are the advantages which
the right honourable gentleman is determined to feize in this
moment of his trial ; and to confefs the truth, never did man
ftand fo much in need of every.advantage! never was thiere an
occafion in which a Minifter was exhibited to this Houfe in
circumftances fo ungracious, as thofc under which he ftands
before it in the prefcnt moment! For what is our precife fitu«
ation? Laft feflion of Parliament we had no fewer than four
debates upon the queftion of the armament, in which the right
honourable gentleman involved this country, without conde-
fcending to explain the obje& which he had in view. The
minority of this Houfe ftood forth againft the monftrous mea-
fure of involving the country, without unfolding the reafon.
The Minifter proudly and obftinately refufed, and called on
the majority to fupport him. 'We gave our opinion at large on
the fubje&, and with effe@, as it turned out, on the public
mind. On that of the 1ight honourable gentleman, however,
we were not fuccefsful ; for what was his condué? He replied
to us, ‘I hear what you fay—I could anfwer all your charges,
¢ but I know my duty to my King too well to fubmit at this
* moment to expofe the fecrets of the State, and to lay the
¢ reafons before you of the meafure on which I demand your
“ confidence. I chufe rather to lie for a time under all the
imputations which you may heap againft me, trufting to the
¢ explangtions which will come at laft.” Such was explicitly
his language. However I might differ from the right honour-
able gentleman in opinion, I felt for his fituation. There was
in this excufe fome fhadow of a reafon on which it might be
poflible to defend him, when the whole of his conduét came to
be enquiredinto. I thought it hard to goad him; when, per-
haps, he confidcred it as unfafe to expofe what he was doing.
But when the conclufion of the negociation had loofed him from
his fetters, when he had caft off the trammels thit boynd him,
1 thought, that like the horfe defcribed by Homer, (if T re-
Zz2
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membered I would quote the lines) exulting in the freth paf-
tures after he had freed himfclf from the bridle, the right ho-
nourable gentieman would have been eager to meet us with
every fort of explanation and fatisfaltion. I thought that, re-
ftrained by no delicacy, and panting enly for the moment that
was to reftore him the means of developing, of expatiating up-
en, ‘every part of his condué that was myfterious, of clearing
up that which had been reprobated, of repelling on the heads
of his adverfaries thofe very accufations with which they had
loaded him—the right honourable gentleman would have had
but one wifh, that of coming forward in a bold and manly
manner, and cndcavouring to make his caufe good againtt us,
in the face of the world. Has he done fo? has he even given
us the means of inquiring fully and fairly into his condu&?
No fuch thing. He lays before us a fet of papers, fufficient,
indeed, as I fhall contend, to found a ftrong criminal charge
for mifconduct againft him, but cvidently mutilated, garbled,

and impcrfelt, vnth a view of precluding that full inquiry
which his conduét demands, and which we had every reafon

“to cxpe& he would not have fhrunk from on this day. We

. ¢ andiit was yefafe to grant. Them »

call for more. ‘They aredenied us.  Why? ¢ Becaufe,” fay
the gentlemen on the other fide, ‘¢ unlcfs the papers now be-
¢ fore you fhew there is ground for accufation, and unlefs you
¢ agree to accufe, it is not fafe or proper to grant you more.”
But is this a defence for the right honourable gentleman? Do
thefe papers exculpate him ? Dire@ly the reverfe.  Prima facie
they condemn him. They afford us, in the firft inftance, the
proof of difappointment. They thew us that we have not ob-
tained what we aimed to obtain, and they give us no juftifi-
cation of the right honourable gentleman for that difappoint-
ment. I have hcard much ingenuity difplayed, to maintain
that there was no guilt. But what is the fallacy of this argu-
ment ! When we called for papers during the apamfh nego-
ciation, we. Wanfwered «the . negucaanon was pending,
.. But when
. o them’ could
,&gx}ﬁ l§ ﬂ\e reTult——the ;

%f’

it was oqar,‘ iud the fame! ;gafox)s for W
not be faid- {6 it wem ‘told, ¢

- ¢ nation is- fauaﬁcd with what we have got, and you muf¥ 1a¥l

ground of criminality before we can adinit pnnctph.'
¢¢ of calling for papers.” Thus we were procluds from all in-
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quiry into that bufinefs ; but now the right honourable gentle~
man, confcious that the country feels forewhat differently,
admits the ground of criminality to have been laid by produc-
ing thofe documents on your table, hnperfect as they are. It
is from his own confeffion, therefore, that I am to pronounce
him guilty, until he proves himfelf not to be fo; and it is
enough for me to contend, that the papers now before us afford
him, prima facie, no juftification ; but, on the contrary, afford
ftrong proof of his guilt, inafmuch as they evince a complete
failure in the object he aimed at obtaining. Sir, the right ho-
nourable gentleman is fen(ible how much thefe circumftances
render it neceflary for him to take every poflible advantage his
fituation can give him; inftead, therefore, of thewing him-
felf anxious to come forward, or thinking it his duty to explain
why it was inconvenient or impolitic for him to ftate laft year
the true grounds on which he had called upon us to arm, what
was the object of that armament, and why he had abandoned
it, he lays a few papers on the table, and contents himfelf
with an appeal unheard of before.—¢¢ If you havc any thing to
¢ fay againft me, fpeak out, fpeak all—I will not fay a word
¢ till you bave done—let me hear you one after another—I
¢¢ will haveall the advantage of the game—none of you fhalt
¢ come behind me—for as foon as you have all thrown forth
¢ what you have to fay, 1 will make a fpeech, which you fhall
¢ not have an opportunity to contradi¢t, and I will throw
“ myfelf on my majority, that makes you dumb for ever.”—
Such is the fituation in which we ftand, and fuch the courfe
which the right honourable gentleman thinks it honourable to
purfue ! -7

I chearfully yield to him the ground he chufes to occupy,
and fubmit to the call addrefled perfonally to myfelf (although
perhaps not in a manner very decorous) of ftating ‘ta the Houte
what I have to offer, before the right honourable gentleman
will open his lips.

Having made thefe preliminary obfervations on the manner
in which this bufinefs has_been conduéted, 1 will proceed
frankly to flate the reafons upon which I found the vote of
cenfure, in which I fhall this night agrée. + Much argument
has been ufed on topics, not unfit, indeed, to be mixed with
this queftion, but not neceffary; topics, which undoubtedly



358 PARLIAMENTARY  A.1702

may be incidentally taken up, but which are not effential to the
difcuffion. In this clafs I rank what has been faid upon the
balance of Eurppe. Whether the irifulated ftate of policy
which difdained all continental conne&ion whatever, as adopt-
ed at the beginning of the prefent reign—whether the fyftem
of extenfive foreign conne&ion, fo eagerly infifted on by a
young gentleman who fpoke yefterday for the firft time—or
whether, as I am inclined to fufpe&, is the true and wife
courfe—the medium between thefe twé, be our intereft, are
certainly very proper topics to be difcuffed, but as certainly
not eifential topics to this queftion. Of the three, I certainly
think the middle line the true political courfe of this country ;
1 think that, in our fituation, every continental conneion is
to be determined by its own merits. I am one of thofe who
think that a total inattention to foreign conneions might be,
as it has proved, very injurious to this country. But if I am
driven to chufe betwecn the two extremes, between that of
ftanding infulated and aloof from all foreign conneétion, and
trufting for defence to our own refources, and that fyftem, as
laid down in the fpeech of an honourable gentleman, who dif-
tinguifhed himfelf fo much laft night, to the extent to which
he preffed it, I do not hefitate to declare that my opinion is for
the firlt of thofe fituations. I fhould prefer even total difunion
to that fort of conneion, to preferve which we fhould be ob-
Jiged to rifk the blood and the refources of the country in every
quarrel and cvery change that ambition or accident might bring
about in any part of the continent of Europe. But in the
qucition before us, 1 deny that I am driven to either of thefe
extremes.  The honourable gentleman, who fpoke with all
the open ingenuoufnefs, as well as the animation of youth,
feemed himfelf to dread the extent to which his own do&rines
would lcad him : he failed; therefore, to fuftain the policy of ~
the fyilem he defcribed, in that part where it can alone apply,
namely, to the degree in which it is neceffary for us to fupport
a balance of power. Holland, for infltance, he ftates to be
our natmal ally.  Granted. ¢¢To preferve Holland, and that
‘¢ the may not fall into the arms of France, we muft make an
*¢ alliance with Proffia.” Good. But Prufha may be attack-
ed by Auitria. ‘Then we muft make an ailiance with the Ot«
toman Porte, that they nmay fall on Aufiria.  Well, but the
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Porte may be attacked by Ruffia—then we muft make an al-
liance with Sweden, that he may fall on Ruffia. His natural
ingenuity pointed out to him, that in cafting up the account of
all this, itdid not produce a favourable balance for England,
and he evaded the confequence of his own principle, by fay-
ing, that perhaps Ruffia would not attack the Porte : for when
we fpeculate on extreme cafcs, (fays the honourable gentleman)
we have a right to make allowances : it is fair to expet that
when we are in alliance with the Porte, Ruflia will feel too
fenfibly the importance of the commercial advantages fhe en-
joysby her intercourfe with this country, to rifk the lofs of them
by an attack on the Porte.—— Are we then to fuppofe, that in
that fcene of univerfal conteft and warfare, this ambitious
Power, that is perpetually and fyftematically, as it has-been re-
proached her, aiming at the deftrution of the Porte, and while
the reft of Europe has been at peace, has been in a ftate of
reftlefs and unceafing hoftility with her, will then be the only
power at peace, and lct flip fo favourable an opportunity of
deftroying her old enemy, fimply becaufe fhe is afraid of lofing
her trade with you in the Baltic ? If the honouruble gentteman
means to ftate this as a rational conjeure, I would afk him
to Took to the fa®. Did her fenfc of thefe advantages reitrain
her in the late war, or compel her to defift from the demands
fhe madc before we began to arm? Certainly not. We find
from the documents before us, that fhe adhered to one uniform,
fteady courfe, from which neither the apprehenfion of com-
mercial lofs, nor the terrors of our arms, influenced her one
moment to recede. What then are we to conclude from this
intricate fyftem of balances and countcrbalances, and thofe
dangerous theories with which the honourable gentleman feem-
ed to amufe himfelf ! Why, that thefe are {peculations too re-
mote from our policy ; that in fome parts, even according to
the honourable gentleman’s argument, they may be defetive,
after all, and confequently, that if the fyftem he builds upon
it fails in one of its poffibilities, it fails in the whole of them

Such muft ever be the fate of fyftems fo nicely conftructed.—
But it is not true, that the fyftem neceffary to enable this coun-
try to derive the true benefit from the Dutch alliance, oughs
to be founded upon thofe involved and myfterious politics whi.h
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make it incumbent upon us, nay, which prove its perfection,
by compelling us to ftand forward the principals in every
quarrel, the Quixotes of every enterprife, the agitators in every
plot, intrigue, and difturbance, which are every day arifing in
Europe, ta embroil one ftate of it with another. I confefs
that my opinions fall infinitely fhort of thefe perilous extremes ;
that poffibly my genius is too fcanty, and my underftanding
too limited and feeble, for the contemplation of their confe-
quences, and that I can fpeculate no farther than on connec-
tions immediatcly neceflary to preferve us, fafe and profperous,
from the power of our open cnemies, and the encroachment
of our compctitors: that ‘this I hold to be the only teft by
which the merits of an alliance can be tried, which I {hould
efteem cither valuable or ufclefs, in proportion to its ftrict ad-
herence to this principle. I did think, for inftance, that
when the intrigues of Francc threatened to deprive us of our
efficient ally, Holland, it was wife to interferc, and aftcrward
to form an alliance by which that evil might be prevented.—
But every ftep beyond the alliance we then formed, cvery link
in the chain of confederacies fo largely expatiated upon by the
gentlemen on the other fide, brings us more and more ramote
from its true principle ; the broad and clear lines of your po-
hey become narrow and lefs diftinét, until they are carried at
lait to an extremity of Europe, where cvery trace of them is
loft.

Other topics have been introduced into the difcuffion. The
beginning of the war between Ruffia and the Porte has been
referred'to.  What poffible conneion that has with our ar-
mament I know not; but of that I fhall have occafion to fpeak
by and by. )

I come, however, Sir, to a queflion more immediately be-
iore us, and that is, the value and importance annexed in
the minds of His Majefty’s Minifters, to the fortrefs of Ocza-
kow 3 and here I muft beg leave to fay, that they have nat
once attempted to anfwer the arguments fo judicioufly and’
ably enforced by my honourable friend who made this motion.
It was explicitly ftated by the gentlemen on the other fide, as
ihe only drgument for our interference at all, that the balance
of Europe was threatened with great danger, if Oczakow was
fuffered to remain in the hands of Ruflia. Of no lefs im-
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portance did Miniflers laft ycar ftate this fortrefs of Ocza-
kow, than as if it were indeed the fali jman"’ on which de-
pended the fate of the whole Ottoman empire.

But if this, from their own admiffion, was true laft year,
what has happened to alter its value? If it thep excited
the alarms of His Majefty's Minifters for the fafety of Eu-
rope, what can enable them now to tell ys that we are per-
fe&ly fecure? Ifit was true that her bare poffeflion of Ocza-
kow would be fo dangerous, what muft be the terror of Eu-
rope, when they faw our negociators put Ruffia into the way
of feizing cven on Conftantinople itfelf ? This was the firong
argument of my honourable friend (Mr. Whitbread), and whickh
fie maintained with fuch folid reafoning, that a fhadow of an
anfwer has not been given to it. To illuftrate the value of
Oczakow, however, one honourable gentleman (Mr. Grant)
went back to the reign of Elizabeth—nay, to the days of Phi-
Tip and Demofthenes.  He told us, that when Demofthenes,
urging the Athenians to maks war on Philip, reproached them
with inattention to a few towns he had taken, the names of
which they fcarcely knew, telling them that thofe towns were
the keys by which he would in time invade and ovescome
‘Greece, he gave them a falutary warning of the danger that
impended. But if the opponents of that great orator had pree,
vailed, if they had fucceeded in inducing their countrymen to
acquiefce in the furrender not only of thofe towns, but of con-
fiderably more, as in the prefent inftance, with what face
would he afterwards have declared to his countrymen, ¢ True
¢ it was that thefe forry and nameclefs towns were the key 10
“¢ Archopolis itfelf, but you have furrendered them; and
“ what is the confequence? You are now in a ftate of the
“ moft perfe@ fecurity—you have now nothing to fear—you
¢ have now the profpeét of fixtecn years of peace before you !
1 afk, Sir, what would have been the reception even of De-
mofthenes himfelf, if he had undertaken to fupport fuch an
inconfiftency ?

", ® TThis was an alluGon to a part of Mr. Grey’s (]:eech, who had
quoted a paflage from Mr. Haflings’s Narrative of the Benares Expes
ditiop, to much the fame eflc&,

K Vor, XXXI. 3 A
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. Let us try this, however, the other way. In order to ﬂ:ew
that His Majefty’s Minifters merit the cenfure which is pro~
pofed, I will admit that the prefervation of the Turks is ne:
ceffary for the fecurity of a balance of power. I truit, at the
fame time that this admiflion, which I make merely for the
argument, will not be difingenuoufly quoted upon me, as hy-
pothetical ftatements too commonly are, for admiflions of fad.
What will the right honourable gentleman gain by it? The
Turks, by his arrangement, are left in a worfe fituation than
he found them in ; for, previous to his interference, if Ruflia
had gone to Conftantinople, he would have been unfcttered by
the ftipulations which bind him now, and he and bis ally might
have interfered, to fave the Porte from total deftru@ion. Now,
however, the poflible and total extirpation of the Ottoman
power is made to depend on a point fo precarious, as their ac-
cepting the propofal which the right honourable gentleman
thought fit to agree to for them, within the fpace of four
menths. And what is this propofal ? Why, that the Turks
fhould give up not only the objeét of the war they had begun,
but this very Oczakow, which of itfelf was [1fficient, in the
hands of Ruffia, to overturn the balance. If, therefore, it
was fo important to recover Oczakow, it is not recovered, and
Minifters ought to be cenfured.  If unimportant, they ought
never to have demanded it.  If fo unimportant, they ought to
be cenfured for arming ; but if fo important as they have ftated
it, they ought to be cenfured for difarming without having
gotten it.  Either way, therefore, the aignment comes to the
fame point, and I care not on which fide the genilemen chufe
to take it np ; for whether Oczakow be, as they told us laft

_year, the key to Conftantinople, on the prefervation of which
to Turkey the balance of Kurope depended, or, asthey muit
tell us now, of no comparati\e importance, theii condudt is
equally to be condemned, for difarming, and pufillanimoufly

yielding up the obje, in the fift inftance ; for committing the

dignity of their Sovereign, and hazarding the peace of their
country, in the fecond. But they tell us; it is unfair to in-
volve us in this dilemma ; there was a middle courfe to be
adopted. Oczakow was certainly of much importance ; but
this i importance was to be deterimincd upon by circumitances.
Sir, we are ® become nice, indeed, in our political arithmétic ]
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In this calculating age, we afcertain to a fcruple what an ob-
je& is really worth. Thus it feems that Oczakow was worth
an armament, but not worth a war ¢ it was worth a threat, but
not worth carrying that threat into execution. Sir, I can
conceive nothing fo degrading and difhonourable; as an argu-
ment fuch as this. To hold oiit a menace; without ever fe-
rioufly meaning to enforce it, tonflitutes, ih ¢common lan-
guage, the true defeription of a bully ; applied to the tranfac<
tions of a nation, the difgrace is deeper, and the confequences
fatal 10 its honour.  Yet fuch is the precife conduét the King’s
Minifters have made the nation to hold in the eyes of Europe;
and which they defend by an argument, which, if urged in
private life, would ftamp a man with the chara&ter of a coward
and a bully, and fink him to the deepeft abyfs of infamy and
degradation. Surc 1 am, that this diftin€lion never fuggeft
itfelf to the refleétion of a noble Duke, whofe condu&@ through--
out the whole of this bufinefs has evinced the manly charaltes
of his mind, unaccuflomed to fuch calculations! From him
we learn the fa&. He faid, in his place, that his colleagucs
thought it fit to rifk a threat to recover Oczakow, but woulkil
not rifk a war for it.  Such condu& was not for him ! it might
fuit the chara&ers of his colleagiies in office, it could not his.
But they fay, it might be worth a war with the public opinion,
but worth uothing vithout it: ¥ cannot coneeive any cafe, in
which a great and wife nation; having committed itfelf by a
menace, can withdraw that menace without difgrace. The
converfe of the propofition I can eafily conceive—that there
may be a place, for inftance, not fit to be afked at all, but
which being afked for, and with a menace, it is fit to infift
upon. This undoubtedly goes to make a nation, like an in-
dividual, cautious of committing itfclf, becaufc there i1s no
ground fo tender as that of honour. How do Minifters think
on this fubje® ? Oczakow was every thing by itfelf, but when
they added to Oczakow the honour of England, it became no-
thing. Qczakow, by itfelf, threatened the balance of Europe,
Oczakow and honour weighed nothing in the fcale. Honour
is, in their political arithmetic, a minus quantity, to be fub-
tratted from the value of Oczakow. Sir, 1 athamed to'
ftate this reafoning ; norcan I refle@ on the foul ftain it has
fixed on the Englith mame, X'itkiout feeling mortified and
3 2
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humbled indeed ! Their late collcague, the noble Duke, urged
his fentiments with the feelings that became him ; feelings that
form a ftriking contraft to thofe that aGtuate the right honour-
sble gentleman. He told his country, that when he had made
up his mind to the neceflity of demanding Oczakow, it was
hrt opinion that it might have been obtained without a war;
but having once demanded it, he felt it his duty not to fhrink
from the war that might enfue from she rejection of that de-
. mand, and preferred the refignation of his office to the re-
tra@ing that opinion. Far diffcrent was the conduct of the
right honourable gentleman, though his advice was the {ame ;
and thofe were the fcruples he felt in tarnifhing the honour of
his Sovereign, whofe name he pledged to this demand, and af-
terwards obliged him to recede from it.

¢ They tell us, however, and feem to valae themfelves much
upon it, that in abandoning the objeét for which they had
armed, they aéted in conformity to public opinion. Sir, I will
ftate fairly my fentiments on this fubje& too. It certainly is
right and prudent to confult the public opinion ; it is frequently
wife to attend even to public prejudices, on fubjets of fuch
infinite importance, as whether they are to have war or peace.
But if, in the capacity of a fervant to the Crown, 1 were to
fee, or ftromgly to imagine that 1 faw, any meafures going
forward that threatemed the peace or profperity of the country,
and if the emergency were fo prefling, as to demand the fudden
adoption of a decifive courfe to avert the mifchief, I thould
not hefitate one moment to a& upon my owft opinion. Ifthe
public opinion did not happen to fquare with mine ; if, after
pointing out to therh the danger, they did not fee it in the
fame light with me, or if they conceived that another remedy
was preferable to mine, I fhould confider it as due to my
Kingy due to my country, due to my own honour, to retire,
that they might purfue the plan whi ‘h they thought better, by
a fit inftrument, that is, by a man who thought with them.
Such would be my condu& cn any fubje& where conftien-
tioufly I could not furrender my opinion. If the <afe was
doubtful, or the emergency not fo prefling, I fhould be ready
perhaps to furrender my opinion to that of the Public ; but
one thing is moft clear in fuch an event as this, namely, that
1 m t¢ give the Public the means of forming an opinion.



A. 1792, DEBATES. * 165

Do I ftate this difference fairly ?——If 1 do, and if the. gen-
tlemen over agam{t me will admit," that in the inftance before
us the public opinion ought to have influenced them, it fol-
lows, that the public opinion ought to have been confulted,
before we were committed in the eyes of Europe, and that the
country ought to have had the means, and the information ne-
ceflary to form their judgement upon the true merits of this
queftion. Did the King’s Minifters a& thus ? Did they either
take the public opinion, or did they give us the means of form-
ing one? Nothing likeit. On the 28th of March, the meffage
was brought down to this Houfe. On the 29th, we paffed 2
vote of approbation, but no opinion was afked from us, no
explanation was given us ; fo far from it, we were exprefsly
told, our advice was not wanted ; that ‘we had nothing to
with the prerogative of the Crown to make war; that allq
bufinefs was to give confidence. So far with regard to th:
Houfe ; and I cannot help thinking this conduét fomewhat
hard upon the majority, who certainly might have counted for
fomething in the general opinion, when the right honourable
gentleman was colle@ing it, if he meant fairly fo to do. 1
grant, indecd, that there are many ways by which the feeling
and temper of the Public may be tolerably well known out of
this Houfe, as well as in it. I grant that the opinion of a re-
fpe@able meeting at Manchefter, of a meeting at Norwich, of
a meeting at Wakeficld, of public bodies of men in different
parts of England, might give the right honourable gentleman
a corre& idea of the public opinion. Permit me to fay alfo,
that in the fpeeches of the minority of this Houle, he mnght
find ulfo the ground of publxc opmxon—both what might give
it rife, and what might give it countenance. But was the
majority of this Houfe the only body whofe opinions were not
worth confulting? ¢ [ travelled to Norwich, to York, Man-
¢¢ chefter, Wakefield, for opinions,” will the right honourable
gentleman fay ? ¢ I liftened to the minority, I looked to Lord
s¢ Stormont, to the Earl of Guildford ; butasto you, my trufty
“ majority, I did not look to you! I had other bufinefs for
“ you! it is not your office to give opinions ; your bufinefs is
¢ to confide! You muft pledge yourfelf,” in ghe firft inftance,
¢ toall I canafk from you, and perbaps fome time in the next
¢ year I may condefcend to let you know the grounds oo
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¢¢ which you are a&ting.” Such is the language he holds to
vs, if his condu@ were to be explained by words, and a con-
du& more indecent or prepofterous is not <afily to be con-
. ceived. For it is neither more nor lefs than to tell us,—
“ When I thonght the Ottoman Power in danger, I afked for
¢ an armament to fuccour it. You approved and granted it
“ to me. The public fenfe was againft me, and without
¢ minding you, I yielded to that fenfe. My opinion, how:
¢ ever, remains ftill the fame ; thoigh it muft be confefled;
¢ that I led you into giving a fan&ion to my {chémes, bya
¢ fpecies of reafoning which it appears the country has faved
« itflf by refiting. But they were to blame. I yet think
¢ that the exaét contrary of what was dont, ought to have been
done ; and that the peace and fafety of Europe depended up-
.on it.  But never mind how you voted, or how direétly op-
 pofite to the general opinion, with which I complied, was
* that opinion I perfuaded you to fupport. Vote now that I
¢ was right in both—in the opinion I ftill maintained, and in
* my compliance with its oppofitc. The peace of Europe is
¢ fafe ; 1 keep my place, and all is right again.”——DBut after
all, the right honourable gentleman did not a& from any de-
ferepce to the public opinion; and to prove this, I have but
to recal to your recolleétion dates. The meflage was brought
down, as I faid befdke, on the 28th of March ; and in lefs
than a weck, I believe in four days, afterwards, before it was
poﬁ'rble to colle& the opinion of any one public body of men,
their whole fyflem wasreverfed. The change, therefore, could
not come from the cpuntry, even had they been defirous of
"confulting it. But I have proved that they were not defirous
to have any opinion from any quarter : they came down with
their purpofes mafked and veiled to this Houfe, and tried alt
they could to preclude inquiry into what they were doing.
Thefe are not the fteps of men defirous of a&ting by opinion.
I hold it, however, to be now acknowledged, that it was not
the public opinion, but that of the minority in this Houfe,
which compelled the Minifters to relinquith their ill-advifed
projeéts ; for a right honourable gentleman, who fpoke laft
night, (Mr. D zdas) owned the truth, in his own frank way.’
% We certainly,” faid he, * do not know that the opinion of
“ the Public was againft us’; we only know that a great party
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¢¢ in this country was againft us, and therefore we apprchend-
¢ cd, that though one campaign might have been got through,
¢¢ at.the beginning of the next feflion, they would have inter~
¢¢ rupted us in procuring the fupplies.” I belicve I quote the
right honourable gentleman correétly 5 and here, Sir, lct me
paufe, and thank him for the praifc which he gives the gen-
tlemen on thjs fide the Houfe. I.ct me indulge the fatisfac-
tion of refleting, that though we have not the emoluments of
office—not the patronage of power—jyet we are not excluded
from great influence on the meafures of Government. We
take pride to ourfclves, that at this moment we are not fitting
in a Committee of Supply, voting enormous fleets and armies
to carry into executjon this calamitous meafure. Tous he
honeftly declares this credit to be due ; and the country will,
no doubt, feel the gratitude they owe us, for having faved th
from the miferics of war.  An honourable gentleman, ind
(Mr. Jenkinfon) has told us, that our oppofition to this mea-
fure in its commencement, occafioned its having been aban-
doned by the Minifters ; but he will not allow us the merit of
having faved the country from a war by our interpofition, but
charges us with having prevented their obtaining the terms
demanded, which would have been got without a war, 1 am
glad to hear this argument ; but muft declare, in the name of
the Minority, that we think ourfelves moft unfairly treated by
it, and forced into a refponfibility that belongs, in ro manner
whatfoever, to our fituation. The right honourable gentle-
man, when repeatedly prefled o this fubjedt, during the laft
feflion, was uniform in afirming that he had rcafons for his
conduét, to his mind fo cogent and dnanfwerable, that he
was morally certain of the indifpenfable neceflity of the mea-
fures he was purfuing, He has faid the fame fince, and to this
hour continues his firft opinion, If, therefore, the right ho-
nourable gentleman thought fo, and thought at the fame time
that our arguments were likely to miflead the country from its
true interefts, why did he continue filent? If public opinion
was {o neccffary for him, that without it, as he tells us now,
he could not proceed a f{ingle ftep, whydid he {uffer us tocor-
upt the paflions, to blind and to pervertthe underftandings of
the Public, to a degree that compelled his facNfice of this ef-
fential mcafure? Why did he quictly, and without cencern,
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watch the prevalence of our falfe arguments ! ‘why did he fanc-
tion their progrefs, by never anfwering them, when he knew
the confequence muft neceffarily be, to defeat his deareft ob-
je&, and put the fafety of his country to the hazard? Why
did he not bppofe fome antidote to our poifon ! .But having
negle&ed to do this, [becaufe of his duty to preferve State fe-
crets, as he would have us believe) what ‘hadow of a right,
what poffible pretext has he to come forward now, and accufc
us for thwarting his views, or to caft the refponfibility of his
fiilure and difgrace upon us, whofc arguments he never an-
fwered, and to whom he obftinately and invariably refufed all
fort of information, by which we might have been enabled to
form a better judgement, and poflibly to agree with him on
this fubje& ? The right honourable gentleman, however, (Mr.
ndas) judges more fairly of us; and I thank him for the
hdfome acknowledgement he paid to the true chara&er of
e gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe ; for by owning, that
becaufec we did not happen to approve of this armament it was
abandoned, he owns another fat—that we are not what an-
other honourable gentleman (Mr. Steele) chofe to reprefent us,
an indifcriminate faGtion, that difapproves of every thing, right
and wrong. ‘This is clearly manifeft from hi# own admiflions,
for giving up when they found we difapproved, they muft have
begun in the idea that we fhould approve. 'We approved in
the cafe of Holland, and in the cafe of Spain. In the firft
cafe we did fo, becaufe the re@itude of the thing was (o clear
and manifeft, as that every well-wifher to England muft ap-
prove. We did fo in the cafe of Spam, becaufe the objes
were explained to us—The infult given, and the reparation
demanded, were both before us. But had the right honour-
able gentleman any right, becaufe we agreed to the Dutchand
Spanith armaments, to anticipate the confent of Oppofition to
this? It was infulting to impute the poffibility to us!—
What, agree to take the money out of the pockets of the people,
without an infult explained, or an obje& hcld up! It is faid .
the obje& was ftated, and that the, means only were left to
conje&ure. That the odj2&? propofed to the Houfe, was an
armament to make a peace, and Oczakow was. fuppofed to be
the means by which that peace was to be effected.  Sir, it is
admofk conftantly my misfortunc to be differing from the ngh;
- !
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honourable gentleman about the import of the words objedt and
means. In my way of ufing thefe words, I fhould have di-
recly tranfpofed them, and called the armament the means of
effe&ting peace, and Oczakow the oljef? of that armament.—
And the event proves that Minifters thought as I do ; for they
gave up that objc&, becaufe they knew they could get the end
they propofed by their armament without it. This obje&, in-
deed, whatever was its importance, whether it was or was not,
as we have alternately heard it afferted and denicd, the key of
Conﬁantmople, nay, as fome wild and fanciful people had
“almoft perfuaded themfelves, the key to our poffeffions in the
Eaft Indies, the King’s Minifters have completely renounced ;
and feem by their condu@ to have cared very little what be-
camc of that or Conftantinople itfelf. The balance of Europe,.
however, is perfedily fafe, they tell us; and on that point wegk
have nothing more to apprehend. The enormous acceflion
of power to Ruflia, from the poffeflion of Oczakow, fo far from
affe@ing Great Britain, is not likely, according to what the
Minifters muft affure us, to difturb the tranquillity of her
neareft neighbours. I muft here remind an honourable gentl.2
man (Mr. Jenkinfon), who fpoke fo much on the balance of
Europe, that he did not fcem to pay fufficicnt attention to Poland,
as if that country, now become in fome degree able to aé&t for
itfelf, from the change in its co;xﬁitution, was of no moment,
or incapable of influcncing in any manner upon his fyftem of
treaties and atfacks. That Oczakow, therefore, was at any
time an obje& fufficient to juftify their interference, I have
ftated many reafons for concluding will qnot be alledged this
night. Some of the gentlemen on the other fide, indeed, have
advanced other grounds, and told us (I confefs it is for the firft
time) that in this war the Emprefs of Ruffia was the aggreffor ;
that on her part the war was offenfive, and that it became us
to interfere to ftop her progrefs. They tell us of various en-
croachments in the Cuban, of hoftilities fyltentically carried
on in violation of treaties, and many other inflances not
one of which they have attempted 1o prove by a fingle docu<
ment, or have refted on any other foundation than their*own
affertions. But to thefe; Sir, I fhall oppofc tl‘h‘ authority of
Minifters themfelves ; for, in one of the difpatches of the Duké

of Leeds to Mr. W huwortb, he defires him 'to commuricate
Yor. XXXI. 3B
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to the Court.of Peterfburgh, that if they will confent to make
peace with the Turks on the flatus quo, the allies will confent
to guarantee the Crimea to them, ¢ the objec? of the war,” as
he ftates it tobe. I defire no farther proof than this, that we
always confidered the Turks as the aggrefors ; for it follows,
“that where any place, in the pofleffion of one Power, is made
the objed of a war by another, the Power claiming that object
is the aggreffor. If, for example, we were at war with Spain,
and Gibraltar the objc&, Spain of courfe would be the aggref-
for: the contrary, if the Havannah were the obje&. The
King of England, therefore, by the difpatch which I have
quoted, has, in words and in fa&, acknowledged the Turks to
have been the aggrelfors in this war, by making pretenfions to
a province folemnly celed to Ruffia in the year 1783. I can
 fcarcely think that Minifters mean to contend that ceffion by
4 treaty does not give rig! t to potfeflion. Where are we to look,
therefore, te afcertain the right of a country to any place or
territory, but to the laft treaty ? To what would the oppofite
do&rine lead? Franze might claim Canada, ceded in 1763, or
we Tobago, ceded in 1583. It might be urged that they took
advantage of our difpute with our own colonies, and that the
treaty gave no right. Canada, Jamaica, every thing might be
queftioned, Wters would be the peace of Europe, if thefe
do&trines were to be afted on? Every country muft continue
ina flate of endlefs perplexity, armament, and preparation.
But happily for mankind, a difftrent prin€iple prevails in the,
law of nations ; therc the laft treaty gives the right, and upon
that we muft aver, that if, as the difpatch fays, the Crimea
was the objeét, the Turk was the aggredor. What, there-
fore, was the right claimed by the right honourable gentleman
to enter into this difpute ?—I will anfwer, The right of a
proud man, anxious to play a lofty part. France had gone off
the ftage—the charaQler of the miferable diturber of empircs
was vacant, and he refolved to boaft and wapour, and play his
antic tricks and geftures on the faine theatre. And what has
been the firft effets of this new cxperiment upon the policy
and chara&er of the Britifh nation? That in the pride and ze-
nith of our pgwer, we have mMerably difgraced ourfelves in the
eycs of Eur?pe——that the name of I1is Majeity has been {ported
with, and flained ; that the people of England have been in-
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flamed, their commerce difturbed, the moft valuable citizens
dragged from their houfes, and half a million of money added
to the public burdens. And here, . Sir, in juftice to my own
feelings, I cannot pafs over wholly in filence the fate of that
valuable body of our fellow-citizens, who are more particu-
larly the vi&ims of thefe falfc alarms, and by whom the moft
bitter portion of the common calamity muft be borne. Iam
compcelled to admit, that every State has a right, in the feafon
of danger, to claim the fervices of all, orany of its members ;
that the ¢ falus populi, fuprema lex ¢ff.” Tendernefs and con-
fideration in the ufe of fuch extenfive powers, is all I can re-
commend to thofe whofe bufinefs it is to call them into aétion.
But here I muft lament, in common with every fecling mind,
that unneceffary barbarity which dragged them from their
homes, deprived them of their liberty, and tore them from the
induftrious exercife of thofe modes of life by which they earned
" fupport for their families, wantonly, cruelly, and without pre-
text, becaufe without the fmalleft intention of employing them.
The gentlemen well know what I flate to be a fact; for they
know that their fyftem was changed, and their objeét aban-
donced, before even they had begun to iffue prefs-warrants.

I return, Sir, to the difagreeable condition in which the
right honourable gentleman has involved us. Let us fee whe-
ther what I have faid on this point be not literally true. The
Emprefs of Ruffia offered, carly in the year 1790, to depart
from the terms the had at firfl thrown out, namely, that Befla~
rabia, Wallachia, and Moldavia, thould be independent of the
Ottoman Power. This, it appears, fhe yielded upon the ami-
cable rcprefentations of the allicd Powers, and fubflituted in
the room of them thofe conditions which have fince been con-
ceded to her, namely, that the Dniefter fhould be the bounda-
ry between the two cmpires, and all former treaties fhould be
confirmed. ¢ Then,” fay Miniflers, ¢ if we gained this by
¢ fimple negociation, what may we not gain by anarmament ?’»
Thus judging of her pufillanimity by their own, they threatened
her. What did fhedo? Peremptorily refuled to depart one atom
from her laft conditions ; and thefe I affert werg in the poffef-
fion of His Majefty’s Minifters long before theyarmament :
they knew not only this eaily in the month of March, but like-
wife the refalutionrof the Emprers pot to rife in her’de’mands,

3€2 .
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notwithftanding any farther fuccefs that might attend her arms,
The memorial of the Court of Denmark, which they have, for
reafbns beft known to “themfelves, refufed us, but which was
circulated in every Court, and publifhed in every newfpaper
in Europe, fully informed them of thefe matters. But the
King’s Minifters, with an abfurdity of which there is no ex-
ample, called upon the country to arm. Why ? Not becaufe
they meant to employ. the armament againft her, but in the
fanciful hope, that becaufe, in an amicable negociation, the
Emprefs had been prevailed upon not to prefs the demand of
Wallachia, Moldavia, and Beflarabia, as mdependent fove-
reignties, they thould infallibly fucceed, by arming, and not
employing that armament, in perfuading her to abandon all the
reft! And what is the end? Why, that after pledging the
King’s name, in the moft deliberate and folemn manner ; after

+ lofty vapouring, menacing, promifing, denying, turning and
turning again ; after keeping up the parade of an armament
for four months, accompanied with thofe fevere meafures, to
be regretted even when nzceffary, to be reprobated when not,
the right honourable gentleman. crouches humbly at her feet ;
intreats, fubmiffively fupplicates of her modcration, that the
will grant him fome fmall trifle of what he afks, if it is but
by way of a boon ; and finding at laft that he can get nothing
cither by his threats or his prayers, gives up the whole, pre-
cifely as fhe had infifted upon having it.

The right honourable gentleman, however, is determined
that this Houfe fhall take the whole of this difgrace upon it-
felf. I heard him, with much delight, on a former day, quote
largcly from that®excellent and philofophical work, ¢¢ The
Wealth of Nations.” In almoft the firft page of that book,
he will find it laid Jown as a principle, that by a divifion of
labour in the different occupations of life, the objeéts to which
it is applicd are perfeed: time is faved, dexterity improved,
and the general ftock of fcience augmented ; that by joint ef-
fort, and reciprocal accommodation, the fcvereft talks are ac-
complifhed, and difficulties furmounted, too ftubborn for the
labour of a fingle hand. ThuQ, in the building of a great pa-
lace; we obfrve the work to be parcelled out into different
departments, and diftributed and fubdivided into vanous de-
grees, fome higher, fome lower, to fuit the capacities and
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condition of thofe who are employed in its conftru&tion.—
There is the archite® that invents the plan, and ere@s the
ftately columns ; there is the duftman and the nightman‘to
clear away the rubbith. The right honourable gentleman ap-
plies thefe principles to his politics, and in the divifion and caft
of parts for the job we are now to execute for him, has re-
ferved for himfelf the higher and more refpe@able thare of the
bufinefs, and leaves all the dirty work to us. Is he afked why
the Houfe of Commons made the armament laft year ? He an-
fwers, ¢ the Houfe of Commons did not make thc armament!
# I made it. The Houfe of Commons only approved it.”"—
Is he afked why he gave up the object of thc armament, after
he had made it? < I did not give it up!” he exclaims: * I
‘¢ think the fame of its neceflity as ever: it is the Houfe of
¢¢ Commons that gives it up: it is this Houfe that fupports
the nation in their fenfclefs clamour againft my meafures :
it is to this Houfe that you muft look for the fhame and guilt
of your difgrace.” To himfelf he takes the more confpi-
cuous chara&er of menacer. It is he that diftributes provinces,
and limits empires ; while he lcaves to this Houfe the humbler
office of licking the dufl, and begging forgivenefs :

¢ Not mine thefe groans—
¢ Thefe fighs that iffue, or thefe tears that flow.”

# T am forced into thefe fubmiffions by a low, contrated,
¢ grovelling, mean-fpirited, and ignorant people!” But this
is not all. Itrarely happens, that in begging pardon, when
men determine upon that courfe, they have not fome benefit
in view, or that the profit to be got is not meant to counter-
balance, in fome meafure, the honour to be facrificed. Let
us fee how the right honourable gentleman managed this, —
On the firft indication of hoftile meafures againft Ruffia, 135
Members of this Houfe divided againft the adoption of them.
This it was, according to a right honourable gentleman who
fpoke in the debate yefterday, ‘(Mr. Dundas) that induced Mi-
nifters to abandon their firlt obje& ; but not like the Duke of
Leeds, who candidly avowed that if hg could have once
brought himfelf to give up the claim of Cgzakow, he would
not have flood-out for the rafing its fortiﬁca‘ions, or any fuch
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terms. ‘The Minifters determine that the nation at leatt fhall
reap no benefit from the reverfal of their fyftem. ¢ You have
“ refifted our projedts,” fay they; ¢ you have difcovered and
¢ expofed our incapacity ; you have made us the ridicule of
‘¢ Europe, and fuch we fhall appear to pofterity : you have
¢ defeated, indeed, our intentions of involving you ina war ;
¢ but you thall not be the gainers by it! you fhall not fave your
“ money! We abandon Oczakow, as you compel ‘us to do,
‘¢ butwe will keep up the armament, if itis only to fpite you !”
Determined to aét this difgraceful part, their next care was to
do it in the moft difgraccful manner ; and as they had dragged
Parliament and their King through the dirt and mire, they re-
folved to exhibit them in this offenfive plight to the eyes of Eu-
rope. ‘To do this, they did not care to truft to the Minifter
we had at Peterfburgh ; a gentleman diftinguithed for amiable
manners, and by the faithful, the vigilant, and the able dif-
charge of his duty. Why was the management of the nego-
ciation taken from him? Was he too proud for this fervice ?
No man is too proud to do his duty ; and of all our foreign
Minifters, Mr. Whitworth I fhould think the very laft, to
whom it could be reproached that he is remifs in fulfilling the
dire&tions he receives, in their utmoft ftrinefs. But a new
man was to be found ; one whofe reputation for talents and ho-
nour might operate, as they hoped, as a fort of fet-off againft
the incapacity he was to cure, and the national honour he was
deputed to furrender. Was it thus determined, becaufe in
looking round their diplomatique body, there was no man to
be fele@ed from it, whofe chara&er aflimilated with the dirty
job he was to exccute ? *As there was honour to be facrificed,
a ftain to be fixed upon the national charaélter, engagements to
' be retradted, and a friend to be abandoned, did it never occur
to them that there was one man upon their diplomatic lift,
who would have been pronounced by general acclamation tho-
roughly qualificd in foul and qualities for this fervice ? Sucha
perlon they might have found, and not fo occupied as to make
1t inconvenient to employ him; they would have found him
wblint from his ftation, under the pretence of attending his
duty in this Houfe, though he does not chufe often to make his
appearance here. nftead of this, however, they increafed the
difhe gour that they doomed us to fuffer, by ferding a gertles
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man endowed with every virtue and accomplithment, who had
acquired, in the fervice of the Emprefs of Ruffia, at an early
period of his life, a chara&er for bravery and enterprife, that
rendered hitn perfonally efteemed by her, and in whom fine ta-
lents, and elegarit manners, ripened by habit and experience,
had confirmed the flattering promife of his youth. Did they
think that the fhabbinefs of their meffage was to be done away
by the worth of the meflenger? If I were to fend an humili-
ating apology to any perfon, would it change its quality by be-
ing entrufted to Lord Rodney, Admiial Pigot, my honourable
friend behind me (General Burgoyne), Lord Cornwallis, Sir
Henry Clinton, Sir William Howe, or any other gallant and
brave officer? Certainly not. It was my fortune, in very
early life, to haye fet out in habits of particular intimacy with
Mr. Fawkener, and however circumftances may have inter-
vened to fufpend that intimacy, circumftances arifing from
wide differences in political opinion, they never have altered
the fentiments of private efteem which I have uniformly felt
for him ; and with every amiable and conciliating quality that
belongs to man, I know him to be one from whom improper
fubmiflions are the leaft to be expe@ed. Well, Sir, thefle
gentlemen, Mr. Whitworth and Mr. Fawkener, commence
the negociation, by the offer of three diftinét propofitions, each
of them better than the other, and accompany it with an ex-
preflion fomewhat remarkable, namely, that this negociation
is to be as unlike all the others as poflible, and to be ¢ founded
“ in perfect candour.” To prove this, they fubmit at once to
the Ruffian Minifters ¢ all that their inftru&ions enable them to
¢¢ propofe.” Who would not have imagined, according ¢o the
plain import of thefe words, that unlefs the Emprefs had af-
fented to one of thefe propofitions, all amicable interpofizion
would have been at an end, and war the ilfue { The ¢ perfect
candour” promifed in the beginning of their note, leads them
to declare explicitly, that unlefs the fortifications of Oczakow
be rafed, or the Turksare allowed as an equivalent to keap both
the banks of the Dniefter, the allics cannot propofe any terms to
them. What anfwer do theyreccive! Anunequivocal rejotion
of every one of their propofitions; accompanicd, however,
with a declaration, to which I fhall foon retulY that the ‘navi-

gation of that river fhall be free to all the woilld, and a refe-
1
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rence to thefe maxims of poliey which bave invariably a&uated
the Emprefs of Ruffia in her intercourfe with neutral nations,
whofe commerce fhe has at all times prote&ed and encouraged.
‘With this declaration the Britith Plenipotentiaries declare them-
felves perfe&tly contented : nay more, they engage that if the
Turks fhould refufe thefe conditions, and continue obftinate
longer than four months, the allied Courts ¢ will abandon the
¢¢ termination of the war to the events it may produce.” And
here ends for ever all care for the Ottoman empire, all folicitude
about the balance of power. The right honourable gentleman
will interpofe no farther to fave either, but refts the whole of a
meafure, once fo indifpenfable to our fafety, upon this doubtful
iffue, whether the Turks will accept in December thofe very
terms which, in July, the Britith Minifters could not venture
to propofc to them !

Sir, we may look in vain to the events of former times for
a difgrace parallel to what we have fuffered. Lewis the Four-
teenth, a2 monarch often named in our dcbates, and whofe
reign exhibits more than any other the extremes of profperous
and of adverfc fortune, never, in the midit of his moft humi-
liating diftreflcs, ftooped to fo defpicable a facrifice of all that
can be dear to man. The war of the fucceffion, unjuftly be-
gan by him, had reduced his power, had fwallowed up his ar-
mies and his navies, had defolated his provinces, had drained
his treafures, and deluged the earth with the blood of the beft
and moft faithful of his fubje&s. Exhaufted by .his various
calamities, he offered at one time to his ¢nemics to relinquifh
all the obje&s for whigh he had begun the war: that proud
monarch fued for peace, and was content to receive it from
our moderation. But when it was made a condition of that
prace that he fhould turn his arms againft his grandfon, and
compel him by force to relinquith the throne of Spain—hum-
bled, exhaufted, conquered as he was, misfortune had not yet
bowed his fpirit to conditions fo hard as thefe. We know the
event : he perfifted ftill in the war, until the folly and wicked-
nefs of Queen Anne'’s Minifters enabled .him to conclude the
peace of Utrecht, on terms confiderably lefs difadvantageous
«ven than thofe ht had himfelf propofed. And thall we, Sir,
the pride of oug age, the terror of Europe, fubmit to this hu-
miliating _facri(cc of ous honour? Have we fuffered a defeat
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at Blenheim? Shall we, with our increafing ptefperity, our
widely-diﬁ‘ufed capital; our navy, the juft {ubjeét of our'coms
‘mon exultation, overflowing coffers, that enable us to give
back to the people what; in the hour of calatmty, we were
compelled to take from them ; flufhed with a recent triumph
over Spain, and yet more than all, while our old rival and
encmy was incapable of diftutbing us, fhall ‘it be for us to
yield to what France difdained in the hour of her fharpeft dif-
trefs, and exhibit ourfelves to the world, the fole .example in
#s annals of fuch an .xb';c.é’t and pitiful degradation ; But gen<
tlewen inform u$ now; in jultification as I fuppofe they meaf
it, of all thefe n}eaﬁm.s, that to effet a peace between Ruffig
and the Porte; was only the oﬁenﬁble caufe of our armamenty
or at leaft not the fole caufe ; and that Minifters were under
fome apprchenfion left the Emperor, if the allies were to dif~
arm, fhould infift on better terms from the Turks, than he had
agreed to accept by the convention of Reichenbach. This F

" cannot believe. When His Majefty fends a meffage to inform
his Parliament, that he thinks it neceffary to arm for a fpecific
purpole; I cannot fuppofe that a falfchood has been put into
His Majefty’s mouth ; and that the armament, which he pro<
poles as neceflary for one purpofcy is intended for anolher e
If the right honourable gentleman fhall tel mey that zlthough
the war between Ruffia and the Porte was the real caufe of
-equipping the armamenty yet that being once equipped, it was'
wifo to keep it up when no longer wanted on that accounty
becaufe the Emperor feemed-inclined to dcpart fromr the con-
vention of Reichenbach; then I anfwer that it was his duty to
have come with a fecond meflage to Parliament, cxprefsly
ftatIng this new obje&, with the noceflary information, to en-
able the Houfe to judge of its propriety. Another of the ar-
guments for continuing the armament after the obje& was re<
linquithed, is, that Ruffia might have infifted on barder termsy
not conceiving herfelf bound by offers which we had' refufed to
accept. I perfeftly agree with gentlemen, that after the re-
peated offer of thofe terms, on the part of Ruffia, and the re-
jeion of them by usy the Emprefs was not beund to adhere to’
them,: in all poffible events and contmgencu.s. If the war had:
continued, fhe would have had a’ right to farther indemnifica-
tions for the expence ofit. Butwag it notw orth‘he Miniftes'¥

¥or. XXXI. 3G -
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while tq'try the.good faith of the Emprefs of Ruflia, after the
had fo l'ohmnly pledged herfelf to all Europe that fhe would
not rife in her demands? The experiment would have beerr
made with litte trouble ; by the fimple expedient of fending a
a meffenger to atk the quefhon. The obje& of his armament
would have fuffered: little by the delay, as an anfwer from the
Ruflian Court might have been had in five or fix weeks. Was
it reafonable in Minifters to fuppofe, that becaufe, in the early
partof the negociation, the Emprefs had thewn fo much regard
to us, a$ a&ually to give up whatever pretenfions fhe had
formed to other provinces of the Turkith empire, folely with
the view of obtaining our concusrence to the principle on which
fhe offered to make peace, fhe would revert to thofe very pré-
tenfions the inftant fhe had obtained that concurrence on our
part, for the benefit of which fhe had facrificed them? Surely,
as I have (aid, it was worth while to' make the experiments
but fimple and obvious as this was, a very different courfe was
adopted. Oczakow, indeed, was relinquithcd before the ar~
mament began, as we may find by comparing the date of the:
prefs-warrants with that of the Duke of Leeds's refignation.
As foon as the King’s meflage was delivered to Parliament, a

ineffenger was difpatched to Berlin with an intimation of the
gefolution to arm. This, perhaps, was rafhly done ; as they
might have forefeen that the meafure would probably meet with,
oppofition; and much time could not have been loft by wait-
ing the event of the firft debate. No fooner was the divifion.
known,. than a fecond meflenger was fent off to. overtake and:
ftop the difpatches of the firft: and this brings me to another
argument,. which I bnfefs appears to me very unlikely to help
them out. ‘They tell us,. that the King of Pruffia havingarmed.
in confequence of our affurances of fupport, we could not dif-
arm before we knew the fentiments of the Court of Berlin,.
without the imputation of leaving our ally in the lurch. Did-
we wait for the fentiments of that Court to detetmine whe~
ther Oczakow was to be given up or-not? Sir, when that mea-
fure was refolved upon,. the right hdnourable gentleman ac-
tually had abandoned his ally ; and that fuch was-the general
fent2 of the Court of Berlin, I believe canbe teftified by every:
Englithman who was there at the time. . No fooner did the’
fecond meﬁefgcr arrive, and the conteats of his difpatches be-
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come known, than a moft general indignation arofe againft the’
condu& of the right honourable gentleman ; and I am wel}
enough informed on the fubje& to ftate to this Houfe, that
not an Englithman could fhew his face in that capital, without
expofing himfelf to mortification, perhaps toinfult. But, be-
.tween the 28th of April, when the meflage was brought down
to this Houfe, and the 2d or 3d of April, when the fecond
meflenger was difpatched with the news that Minifters had
abandoned. the objeét of it, the armament could not have been.
materially advanced. \ Why then was it perfitted in? The
right honourable gentleran cannot argue, that he kept up the
armament in compliance with his engagements with Pruflia,
when the armament, in fa&, did not exift, and when it had
been begun but four or five days previous to his renouncing the
obje& of it. That could not have been his motive. 'What
then was the motive? Why, that he was too proud to own
his error, and valued lefs the money and tranquillity of the
people, than the appearance of firmnefs, when he had”re-
nounced the reality. Falfe fhame is the parent of many crimes.
By falfe fhame, a man may be tempted to commit a murder,
to conceal a robbery. Influenced by this falfe thame, the Mi-
nifters robbed the people of their money, the feamen of their
liberty, their familics of fupport and protetion, and all this
to conceal that they had undertaken a fyftem which was not
fit to be purfucd. If they fay that they did this, apprehenfive
that without the terror of an armament Ruffia would not ftand
to the terms which they had'refufed to accept, they donomore
than acknowledge that by the infolence of their arming, and
the precipitancy of their fubmiflion, they\gad cither fo provoked
her refentment or excited her contempt, that the would not
even condefcend to agree ta her own propofitions when ap-
proved by them. But however they might have thought her
difpofed to a& on this fubje®, it was at leaft their duty to try
whether fuch would have been her ¢onduét or not.

To prove that the terms to which they agreed at laft were
the fame with thofc they before reje&ed, all I feel it neceflary
for me to obferve, is that the free navigation of the river Dnicf-
ter; the only novelty introduced into them; was implied in
propofing it as a boundary ; for it is a well known rule, that
the boundary between two powers, mult be as ffee to the one

3Ca
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p!&&uther True; faysthe Minifter, but we have got the
free navigation for the fubje@s of other powers, particularly
for thofe of Poland. Tf this be an adyantage, i is an advan-
tage he has gained by conceffion ; for if he had not agreed that
the river fhould be the boundary, the navigation would not
h.wc been free. The Turks offered no, fuch ftipulation, had
they been put in poffeffion of both the banks ; befides which,as
a noble Duke, whom I have already quoted, well obferved, it
is an advantage, whatever may be its value, which can fubfift
only in time of peace. Itis not, I fuppofe, imagined that the
pavigation will be free in time of war. They have then got
nothing that deferves the name of a ¢ modification,” a term, I
muft here obferve, the ufe of which is nat juftified even by the
priginal memorial, ‘where the fenfe is more accurately exprefled
by the French word ¢ radouciffement.” Was it then for fome
radouciffement that they continued theirarmament ! Wasit to
fay to the Emprefs, when they had conceded every thing,
$¢ We have given you all you afked ; give us fomething that we
¢ may hold out to the public, fomething that we may ufe
* againft the minority ; that minority whom we have cndea-
#¢ voured to reprefent as your allies. We have facrificed our
¢ allies, the Turks, to yous youcan do no lefs than facrifice
¢ your allies, the minority, tous?”" If I had been to advife
the Emprefs on the fubje&, I would have counfelled her ; grant
the Britith Minifter fomething of this fort. I would even have
advifed her to raze the fortifications of Oczakow, if he hadin-
fifted on it ; I would have appealed from her policy to her ge-
neroﬁty, and faid, grant him this as an apology, for he ftands
much in need of it.«“His whole object was to appear to gain
fomething, no matter what, by continuing the armament, and
even in this laft ?itiful and miferable obje&t he has failed. If,
after all, I afk, whether thefe terms are contained in the peace
that we have concluded for the Turks, or rather which the Turks
cancluded for themfelves, the anfwer is, * We have no au-
¢¢ thentic copy.of it,” Is this what we have got by our arms,
by diftreffing our commerce, dragging our feamen from their
homes and occupations, and fquandering our money ? Is this
the efficacy of our interference and the triumph of our wifdom
smd our firmnéfs? The TFurks have at length concluded a

poace, of which they do not even ¢ondefvend ¢o favour us with
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# copy, fo that we know what it is only by report, ‘and ‘the
balance of Europe, late in fo much danger, and of fo much
importance, is left for them to fettle without confulting tis!
Ts it for this that we employed fuch men as Mr. Fawkener and
Mr. Whitworth? They were fent te negociate for the mate-
rials of a fpecch, and failed. But what are the complaints.that
private friendthip has a right to make to thofe of an infulted
public? Half a million of money is fpent, the people alarmed
and interrupted in their proper purfuits by the apprehenfion of a
war, andfor what; For the reftoration of Oczakow? No;
Oczakow is not reftored. To fave the Turks from being too,
much humbled? No; théy are now in a woife fituatiou than
they would have been had we neverarmed at all.  If Ruffia had
perfevered in that fyftem of encroachment of which the is ac-
cufed, we could, as I obferved before, then have affifted them
uncmbarraflfed.  'Weare now tied down by treaties and fettered
by ftipulations ; we have even guaranteed to Ruflia what we be-
fore faid it would be unfafe for the Turks to yield, and danger-
ous to the peace of Europe for Ruflia to polfefs.  This is what
the public has got by the armament.  What then was the prie
vate motive ?

Scilicet, ut Turno contingat regia conjux,

Niss, anime viles, inbumata infletague furba
» ’ q ’

Sterramur campis

The Minifter gained, or thought he was to gain, an excufe
for his rathnefs and mifconduét, and to purchafe this excufe, was
the public money and the public §giet wantonly facriiced.

. There are fome effeéls, which, to combine with their caufes, is
almoft fufficient to drive men mad ! That the pride, the folly,
the prefumption of a fingle perfon, fhall be able to involve a
whole people in wretchedncfs and difgrace, is more than phi-
olophy can teach mortal patnencc to endure. Hure are the
true weapons of the enemies of our conftitution! . Here oy
.we fearch for the fource of thofe feditious writings, meant ei-
ther to weaken our attachment to the condlitution, dy depre-
ciating its value, or that londly tell us we have no conftitution
atall. We may blame, we may reprobate fuch doétrines,

put while we furnifh thofe who circulatg them with arguments
1



282 ' PARLIAMENTARY A 175

fuch.as thefe ; while the example of tlns day fhews us to what
degree the fa is true, we muft not wonder if the purpofes:
they are meant to anfwer be but too fuccefsful.

They argue, that a conftitution cannot be right where fuch
things are poffible, much lefs fo when they are pra&ifed with-
out punithment. This, Sir, is a ferious refle@ion to every
man who loves the conftitution of England. Againft the vain
theories of men, who proje@t” fundamental alterations upon
grounds of mere fpeculative objeGtion, 1 can eafily defend it
but when they regur to thefe fadts, and thew me how we may
‘be doomed to all the horrors of war, by the caprice of an in-
dividual, who will not even condefcend to explain his reafons,
I can only fly to this Houfe, and exhort you to roufe from
your lethargy of confidence, into the adlive miftruft and vigi-
ant control which isyour duty and your oifce.

Waithout recurring to the duft to which the Minifter has been
humbled, and the dirt he has been dragged through, if we atk
for what has the peace of the Public been difturbed—for what
is that man preflcd and dragged like a felon to a fervice that
fhould be honourable? We muft be anfwered, for fome three
quarters of a mile of territory on the banks of the Duniefter!
In the name of all we value, give us, when fuch inflances are
quotcd in derogation of our conflitution, fome right to anfwer,
that thefe are not its principles, but the monftrous abufes in-
truded into its pratice, Let it not be faid, that becaufe the
exccutive power, for an adequate and evident caufe, may adopt
.meafures that require eapence without confulting Parliament,
we are to convert the exception into the rule ; to reverfe the
principle ; and that it isfhow to be affumed that the people’s

. money may be fpent for any caufe, or for none, without ei-
ther fubmitting the exigency to the judgement of their repre-
fentatives, or inquiring into it afterwards, unlefs we can make
out ground for a criminal charge againft the executive Govern-
ment. Let us difclaim thefe abufcs, and return to the confti-
tution. I am not one of thofe who lay down rules as abfolute,
but I maintain the general rule to be, that before the public
money bé voted away, the occafion that calls for it fhould be
fa'irly ftated, for the confideration of thofe who are the proper
guardians of the public money. 'Had the Minifter explained
his (yftem to Parliaracnt, before he called for money to fupport
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#, and Parliament had decided that it was not worth fupporting,
#ie would have been faved the mortification and difgrace in
which his own honour is involved, and by being furnifhed with
a juft excufe to Pruffia for withdrawing from the profecution
of it, have faved that of his Sovereign and his country, which
he has irrecoverably tarnifhed. Is unanimity neceflary to his
plans? He can be fure of it in no manner, unlefs he explains.
them to this Houfe, whoare certainly much better judges than
he is of the degree of unanimity with which they are likely to
be received. Why then did he not confult us? Becaufe he
had other purpofes to anfwer in the ufe he meant to make of
his majority. Had he opened himfelf to the Houfe at firft, and
had we declarcd againft him, he might have been ftopped in
the firlt inftance: had we declared for him, we might have
held him too firmly to his principle, to fuffer his receding from
it as he has done. Either of thefe alternatives he dreaded. It
was his policy to decline our opinions, and to exact our con-
fidence, that thus having the means of a&ting either way, ac.
ecording to the exigencies of his perfonal fituation, he might
come to Parliament, and tcll us what our opinions ought to:
be ; which fet of principles would be moft expedient to fhelter
him from inquiry, and from punifhment. It is for this he
comes before us with a poor and pitiful excufe, that for want
of the unanimity he expcéted, there was reafonto fear, ifthe
war fhould go to a fecond campaign, that it might be obftru&t-
ed. Why not fpeak out, and own the real faGt—he feared
that a fecond campaign mignt occafion the lofs of his place.
Let him keep but his place, he caryg not what elfe he lofes.
With other men, reputation and glory are the obje&s of am-
bition ; power and place are coveted but as the means of thefe.
Fo: the Minifter, power and place ase fufficient of themfelves..
‘With them he is content ; for them he can calmly facrifice
every proud diftin@ion that ambition covets, and every noble
profpe& to which it points the way! Sir, there is yet an ar-
gument which I have not fufficiently noticed. Lt has been
faid, as a ground for his defence, that he was prevented from
gaining what he dcmanded, by our oppofition, and, but for
this, Ruffia would have complied, and never would have ha-~
zazded a war.  Sir, L believe the dire® contrary, and my be-
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hef is as good as theu' affertjon, unlefs they will give us fome
’rbof of its veracity. Until then, I have a right to afk themy
what if Ruffis had not complied ? Worfe and worfe for him !
He muft have gone on, rcdoublmg his menaces and expencesy
the Emprefs of Ruffia continuing inflexible as ever, but for
the falutary oppofition which preferved him from his extremity.
'of fhame. I am not contending that armaments re never ne<
ceﬂ'ary to enforce megociations : but it is one, and that not the
lealt, of the evils attending the right honourable gentleman’s
‘mxfcondu& that by keeping up the parade of an armament,
fiever mcant to be employed, he hasin a great meafure depriv-
ed us of the ufe of this method of negociating, whenever it
may be neceffary to apply it effe@ually. For if you propofe to'
arm in concert with any foreign Power, that Power will an-
fwer, * What fecurity can you give me that you will perfevere
% in that fyflem? Yeu fay you cannot go to war, unlefs your
¢¢ people are-unanimous.” If you aim to negociate againft @
foreign Power, that Power will fay, ¢ I have only to perfift—
¢¢ the Britith Minifter may threaten, but he dare not a&—he
¢ will not hazard the fofs of his place by a war.” A right ho-
nourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas) in excufe for withholding
papers, atked what foreign, Power would negociate with an
Englifh cabinet, if their fecrets were likely to be developed,
and expofed to the idle curiofity of a Houfe of Commonsi—
¢¢ Better have no dealings with them at all,” I thould anfwer,-
¢ if the right of inquiry into every part of a negociation they
¢ think fit, and of knowing why they are to vote th¢ money of
¢¢ their conftituents, be dcnied the Houfe of Commons,” But
there is fomething like ebafon why no foreign Power will ne-
. gociate with us, and that a much better reafon than a dread of
difclofing their fecrets, in the right fonourable gentleman’s-
example. I declare therefore, for the genius of- our confti~
tution, again(t the pra&ice of His Majelty’s Minifters : I de-
clare that the duties of this Houfe are, vigilance in preference
to fecrecy, deliberation in preference to difpatch.  Sir, I have-
given my reafons for fupporting the motion for a vote of cen=
fure on the Minifter. 1 will liften to his defence with atten
tion, and L will retra& wherever he fhall prove me to be
wrong.. ) :
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Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, the vehemence and violence
which had been employcd and the {plendid eloquence of the
right honournble gentleman who, had juft fat down, had called
the attention of this Houfe to the fubje@ now before it. His
cloquence, for whatever purpofc it was direGted, was always
powerful ; and he wis happy that his arguments on this debate
had been brcught forward, and thathe had taken the opportunity,
ata time when it was fully awake, to draw their attention tohis
fentiments. He was alfo happy in the circumftance of the ad:
journed. dcbate, as it had allowed the Houfe to go more fully
into the fubje&, and it was with peculiar fatisfaction to him
that, after having hcard ftated every thing that had been
faid on a former evening, as well as on this, he now rofe with
a very different temper, and a different view from that right
honourzble gentleman, to recall the attention of the Houfe
from that brilliant difplay of language, and that forcible appeal
which had been made to their paflions and imaginations, to
what appcared to him to be the proper fubje& before them, and
the real point in difpute between them, and upon which their
Jjudgement ought to be exercifed, and then he thould lcave the
whole to the deliberate wifdom and impartial juftice which he
was confident that Houfe would exercife on this important fub-
je&, in which our national policy was inyolved, and on a point
particularly affeCting the chara&ter of the deliberative, as well as
the executive part of Government.

In ftating the grounds on which he fhould have to ¢all theat-
tention of the Houfe, after it had heard the arguments of the
right honourable gentleman, and alfo aff\ having heard the dc-
batc of the preceding night, to which he had fatisfaétion in re-
verting, he fhould endeavour to be as elear and as concife as
poffible ; and notwithftanding the eloquence with which they
had juft heard one fide of the fubjet maintained, he ftill refer-
red with confidence to the principles developed in the debate of
yefterday, andin a fpeech, which was ftill in the recollettion of
this Houfc; and regarded as a fpecimen of that clear efoquencey
ftrong fenle, juftnefs of reafoning, and cxienfive knowlcdge,
which he believed was wholly unexampled inany public affeqi-
bly on a firft effay; and would do honour to the moft praQifed
fpeaker or ftatefman that ever delivered his fcunments within the

walls of this Houfe,’
Voir. XXXI. 3P -
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In ftating whatever occrred to hzm on this ﬁlb]c&, and the
grounds he fhould lay before the Houfe, he begged to fay that
he did not feel it neceffary to enter into the grounds of fome of
the reafoning which the Houfe had heard in the courfe of this
debate; becaufe the general quefhon of fyitem is one part ne-
ceflarily conne&ted with the merits of the exercife of that fyf~
tem, and becaufe it is impoffible to feparate the condu of Mi-
nifters from the prinaiple on which they ated, before the ar-
mament which forms the matter of difpute was entered into, and
having done fo, then he fhould proceed to ftate the grounds on
which this fubje& was taken up on that fyftem.——That
part, therefore, which goes to feparate thofc two points
is unneceflary, and being no material part of the debate, he
fhould therefore difmifs all confideration of that fort of reafon-
ing, as the paying attention to that diftin&ion would only
create confufion in confidering the real points before the Houfe.
He fheuld therefore ‘take the liberty of confining the fubjet to
its real limits, asthey appeared to him ; in the courfe of which
he fhould lay it down as an argument, that the meafure in quef-
tion, was founded on policy, and that fuccefs was not unreafon-
ably to be expeéted in the iffue.

The way in which the queftion was to be debated, appeared
to him to be firft, by defiring the Houfe to recolleét the princi-
ple of the meafure, or the foundation of our continental con-
ne&ion ; and then the policy, under all the circumftances of this
cafe. Thefe points will be' governed by therelative fituation of
“this country with re?ud to its alliances with fore:gn powers.
'+ By a confi deration of the danger and inconvenience to which

we might have been expofed by an extenfion of the maritime
power of .-Ruffia. The wifdom or folly of the whole fyftem
will, in a great mcafure, depend on what is called the'balance
of power in Europe.
Many gentlemen feemed to thi- k that the queftion of the ba-
lance of power has been improperly introduced into this fubje&,
+and that it bad nothing to.do with the difcuffion of this cafe, but
was totally inapplicable. Thefe points, indeed, are not ftrenu-
oully maintained, and therefore need not be dwelt upon; but
be noticed them, not for any particular application they have
to the fubje&, but for the fake of the principle which the refu-
tation of thofe fentixents seads to fupport. The foundation of
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the mattar, which he thould urge to the Houfe, refts on this:
The general balance of power, as applicable in this cafe to the
arguments on the whole of the fubje@, has by fome been the
obje& of argumentative attack, and decried, and by others
treated with affefted ridicule ; hut on the regular difcuffion of
this, much, in his opinion, depended. He had heard it allow-
ed that the balance of power was a queftionin which both fides
of the Houfe agree in prmmple * Gentlemen on the other-fide
admit the neceflity of maintaining this balance, and fay that
wediffer only indegree ; and yct the length to which they carry
their arguments againft our interference will, notwithftanding
this admiffion, defeat the very principle which they affe@ to
fupport ; and thus the fyftem which they pretend to favour can-
not regularly be apphed at all.

When gentlemen admit that there is fuch a thing as the ba-
Jance of power, whatis it but faying, that if we are ourfelves,
or if ourally is, in a fituation of danger from the overgrowth of
another power, we fhould, from due regard to the tranquillity
of Europe, ufe our endeavours to check the growth of that
power ; and indeed we may be engaged ourfelves immediately in
the calamity of a war by negleting this principle, when ap-
plied to one ally only. He did not mean immediatcly in the
fenfe of time; but that we ourfelves might become the objects
of attack, in confequence of inattention to the principle of
the balanee of power. Whether this was material to Great
Britain, or to any of her allies, at the time of the arma-
ment, was another queftion which he fhould not endeavour
to argue here; that would come in guch better in another
ftage ‘of the argument. The point Which he had here to
contend was, that the principle of the balance of power
was fuch as we ought to regard with vigilance and attention,
becaufe we are fo deeply intercfted in its confequences.—
And what he objeted to on the part of gentlemen, who argue
on the other fide was, that what they admit in terms on this
fubje&; they deny in fubftance, and he believed that no one
nation in Europe would, for a moment, be fecure in its frans
quillity, if the fpirit of thefe doftrines were to be the go-
verning principle of its Council. He was perfuaded, that
notwithitanding all we have heard to the contrary, thatthe
"balance of poweris a tlung on whxch ‘depends much of the hap-
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pinefs of the world, becaufe, though in fome particular in-
ftances it fed nations to war, it contributed on the whole to
promote the general tranquillity, and té render wars of ambi-
tion lefs fraquent and lefs deftrudtive. ‘This principle being
admitted, and it cannot reafonably be denied, the firft queftion
then' will be, whether the fituation of the Turkifh empire was
fuch asto’be affe&ted in any greatdegree by the proje@sof the Im- '

rial Court ; and if fo, whether this would, in fa&, or pro-
bably might, have any effe& on the balance of power in Eu-
rope? Whether that kingdom was indcbted to this for any,
and what degree of interverition, in its favour? Whether that
intervention was rightly employed? W hether it was carried as
far as, under all the circumftances, was prudent and wile, and
no farther? Thefe are the queftions on which the whole of this
debate will turn, andon which he was of opinion the juftice of
the Houfe would decide.

He had heard it very much contended in this dcbate, which
made it neceffary for him to trouble the Houfe fo much upon the
fubje&, that the balance of power, as applied to the Turkifh
empire, wasa wild and chimerical idea. Indeed, it was con-
tended laft year Tpecifically, that the whole of the queftion of
the balance of power was irrelevant. Gentlemen do not chufe
to go to that length in the courfe of the prefent difcuffion ; and
yet the right honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, went, if
he was not miftaken with refpe@ to what he had faid, very
hearly to that extreme. He went very near to the point of
gontending, that if the Turkith empire were deftroyed, it
would have no effc&t ox the balance of power in Europe, and
would be a matter of total indifference in that refpe@ to the
othér powers of Europe. He believed, howevcr, that if this
was his opinion, he would find himfelf fingular in that idea.

He fhould not, for the purpofcs of his defence, enter much
at length’into the nature of the empire of Turkey, but it was
material to the Houfe, for the proper underftanding of the
fubje& ip difpute, to refle® for a while on the fyftem of our
alliance. They would remember, that we had formed an al-’
liance with the Court of Pruffia, and that it was due to thein-
tereft of that power that Epgland, as its ally, fhould nat neg-
Ie& to notice and to check the fudden growth of a2 maritime
Power, which m:ght‘ -and probably will be, an inconvenient



A, 1792, - DEBATES. 389

neighbour to that power. It was of importance to England
itfelf, as a maritime power, independent of all alliance with
any other ; and as to the neceffity there is of regarding the
Porte as a power to be the obje& of attention to Europe, he be-
lieved that it would be found, that from the earlieft periods of
the Turkifh empire, down to the prefent, it had been held ef-
fential to the balance of power, that no other thould be fuf-
fered to have too great a maritime afcendancy over this power.
France, ever fince the reign of Francis I., had been con-
fidered as forming a very material part of the balance of power
of Europe. In this country, fince the reign of King William,
in every memorable ra, down to the prefent period, it had
been regarded in the fame light. The principal Powers of
Europe had ‘cntertaincd the fame opinion of it. Its im-
portance to the balance of Europe is held out by the beft
authors who have written upon the fubject. It is re-
marked by Montefquieu ; nor has it ever been denied by
any author of any authority whatever. If this be true in
gencral, how much more fo muft it be of the Turkifh em-
pire, when confidered as threatened by the afcendancy of fo
great a maritime power as that of Ruffia. Indecd Ruffia of
itfelf, to any power, if fufiered to incrcafe its naval ftrength,
will be very formidable, and deftroy that balance on which we
all allow fo much depends. Was it not wife then for this
country to interfere,, for the purpofe of checking the growth
of this formidable power ! The time might come when we
fhould not have that in our power, and although, for the hap-
pinefs of mankind, Providence feerged to have ordained that
empires, when they became of an un'%vieldy fize, worked their
own deftru&tion, yet it was wife in us to do all we could to
prevent the exceffive growth. And here he believed it would
be granted him, that the progrefs of Ruffia was great and ra-
pid, and the chara&ter of the Emprefs, whatever virtues {he
may poflefs, not cntirely free from ambition.

Of the truth of this we had fome recent fpecimens; and the
Houfe would, he hoped, fee, that if no intcrference had taken
place on our part between thofe contending partics, that ths
advantages which the Emprefs would haye gaincd over the
Turkifh empire, would have given her the entire command of
the Black Sea. He affirmed then;, that not only as an ally of

-—
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Proffia, but.alfo.on the general principle of felf-prefervation,
our mtcrference was diftated, . )

Having ﬂated dxﬁm&ly his opinion on the principle of the
balance of power, that it applied to Turkey as well as to any
other power, and 'that the intereft ‘of this maritime country,
which muft be affeéted by the aggrandizement of Ruffia, even
independent of any alliance, in confequence of our alliance
with the Court of Berlin, became ftill more immediately con-
nefled, and that thefe confiderations ¢annot be feparated, the
queftion then is, Whether there was a ferious and reafon-
able apprehenfion of danger towards us or our ally, fo as to
render our interference, and to render a prevention of the far-
ther aggrandifement, a rational policy on the part of this coun-
try ; and whether Minifters are to be accufed of having gone
fo far in the rifks they entered into, for what appeared to them
at leaft to be for the future advantage of this country ?

Our condud, in the firflt inftance, was certainly not cena
forable ; for as to our commencement of the interference, it
was at the requeft of her Imperial Majefty. She defired that
we, in conjunéion with our ally the Court of Berlin, wauld
reprefent to the Porte the moderation of her demands.  Thefe
demands were, that, Beffarabia, Moldavia, and Wallachia,
thould be ceded to her, and this requifition her Imperial Ma-
jeity was pleafed to term a fpecimen of her moderation.—
Now, he wifhed the Houfe to refle® what would have been
the confequence, and whether it would not have been to the
flfadvantage of the Turkith empire ; and he thought - this
puint fo clear, that he m ‘ght leave it to the Houfe, without
tasther comment. ¢

.He agreed with the right honourable gentleman who f{poke
Jaft, that the laft aétual attack was unqueftionably commenced

"on the Emprefs by the Turks, and that the claims of the
Thurks,. taken by themfclves, were unjuft, and not included in
any treaty ; but then the point of offenfive or defenfive war
.was nat the queftion to be confidercd by thofe who were to in-
terfere for the fake of preferving the balance of power, nor is
the atual commencement of holiility the real aggreflion between
flates ; thefe points are often governed by a confideration of the
tyftem adopted by either party. There was a regular fyftem.
op the part of Ruffia for an incroachment on the Turks, This
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he believed was the origin of the difpute between the parties,
and if fo, itis not very material even on the point of juftice,
much lefs on the fyftem of the balance of power, who ftruck
the firft blow ; and that, but for our interference, the final ac-
compliﬂlment of the views of the Emprefs would have followed,
is a point which he believed would not be denied: Ifit cannot
be denied, the intervention of this country has in this cafe been
fuccefsful ; if our reprefentations have been fuch as to induce
Ruffia'to defift from part of her proje&, how can it be faid we
have gained nothing? Was the compelling the Emprefs to
give up Moldavia, Wallachia, and Beffarabia nothing? Thefe
fhe originally ftipulated fhould be ceded to her inftead of Oc-
zakow ; and becaufe the other obje& was not obtained, are the
Minifters to be cenfured? We armed for the obtaining what
appeared to us neccffary ; but all our obje& was not obtained,
and for this he thould ftate reafons hereafter.

Gentlemen, when they argue upon the value of Oczakow,
feem to me to be wide of the real point to be confidered. The
truth is, that it is not of any great value as to its population or
its commerce, but it is relatively fo as a fortrefs which com-
mands the Dniefter ; and fo formidable is it to thips navigating-
this river, that they muft pafs within the reach of the guns of
the fortrefs. He did not ftate this place to be of great value,
but he ftated it to be important as a point to be gained by the
Emprefs on her fyftem of ambition. If he was right in the
principle, namely, that it was a point worth contending for ;
it follows of courfe, that it was ouryuty to refift the fcheme ot
ambition of this Imperial Princefs, and where there is a pro-
bability of fuccefs, he would afk any manin this country, whe-
ther the objed intended to be gained was not worth the rik:
He would afk any man if he was pnt into our fituation, to de-
termine for himfelf, whether he would not fuffer the inconve-
nience, or the hazard of the mifcarriage of the proje&, forthe
fake of what he had rcafon to hope he would gain.

"The object that was to be attained by the arming, though
not worth all-—~was worth fome ritks. The conteft between
them, was.only with regard to the application of the princi-
ple; feelingas he did feel, the Julhce of this balance of power,
40 undergo a fmall inconvenience in order to avoid a greater,
this principle had been admitted and recognized in many of the
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.mp& brilliant periods of the hiftory of this country. It wasa
principle which had been conftantly a&ed upon from the time
this country began to hold any rank amidft the furrounding na-
tions of Europe.

It was the duty of the King's Mlmﬁers to compare the
changes that had happened with#this principle, to compare the
means with the end, the difficulty of the obje& with the prof-.
ped of obtaining it, and its importance when obtained. He
conceived he did his duty in advifing the relinquithment of the
objcét when he thought it could only be procured at too high a
price. It had been faid by fome people, that the fenfe of the
nation was againft the meafure, and that therefore the King's
Minifters had abandoned their plan; others had alledged, that
they had abandoned their orig’mal idea on account of the oppo-

fition of that Houfe, that is of 135 gentlemen. Neither the

one nor the other of thefe was true. Jt was a mealure of a
certain degree of importance, and was worth the going to a
certhin fpecific length, but was not we rth the going farther.
It had been afferted, that after we hal engagt.d in the war,
they ought not to have changed their opmxon, although that
was a circumftance that took place almoft in the hiftory of
every war. It might happen that you would be difappointed
in certain objeéts, and you would not then facrifice more than
the obje& was worth. But how were the circumftances al-

..sgred—fome were alarmed at the expences, which created great
iﬁprehenﬁons in the country. He did not find fault with any
opinion that had been delivered from real conviction. By thefe
aud 2 number of fimilar ircumftances, the difficultics of this

"were increafed, and therefore they took into their moft fe-

Ms confideration the difficulty of obtaining their obje&, and
compared it with the real value of it when obtained. But had
.it notbeen for that oppofition, that which was by that meaas
unattainable, in his judgement, might have been obtained at
no greater expence. He fhould fay, that the oppofition, in-
ftead of claiming to themfelves the merit of preventing this
~'country fram being plunged into a war, had prevented the
eftablithment of peace in fo folid and fo fubftantiala manner as
might otherwife have taken place in the country.

As fo the, caufe of the Emprefs baving refufed to comp
wnh ouz terms, he believed that the sefitance £ her lmpem.;l
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‘Majefty to the requifitions of our Court was dwing in m to
the uguments ufed by oppofition in this country. He did not
mean to call in queftion the propriety of any Member of Par-
liament delivering his opinion, although the effe& might after-
wards turn out to be againft the intereft of his country, if he
fhould, at the time of dehvermg his fentiments, be of opinion
that a greater inconvenience would arife to the State from his
concealing than from his ftating his opinion. He did not mean
to blame this, even although it might be apparent, that the
effe& of delivering fuch an opinion would be attended with a
certain degree of intonvenience to the country, by embarrafling
Government. .
Such opinions were delivered on this fubje&, and he was of
opinion, that they had contributed to increafe the difpofition of
the Emprefs to a refiftance to our requifitions. But he did not
‘charge oppofition with any principle hottile to the'State. He
was bound to admit the purity of their motives, unlefs he could
prove the contrary ; and other evidence than their own profef-
fions he could not have.  But whatever might be their opinions,
he muft fay, that as far as they had any tendency, they did
tend to induce the Emprefs to refufe to comply with the requi-
fitions of thjs country. It cannot be difputed but they did
tend to diminifh the effe@ of our intervention ; and’ but for
thefe opinions he firmly believed that our negociation would
have been fuccefsful, This is mere matter of opinion; but he
could not help faying, that fuch was the fituation of Ruffia, and ,
fuch the fituation of ghis country, that thh a fmall additio;
expence we fhould fave had it in our powcr, for we HRad %
means, of inducing her Impenal Majefty to comply with oug
terms. That this was certain he did not affirm ; but he affirmed,
there was ground for thjs country to expeétit. He afferted that
the divifion in this country encouraged the temper of refiftanc®
in Ruffia, apd, if to fave expence was right, we fhould have
done fo, but unfortunately the enemy of our country was en-
couraged by an oppofition, who now take merit to themielves
for rendering that ufelefs which, but for their effort, would
have beenattended with fuccefs, and that in his opinion with-
out much expence; and they now triumph in what they have
dome. But he.did not envy them their triumph; it was not's

triumph over the enemies of their country, but aver the Coun
Vo AL B i

.
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‘¢l of thy King. And now, as he was on the fubje&t of tri-
!Mph and bf populatity, he muft obferve, that if heand his right
“honourable friend (Mr. Dundas) were to go to the capital of the
empite, whom oppolition have thus ferved, certain he was,
that they thould not be found in any place of glory between two
orators {afluding to'the buft of Mr. Fox placed by the Emprefs
betwaen.thofe of Demofthenes and Cicero) and that he did not
-believe that if he were to goto the capital of the empire, whofe
intereft we have been rndeavouring to prote@, that he fhould
receive’ thefame fort of addrefs from the Grand Vizicr as that
which, wis read yeftciday, by an honourable Metaber of this
Houfe. ‘Indced he did not know what to think of that compo-
fition. Of its authenticity he could fuy nothing. The ho-
nourable gentleman told nothing of it, but that which he was
pleafed to read of it.  Whether he'icad the whole of it—what
was its date—from whom it care—to whom--and why, he
y could not poffibly guefs. All he conld fay was, th 't havingin-
wquired of the perfons moft likely to be abl: to mform him, he
had not been able to find out any fuch paper, orany thing atall
dike it.
¢ The honourable gentlemen on the oppofite fide, have laid
much flrefs upon a queftion which they have very frequently put
to Minifters during this difcuffion ; Why did we not difarm the
moment that we knew the terms upon which Ruffia would con-
clude a peace with the Porte # and they have all along argued,
that the only reafon which he and his colleagues have given for
that conduét is, that we were afraid that Ruffia might increafe
!le: demands, or makecnew claims if we had difarmed.  That
this was the only ground of their condué he completcly denied,
becaufe he conceived, thatno perfon, acquainted inany degree
with the aftual fituation of Europe at the time, could be igno-
. Tant, that there were other reafons that ought to claim atten-
tion, and which, to have overlooked, would have been a fajl-
ure of duty, anda total difregard to the interefts of the country.
The next point that he muft notice, was the management of
this negociation, which has been fo much mifreprefented by
the other fide of the Houfe, and which It was of opinion could
be-fiflly-juftified, and will be fo, in the opinion of the Houfe,
bt the refult. He fhould therefoge not follow the right honour-
. ¥ble gentleman into a detail of pasticulars, during its progrefs,
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becaufe he conceived it to be perfe&tly unneceffary ; 4nd if the
condué& of Mirifters has produced fuch advantages, or greater
than the country expe@cd from the negqgiation, he left it to the
Houfe and the country to determine, what degree of cenfure
was due to them.  On the point of cenfure, the right honour-
able gentleman and his fiiends feem to have made up their
minds fo completely, that he hasdeclared, whether our reafons for
arming were right or wrong, we are equally wrong and equally
deferving of cenfme.  This, he confidered as a fpecies of ar-
gument which, however ingenioufly put, can have little weight ;
for that Minifters, whether they are right or wrong in their ob-
ject for arming, ought to be cenfured, isa doétrine that even
the moft unfuccefstul refult of a negociation could not juftify.
There next occurred to his recolle@ion a part of the, right ho-
nourable gentleman’s fpeech which he was forry was not omit-
ted, but which he could not allow to pafs without a reply. He
meant hisallufion to the gentleman who was fent as a Minifter
to Ruffia—a perfon in whom Minifters had cvery reafon to
confide, and who juftly merited the compliments which the
right honourable gentleman beftowed upon him ; but the allu-
fion made to another perfon, or rather the attack made upon
him in his abfence, was highly improper, and, in his opinion,
very unlike the ufual libtrality of the right honourable gentle-
man; and he would fay in the prefence of this Houfe, and to
the Public, that therc is no man whatever who has béen in the
diplomatic line, to whom this conntry owes more than to the
honourable perfon alluded to ; the fervices he has performe%'
the country can be no ftranger to, and the exercife of his abili#
ties will always be of importance when called into a&ion.—
With regard to the importance of Oczakow, the right honour-
able gentleman feems to have barred that queftion being brought
to iffue, becaufe, as he had remarked juft now, he has faide
that whether it was, or.was not, of importance to the balance,
of power in Europé, it could, in no fhape whatever, be a
ground for our interference between Ruffia and the Ottoman
Porte; and by this manner of arguing he did maintain, that
the whole jet of all the arguments of the right honourable gen-
tleman and his friends, both on this, and the former nights of
difcuffion, comes to this, that lte will, upon the queftion of the
Ruffian armament, admit any prEmifes', provided the conclufions
3k 2 .
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tend to cenfure Minifters, although the very firft of the refolu-
tions broyght forward, flates dire@ly, that Oczakow wasnot of
fufficient i importance to require our interference; to eftablith
this, great pains have been taken to imprefs upon the Houfe a
belief that we have been guilty of the groffeft iniquity, and
moft unwarrantable treachery towards our allies. That we
had ftimulated Turkey to the war in which the had been en-
gaged, a fa& which he difclaimed, and which could not be
made good. That we had deferted Sweden at a critical junc-
ture, which likewife he would not allow ; and that by our in.
terference and mediation nothing had been gained or fecured to
Prufia. That our intervention in the affuirs of Brabant was
improper ; and that wherever we had employed our influence,
or withed to favour an ally, we had met with difgrace, and our
allies with difappointment. Upon this fubje& he was perfe&tly
at eafe, nor did he eonceive that there were any ju.t groundsto
reproach Minufters upon. As to the duplicity in their negocia-
tions, which has been afcribed 6 the fyftem of continental al-
liance, he did not believe the Houfc had gone with the right
honourable gentleman on that point. He muft thereforc fay,
that with regard to the moderation of the firft terms offered by
the Emprels, and the propriety of acceding to thofe we finally
got, that matter being fo fully in poffeflion of the Houfe, he
left itto their judgement. As to their motives, he could likewife
rely, that thefe thould be judged by their actions, whatever
were their reafons, both on this aud every other occafion,
where the intereft of the country was concerned ; and he owned
{ that hjis chief hopes wgre refted upon the advnntagcs that had
bec.n gained by the fyftem both of foreign and domettic policy,
*which His Majefty’s Minifters have purfued, and the ac-
tual profperity of the country, to whatever caufes gentlemen
shay alcfibe it. He withed for no difcretionary power, that
“was not neceffary for the fun&ions of the fituation in which he
might be placed, and he knew, as well as any body, that the
condu& of the prefent time, good or bad, muft affe& pofte-
rity. Having ftated the leading grounds, for his oppofition to
the refolutions nioved, he muft contend, that if any obloguy
attended the meafures of Government in the Ruffian negocia-
tion, it procecded from mifreprefentation. From what mo-
tives that milreprefentation proceeded e did npt mean to give
4
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any opinion; and fhould content himfelf with relying upon a
liberal and juft decifion of the Houfe, after they have fairly and
fully confidered every circumftance that can enable them to de-
cide upon his condu&, and thofe who aced with him.

Mr. FOX. I do affure the Houfe that I mean to confine
myfelf ftrictly to explanation, having heard nothing from the
right honourable gentleman to make me retra& the cenfure,
which, in my opinion, his condu& demands. But I with the
Houfe to recolle&, that when, at the beginning of the laft
feffion, I afked for what purpafe a part of the armament_pro-
vided againft Spain was kept up { I was told, that it arofe from
the fituation of Europe, and was neceflary for the proteétion
of our homeward-bound Weft-India merchantmen: but nei-
ther did I then underftand, nor by any thing that fell from me,
give gentlemen reafon ¢o think I underftood, that force to be
deftined to a& againft Ruflia. - The right honourable gentle. '
man’s infinuation, therefore, that I knew of, and approved
the keeping up un armament to awe the Emprefs, is totally
void of foundation.

With regard to what the right honourable gentleman has
chofen to introduce into his fpeech, refpeting compliments
and honours conferred on me by the Emprefs of Ruffia, I am
ready now, and at all times, to declare, that if any foreign
Sovereign, in friendfhip with my country, fhall pay me the
compliment to think well of me, and teftify it by thofe marks
of diftin&ion to which he has alluded, I fhall feel myfelf highly
gratified by fuch diftin@ion. With regard to Ruffia, it has
ever been my opinion, that hers was the power in Europe, I
will fearcely except even Holland, with whom the cultivation
of reciprocal tiés of friendfhip, both commercial and political,
was moft natural, and of the greateft confequence to this
country, For the uniformity of this opinion, Sir, I a
my ‘whole condu&, whether in office or out of it. At the
clofe of the American war, I thought Ruffia the Power whofe
naval force, )omed with ours, might effe@ually counterbalance
the united navies of the Houfe of Bourhon. The gentlemen
on the other fide have opportumucs of knbwmg to what de-
gree I endeavoured to give effect to thi opinion, 'Whea I
was again in office, I refufed to concar in remonftrances to
the Court of Peterfburgh againft the feizure of the Crimea.—
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T appéal farther to the fentiments delivered by me in this Houfe,
when I added my voice to thofe of the right honourable ges-
sleman’s fupporters, in applauding the fuccefs of the meafures
taken to affift the Stadtholder in 1787 ; when in avowing my
approbation of what was done, I gave, as my principal reafon
for that approbation, the option it placed in our power at that
moment of forming alliances on the Continent, which might
render the advantages we got by our interference permanent ;
and when I diftin&ly named Ruffia as one of thofc whom it
wasof the higheft importance to cultivate. Thefe have ever
been my fentiments, and I have feen nothing in what has re-
cently happened to make me change them. I thought it ne-
ceffary to fay thus much in anfwer to the hints and infinuations
thrown out from the right honourable gentleman oppofite to
me: as to any farther reply, I fhould deem it wholly fuper-
Wfluous, even were I permitted, to make any, as the night ho-
sourable gentleman has chofen to avoid noticing almoft every
material argument I addrefled to the Houft.
« The ftrangers were defired to withdraw.
queflion was then put on the firft refolution,
* That no arrangement, rcfpe&ing Oczakow and its dif-
4 tri&, appears to have been capable of affc&ing the political
k“ or commercial intesefts of this country, fo as to jufify any
¢ hoftile interference on the part of Great Britain between Ruf-
““ fia and the Portc.” Which was negatived.
b’ €O the fecond,
v % That the interference of Great Britain for the purpofe of
‘.!f, preventing the-ceffion of tife faid fortrefs, and its diftri&, to
" the Emprcl's of Ruffia, has been wholly unfuccefsful.”
#¥lhe previous queftion was put and carried.
t\ On the third, '
+ 4. That His Majefty's Minifters in endeavouring, by means
fhf a0 armed force, t6 Compel the Emprefs of Ruffia, to
1% shandon her claim to Oczakow and its diftri®, and in con-
tinwing an armament, after the objeét for which it was pro-
gofird had been relinguithed,” have been guilty of grofs mif-
M tending to incur unneceffary expences, and to di-
the igfluence of the Britith pation in Europe.”
,- i Houle divided,
Yo Aya, 116; Noes, 244.
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DEBATES. 309

CORRECT LIST of the MINORITY on Mr, WHIT-,
BREAD’s Motions.

Honourable Cropley Afhley
Thomas Anfon.

Tohn Anftruther.

William Adam.

Lord Edward Bentinck.
The Eail of Buitord.

Rt. Hon. John Buigoyne.
Sit Henry Biiugeman, Bart.
Hon. ldwa:d Bouverie.
James Buller.

Geaige Byng.

Richard Beckford.

Jofeph Randyll Burch.
Richard Benyon.

Hugh Bailow.

Lord George Cavendifh.
Lord Geo. A. H. Cavendifh,
Lt.Gen. SirH. Clinton, X.B.
Hon. John Summers Cocks.
Hon.Wm.Seymour Conway
Sir James Erfkine St. Clare,
John Barker Church.

John Crewe.

Thomas William Coke.
Daniel Parker Coke.

Thos. Champion Crefpigny. '

William Currie.
John Cotes.

* Vifcount Downe.
Hon. Lionel Damer.
Sir Thomas Dundas, Bart.
Lawrence Dundas,
James Dawkins,

Rt. Hon. W, Ellis.
Hon. Thomas Erfkine.
Gerard Noel FEdwards.

Rt. Hon. Charles James Fox
Right hon. Col. Fitzpatrick
Sir Henry Fletcher, Bart.
Philip Francis.

)
Hon. Thomas Grenville,
Charles Grey.

Tiancis Gre-z.

John Cox ITippifley.

David Howell,

John Harnifon,

Filmer Honey wood.

James Hare.

Henry ' oward. -
Willan Huffey. -
Tohn Harceu.t.

W inchcombe Henry Hartley

Earl of s "iquin, K, B.
Sir John Jerv. X. B.

Hon. St. Andrew St. Johne
R. Payne Ku.g'"t.

Earl Ludjow. L4
Sir William Lemon, Bart. !
Sir J. Fleming Leicefter,
Edward Loveden Loveden. ..,
James Martia Edoyd.
Samuel Long.

Gerrard Lake.

Win, Henry Lambten.
William Laurence,

&
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"Bir W, M.Milner, Bart.  General Richard Smith.

Sir Roger Moi’tyn, Bart. Thomas Stanley.
Hon.: Thomas Maijtland. John Sawbridge.

Houa. EJ. Monckton. Richard Brinfley Sheridan. =
wJomes Martin, John Shaw Stuart.

Ralph Milbanke. Timothy Shelley.

James Mucpherfon. Major John Scott.

Hans Sloane.

;:ﬁ:::::‘th' Charles Sturt.

b John Nefbit. * Marquis of Titchfield.

¥ i Sir John Thorold, Bart.

- William Moftyn Owen. Rt.{xon. Ch. Townfhend.
Rt. hon. Thomas Pelham. Banaftre Tarleton.
Vifcount Palmerfton. . John ‘T'revannion.
“Thomas Powys. Thomas Thompfon,
Lawrence Palk.

Jobhn Willet Payne. Earl of Upper Offory.
J- G. Philips. Sir Jothua Vanneck, Bt.
Lord William Ruffel Robert Vyner.
Sir Matthew W, Ridley, Bt. o ;
Hon. John Rawdon. S!r (‘worge' Waaren, K. B.
Sir IXd. Winnington, Bt.

Y.ord Sheffield. Rt. Hon. Wil. Windham.
Lord Robert Spencer. Hon. Horatio Walpole.
Sir Geo. Aug. Wm. Shuck-  James Walwyn,

bprgh. Bt. ¢ Charles Callis Weftern,

Sir John Sinclairy Bart. ®"  William Weddell.
Honourable James Stuart Roger Wilbraham.

Samuel Whitbread, 116
M. A. Taylor, }Tellers 2

118 *

g{m or"rgt THIRTY+FIRST YOLUME,


















